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FOREWORD BY THE CLUB PRESIDENT

As | end my termas President at the forthcoming AGM, this prompts me to refleanpn
involvement withour annual reports since | first joined the club in 2001, shortly after | retired.

| first heard of theClub througha chance meeting withike Denton, who was quicto see me at
Blackmoorfoot one day and pressed a programme card into my$ettidg me on a path of ever
more involvement for which may neverforgive him At that time our Recorder was Brian
Armitage. | had been out near Castle Hill on the morningnefvery first time | came to @lub
meeting, had beespottedby Brian with my binoculars and he made mmenediatelywelcome

that eveningA few days in the field with Brian quickly demonstrated how much he knew and |
didnot , but he entdeacher. Bréan is kel in the highesteregare dmbngst the
birding community and he singleandedly maintained our records and wrote the annual reports.
The task was however growing and beyond the reasonable scope of one individual. At this point,
somewtatr ashly, | offered to give Brian a hand
arranging printing little did | know what lay ahead.

Since then, | have handled the publishing and printing of some 13 reports, including for two years
after Biian retired aswriter, when Russ Boland similarly and excellently sing@ndedly wrote

them. We then reorganised, separating the role of Recorder, now David Butterfield, from that of
writing the report, which became a team effort under the tutelage & Mibent on as 6T
Edi tor 6.

The team approach has worked supedsig, as we were behind with reports, we were able to
catch up with a massive concerted effort by doing two reports a year for twé years still hear

that sigh of relief from allencerned. This time we again meet the target we set of publishing the
report in the autumn after the relevant yead.

Two members stood down this time after contributing every year since the team was fformed
David Pogson and Russ Boland, who has infatrand entertained us in equal measure in his
excellent reviews of the year. We thank them both heartigwelcomebave Sill whohas joined

and also taken on the review of the year in great style.

The team of course extends to our photographersshmm we now rely to bring our reports to
life, and there are many superb phosmmin this year all taken in theClub area Stuart
Brockl ehustds artwor k h asthigtimeawite asupe Ospreyo ver f

The recording and publishing @irds inH u d d e r is ih myenhind €he single most important
role of theClub and the report of a standard of which we can be pithid despite my occasional
mistakes, which fortunately some eagkted member always spotted, showing that at least
sameone was reading It.has been a pleasure to be part of such an able tearhapel tocontinue

the publishing role, for the time beingnless hat is Mike Denton can way lay sonaher
unsuspecting birder

As if to mark my retirement in style, the birds of Huddersfield have laid on a bumper year in 2014,
with 177 species, including three new to the afeaad all about them here and, while you do,
pleasespare a thought for the efforts of the team braticht it to you.

Mike Wainman



ABOUT HUDDERSFI ELD Bl RDWATCHE

Huddersfield Birdwatchersdé Club was for med
with the aims of:

1. Studying and recording the wild birds of the area and publishing an annal report:

Members and other bird watching supporters are out and about throughout the year observing bi
across the area and submitting records for analysis by our Recorder. We now have a wealth of d
covering some @years, an invaluable source for studying the trends in local bird populations. The
Club is the only organization in the area undertaking and publishing this kind of ornithological
recording andirds in Huddersfield 2014s the latest in an unbroken seri& annual reports since

the Club was formed.

From time to time we also publish more specific,-offavorks, including in 2001 aAtlas of the
Breeding Birds of the Huddersfield Arean 2004Birds of Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1983003
and in 2008 a majowork The Birds of the Huddersfield Areawhich reviewed the complete
history of every species recorded in the area since records began, right up to modern times.

We also publish otfine and in our annual report thieiddersfield List a checklist of alihe species

of wild birds and additional races that have officially been accepted as having been recorded in tl
area. This is now updated annually as a ot
lifetime sightings around Huddersfield.

Our publications are to be found in the Huddersfield Library and go to many regional and natione
ornithological and wildlife conservation bodies.

The whole of the Club archive, including all of our publications since 19&&ailable in digital
format on ourweb site for viewing by the public. This is an invaluable source for everyone
interested in the history of the birds of the area.

2. Promoting education of the public about wild birds and their habitats:

Our lecture and meeting programme runs betv@sgtember and May each year, at which visiting
experts present on a wide range of birding topics, from local to overseas, with some stunning st
and video photography. We also have a wealth of birding and photographic expertise within th
Club and enjoypresentations from members equally as knowledgeable and fascinating as ou
visitors.

Each year, we hold a number of | ocal O6patc
pass on their knowledge of local sites of particular birding interest.

Our web sitewww.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk contains information about birding in

the area, as well as about the Club and our activities. The forum is open to public view and shov
the lateslocal bird sightings posted by members, often with photos, and is a great way of finding
out what is eound



http://www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk/

3. Supporting research into conservation of wild birds and their habitats:

Readers will be only too well aware of the threat to many of ourbiitts, but if conservation is

to be effective, it needs to be based upon hard evidence and research. This is where the Club come
in. We have members with substantial experience in bird observation and surveying and there is
also a role for less experieg@t volunteers.

The Club has played a major role in many bird life surveys of local, regional and national
importance, including over 50 for the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), RSPB, National Trust,
Natural England, Peak District National Park, KiddeMetropolitan Council and The Friends of
Beaumont Park. We also advise Kirklees Council on bird life issues through our representation on
its conservation committee and provide data in connection with proposed planning applications for
such as wind turbies.

We aim to undertake a survey programme of some type every year, of a part of the Club area or of
a particular species.

In 2014/15 we launched a nest box scheme, working with another local charity the Bridgewood
Trust that provides support for adultith learning difficulties and which built the boxes at their
centre in Edgerton, providing occupational work for people in their care. Boxes were provided free
of charge to several local woodlands, targeting threatened species such as Pied and Spottec
Flycatchers, as well as more common species.

Our work is undertaken entirely by 4qaid volunteers and we rely entirely upon the generosity of
members and upon voluntary donations to continue our work.

Members of the public are welcome to all of aneetings and patch outings, free of charge
(voluntary donation), and we try to provide something for birdwatchers of all tastes and experience.
It is a great way to learn about birds and to meet fellow birders.

So, whether old hand or beginner, why noe along and join us?

Simply contact any member of the Committesee inside rear cover or visit our website for more
information.

www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk



http://www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk/

2014:THE BIRDING YEAR

This has been a very good year,/kpecies recordedive more than last year, which in itself
would be nice, but add to that the fact thaless than threef them were new to our area makes
it rather special. And on top of all that afithem had excellent photographs taken. Well done to
all concerned.

January opened with unseasonably mild weather, lots of rain and SW gales, which were probabl
what kept the previous y&arGreat Northern Diver at Ladywood Lakes (where it remaimei

4" July). This longer than usual stay enabled a good number of birders to get their year lists off 1
a flying start. On the whole it was fairly quiet aatthough as many skeins of Pifdoted Geese

as last year passed over during the mamitvhere near as many individuals were involved, in fact
the daily maximum was 600 at Blackmoorfoot. Horbury SW once again hosted Chiffchaff showing
characteristics of the Siberian race throughout, though this time only a single was involved. Th
first days of he month did produce two interesting gulls. A secaimter Yellow-legged Gull was

at Bl ackmoorfoot and on the same day an ad
good monthly wildfowl numbers were mainly 45 Wigeon at Dewsbury SW, 19 Goldengjpe o
Cal der at Horbury and a o6redheadd Smew on
infrequent winter visitor to this location, it was very welcome nonetheless. The first snow shower:
saw 20 Snipe on Wholestone Moor and shortly afterwards olisemere surprised to find 40
Golden Plover at the unusual dizzy, wintery heights of Chew Res. and no less surprising at Sna
Res. was a rare winter sighting of a Grey Plover feeding in Rape stubble. Flocks of winter thrush
were into three figures with5D Fieldfare and 100+ Redwing at various locations being the
maxi ma. Some garden watching was rewarded
Linthwaite and 12 Siskin at Cowcliffe, also 30 Linnet feeding near Lepton and c¢.20 Crossbill a
Langset Banks were worthy of note.

The very mild conditions continued inféebruary with some gale force southerly winds and
driving rain. Nevertheles®n one of the calmer days a Hen Harrier was seen hunting across the
moor above Marsden and another was atcBey later in the month. More raptors came in the
welcome form of a Red Kite over Wilshaw followed by two more over Elland GP and the first
Merlin of the year seen at Blackmoorfoot. Ingbirchworth Res. held an impressive 29 Whoope
Swans and even more fiee Bean Geese of the Tundra race which even settled in a field nearby,
three years since the last ones visited. A Green Sandpiper visited Dewsbury SW and two Ja
Snipe were at Ringstone Edge. Single Mediterranean Gulls put in an appearance at Blackmoorf
and Ringstone Edge. Two very different flocks came in the form of 250 Golden Plover at
Cheesegate Nabontrasting with the ¢.100 Goldfinch around Huddersfield Civic Centre. As even
milder weather brought the month to a close regular sightings of Gtanevere made in the
Marsden area.

The first day ofMarch was pleasant, misty and still first thing, sunny later. What happened to
winter? A firstwinter Mediterranean Gull visited Ingbirchworth Res. but after a quick change
brought heavy overnight rai nice drake Smew graced the Calder at Horbury and then another
Mediterranean Gull, this time an adult at Blackmoorfoot, with a Green Sandpiper remaining a
Ossett Spa to the month end after being joined by a second. It was towards the middle of the mor
after some mixed, but still mild conditions before a Red Kite flew over Golcar, 10 Shoveler were
at Dewsbury SW and 120 Redwing at Blackmoorfoot. It was from this point that things began tc
liven up after a spell of very strong winds from the W brougétfitst summer migrants, when
Wheatear and Sand Martin visited Blackmoorfoot and a Blackcap was at Colne Bridge SP.
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In the meantime yet another Red Kite had flown over Blackmoorfoot and a nice flock of ¢.500
Fieldfare were still in the Penistone area. Tds of another beautiful winter visitor, Whooper
Swan, were seen as ¢.60 flew W over Colne Bridge. This brought us to an eventful end to the
month when, apart from eight Raven and 10 Ring Ouzel in the Little Don Valley, a beautiful
Avocet graced the filtebeds below Langsett Res. for just a short while before heading off in a
northerly directionAnother of thehreenew species for our area, an impressnae TwoeBarred
Crossbill, was found by diligent observers in the Dtmee area. What an end to tmenth!

Fairly benign weather continued infpril and apart from a few more arrivals in the early part
things were relatively quiet, though 80 Fieldfare were still in the Marsden area. Goshawks were
seen at a potential breeding site and we can only tigiehey met with some success as this
beautiful species tries to hang on for dear life in our area. Conversely five single Red Kite were
seen in the area, a Hen Harrier at Blackmoorfoot and a Marsh Harrier drifting W at Harden were
the other raptors ofate, along with the first of the ydar Hobby sightings. Blackmoorfoot
observers were rewarded when a remarkable three pairs of Garganey and a summer plumage Red
Throated Diver also visited, and two days later, after an absence of eight years in dhregea,
Velvet Scoter turned up at Langsett Res.

Some very pleasant warm weather during the second half of the month helped to move things along
and Little Ringed Plover were recorded from 14 sites with plenty more summer visitors also
arriving. The main ifiux however started in earnest in the third week and by the month end just
about everything was in, including the first Swift and Cuckoo along with a flurry of tern sightings
which included Little and Black at Blackmoorfoot, the only ones seen thissrghCommon and

Artic too. At the same venue a Baailed Godwit flew E, a fitting end to a very fruitful month.

Despite a pretty cool start May the last of the summer visitors were makihgrhselves heard,
Garden Warbleand particularly pleasingReal Warbler and Tree Pipiwith a little latermore

churing Nightjars than usual and Quail singing at Royd Moor Res. A grounded Whimbrel stayed
long enough to be photographed, more Artic and Common Tern passed through and at one site
Ringed Plover were spected of breeding.

May also gave us two great new area species, first a Lesser Scaup at Ingbirchworth Res. This
species is easily overlooked, so well done to all concerned. The second, easier to identify if not
hiding, was a Purple Heron at Dewsbury Sk bird eventually gave flight views which allowed

it to be photographed. Who knows in not many
other relatives and may well be breeding? Watch this space. In the meantime species thabwould
normaly be classed as more mundane, a Red Kite and a Marsh Harrier had passed over Harden
and Marsden Moor respectively. A singing Black Redstart gave us a very welcome spring addition
to our ever increasing number of autumn recobds very sadly this is inantrast to the single

record of a beautiful Hawfinch on the last day of the month.

Early June brought little of note apart from a welcome singing Quail and another Red Kite, but it
does give us a chance, now that all are back in their breeding territortake stock as it were,

and see how records compare for some of our declining species. Unfortumatedyords showed
that the news isndt go oidbarklphangihgos; Spotted Bygaicher e d
T well down; Tree Pipii down againjonly one Wood Warbler seen and heard and not a single
record of Woodlark. It was not all doom and gloom, however, as Yellow Wagtail appeared to be
holding on and Sedge, Reed and Willow Warblers were about the same as previous years. An
increase this yeaof Cuckoo and Nightjar, with a slight increase in Redstart and Whinchat
numbers, boosted moeal



Early July was the normally quiet period but at least we had another warm month with some ver
hot days towards the end. A good run of Common Scoter be¢fanpvio 19 individuals involved

and three Little Egret sightings continued another good year for this ever increasing specie
Langsett Res. gave us some roosting Yell@gged Gulls and three Whimbrel flew over. A
healthy number of autumn records begathva juvenile Black Redstart and a Marsh Harrier
passed over. Finally, strong W winds brought the month to a close and rewarded observers
Blackmoorfoot Res. with four Sanderling flying W, no doubt taking full advantage of the
headwind.

Apartfromsufe r i ng the aftermath of Hurricane 06Bel
placid in August, and we started to see some early movers with an Osprey over Marsden, twt
Marsh Harrier over Blackmoorfoot, a number of Hobby and no less than 11 BuzGandtlavaite

Dam. Some welcome waders were the only Greenshank record of the year at Ringstone Edq
Green Sandpiper at Royd Moor Res. with no less than five at Dewsbury SW and three welcon
Sanderling visited Langsett. Ringstone Edge was paid a five miisittey three Little Egret and
Great White Egret were seen over Marsden Moor and Scout Dyke. The gull roost at Langsett Re
held an adult Caspian Gull for a couple of days, a Little Gull departed W from Dewsbury SW anc
more fly-over Artic and Common Taroccurred.

The first half ofSeptemberbrought yet again some very hot days albeit some with a misty start.
The last Swift was seen on the second day quickly followed by Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, twc
Ospreys and plenty of Hobby sightings, to make the best September out of the last Temo
Fieldfare were in very early considering it would be nearly a month before the next a@ivals.
6v-mgb watch observers were rewarded with wup
other migrarg included a Sedge Warbler at Ingbirchworth, five Redstart at Blackmoorfoot and a
Lesser Whitethroat grounded by early morning mist at Hepworth. Bretton Park held a maximun
70 Teal and the first Pinkooted Geese went NE over Pule Hill which started a geog winter
period for the smpiegdesceBackabnHaheéeodbvQuarrtr
no less than 2,500 Meadow Pipit went S on a single day. Then the highlight or highlights of ths
month came on the last two days. First a Brifasted Sandpiper feeding with Golden Plovers at
Ringstone Edge, only thé"Becord for our area, and the day after, probably due to the presence of
the aforementioned, a rare autumn sighting of a Dotterel.

For the first couple of daySctober started asSeptember had left off, and then began a period of
strong S and SW winds which on a couple of days wiere wl er s made wor s
Pink-footed Geese were still seen on 16 days with a maximum 1,058 over Harden Quarries and
adult Whooper Swardeparted W from Blackmoorfoot. Taking refuge here was a male Scaup and
the only Pochard of the month, again a male, was at Royd Moor Res. Blackmoorfoot had the fir
Goldeneye, which started quite a lean spell of sightings here, at this once well feelogpoit

Raptors were very much in evidence, plenty of Common Buzzard moved through and towards tt
end of the month four Rougbgged Buzzard, which carried on into the following month, and led
to a bumper year for them. There were ten Merlin recortteiMarsden area, coinciding with the
build-up of Twite at the feeding station and a few Peregrines doing likewise with Woodpigeon
passing through, also a very late adult Hobby went low W into driving rain at the same place.

A Rock Pipit at Deer Hill wagoined by a second, more Black Redstart were seen in the hills, a
|l ate Yell ow Wagtail flew S and up to 40 gWh e
duty had a busy month, 60 Pied Wagtails were counted as they flew SW at Harden Quarries, almc
15,000 Woodpigeon flew SW down the Colne Valley and 2,500 Starling waited in fields above
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Marsden until fog on the tops lifted before continuing W and eleven Ring Ouzel flew S. Finally,
winter visitors increased in numbers to a maximum of 367 Fieldfare&Blackmoorfoot and

in a halfhour period, a magnificent 2,000 + Redwing flew SE over Rastrick and the last day of
the month brought a Snow Bunting S over Pule Hill.

Novemberopened on a by now familiar note, with a lot of rain and some very straiglyrsW

winds, though the second half was more typical with some days of very poor visibility and lower
temperatures. These conditions favoured overhead thrushes when over the first three days at
Harden Quarries observers logged an impressive 4,500dfelahd almost 3,500 Redwing. The
influx of Roughlegged Buzzard continued and involved up to 13 more individuals, perhaps with
this species it is more than likely there was some duplication, but it was an excellent year
nonetheless. Other raptors inclddevo Hen Harrier above Marsden and more Merlin and
Peregrine. Some good wildfowl counts were carried out with 60 Wigeon, 82 Teal and a maximum
of 10 Goldeneyat Dewsbury SW. At Bretton 32 Gadwallf Shoveler, 93 Goosander and two
Redbreasted Mergansererethe pick, with a single of the latter at Blackmoorfoot too where 16
Barnacle Geese went over before turning W up the Colne Valley. There were late sightings of
Black Redstart and two of Ring Ougzblt the biggest surprise of all must have been agiieb

Reed Warbler singing in a very well watched Linthwaite garden.

Early Decemberwas much colder with falling temperatures bringing some wintery showers. A
very high count of 20 Goldeneye at Blackmoorfoot, albeit for just one day, was still welcome as
were 70 Teal at Bretton Park and 30 Wigeon and Gadwall at Horbury Strands/Wyke. On the raptor
front a Red Kite drifted over Whitley Common and there were several records of Peregrines. A
Kittiwake departed W at Blackmoorfoot Res. and the first Iceland @ultsvo years visited with

three in just two days. Almost 8,000 Woodpigeon passed over Pule Hill in two days, another high
number of Pied Wagtail were present at Dewsbury SW, 45+ Blue Tits were present at
Blackmoorfoot and three figure counts of Fieléfand Redwing were noted bringing the month

and year to a close.

Dave Sill.

Many thanks to Russ Boland for all his hard work in previous years.



THE WEATHER IN 20 14

The following weather summary is from Huddersfield University weather station and is
reproduced by kind permission of Julie Walker of the School of Applied Sciences:

The Met Office have stated that provisional full year figures for 2014 show it is the UK's warmes
and fourth wettest year in records dating back to 1910. It is alseatineest year on record in the
Central England Temperature series, which dates back to 1659 and is the world's longest runni
instrumental temperature series. This year's record means that eight of the UK's top ten warme
years have happened since 2002.

Huddersfield experienced the M 2vettest year since our records began in 1990. A total of
868.94mm of rainfall was recorded compared to the average figure of 912.3mm. The wette:
mont h was December with 134.6mm of rainfall
year was th@ 7" March when 31.4mm of rainfall was recorded. The driest month of the year was
September with 12.2mm of rainfall. The driest spell of the year was between Moritidyris

and Monday 23 June, 8 days in total. The wettest spell was between Wedne%dan land
Wednesday 29January during which a total of 112mm was recorded.

The war mest month of the year was July witt
of the year was July #5wh en an average temper at uhighesto f
temperature during the vyeaftJulwakecddest foatofthe c
year was December with an average temper at
Saturday 2 December when an aver agrecordec Mipeelowast u r
temperature recorded duringthe yearwag C r ec or d e d"Decemb8&rat ur day

The windiest month of the year was February with a mean wind speed of 16.78km/hr; this is th
third windiest month of all months since our records bedée windiest day of the year was

December 22 with a mean wind speed of 44.28km/hr, one of the highest recorded figures since
our records began. The highest gust of wind for the year was 134.28km/hr recorded FeBruary 1Z

Monthly Overview 2014

All average figures are those recorded by the Applied Sciences weather station sincall1990.
months of the year recorded higher than average temperatures except for August. The temperat
only fell below zero on 13 days of the year.

January T It was thewettest January since 2008 with only one day escaping rainfall. It was also
the mildest since 2008 with temperatures only falling below zero on three days.

February i Temperatures were nearly a degree centigrade above average. It was the wette
Februarysince 2011 and the sixth wettest since our records began. Only three days with no rainfa
The third windiest month since our records began with significant damage caused on Wednesd
120,

March i It was the ¥ warmest and 8 Wettest March since ouecords began. A maximum
temperature of 18. 9e C Mivthethird wacmest trapératurenrecdrded r
for March since our records began.

April - It was the 3' warmest and % driest April since our records began.
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May - It was the wamest May since 2008 and the seventh warmest May since our records began.
It was the second wetteglay since our records began.

June - Huddersfield experienced it§ &varmest andBdriest June since our records bedawas
the driest June since2006. Wind speeds were much lower than average.

July - It was the fourth warmest July since our records began with temperatures not falling below
double figuresThe month was very dry with below average rainfall and 21 déy®ut rain.

August - Cool, wet and windy! It was the coolest August since our records began with
temperatures over 1.5eC cooler than average.
hurricamdepaBeetdh ov e r"i i bringingdsornenunseasomably @indy and

wet weatherlt was by far the windiest August since our new weather station was installed in 2005.

Septemberi It was the fourth warmest September since our records began and the driest on record;
wind speeds were also velgw for the time of year. Below average wind speeds were also
recorded.

Octoberi It was the fourth warmest October since our records began and the warmest since 2006.
Halloween was the fourth warmest October day since 1990. Although there was befall rai
only eight days of the month escaped rain.

Novemberi Again very mild, average rainfall but only seven days free from rainfall. It was the
fourth warmest November since our records began.

Decemberi Above average temperatures but the sixth welesember since our records began.
Wind speeds were particularly high for the time of year.
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NOTES ON THE CLASSIFIED LIST
The area covered by the Club comprises Ordnance Surwylderetre squares SE 00, 01, 10,
11, 20 and 21, together with thgsarts of SE 02 and SE 12 south of the Rivers Ryburn and Calder,
plus Elland Gravel Pits and Dewsbury Sewage Farm. See also the map inside the rear cover.

The taxonomic order follows that recommend ¢

The statudf each species is indicated by the following classifications:

Resident breeder Migrant breeder Partial migrant
Winter visitor Passage visitor Rare visitor
Vagrant

For breeding species, the number appearing in brackets following the statéimeeding status
is an estimated level of breeding abundance, based upon the table below:

1. 1-20 pairs per year 4. 5102500 pairs per year
2. 21-100 pairs per year 5. 2501 or more pairs per ye:
3. 101-500 pairs per yea

These figureswerd er i ved from data gathered during t
years 198792. Since this time a number of species have decreased alarmmyihinchat but,

due to a lack of detailed information, it would be an impossible task to judgrithieers now
involved. In an effort to overcome this problem, although retaining the original estimate, any
species which has shown a noticeable decline has now been indicated.

Species that are O6red |isted®6 PR0O9 listlofeBirdBofi t i
Conservation Concern, i.e. those of high concern, are marked accordingly. Precise locations f
records of Schedule 1 species (Protection of Birds Act 1981) and for some other sensitive speci
have been kept confidential where ifett that publication might lead to harmful disturbance.

Abbreviations: the following have been used in order to keep the text concise:

c. -approximately GP  -Gravel Pit
N -North NR  -Nature Reserve
S -South SW  -Sewage Works
E -East SP -Sludge Plant
W -West Res. -Reservoir
CP -Country Park nc no count
Onpagel2li s a compl ete | i st ofthe A2seecied and 2 aalditiorfali e |

distinct races of wild birds that have bee
since records began, up to the end of20he List incorporates guidance on when a description
is required to support sightings.
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All reports of rare and ursual species and races that require a description have been assessed by
the Club Records Committee, Yorkshire Natur
British Birds Rarities Committee (BBRC), as appropriate.

A comprehensive list afo-ordinateof sites within theClub areacan be found on our web site

www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk
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THE CLASSIFIED LIST 20 14

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Resident, occasional breeder (1:8 pairs.

Records were received from 10 sites (13 in 2013).

Breeding was only recorded lzadywood Lakeswhere up to four adults were present throughout
the year and four juveniles were in evidence by-Maj.

Other records were as follows:

Ossett Spa SW a firstwinter on £ January and two adults on"13pril.

Bretton Park 1 up to three were present from January to-March and again on ¥0June but
there were then no further records until two adults and six juvemies seemn 17" September.
These birds then remained until the year end and attracted an additional bird bet¥een 22
November and I7December.

Boshaw Whams' the immature present in late December 2013 remained until at |&a&tg0st.
Dewsbury SWi two adults on 1" January.

Battyeford i an adult on 2 February.

Dewsbury SWi two adults on 1% January, three on f3Varch, two on 20 April, three on 18

May and two on % June.

Horbury area i four were on the Strands/Wyke onBebruary, with six there oriMay and

four on 24" December. A single adult was on the canal ®iv@rch. An adult was seen regularly
on the river between miflarch and mieMay with nine on % May and four, one of which was

an immature, on ¥8May. Two were on the river on 3Quy, one of which had been colour
ringed as an adult male at Pugneys CP dhJa@uary 2007 and had bred on the Calder Park Lake
during that year.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Birds were seen during the first winggriod as follows:

Bretton Park i an adult on the Lower Lake on"1January.

Blackmoorfoot Resi two adults were present ot Bebruary and seven adults arrived at 10.25hrs.
on 17" February.

Ingbirchworth Res i 29 were present on February but thisiad reduced to two adults and a
juvenile the following day.

Penistonei a herd ofc.15 flew W at 11.00hrs. on T8-ebruary.

Colne Bridge SPi a herd ofc.60 flew W on 24 March.

Birds were seen during the second winter period as follows:

Ringstone Edge Re$ a single on 1" October, seven flew SE on'2@ctober and six adults were
present on'$ December.

Elland GP i four on theski lakeon 12" October

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni 11 flew E at 09.50hrs. on 2@ctober and a single flew &
09.40hrs. on 15December.

Blackmoorfoot Resi in October, 15 adults departed W at 08.30hrs. ¢t 8o adults and two
juveniles flew S at 10.15hrs. on®4and the five (3 adults and two juveniles) present dhwa9e
joined by a further six (2 adts and 4 juveniles) which arrived from the NE at 09.50hrs. Four adults
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were present on"®November, an adult departed E at 09.30hrs. dhNdvember and an adult
was present on8December.

Waterloo i seven flew S on 290ctober.

Winscar Resi four adults were present orftNovember.

Isle of Skye Quarryi 10 flew E at 08.33hrs. ori"/November.

BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis
Rare winter visitor.

Five birds of the Tundra rack f. rossicusvere present dhgbirchworth Res. on 2F February.
The birds remained detached from the other geese present and eventually settled in a field to the
NW of the reservoir (MCW).

This is the first record of this race in the Club area since birds were in the same area in early
January 2011.

PINK -FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
Common to numerous passage and winter visitor.

There was no repeat of the large numbers recorded in the first winter period of 2013 (3750 in two
days) but the number of skeins was similar.

10" January 7 600 W (140+ 110 + 60 + 140 + 110 + 4fetween 11.10hrs. and 13.00hsver
Blackmoorfoot; two skeins o£.100, which may have involved some of the Blackmoorfoot birds,
flew W overGolcar; 380 W (150 at 11,25hrs. + 230 at 11.50hrs.) Ggywith Res; 350 W (250

at 12.40hrs. + 100 at 13.10hrs.) ov&rammonden Waterand 150 W at 10.50hrs. ovEtland

GP.

11% January i ¢.160 NW at 09.30hrs. ov&astrick and 75 W at 12.05hrs. Btackmoorfoot.

16" January 1 220 NW (80 at 11.05hrs. + 140 at 11.10hos¢rBlackmoorfoot.

18" January i ¢.180 W at 10.25hrs. ovésolcar.

19" January 7 ¢.150 ESE oveSkelmanthorpeandc.100 W at 16.00hrs. ov@rockholes.

10" February 7 525 (250 W at 11.00hrs. + 275 W at 11.15hrsBran Clough.

17" February i ¢.60 W atCrimble Clough and180 W (80 at 10.00hrs. + 100 at 10.45ha.)
Blackmoorfoot.

18" February i 66 NW overDewsbury.

1t March 7 80 WNW overRamsdenat 11.35hrs. were almost certainly the same as birds seen
flying NW overMeltham Moor a few minutes later.

5th March i 28 W overLepton; 30 NW at 11.15hrs. &radley Park GC andc.35 W at 11.30hrs.
overBretton.

10" March 7 90 NW at 10.50hrs. ovddlackmoorfoot.

Grounded birds were reported as follows: a single w&ammonden Wateron four dates in
January; one or two were seenrajbirchworth Res. on seven dates between"W¥anuary and
17" March; two were in fields aknnat Royd Lane on 8" February; and singles wereHorbury
Strands/Wyke on 12" March andHepworth on 35 March.

In the second winter period 58 reports were received (compared to 40 in 2013). There were
exceptional movements on"Land 12" October when 2000+ were seen moving over the area.
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215t Septemberi a distant skein was heard flying NE at 07.40hrs. e Hill, Marsden.

24N Septemberi 15 SW at 16.17hrs. ovd@eer Hill Res; 46 NW at 10.40hrs. oveRule Hill,
Marsden and 42 W ovekVinscar.

25" Septemberi a skein was heard flying SE after dusk oMemwsome.

27" Septemberi ¢.60 NE atHarden Quarries and 44 E aPule Hill, Marsden.

28" Septemberi 64 over WNW oveHarden Quarries.

29" Septemberi 18 E oveiWards End Farm, Marsden.

18t October i ¢.90 E atAlmondbury .

39 Octoberi 78 SW atDewsbury SW.

5t Octoberi 85 E at 08.31hrs. ov&¥ards End Farm, Marsden.

6™ Octoberi 100 W at 17.45hrs. ov&¥ards End Farm, Marsden.

11 October i 240 (130 E at 09.15hrs. + 110 W at 10.45hrs.) @lackmoorfoot; c.50 NE at
11.00hrs. oveRastrick; ¢.260 W at 11.38hrs. ovétule Hill, Marsden; 361 (250 WNW +101
E) atHarden Quarries; ¢.250 E oveMeltham andc.150 E at 19.09hrs. &v/ards End Farm,
Marsden.

12 October i 1058 (995 E + 63 WSW) ovétarden Quarries; a skein heard flying NE above
the cloud layer at 08.49hrs. + 150 SE at 08.49hrs. + #keias heard heading NE at 09.10hrs.
over Pule Hill, Marsden; 100 NW atHepworth; 70 S at 14.20hrs. ovéards End Farm,
Marsden andc.30 overBretton Park.

17" Octoberi ¢.470 (305 NE at 08.37hrs. + 165 NE at 08.40hrs.) tslerof Skye Quarry.

18" October - ¢.50 W overHolmbridge.

19" October i 180 E at 10.20hrsat Blackmoorfoot, ¢.100 E overMeltham, several skeins
totalling 1220 SE aVinscar.

227 Octoberi 11 S at 07.49hrs. ov@idfield and 14(5 S + 9 W) aWards End Farm, Marsden.
2349 Octoberi ¢.40 E ovemMeltham.

24N October i 26 W overAlmondbury, 136 (60 W at 08.35hrs. + 22 W at 13.15hrs. + 54 E at
14.30hrs.) oveWards End Farm, Marsdenand 55 E at 17.00hrs. ovetarsden

25" October i 350 E (170 at 09.05hrs. + 180 at 11.35hwsgr Blackmoorfoot andc.200 E at
09.00hrs. ovePule Hill, Marsden.

26" October i 909 (50 NE at 08.05hrs. + 75 NE at 08.25hrs. + 30 NE at 08.28hrs. + 450 ENE a
08.30hrs. + 100 ENE at 08.32hrs. + 60 S at 08.34hrs. + 44 NE at 08.50hrs/yards End
Farm, Marsden.

28" Octoberi 8 E overWards End Farm, Marsden.

29" Octoberi 38 (3 W + 35 NW at 09.25 hrs.) Atards End Farm, Marsden.

15t November i ¢.260 E at 08.05hrs. ovadarden Quarries and c.50 NE at 09.00hrs. at
Brockholes.

2" Novemberi ¢.190 (130 + 60) E aHarden Quarries.

39 Novemberi ¢.175 E (65 at 07.45hrs. + 110 at 08.00hrs.) &e Hill, Marsden.

4" Novemberi 115 E at 08.23hrs. ov8radshaw and a distant skein heard flying E at 08.30hrs.
+ 45 E at 09.15hrs. ov&ule Hill, Marsden.

9" Novemberi ¢.101 ( 21 E at 08.50hrs.@80 at 09.35hrs.) ovedarden Quarries.

239 Novemberi 35 E at 08.55hrs. ahgbirchworth Res. and 42 E at 10.25hrs. ovkeangsett
Res.

24N Novemberi 4 W at 09.35hrs. aBlackmoorfoot.

25" Novemberi 148 W @0 at 10.10hrs. + 20 at 10.30hrs. + 88 at 10.20hrs.)\Weeds End
Farm, Marsden.

30" Novemberi 121 (35 E at 08.50hrs. + 56 W at 09.30hrs. + 30 W at 09.31hrs. \eets
End Farm, Marsden.

13" Decemberi 75 NW at 12.50hrs. ovédlackmoorfoot.
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14 Decemberi 10 W at 08.50hrs. ov&Wards End Farm, Marsden and 60 W at 10.05hrs. over
Horbury SW.

28" Decemberi 526 W (largest party (135) between 10.40hrs. and 11.45hrs. Waets End
Farm, Marsden.

30" Decemberi ¢.100 overMeltham Mills and 37 W at13.45hrs. atWards End Farm,
Marsden.

The only grounded birds involved a singlelrgbirchworth Res. on 394" November, four at
Annat Royd Lane on 68" November and a single $hape Resfrom 19"to 215 November.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Uncommondecreased to rare/scarce passage visitor, increasing feral visitor.

With the exception of June, thegbirchworth area held birds throughout the year, with the flock
size generally exceeding those of 2013. Other sites with larger counts than normzd mgesett
Res.andBarnside, Hepworth.

In the Ingbirchworth areaas in 2013, Ingbirchworth Res. hel d t he Il i on
January/February up to 112 were regularly recorded but, with the excepti8a@bn 1 March,

numbers remained in single figures until 17 were present@®eptember. Thereafter, the flock

size increased to 132 by @eptember and 175 by ®2&eptember, and remainedcat30 until

early November, after which it never exceeded 70.

Othersightings from this area involved the following maxima:
Royd Moor Resi ¢.100 on 18 August and 128 on 34August.
Ingbirchworth Common i 30 flew S on 18 September.

Annat Royd Lanei ¢.120 on 4 November and 164 two days later.
Spicer House Lang ¢.200 on & December.

The only record fronLangsett Res during the first winter period involve80 on 16" February.
Later in the year, the 37 present shSeptember had increased to 106 two days later and 146 on
7t September. Between then and e@btober, although numbers never fell below 30, there was
a maximum of 74 on #5September.

At Barnside, Hepworth up to 16 were present during the last two weeks of March and five were
seen on 18 April.

Blackmoorfoot Resi the downward turn in records reported for the last two years continued and
like those years, this was probably due to the lack of a Canada Goose flock (see below) which in
the past has attracted lestaying individuals. A skein of 25 flew W at 10.50hrs. 132" January;

in March, two were present off\9a single flew W at 10.35hrs. on'23and one was present on

26" singles were seen o' Q\pril and 6" and 29" May. There were no further records until a
skein of 22 flew W at 13.00hrs. on'2®ctober in November, two were present ofy, $ive flew

W at 10.35hrs. on 19 and two were seen on29rhe only other record involved five which flew

N at 10.15hrs. onttDecember.

Smaller numbers were reported from other localities:
Meal Hill i although lirds werepresent throughout the year with Canada Geese, no figures were
forthcoming.
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Ladywood Lakesi three on ¥and 11" January and a single on'28pril
Winscar Resi two on 14" January.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i two on 12" March.

Dewsbury SWi two on 14" March.

Bretton Park 7 seven on 14 March and six on I2October.

Horbury i a single on the River Calder on"i®larch.

Ringstone Edge Reé two on 12" April.

Dewsbury SWi two on 20" April.

Slaithwaite i two on the canal on ¥May.

Lower Windleden Resi seven on 30 May.

Wards End Farm, Marsden i in November, four flew W at 07.05hrs. off,%5 flew W at
10.10hrs. on 18and four flew W on 24.

Castle Dami a single on 23 and four on 2% December.

(GREATER)CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Resident breeder, increased te3§250-150 pairs.

Monthly maxima at regularly occupied sites were as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar| Apr | May | Jun| Jul| Aug | Sep| Oct| Nov | Dec
Blackmoorfoot Res 2| 5] 12] 9 3115 8| 18 0] 2| 0] O
Bretton Park 130| nc| 148| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc|108| 53| 125|150
Horbury Strands/Wyk{ 25| 46| 38| nc 4| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc
Ingbirchworth Res 106|225| 92| 7 1] 5| 5| 19|361/201] 151|161

Ladywood Lakes 70| nc| nc| nc| 10| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc
Langsett Res nc| nc| 43| 33| 33| 58| 27| nc| 88| nc| nc| nc
Royd Moor Res nc| 34| 4| nc| nc| nc| 63| 260 nc| nc| nc| nc
Scout Dike Res 30| 72| 51| nc| nc| nc| nc| 220 nc| nc| nc| 75

At Blackmoorfoot Res birds were very sporadic in appearance, with occurrences on a maximum
of nine days per month with the exceptions of 19 in March and ¥igust, and no flocks
remained for more than four days duration.

Breeding was reported from eight sites (same as in 2013):

Dewsbury SW(1 pair),Deanhead Res(9 goslings)Ladywood Lakes(1 pair) Langsett Res

(6 goslings),Redbrook Res (1 pair), Wessenden Res(3 goslings),March Haigh Res (6
goslings) andsunthwaite Dam (3 goslings). In addition, a single paired with a farmyard Greylag,
along with their seven goslings, were preseM/atscar Res in late June.

The following sites had counts excess of 25 birds:

Scammonden Wateri 102 on 15 and 82 on 260 January and 210 ori®November.
Ringstone Edge Re$ 53 on 11" March and 26 on F1April.

Broadstone Res 26 on17" March and 84 on 17September.

Winscar Resi 28 on 17" and 38 or24" March, and up to 58 throughout July.
Horbury i 34 on the River Calder on #®arch.

Upper Windleden Resi 38 on 24 March.

Brighouse-Elland i 42 on 29 March.

Dewsburyi 36 on the River Calder orf%%September.

Annat Royd Lanei 30 on 4" November.
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Sparth Resi 41 on 13 November and 41 on December.
Castle Dami 66 on 28" November and, in December, 62 df} 273 on 19, 167 on 28 and 306
on 27,

A Canada x Greylag hybrid was presentangsett Reson 15" April.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
Rare visitor and occasional feral breeder (1), gairs.

At Blackmoorfoot Res a flock of 16 flew Nover the reservoir and turned W up the Colne Valley
at 09.05hrs. on'8November (MLD, GBS).

Goose sp.

Blackmoorfoot Resi on 3" March a flock ofc.80 geese which flew W at 09.55hrsastoo
distant (over, or beyond Wholestone Moor) for positive identification. The way the birds were
grouped together (i.e. not forming a 0Vd)
much vhite at the rear and a faster wing beat than-Rinked Goose, strongly suggested Brent
GeeseBranta bernicla(MLD, CH, GBS).

(COMMON) SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon passage visitor.

This year records came from three locations, compared to eig@iBand six in 2012.

Blackmoorfoot Resi as in the previous five years, there were only a small number of records,
with most being in the first half of the year. In January, a single was present and Zour on

14", February saw singles off"@nd 14, four on 19, a single on 22, and five (2 present + 3
which arrived at 11.50hrs.) on'23t was equally as quiet in March which could only muster four
on 10" singles on 28 and 2%, and two on 28. There were then no records until fiuseniles

flew W at 08.25hrs. on®™August. The only records thereafter involved three which flew W at
09.10hrs. on B November, five on 4 November and two on $8ecember.

Langsett Resi four on 19" January.

Ringstone Edge Re$ two on 29" Januaryand 27 February, three onf™March, a single on 12

April, and three on 28 August.

MANDARIN DUCK _Aix galericulata
Rare to scarce visitor. Has bred.

There were reports from seven locations (6 in 2013) but there was no evidence of breeding.

Holmfirth T there were occasional sightings of a male and female on the river throughout the year.
Blackmoorfoot Resi single males were present dh January and F5April.

Bretton Park i three (2 males) on ¥ZJanuary, a male orf®November and an unsexed bird on

21 November.

Dewsbury SWi a male on the River Calder on"28pril, four unsexed birds on"8September

and three (1 male) orftDctober.

19



Brockholesi a leucistic male, along with a normal male, were present on the IRohame on &
May.

Dewsburyi a male and female on the River Calder Brd@ne and an unsexed bird ori"12ily.
Ryburn Resi five (3 males) on 18October.

(EURASIAN) WIGEON Anas penelope
Common passage and winter visitor.

There were reports from 16cations (15 in 2013).

Meal Hill attracted birds on a near daily basis during the first winter period, with the last &) on 1
April. The largest gathering involved 30 in riiéébruary. Birds were regularly attractedastle
Dam andOssett Spa SWHuring this period but were scarce at other sites.

Other records during the first winter period were as follows:

Ossett Spa SW after seven onsland two on 28 January, there were no records until March,
but up to 11 were present on eight days betwagand 26'. The only other record involved a
single on 18 April.

Blackmoorfoot Resi in January 14 were present on 2nd, two ofi 43d a single on 21 The
only other records concerned singles ot E8bruary and®and 18" March.

Broadstone Red 28 on 4" January, 23 on 12March and six on 28March.

Dewsbury SWi 45 on 11 January and, in March, eight oft,4.1 on §'and 10 on 1%
Ingbirchworth Res i two on 14" and four on 21 January and a single on2&ebruary.

Castle Dami after14 on 18 and 17 on 22 January, up to 17 were recorded on five dates between
2"dand 24" February. The only other record involved a single dhi@arch.

Gunthwaite Dami one on 2# February.

Scout Dike Reg three on 2 March.

Dewsburyi four on theRiver Calder on 14March.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i six on 3¢" March.

An eclipse male dngbirchworth Res. on 30" June was an unusual summer occurrence.

Following the first returning birds in early September, birds became more widely distributed, bu
aggregations were generally small, the largest flock consistiog@f

Blackmoorfoot Resi in September, a single ol 4ive on 12", three on 28and 10 the following
day were followed by up to eight (usually 3 or less) on 18 dates bete@at@ber and the year
end.

Broadstone Red nine on 1% September and.40 on 18 September.

Ingbirchworth Res i three on 18 September, five on 800ctober and, in November, five off,3

17 on 16'and 13 on 18,

Meal Hill i five 5" October then flatuating numbers until the year end. Due to the site being
private and the lakes surrounded by trees itmepossible to obtain any quantitative data.
Bretton Park i 11 on 12 October, 15 on®®November, and 18 on both ®November and 7
December.

Dewsbury SWi 20 on &'November.

Royd Moor Resi four on 9" November.

Winscar Resi four on 18" November.

Castle Dami two on 2@ November and, in December, two dfi, 3hree on 1%, seven on 23

and 14 on 2.
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Boshaw Whamsi two on 229 November.
Ringstone Edge Re$ two on 2% November.
Scout Dike Reg three on 3' December.
Horbury Strands/Wyke i 30 on 14 December.

GADWALL Anas strepera
Uncommon passage and winter visitor. Has bred.

There were reports from 10 sites (14 in 2013) but, as last year, no breeding was reported. Birds
were very scarce after June, and the only sites which harboured bird8msttom Park and
Blackmoorfoot Res

Ossett Spa SW five (3 males) on %January ad a male and female on"/23" April.

Bretton Park i there was a good run of records betwe€da@nuary and 28March when up to
seven were regularly present, but there were 14 unsexed bird$ dariliary and 12 (9 males) on
24" January.

Ladywood Lakesi a male on 1 January.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i six (4 males) on Iand 26" January, 16 (8 males) on"1&ebruary
and, in March, 10 (5 males) ofi"2a male and female of'4four (2 males) on'6and 19 unsexed
birds on 3@ March.

Blackmoorfoot Resi there were five records: two males dhFebruary, a male on f4March,

a male and female or"&nd 28" September, and a male ori"®ctober.

Horbury i birds were seen on the River Calder as follows: in March, a male and femal&,on 12
seven(5 maleg on 19", and a male and female on'2& male and female were present ¢h 4
May and a male on‘"May.

Scout Dike Res a male on 12 March.

Ringstone Edge Re§ a male and female on % 84arch.

Royd Moor Resi a male on 1% March.

Dewsbury SWi an unsexed bird oriPpril, a male and female on $@pril, three (2 males) on
18" May, four unsexed birds on 8May, and three (2 males) off dune.

Gadwall

The only records in the second half of the year, apart from those mentioned abmve fro
Blackmoorfoot were from Bretton Park, where good numbers were present betweeh 17
September and the year end. Most records involved ddigble aggregations, with maxima of

18 on 9" November, 32 on 22 November and 21 on $December.

(COMMON) TEAL Anas crecca
Resident breeder (1);20 pairs. Common passage and winter visitor.

Records were received from 27 locations (28 in 2013) but the number of records decreased by 32
from 2013. Breeding was confirmed from one site. With the excepti@eatbury SW, which
held a good assemblage during the first winter period, numbers were generally on the low side.

Birds were reported during the first half of the year as follows:

Horbury SW i six on Ftand 19" January, four on 26January, two on™ March and five on
30" March.
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Blackmoorfoot Resi birds were only recorded on seven dates betw&gla@uary and F8April,
with a maximum of seven of®and 19" January, eight on 1Qanuary and six ori™April.
Bretton Park i recorded almost daily beeen ¥ to 30" January with a maximum of 19 on'1,7
but the only other record involved a single §h\Barch.

Gunthwaite Dami six on 3" January, eight on 34February, 10 on 26February and six on ¥4
March.

Scammonden Wateri three on 10 January and two on fSanuary.

Dewsbury SWi exceptional numbers, commencing witB00 on 1% January, were present on
a near daily basis until 0April. Although numbers decreased after this date, there were double
figure counts throughout, withraaximum of 90 on 27 February, 78 on®5" March, 80 on 8§
and 9" March, and 92 on #7March.

Langsett Resi four on 17 January with six two days later, two orfMApril and a single on 19
May.

Cannon Hall CP1 34 on 18 January.

Ossett Spa SW up to five were present on eight dates betwedhJa@uary and 4March.
Royd Moor Resi three on 23 January and a single on"1Bpril.

Horbury Strands/Wyke 1 eight on 28 January and February and, in March, 12 oA92six
on 4"and 28 on 30.

Scout Dike Red a single on ® March and four on 7March.

Heal ey Mi | | stivdkoa " Marah.s NR

Broadstone Res two on 13" March.

Horbury i ¢.10 on the River Calder YMarch.

Carlecotes Ponds a single on 18 April.

Little Black Moss Resi two on 1% April.

Ingbirchworth Res i a single on 28 April.

White May Mossi a male and female were present in May.

The only breeding evidence came from thke of Skye Quarry where up to seven occurred
sporadically from 2% January until late June when a single youngster was observed. The only
records thereafter involved singles df 67" and 19' September, five on f9November and two

on 30" November and '8 December.

Records after the breeding season were as fallows

Blackmoorfoot Resi birds were present on 40 dates betwedBy and 26 December. Most

of these occurrences were in low sinfitrires, the maxima being 12 on"1Bugust, 32 on 12
September, 12 on $&eptember and 30 on®®ecember.

Wessenden Res a single on 10 July.

Dewsbury SWi following the 23 on 18 August there were then fluctuating numbers until the
year end, several in high doullgures. Maximum numbers involved up to 78 from mid
September to late October, 82 dhNovember and 185 on #@ecember.

Ingbirchworth Res 1 up to four occurred on eight dates betweéeh &8gust and 18 November,
with 16 on 16' November.

Langsett Resi in September, three o 7four on 11", 21 on 23 and seven on 26 nine on &
Octoker, 14 on 10 November ana.11 on 18 November.

Deer Hill Resi four on 24" September.

Hepworth i four on Bedding Edge Pond on1Qctober.

Bretton Park i five on 12" September, 37 orf"éand 33 on 22 November and, in December, 24
on 7", ¢.70 on17" and 40 on 2% These birds were attracted to the extensive areas of exposed
mud created by the lowering of the water level in the Lower Lake.

Harden Quarries i two flew S on 28 September.
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Bedding Edge Pond four on 10" October.

Royd Moor Resi eight on 18 October and seven off 3lovember.
Meal Hill 7 a single on 14 October.

Scout Dike Res two on 30" October and five on"8December.
Upper Windleden Resi five on 10" November.

Gunthwaite Dami 29 on 29' November and 18 on f2ecember.
Horbury Strands/Wyke i 20 on 14 December.

Horbury SW i five on 14" December.

March Haigh Resi seven on 28 December.

MALLARD _Anas platyrhynchos
Resident breeder (3), 14&50 pairs. Common, but decreasing, winter visitor.

Birds were reported from 55 widely scattered locations with maximum numbers at regularly
counted sites as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr | May| Jun| Jul | Aug| Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Blackmoorfoot Res| 37| 39| 38| 19| 28| 27| 36| 48| 58| 47| 48] 42

Bretton Park 106 nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| 99| 60| 86| 280
Ingbirchworth Res | 53| 46| 33| 37| 104| 70| 105| 139| 177| 108| 68| 54
Langsett Res 62| 45| 11| 20 7| nc| 55| 94| 152| 103| 89 8

Elsewhere notable counts (40+) were as follows:

Holmfirth (on the River Holmej ¢.120 on % January, up to 100 throughout February as®

on g" August.

Greenhead Park(on the ornamental ponil)c.50 on 4" Januaryc.60 on 3¢ January and 57 on
11" September.

Gunthwaite Dami 58 on %' January and 46 on f2December.

Winscar Resi up to 90until late March and again in July/August and November/December with
98 on ® December.

Meltham Mills 7 40 on 7 February.

Dewsbury SWi up to 65 between mi@eptembeand early November.

Breeding (ducklings) was recorded from the following locati@iackmoorfoot Resi 186 with
50+ reaching the flying stagigbirchworth Res i 98; Broadstone Reg 16; Gunthwaite Dam
i five; Dewsbury SWi 14;Horbury 1 four on the River CaldeL;ittle Don Valley 7 12;Langsett
Resi 110; Black Moss Resi seven;Brun Clough i six; Redbrook Resi eight; Kirklees
College, Huddersfieldi three on the canalinker Hill T 12; Castle Dami four; andMarch
Haigh Resi no figures.

A drake paired with a Mallard x Muscovy Duck hybrid waSaput Dike Reson 15" April. The
outcome of this strange union was unknown.

(NORTHERN)PINTAIL _Anas acuta
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visitor.

In the past two years, birds have only been record8tbakmoorfoot Res, but this year there
were records from fiveocalities.
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Scammonden Waterli a female on 18January (DT).

Langsett Resi a female on 18January (MC, NWM).

Royd Moor Resi a male on 2% January (MCW).

Dewsbury SWi a female departed E at 10.40hrs. off MBirch (JH).

Blackmoorfoot Resi a singleon 29" September (CH, GK) and a male orff'Z3ecember (MLD).

GARGANEY Anas querquedula
Rare passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Res hosted the species for the second year in succession. A party of three male
and three females were present off April (MLD, CH et al). These birds had already formed
pairs, and were seen to dispkayd even copulate.

This is a remarkable number for any Yorkshire locality in spring.

(NORTHERN)SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visitor.

There were records from 11 locations (9 in 2013), Bidckmoorfoot Res, Dewsbury SWand
Horbury Strands/Wykehavi ng t he | ionés share.

Dewsbury SWi three (1 male + 2 female) on*1danuary, two on 27February, eight onand
6" March, eight on 9 March, 10 on 1% and 14" March, three on'8 April and a single on 20
April. Later in the year: three were present of S2ptember, 14 on T45eptember, four ons1
October and seven on2®ctober.

Blackmoorfoot Resi therewere five records: six (2 males) on.Banuary and singles on™.3
March, 28" August, F'and 26" September and 9@ecember.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i six (3 males) on 19January, three (2 males) on'2&anuary and, in
March, three males orf2 a male on 8 and 12", and two (1 male) on 26

Other birds were recorded as follows:

Ossett Spa SW all records involved males: in January, one ttiree on 14, four on 19, and
a single on 28 February.

Bretton Park i five (1 male) on % Januay and 17 on 22 November.

Royd Moor Resi a male on 22 January.

Elland GP 1 five on the skiakeon 3F! January.

Scout Dike Red a single on 10 March.

Broadstone Res four (3 males) on 12March.

Boshaw Whamsi a male on 29 March.

Ingbirchworth Res i a single on B August, two on 8 September, and three on"lRovember.

(COMMON) POCHARD Aythya ferina
Uncommon passage and winter visitor. Has bred.

Occurrences of this once common passage and winter visitor are becoming muaeh acdr
reports were only received from four sites (6 in 2013).
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Blackmoorfoot Resi birds were recorded on slightly more days than last year, but none remained
| i Jahubre

and males on #8February and 26April. Thereafter a single was seen orf"20ly, a male was
present on 113" August, three (2 males) o September, a male on®¥29" September, and,
in November, a female oi"610 (7 males) on #2anda male on 17 and 3@

for mor e

t han

t wo

dayobs

durati on.

Bretton Park i two males on 28January and a male off &nd 13 March.
Dewsbury SWi a male on 28 March.
Royd Moor Resi two males on 8 September and a male onM®ctober.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Resident breed€ll), 520 pairs. Common passage and winter visitor.

Records were received from 27 sites (25 in 2013).

Maximum numbers at regularly counted sites were as follows:

Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr | May| Jun| Jul | Aug| Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Blackmoorfoot Res 1 3 3 2 2 5 5 7 4 4 6 1
Ingbirchworth Res| 16 8 9 8 9| 14| 24| 24| 10 4| 10| 12
Bretton Park 51| nc| 23| nc| nc| nc| nc| nc| 15| 15| 17| 26
Windy Bank Res 3 7 4 3 1 5 5| 10 6 4 3 4

Once again, the numbers in the table above give a false impression of occuBdackmaborfoot
Res During the first half of the year birds were only recorded on 41 days (same as in 2013) and
on a further 65 (84 in 2013) in the last six months of the. yea

Away from the above localities, flocks of six or more were reported as follows:
Meal Hill 7 small numbers were present during both winter periods, with a maximum of 12 in the

first winter period and seven in the second.

Elland GP i 10 on 4" January.

Ladywood Lakesi six on 19" January, nine on"2February, six on®February and® March,
and nine on 14 December.

Gunthwaite Dami 14 on ¥ January.
Royd Moor Resi six on 229 January and eight on $4uly.
Dewsburyi six on the River Calder on SMarch.
March Haigh Resi six on Bt April.

Langsett Resi seven on 1% April, 10 on 7 August, and six on #5August and % September.

Scout Dike Res 10 on 3¢ December.

Breeding was confirmed #¥inscar Res, where four small ducklings were seen in early July, and

fi

on the River Calder &ewsbury, where three females were seen with a total of 19 young in mid

August.

Other sites which hosted one to five birds on occasional dates were:

Digley/Bilberry Res., on the Rver Calder atHorbury, Longwood Res, Castle Dam
Broadstone Res Ringstone Edge Res Redbrook Res, Deanhead Res Wessenden Valley

andHarden Res
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(GREATER)SCAUP Aythya marila
Rare to scarce passage and winter visitor. Red listed.

There were threeecords (2 in 2013) one of which involved a lestgying individual.

Elland GP i a firstwinter male remained on the dkke between # January and®8April (JB,
DHP, DTet al).

Cupwith Resi a female on 1011 January (DHP, DT).

Blackmoorfoot Resi a male on 8 October (TD, CH, DHRt al).

LESSER SCAUPAythya affinis
Rare visitor.

The first record of this longwaited species in the Club area caused initial confusion. A male in
adulttype plumage alngbirchworth Res. on 8" May was originaly considered to be a Scaup
Aythya marinaMC, DHP, MCW). When John Hewitt scrutinised photographs on the Barnsley
website, however, he realised the birddés t
British Birds Rarities Committee, wasaceet and became Hudder sfi el

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra
Scarce passage and winter visitor. Red listed.

There were records from three localities (11 in 2013 and 5 in 2012).

Blackmoorfoot Resi there were 10 records (same a2@13). In the first half of the year March
produced single males on"1fMLD, NWM et al), 239 (MLD, CH. GK) and 28 (CH, NWM et
al.). There were then no records until two males and a female appearéi/lay 8LD, GBSet
al.). There was a run @écords in July, a femakype on 18 (MLD, CH, GK), nine (6 males) on
19" (MLD, GBSet al) and 19 males (1 present and 18 flew W at 09.35hrs.) Bi(\20D, CH,
GBS). In September four males were present(MLD, CH, DMO) and a single male ori"5
(MLD, TD, CH). The only other record involved a fem#&jpe on 18 October (CH).
Ingbirchworth Res i a female on 8 April (NWM) and a femaletype on 1 to 12" April (MC,
DD, DHPet al).

Ringstone Edge Re$ single males on 30July (SL, TM) and 2% August (DF).

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca
Rare passage visitor.

Three birds, thought to have been two immature males and an adult female, were present
Langsett Res on 28" April (MC, DT, JMT et al).

This was the tenth record for the Club ared tire first since a female at Blackmoorfoot Res. on
234 October 2006.
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(COMMON) GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Uncommon winter visitor.

Records were received from 15 sites (16 in 2013 and 19 in 2012).

Good numbers were present on the River Caldeiogbury between ¥ January and T9March:

in January these gatherings consisted of up to 19 birds, but during February/March no more than
seven occurred. Records from other sites during the first winter period never exceeded four
individuals, with Blackm or f oot having the |lionds share.

Ingbirchworth Res i a single on ® January, two on 22 February, singles on #4ebruary, 18
and 27" March and two on and 19 April.

Elland GP - one on & January.

Digley Resi a single on § January.

Cupwith Res- two on 10Y11" January, 1% March and 18 April.

Bilberry Res i two on 12" January and #7February.

Blackmoorfoot Resi the only January record involved two on"lBetween % February and
11" April up to four, but usually only two, wergresent on a total of 41 dates, and thereafter a
male was seen daily betweerm2&pril and 58" May, and again from #2to 15" and 17" May.
Harden Resi a single on 1%/18" January.

Winscar Resi a single on 2% January.

Windy Bank Resi a single or6™ February.

Redbrook Resi two on 23 February.

Scammonden Wateri two on 11" March.

Royd Moor Resi a single on 17 and 24" March.

The first returning bird was a juvenile Blackmoorfoot Res for three days from #8October.
With the exception of this site (see below) records during the second winter period were few and
far between and no other location produced records until early November.

In addition to the abovBlackmoorfoot record, one or two birds were segithas site on a further
21 dates between 310ctober and 30 November, with four on 20 October, but the only
December records involved three of"2fhd an impressive flock of 20 the following day.

The only other records during this period were ds\is:
Dewsburyi 10 on the River Calder oi"November.
Boshaw Whamsi two on 9" November.

Broadstone Res a single on 18 November.

Horbury i one on the River Calder on".®ecember.
Ingbirchworth Res i a single on 30 December.

SMEW Mergellus albellus
Rare winter visitor.

There were two records: BrettéonrPark tneldl daduarg (®Bu} he |
and a male on the River CalderHairbury on 2 March (DT).
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RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Rare to scarcpassage visitor.

Two records were received (one in 2013).

A male and femaléype were present 8retton Park on 9" November (DBu) and a fematgpe
was atBlackmoorfoot Res on 12" November (NWM).

This was the first Blackmoorfoot record sincé"I3tober 2011.
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Common passage and winter visitor.

Reports were received from 21 sites (30 in 2013) but, with the exception of 93 at Bretton Park o
15" November, numbers were generally down from recent years.

Maximum numbergérom regularly counted sites were:

Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr |May| Jun| Jul | Aug| Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Blackmoorfoot Res | 15 9] 10 2 2 0 0 0 4 2 6 6
Bretton Park 8 0] 16/ O 0 0 0 0 0 0] 93] 29
Horbury (R. Calder) 6 4 7 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Windy Bank Res 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 3

At Blackmoorfoot Res birds were present on a near daily basis betw8tdapuary and 1
March (71 bird/days) with occasional singles until' May but records during the second half of
the year were sporadic and only amounted to 30 bird/days. drhber of bird/days totalled 108
(297 in 2013).

Away from the above mentioned locations birds were reported in the first half of the year a:
follows:

West Valei a female on the River Calder ofi $anuary.

Sparth Resi four on 10" January, six on 30January and 8 March.

Heal ey Mi | | sdfdnale onytiianualyRnd five on@March.

Elland GP i six on 1% January, seven on 22anuary, six on ¥3April and three on 14 April.
Ringstone Edge Re$ a female on 18 January and two on 28anuary.

Deanhead Re§ two on 20" January and®and 11" March and six on 2&March.

Butterley Resi four on 16" February.

Scammonden Wateri two on 11" March.

Dewsbury SWi seven on the River Calder onfiRlarch.

Horbury i four on 12" March.

Earlsheatoni three on the River Calder on"18nd 28' March.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni a male from the N reversed and returned in that direction ®n 28
March.

Digley Resi five on 29" March and two on I2April.

Slaithwaite i a male on the canal on™t2pril.

Breeding, for the eighth consecutive year, was confirmed at three locaiiiéield where a
female had two newly hatch young by'$®lay; Colne Bridgewhere a female and four juveniles
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seen on 2BMay; and on the River Calder@ssettwherea female was seen with six small young
on 12" July.

With the exceptions of those enumerated in the table above, the only records after the breeding
season were as follows:

Deer Hill Resi a single on 28 and 28' August.

Langsett Resi two on 4" Octoler.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni two flew W on & November.

Ladywood Lakesi five on 30" December.

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus
Resident breeder (3), 14BDO pairs.

Records were received from 20 localities, five more than the previous two years, but the only proof
of breeding came from thsle of Skye Quarry (2 broods) andean Head Hill (1 brood).

Although birds were recorded throughout the year at a number difiEx;anumbers present were
unimpressive, and the only doulfigure counts involvea.20 calling/displaying males &vest
Nab on 19" January, a similar number bangsett Res on 18" February and 94 on a survey of
theMarsden Moor Estatein May.

A single atWards End Farm, Marsden on 28" October was only the second the observer had
seen there in the 14 years he has resided there. One or two were then seen on several dates to tt
year end.

The above figures are surely an underestimate of the trueemsipiesent. A more representative
sampling method would be bag numbers from the local shoot. If any member is in a position to
obtain such data, a far better understanding of the population size could be gathered.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Resdent breeder (1),-20 pairs.

Recorded from 10 localities (12 in 2013), but the distribution of this species is governed by
introductions by the shooting fraternity.

There were no records f r diighHoyland, ang theconhdosille u s u a
figure count involved 10 &hurgory Lane on 30" October.

The only other records were as follows:

Clayton Westi a single on 28 February, two on T5May and four on 27 May.

Bretton Park i two on 14" March.

Gawthorpe Lanei two on 27 March.

Hall Ing Lane LNR i a single on 30 April.

Carlecotes Ponds at least two on@May.

Meal Hill 7 two on 1% May and 9' June.

Lepton i two in Lucy Lane on 19June.

Upper Denbyi a single on 24 June.

Butterley Resi two on 14" September. The observer, who watches this area regularly, considered
the species to be unusual at this locality.
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GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Resident breeder (2), 800 pairs. Red listed.

There were records from 33 widely scattered localities (40 in 2013) but the only breeding evidenc
concerned three juveniles &faythorn in early September and two adults which were
accompanied by three juvenilesSitape Reson 16" September.

At Blackmoorfoot up to eight (generally only 1 or 2) were recorded on single dates in January,
February, three dates in June, a single date in July and two dates in September. With the except
of a single in Jubilee Quarries oft 8une all other records involvésirds on Meltham CopThe

only localities with regular sightings weBntany Lane and Thurgory Lane where at least 10
were present throughout September andidilesof Skye Quarrywhere eight were present on most
visits between 17 September and ¥2November.

With the exceptions of those outlined above from Blackmoorfoot, other records during the firs
half of the year (from 21 localities) never involved more than two individuals and it was not until
August that larger coveys were seen. Most recordsrmad to be of one or two birds but up to
four were present oBheesegate Nabn several dates between early August and early December;
five were seen a@helleyon 10" August; six were alon@eer Hill Road on 24" August; up to

five were atSnape Reson several dates between rdptember and milovember; six were
present aHarden Mosson 20" October; four were seen Atres Lane, Digleyon 24" October;

four were present dewsbury SWon 27" October with five there on"6November, and four
were atRingstone Edge Reson 23" November.

QUAIL_Coturnix coturnix
Scarce to rare summer visitor and occasional breeder.

Up to three singing males were located at two localities (same as 2013).

Royd Moor Resi a single was singing from farmland to therth of the reservoir on fMay
(DBu).

Brow Grains i on 7" June two birds were singing in the big field to the north of the pump house
and another was singing near the cattle grid on Deer Hill End Road (DMP, SP). These birds the
remained in the areantil 24 June, being seen or heard on a further seven dates (DHP, NWM,
HQ et al).

(COMMON) PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Resident breeder (3), 2@D0 pairs.

Records were received from 36 widely scattered localities ranging from lowland in thetegkt to
moorland in the west. Despite being widely released by shooting syndicates, the onlyfidouble
counts involved up to 15 &tepworth during March, 10 irDeffer Wood on 18" May and 10 at
Wards End Farm, Marsden on 5" December.

At Blackmoorfoot Res up to four birds were present throughout the year and three females with
young were present in June/July. The only other breeding records involved a brood of four ¢
Horbury in early May and a female with five wajfown young atards End Farm, Marsden

on 39 September.
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Garden records came from the following sites:

New Mill T a male was present until mipril but the only record thereafter involved a single on
17" December.

Wards End Farm, Marsden had at least two throughout the year with up tdvieig late March
and up to 10 in early December.

Almondbury T a single was present throughout February and March.

Clayton Westi a single on 1% April.

Hepworth i two on 9" June and eight on #%Beptember.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Rarewinter visitor.

A summerplumaged adult @lackmoorfoot Res arrived from the NE at 11.10hrs. on"&pril
(MLD, CH, GBSet al).

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer
Rare visitor.

The adult first recorded dtadywood Lakes in early December 2013 remathantil 9" July
(numerous observers) when it was seen to depart NNW. A bird at Fly Flatts Res., Halifaxn 9

July was identified as the same bird by comparison of photographs posted on the Calderdale
Website and those taken shortly before its deparfrom Ladywood Lake by Gwyn Williams.

At one time the bird had a fishing hook dangling from the edge of its bill but it was apparently
caught by a fisherman who kindly removed it. This is a remarkably long stay for any diver species
at an inland water

LITTLE GREBE _Tachybaptus ruficollis
Partial migrant breeder (1); B pairs.

Records were received from 20 waters and spanned all months of the year, with breeding occurring
at seven of these.

Horbury 7 up to five were regularly present on the Ri@alder betweens1January and®BMarch

but the only record latin the year involved a single onLBDecember.

Bretton Park i up to eight were present throughout the year and two pairs raised three young.
Dewsburyi up to three were regularly seenthie River Calder during both winter periods.
Ingbirchworth Res i one or two were present throughout the year and a pair raised five young.
Meal Hill T one or two were present for most of the year and an adult was feeding a begging young
on 7" September.

Ladywood Lakesi a single on ® January.

Whitley Resi singles on 19 January and 26December.

Royd Moor Resi singles were present on®2anuary and ¥8February and two on ¥March.

There were then no records until two were seen 8naB. Thereafter up to four were seen on a
further seven dates t&"®ecember.

Gunthwaite Dam i a pair, present between late February and early August, raised at least two
young from a brood of four.
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Elland GP i three on 8 March.

Heal ey Mi | dod NR{ a singlg dnghe River Calder oft March.

Scout Dike Res two on 17" March and four on 25April.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i a single on 26 March and # May and two on 24 December.
Langsett Resi although considered unusual at this localitgre was a single on % Rpril with
two, perhaps a pair, betweeri&pril and 19" May. A single was present off and 3¢ December.
Broadstone Red a pair, present between rdgril and late October raised three young.
Redbrook Resi a pair, preserttetween midApril and mid-July raised two young.

Carlecotes Ponds a single on 18 April.

Blackmoorfoot Resi as in 2013, there were only a small number of records, mathirds
remaining for more than a day®May threeadaysindune,
August and September, and two days October.

Dewsbury SWi a pair raised five young.

Harden Resi a single on 23 July.

Meltham Mills T a juvenile on 22 August.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Partial migrant breeder )15-20 pairs.

Recorded from 13 waters, the same as the two previous years, with breeding occurring at four
these.

Blackmoorfoot Res had a single on 19and 3% January. There were then no records until a
single on ¥March, after which birdsbenae 6 r e s i & ©@atobed. Asuicantbé deen &rom the
table belowthe usual autumn buldp never materialised, and the July record of nine relates to
birds present for one day only (all other occurrences were of 6 or less). A pair nested along tt
wed bank, fledging two young by midugust.Following the exodus by birds off @ctober, one

to five (usually 1 or 2) birds were recorded on a further 12 October dates, singles were s&en on
and 9" November, and two were present dhBecember.

Themonthly maxima are shown below:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
1 0 5 6 5 4 9 5 4 5 1 2

Bretton Park i present throughout the year with one pair breeding and a noticeablaipuiid
numbers between mifleptember and miBecember. After 11 on ¥7September numbers
increased to 24 from mi@ctober to early November and 26 were present dfR@ember.
Numbers decreased thereafter and only 12 remained in December.

Ladywood Lakesi two were present betweeft January andstJune and, although a bird was
sitting on a nest in mid\pril, the outcome is unknown.

Scout Dike Resi there were only seven recordstween 12 January and '8 December which
mainly involved up to three birds, but five were present dhMa@rch and eight on 28July.
Ingbirchworth Res i present between #January and '$ November with a pair raising one
young. Numbers never exaks the five on 27 March and 8 May with the exception of six on
215 July.

Royd Moor Resi up to three were present on numerous dates betweeManizh and early
November with a maximum of five on ®4uly.

Broadstone Red a single was present betwe8Ts March and late July, with two on 2@uly.
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Elland GP i two on 14" April.

Deer Hill Resi one remained between™.and 3¢ April.

Boshaw Whamsi a single on 8 April. Sighting from this reservoir are unusual.

Horbury i a single was on the Riv&alder on # May and two were present three days later.
Scammonden Wateri a single on 1% May.

Ringstone Edge Re$ singles were present on®2WMay and 7" August.

(GREAT) CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common passage and winter visitor, increasing.

Recorded throughout the year from a total of aB@ubcalities, the same as 2013, but, unlike that
year, there were some exceptional numbers at Blackmoorfoot and Bretton Park.

Meltham Mills i singles were seen on Windy Bank Res. on seven dates in yafauarin
February, and four in early September, with two being present'db8d@ember.

Elland GP 1 up to eight were present on six dates betwédedasiuary and 24March.

Dewsbury SWi up to six were present on the River Calder on an almost daily, bwith eight

on 11" January andsiOctober and nine on #@ecember.

Colne Bridge SPi up to three were frequently recorded overflying the area throughout the year.
Blackmoorfoot Resi birds were recorded on a total of 69 dates (64 in 2013) withrierwes
spanning all months. There was an unexpected peak in January (17 dates, with no birds staying for
more than a day) and the more usual peak between July and September. Numbers involved were
usually low (one or two, only occasionally up to seven)lgutmmatures flew W at 09.40hrs. on

13" July and 26 (immature presentl¥ W at 09.30hrs. + adult arrived at 09.40hrs. + 7 W at
10.50hrs.) on 3 July. Adults showing the characteristics of the r&e. sinensisvere present

on 229March (CH, DHP, SRt al) and one flew W at 10.20hrs. onl@pril (MLD, CH, GBS).

Birds over flew (or departed) the reservoir on several occasions and, although there was no
seasonality to these movements, 56% of birds flew between west and norntbr(ttad direction)

and 28% flew south.

Bretton Park i the only records in the first winter period involved four 6hl&nuary, a single on

30" January, two which flew W onSMarch and a single on f4Varch. There were then no
records until four were resent on 17 September. A group of 40 on the Lower Lake offt 12
October must have been an impressive sight. Thereafter, there was a siriyiRaedber, 18

on 229 November, four ont7December, and two on #December.

Royd Moor Resi up to four wee present on three dates in January, singles were seerff'on 15
April and 9" July, two on 1# July, three on 18 August, and singles on Z20ctober and ©©
November.

Scout Dike Reg two were present on $danuary, a single on 2Ianuary, three 024" February

and singles on #7March and 22 and 38" October.

Ladywood Lakesi one or two were seen on eight dates betwe&rlafuary and 20April.

Yateholme i two were on Riding Wood Res. on"1February with a single there ont30
September and at least seven were present on the Yateholme group of reservéiGemelBber.
Ingbirchworth Res i there were only three records, each of two bird¥: Niarch and 18 and

30" November.

Horbury 7T up to three, but usually one or twoeng regularly seen on the River Calder, canal or
the Wyke/Strands during both winter periods, and occasional birds were recorded in May and July.
Ringstone Edge Resi single were seen on 2land 24 April and four on ¥ August.
Scammonden Wateri a sinde on 24" April.

Holmfirth 7 a single on the River Colne on"land 19" September.
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Broadstone Red one to three were present on 10 dates betwetdt$ and & December.
Boshaw Whamsi three on 28 August, a single on7September, then up to five were recorded
regularly to the year end.

Langsetti a single was attempting to fish in one of the old settling tanks at the Filter Station on
3 September.

Langsett Resi the only records involved a silegon 1¢"/11t Septemer.

Harden i six on 20" September.

Harden Quarries i five flew W on 25 September, a single flew W on"28eptember, four flew
NW on 12" October, and a single flew WSW oFf Rlovember.

Deer Hill Resi a single on $and 4" October.

Winscar i two flew W on 19' October.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni singles flew W or SW on 22and 27 October, 3 November and
224 December.

Castle Dami a single on 20 November.

Whitley Resi a single in full breeding plumage onBecember.

LITTLE EGRET _Egretta garzetta
Rare visitor.

There were four records, a sharp decrease from the nine in 2013.

Blackmoorfoot Res- a single which arrived from the SE at 14.10hrs. and departed NW 10 minutes
later on 29 July (CH) was the fifth record for the reservoir.

Elland GP i a single on 19 July (AW et al).

Dewsbury SFi a single on 3% July (JH).

Ringstone Edge Re$ three arrived at 08.00hrs. and departed S five minutes latef'ofw@gist

(SL).

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba
Vagrant.

There were twaecords, the fourth and fifth for the Club area.

A single flew W overWards End Farm, Marsden on 20" August (DWS) and a single flew E
overScout Dike Reson 2% August (DH).

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder, increased to (2),780pairs.

Records spanned all months and, as in the previous two years, were received from about -
locations.

Breeding was confirmed &fealey Housewhere 10 occupied nest were present in late March
(same number as last yeaBgetton Park which had a minimum of 13 nests (32 in 2013),
Scammonden Waterwhere there was a minimum of five nests (not reported last year), and
Cromwell Bottom where six nests were occupied in late April (not reported last year).
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As in 2013, away from these breeding sites there were no diigite counts but, despite there
being only 13 nests &retton Park, 32 birds were present on"1January and 36 on $March.
Birds were present throughout the year intdogbury area, btifigures rarely exceeded four, the
five atHorbury Strands/Wyke on 7"May being the exception. One or two were presevfiatly

Bank Res between January and m@@ctober. At most other sites records were infrequent, with
very few longstaying individuals Usually fewer than three were present and the only counts in
excess involved five which flew W ov&iockwood on 39 February, seven @unthwaite Dam

on 3P July, and five aClayton Weston 10" October.

Once agairBlackmoorfoot Res had a quiet yeamlthough it was appreciably better than the
previous six years. One or two (generally only 1) were seen on 162 dates (121 in 2013) between
16" January and 2% December (although there were no November occurrences). The only
exceptions involved three éour birds on 23 days, five on #8une and 8 August and seven on

16" July.

A single visited a garden pond @timble Clough on 13" and 24" February and, as in 2013, a
confiding individual attracted much attention from the general public as itione#lg fed along
the River Holme in the centre Biblmfirth .

PURPLE HERON Area purpurea
Vagrant.

A single was flushed from a reed bedatwsbury SWon 28" May (JH). The bird then went into
hiding, and was not seen for a further 20 frustrating minutes. After flying off to the east, it returned
10 minutes later and allowed the observer to obtain some photographs of the bird in flight.
Eventually the bird depted to the east.

Photographs of the bird, which was an addition to the Huddersfield List, were posted on the Club
website by JH.

RED KITE Milvus milvus
Rare to scarce visitor. Increasing.

A good increase over last year, and back to the high of 2 ggars

Wilshaw i a single on 10 February (SCK).

Elland GP i one drifted SW on 8February (DF) and a single flew N on"2Zebruary (JU).
Golcar i a single drifted over Swallow Lare 16" March (DT).

Blackmoorfoot Resi there were five records: a single flew S at 12.25hrs. érivizltch (ADea,
GK); in April, one was over Meltham Cop at 14.30hrs. 8h(8H), a single drifted W over
Meltham Cop at 13.35hrs. on"1@MLD, TD, CH) and one flew W over Meltham Cop at 14.15hr
on 168" (MLD, CH, MJS); and a single flew SW over Meltham Cop at 12.35hrs"dwoyember
(GK). These were the fourteenth to eighteenth records for the reservoir, the first being in April
2006.

Isle of Sky Quarry i one flew NE on 18 April (AK).

Yateholmei a distant bird flew towards Holme Moss ori"2&pril (DMP, SP).

Harden Quarries i two flew WSW on 1% May (MC).

Harden i a single flew WSW on ZiMay (BBS).
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Carlecotes Ponds one on & June (BBS).

Kirkburton i two circling over fields at Dgley Bar on ¥ July (JKP).

Whitley Edgei a single in flight with a Buzzard on #4ugust (JF).

Langsett Resi one flew E out of our area on®2August (MC, NWM).

Langsetti one on 28 September (MCW).

Whitley Common i a single flew NW pursued by Caori Crows on 2% December (MCW).

Number of Red Kite reported in the Huddersfield area during the last five years:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
17 10 19 12 19

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Rare passage visitor.

Not a bad showing, despite being downtloa last two years.

Hardenia 6écecreawnd f |"eApil (MC)on 20

Wards End Farm, Marsdenia 6 ccre@awin o6 f | &May®WS)on 31
Blackmoorfoot Resit her e wer e four r eececorrodwsn,s 6al o nien vhc
reservoir departed¥E at 11.05hrs. on #8uly (MLD, CH); a single flew W at 12.40hrs. oft 8
August (TD, CH); one flew W at 12.20hrs. ort"isugust; and a single flew W at 11.45hrs. ¢h 3
September (SP). These are the twelfth to fifteenth records for the reservoir, the first being in Ma
1999.

Harden Quarriesia 6 cecreawnd f |l ew W"Septenta (NVBhr s. on

Number of Marsh Harrier records in the Huddersfield area in théQagtars:

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014
1 1 1 5 3 4 4 10 10 7

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Rare to scarce passage and winter visitor. Red listed.

Another better than average year wascome.

Wards End Farm, Marsden i a ringtail flew in low from the direction of Dean Head, landed
briefly then departed E towards Cupwith Moor ¢hRzbruary. A ringtail was seen hawking low
behind Head Clough, where it disturbed two Red Grouse beforangnslowly E at 07.50hrs. on

15t November, and a ringtail flew very low N at approximately 50 yards rangé' diodember

(all DWS).

Blackley i a ringtail flew W on 28 February (GBS).

Blackmoorfoot Resi a ringtail arrived from the north and circled to the south of the reservoir at
10.35hrs. on 1@ April (MLD, CH, GBS).

Fox House Moss a ringtail flew E being mobbed by Curlews ori"28ril (MC).

Pule Hill, Marsden i a ringtail flew rapidly S on' September (JMP, DS).
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Number of Hen Harrier records in the Huddersfield area in the last 10 years.

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014
4 4 1 4 1 5 5 3 8 7

(NORTHERN)GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
Sporadic breeder (1); D pairs. Scarceisitor

The only record involved a single which displayed over a potential breeding area betveeeh 8
11t April (MC, JM).

(EURASIAN) SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Resident breeder (2), 80 pairs.

Despite reports coming from a little over 50 sitghjch is well down on last year, dated records
are approximately 20% up. This is due mainly to a quarter of all records coming from one site in
Marsden and two in Meltham, this despite the fact that records again were down at Blackmoorfoot.

Reports of @playing in April came fronBinn Green, Digley, Holme StyesandWinscar with a
minimum of two pairs a¥ateholme. An adult female was seen, circling low with two juveniles
at one site irMarsden on 24" August, but no confirmation of breeding in the Cltea was
received.

Birds were seen during all monthsBiackmoorfoot with the exceptions of June and December.
Generally only a single was present and the only records in excess concerned two on five days in
September and'SOctober and three on #Dctober. The number of sightings from this locality
continues to fall, however, and the months with the highest bird/days were September (10) and
October (9), although it was generally less than six.

Other than the above, all records were of single bégoiart from e&Rastrick garden which was not

only visited most weeks throughout the year by both male and female but three individuals were
recorded on two occasions. Other garden sightings cameMedtham, Slaithwaite, Marsden,
Netherthong, Lockwood, Fixby, New Mill, Hepworth and Cowcliffe. Prey species was varied

and included the following: Pied Wagtail, Blackbird, House Martin, Twite, Starling, Tree Sparrow
and House Sparrow, whilst more optimistically Wood Pigeon, with Collared Dove appearing most
popuar. Conversely one was seen being chased by two-tailegl Tits atngbirchworth.

Dated records were distributed throughout the year as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
21 9 18 19 11 8 9 23 19 25 12 17

(COMMON) BUZZARD Buteo buteo
The most widely distributed raptor of the area, resident breeder since 2004 (1 pair), now increasing.

Records were received from 73 sites, about the same as last year, with birds being reported in every
month. Proof of breeding is probably w@ndeported but would it seems, be on the increase. At
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one site three young successfully fledged, another saw a juvenile begging food from an adult a
a third had two juveniles and two adults together, whilst others had pairs present throughout t
breedng season both displaying and carrying nesting materials.

With such a visible mobile species some duplication of birds is more than likely, but as can be se
from the table below the number of sightings is increasing dramatically.

Blackmoorfoot T recorded on 29 occasions (20 in 2013), with birds putting in appearances
between mieFebruary and late October with the exception of July. All records related to singles
with the following exceptions: three over Meltham Cop off E8bruary; nine (1 flew SW argi

W) on 24" February; and two over Meltham Cop dhSeptember. All records involved typically
plumaged birds apart from a very pale bodied individual shC&tober.

Cheesegate Nali up to five were present throughout the year. A single was involverd in
prolonged aerial dispute with two Ravens o Nbvember.

Yateholmei seen regularly with four on $9April, then five on 3& August and an impressive
200n290ct ober which included eight individua
Harden 1 noted egularly, including a very pale individual onflMay. Two were present on 49
May, three on 30 August and there was an autumn maximum of six dhQdtober, with four

the following day.

Meltham 7 birds were regularly seen at four sites in the area.

Marsdeni though three were seen oft April most records were of birds moving W during the
autumn period, with seven off ®ctober and four on 1October.

Langsetti frequently recorded, with two on #é/4ay and four on 27 August.

Isle of Skye Quarryi regular sightings, with four on 22September and three onfiNovember.

Also one was seen nearby associating with a Réemied Buzzard on ¥&November.

Winscar i regularly seen with up to six on%April.

High Hoyland i two on 39 January, a sijle on 18 March with three the following day and six
on 24" August.

Holme Mossi four on 19" April.

Snailsden Moori four on 23 April.

Gunthwaite Dami a minimum count of 11 on #4August.

Penistonei three drifted N on ZLSeptember.

Royd Moor Resi four were seen together onfl®ctober.

Other sites where one or two birds were recorded eemhead Clough, Bank Wood, Whitley
Wood, Ringstone Edge, Carlecotes Ponds, Farnley Tyas, Digley, Clayton West, Kirklees
Park, Brockholes and Cawthorne. There were occasional records of singles over the Town
Centre.

Dated records were distributed throughout the year as follows:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
14 8 25 30 18 10 12 20 24 29 12 10

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo lagopus
Rare winter visitor.

There was a tremendous influx of this species into the British Isles during the second winter perio
many of which infiltrated the Club area.
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Riding Wood Resi a possible juvenile seen on®6ctober (DMP, SP).

Wards End Farm, Marsden i a juvenile moved slowly W at 14.15hrs. ons'3Dctober. A
differently plumaged juvenile was seen moving low W at approximately 120 yards range at
09.25hrs. ontNovember. Two adult males flew low to the W étiNovember: one at a dance

of approximately 180 yards at 09.30hrs. and a much darker bird which did likewise at 11.25hrs.
(all DWS)

Saddleworth Moor i two juveniles present on 3Dctober (G. Crowder, M. Rigby) had increased

to three on ¥ November (A Makin). Up to three were then reported daily uitiNevember.

Harden Quarries 1 a juvenile was watched on and off to the N of the reservoir during the late
morning on ¥ November (RJB, MC, NWM, DHP, DMP, SP). A juvenile was seen in fligiie

ESE at 11.20hrs. orf"®November (MC, DMP) and was photographed a few minutes later over
Harden Edge by NWM.

Harden i a juvenile on 2 November (MCW).

Digley Resi three by the Holmfirth road above the reservoir ofi ldvember (J. Smith) may
havebeen the Saddleworth Moor birds.

Bradshaw' a juvenile was seen400 metres W of the Isle of Skye Quarry and eventually drifted
off NE together with a Buzzard at14.30hrs on 1BNovember. It was thought to be possibly one

of the birds that had receptbeen present in the Saddleworth Moor area (DHP).

Greenfield Resi a single at 12.20hrs. on®28lovember (M Rigby).

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Rare passage visitor, increasing.

Eight records, which spanned both migration periods, is the highest nuhgigintongs since the
same number were reported in 2008.

Elland GP i a single over at 13.00hrs. on"2Blarch (HBC).

Blackmoorfoot i there were three records: a single flew N at 10.25hrs"akpél (MLD, CH,
GBS); me flying N over Orange Wood at 14185. on 14 May turned back S and was joined by

a second, both of which continued $resumably one of these birds returned as one flew N some
20 minutes later (TD); and a single flew N over the reservoir and turned W up the Colne Valley
on 18" May (MLD, CH, GBS).

Booth Wood Resi one flew N at 18.00hrs. on 24pril (TW).

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni a single was seen only briefly as it disappeared into low cloud on
315t August (DWS).

Clock Face Quarryi one flew S on 7 September (DF).

Langsett Resi a single landed in Cliff Wood on fBeptember (MCW).

Number of Osprey records in the Huddersfield area in the last 10 years:

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014
9 2 2 8 3 1 2 5 5 8

(COMMON) KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Residenbreeder (2), 7400 pairs.

Recorded throughout the year, but only 164 dated records were received from 53 sites (the same
as last year) and the species probably remains much under recorded.
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At Blackmoorfoot a male was present throughout the year, an@weral occasions a female was
seen, with a juvenile ori™uly. For the second year, no interest was shown in the nest box secure
to the YW tower by YW in 2012. On a number of occasions in June, however, a male was see
carrying food down the Clough (the north of the reservoir).

A little more proof of breeding was noted this year with a young bird heard calling from a nest ir
theButterley Res area, at least five young fledgedtater Hill and three or four did likewise at
Kirkheaton. A party of fivetogether atHigher Green Owlers, Marsdenon 14" July would
suggest successful breeding there as would a female seen visiting a nedoaxdstoneand a

pair displaying aRamsden Clough Up to four were present throughout the yeaCla¢esegate

Nab and six were counted ¥ateholmeon 30" August.

Reports otherwise concerned mainly singles thougiads End Farm, Marsden, birds were
recorded regularly throughout the year apart from January with up to four hunting ktarsagn
Moor.

MERLIN Falco columbarius
Partial migrant breeder (1);®Dpairs. Scarce visitor.

A much better year for records of this our smallest and most elusive bird of prey, with report:
coming from 16 sites as opposed to the 11 of 2013. There was no proven breedingrgaour
though birds were present with some O6inter:

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni seen regularly at this well watched moorland site with a total of
34 records including every month apart from January and May. Ten record®befminciding
with the buildup of Twite numbers which they were regularly seen chasing, and two were seen o
1stand 24 October and 25November.

Blackmoorfoot Resi there were eight records: a single over Meltham Cop 8rF28ruary; in
August, what may have been the same juvenile was seeri‘@m@ 8" and there was a female
type on 22923% and in October, singles were present n78 and 11"

Pule Hill, Marsden i singles were seen on2dnd 27" September, and5 11" and 3% Octobe:.
Harden Quarriesi one flew W and one S on 2$eptember, two were present off' September,
two flew S on ¥ October and two were seen ohiNovember.

Windledeni three were seen together ort'2pril.

Isle of Skye Quarryi singles on 19 March and 1% April, then two on 2% September and one
on 17" October.

All other reports concerned singles and were recorded bet&ddarth and & November from

the following locationsBlakeley Res, Harden Moss Broadstone Res Langsett, Holmfirth,
Meltham Moor, Whitley Airfield , Harden andDeer Hill Res.

(EURASIAN) HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Rare to scarce visitor, increasing. Has bred.

As can be seen from the table below 2014 was a record year for numbers although unfortunate
t hese dicelambptoof pfibreedling.
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Harden i singles were seen on seven dates, one in April, although the date was mislaid (MC). An
adult sat on a post for 20 minutes orit&ay (MC); one flew E on'8 June (MC) and what may
have been the same birds was presamfdlowing day (MCW). Singles were recorded ori"26
6buzzed

Juyand¥August,
Blackmoorfoot Resi there were seven records (3 in 2013): a single over the north banK'on 15

May (MLD, TD et al); an adul flew N on 24" July (MLD, GK, GBS); in August, an adult was

t he

|l atter

a Swall owb

over Meltham Cop on #7(CH), a single was chasing hirundines over the north bank8i(S12),
and one was over the fields to the west o#(8P); in September, an adult was over Meltham Cop

on 29(TD, CH) and a juvenile was over the fields to the west@r®, CH).

Wards End, Marsdeni there were eight records. A single was mobbed by Carrion Crowson 18
May; one flew high to the W on"BAugust; a juvenile was hunting round Head Clough 6n 8

August; a juvenile on 19 16W17" and 2 September could possibly have been the same bird
(all DWS). A very late adult flew low to the W in heavy rain orff Zxtober (DWS, KWr).

Winscar i a shgle on 2% May (BBS).

Marsden’i a juvenile was hunting down the side of hedge at The DeantAudust (DWS).
Langsetti one flew South on 20June and on 11September one was hunting Swallow (both

MCW).

Thornhill T a single on 28 June (JH).
Ingbirchworth i a distant individual on 2July (DMP).
Skelmanthorpei a n

(DMP, SP).

High Hoyland 7 one in Deep Haigh Wood on24ugust (BBS).

adul t
Ringstone Edge Re§ one on & August (JB).
Dewsbury SWi one spent some time hunting Sand Martins and Swallow'@ugust (JH).

Riding Wood Resi a bird landed in Pines giving good views before moving off dhAuigust

wa s

6 b u"ZAagush (EWH). a

Records of Hobby in the Huddersfield area during the last 10 years:

Swall ow

2005

2006

2007

2008

20

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

13

7

8

8

11

12

16

28

18

33

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus

Resident breeder, increased to (1§ fairs.

on

b

Reports were only received from 21 sites, well down on the 30 of 2013, and spanned all months.

Breeding was onlyecorded at one site where, although eggs were laid, due to reasons unknown

no young were reared.

Winscar i singles on 9 January and®July.
Scammonden Wateri a single on 28 January.
Broadstone Reservoili one on 2% January.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni an adult malavas presenon 8" February one flew low to the W
on 158" March and a secongear female did likewise on ¥March. All other records (19) were
between 9 September and ¥ecember. These coincided with the uip of Wood Pigeons in
and through Head Clough, and involved mainly singles though two birds were seei' on 16

September, ® October and 8and 12" November.
Mirfield i a single hunting small gulls at Bog Green off Eébruary.
Ingbirchworth 7 one flav SW on 18 February.
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Blackmoorfoot Resi a single was over the fields to the west off BBarch; one departed N on
13" June; in August, singles were present 8raid 4" and a juvenile was over the fields to the
west on 23} a single was over Meltha@op on 29 September; and one flew S ofl Qctober.
Carlecotesi a single on 29 March.

Langsetti one on 3& March.

Yateholmei a single on 9 April.

Dove Stone Re$ a single on 18 April.

Harden i a single on 20 April, one flew W on 18 Octoberand singles again orftNovember
flying SW and 2¢ November.

Deer Hill i one mobbing a Buzzard on2april.

Bradley i a secondyear bird on 28 April.

Whitley Beaumonti a single on Z May.

Marsdeni one landed on a derelict mill in Mount Road off' Idine.

Windleden Edgei a juvenile on # September.

Marsden Pule Hill i two on FNovember.

Whitley Common i one in the late afternoon was attracted by a huge Starling flock '®n 23
November.

Dewsbury SWi one was pursuing Teal on®2Becember.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Resident/migrant breeder (1). Mainly a scarce winter visitor.

Breeding was confirmed for the second successive year, with other records coming from a
additional three locations.

Dewsbury SWi birds were heard calling from two separate areas on an almost daily basis durin
the early months. There were fewer records during spring, but breeding was proven when a shc
billed young bird was observed at close quarters dhSkbtember. However, the only reports
thereafter involved a single on®®ctober and two on'6November (JH, DT).

Gunthwaite Dami following on from several records of one or two in December 2013, two were
again noted on'#January. Singles were thegported on several dates up t¢'34arch (DMP,

MCW et al).

Elland GP i singles were recorded by the River Calder ofi 28nuary (JB), and on the main
lagoon on 2t October (NCD, DF).

Bretton Lakesi singles were noted o"§DBu) and 229 November (GG

(COMMON) MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Resident breeder (3), 280 pairs.

Although recordsvere received frorslightly fewerlocations (30, compared with 36 in 2013), this

is not thought to indicate any change in the fortunes of the species. litchaigtht simply be that
some sites were not checked this year. Of those that were, breeding was proven at 13 (11 in 20:
and suspected at several more.

Breeding was confirmeds follows:

Dewsbury SWi at least seven broods were hatched nodftirther deails wereforthcoming

Colne Bridge SPi of two pairs in residence, at least one bred successfully and managed to rais
three young.
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Blackmoorfoot Resi birds were present betweef Rlarch and ¥ October. Two pairs attempted
to nest, one on two occasions, but the six young from the second attempt survived for less than a
week.

Gunthwaite Dam1 records included two pairs on%iarch and three juveniles onSduly.
Royd Moor Resi five pairs wee notedon 18" April, with two juvenilesbeing seeron 3F
August.

Flight Hill 7 an adult tended four chicksgith the help of at least one sallultat a pond on %
May.

Ingbirchworth Res i four pairs were present in mitril, with three juveniles notkon 8" July.
Meltham i two halftgrown young were on Quarmby & Sykes mill dam o#f dane.

Brun Clough Resi an adult was with seven youog a nearby pond on #4une.

Holmroyd Wood i at leastone adult and one small young bird were on boggy grounithen
woodland edge on 8Glune.

Meltham Mills Res a pairaccompanied bthree newly hatched younggre presern 26" June.
Later, at least two juveniles were present ofi AGgust.

Horbury i five adults and four young were on a pond between the Wyttéha Strands on 30
July.

Boshaw Whams Re$ three adults andjavenile were present on 2@ugust.

Additionally, breeding was thought to have taken place (or at least been attempted) at the reservoirs
at Scout Dike (6 pairs on 1% March) andLangsett (2 pairs on 11 April) as well as aBretton
LakesandMeal Hill .

Unlike in someyears there were no significant winter counts fromHloebury area, butgain

this could well have been a result of the vagaries of observer coverage. Instiagesieecorded
gatherings were @&retton Lakes where, after monthly maxima of 23 in September and October
and 24 in November, 36 were noted dhOecember. Elsewhere, the only doufitpire count
from outside the breeding season came fRamna Mill Dam, where 13 were present on'11
October.

(EURASIAN) COQT Fulica atra
Resident breeder (2), &ED pairs. Uncommon to common winter visitor.

Recordswere received from 17 localiti€20 in 2013), with breeding occurring@aminimum of

eight of them. Aausual, reports from some areas were somewhat sketchy and irregular, but the
following two sites received attention consistent enough for it to be worthwhile tabulating the
maximum monthly counts at each.

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sept| Oct | Nov | Dec
Ingbirchworth | 6 16 | 23 | 18 | 17 | 27 | 23 | 23 7 5 2 3
Castle Dam 12 | 17 | 12 | nc | nc 9 16 | 18 | nc | 18 | 19 | 20

Evidence of breeding came from the following.

Colne Bridge P i apair raised three young.

Ossett Spa SW one was incubating eggs on"A&pril. Later records involved a pair with nine
young on 4 May (though these appeared to have reduced to four §ya2tl what was thought
to be a different brood of six on23uly.

Horbury i a pair and six young were on a pdretween the Wyke anddiStrandon 16" May.
Dewsbury SWi eight adults and nine younggere counted on 18May.
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Ingbirchworth Res (see above) five nests were active byid-May, leading to 16 young birds
in evidence on 30DJune. Later counts of young included 12bmth 14" July and & August, but
only two on 28 August and 8 September.

Blackmoorfoot Resi up to three were seen on a daily basis betw&ehpsil and 23" June, and
a pair was thought to have bred, failing at the egg stage. The only records thereadlftediavo
single from 2% to 29" July, one again on $8August, and two on™ September.

Gunthwaite Dam’ two adults and @uvenile were noted on SUuly.

Castle Dam(see above) nine birdson 10" June included an unrecorded number of young.

Additionally, breeding was thought likely to have at least been attempBréttdn Lakes, Meal

Hill Lake , and the reservoirs 8roadstone(one pair),Royd Moor, andScout Dike (wherethe
monthly maxima included 23 dioth 17" March and 13 April). Breedingmight well have also
taken place &Elland GP, Carlecotes PondsandMeltham Mills Res., all of which held two or
more bird=during April. Unfortunately, no records at all (positive or negative) were received from
Cannon Hall CPthusmaking it impossibléo besurewhether or not breeding had occuregdhis
known favoured site.

Outside tle breeding season, other doufitgire counts came fromadywood Lakes(15 on F

and 20 on 28 January) an@retton Lakes, where, after 16 onGlanuary, later mohty maxima

rose from 11 in September and 10 in October to 35"ddd¥ember and a noteworthy 43 ori27
December.As can be seen, this increase shows some correlation with the fall in numbers &
Ingbirchworth, and is perhaps evidence of mass alistane relocation at this time of year.

(EURASIAN) OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Migrant breeder since 1999 (2 pairs) with a recent marked increase in breeding number
Uncommon passage visitor, increasing.

Reports were received from well over 30 localities and commenced with émgbathworth

Res on 11" February. There was then a gap of five days until the next, a sirigiglay on 17",

but by theend of the month a further fiveites had yielded recds. These includeBoshaw
Whams Res, wherethe six on 229 had increased to 11 7", a count which somewhat
disappointingly turned out to be the maximum at what has become a traditional early sprin
gathering point.

March progressedn much the samtashon, with a gradual spread to Atiditional locations. As
expected, most were in the uplands, but Calder Valley records from ahih imcluded two at
Dewsbury SWon 4", two overflyingColne Bridge SPon 19", and two also atlorbury Wyke

on 30" Again there were no particularly high counts, but seven weRiggy on 4", 10 at
Broadstone Reson 12/13", and six aWinscar Res on 24", April then saw the usual dispersal
to breeding areas, with the result that subsequent reports only raszhedeb more than one or
two.

Breeding has become commonplace over the past few years, and in general no longer attracts
attention that it once didHence, the following records are considered far from comprehensive.

Ladywood Lakesi one was incubatg eggs on 28 April.

Butterley Resi two pairs bred, with at least one young bird present 8niie.

Wessenden Re$ a pair laid eggs but the nest was thought to have been predated by Carriol
Crows.
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Isle of Skye Quarryi as in 2013, a pair bred orhigh ledge on the rock face. Two young reached
the halfgrown stage but were both then found dead; an outcome possibly connected with the
recently regular presence of two large dogs and their owner.

Snape Re$ a pair on territory from® April were incibating eggs byBMay.

Winscar Resi three pairs and at least two young were present Biviy.

Lower Windleden Resi five pairs were noted on 3May.

Ramsden Red$ one pair bred, or at least attempted to do so.

After the breeding season, birds continued to be recorded at a variety of locations on most dates
until late July. Typical reports referred to ones and twos or an occasional three or four; the only
exceptions being @roadstone (10 on ¥ and 11 on 1%) andWinscar (6 on 8. As is usually

the case, occurrences then suddenly became scarce, and were limited to just two sites during
August. These werBlackmoorfoot, where two on @ preceded one on T2andBrockholes

where an overflying single was heamling on the evening of the latter date.

(PIED) AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta
Rare passage visitor.

A single graced the filter beds beldwangsett Res for at least two hours on BMarch before
departing N at 13.50hrs. (MCW, JW).

This representthe third confirmed occurrence in the Club area; the previous two being in March
2005 and September 2010.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Migrant breeder (1),-8 pairs. Scarce passage visitor.

The year sawan upturn in the fortunes of this charming visitor, with records frosit#4 between

11" April and 20" August. As is welknown, its breeding proclivities ariargely dependent on
specific and often temporary conditions which vary between differestfsom year to year. This

being so, it can be fairly easy to predict where an attempt might take place. However, given the
continuing Schedule 1 status of the species it is still thought prudent to leave breeding locations
unnamed.

At Site A, two werepresent on 1 April, with at least onéoeingseen on the following day.
However, there werthenno records then until July, when a pair and fledged juveniles were
present on 17,

At Site B, a pair laid at least one egg but the s@istwas later vashed out by rising water levels.
At Site C, a pairwas seerin display anccopulationwas observeth mid-April. They were then
recorded regularly, with four birds present off 29ne, and three (an adult anfugeniles) on 28

July.

At Site D, courtslip and display were noted on®April.

Sites E, F, and Gare linked, and it ipossibletha breeding took place at eaochthem. At site E,

a nest with four eggs was located &h\ay and, despite this first attempt being predated, the pair
went on torear four younq to the flying stage. A nest was also located at Site F, but the outcome
of this attempt is unknown. At Site, @ports from June included three adults off 48d four
birds (1 of them apparently recently fledged) of.14p to three adutwere then recorded fairly
regularly for the next two months, with a juvenile again noted éhJ29/. On this same date, a
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juvenile was also present at a nearby fourth site, but this could well have originated from one ¢
the other three, or perhaps samhere more distant.

At Site H, two vociferous birds were noted on'lBune, with occasional reports of singles
thereafter.

Other records were received from the following sites:

Dewsbury SWi singles were recorded on®8pril, 20" May, and ¥ and 13 July.

Blackmoorfoot Resi the first was a single which circled the reservoir and departed Stn 24
April. There were then none until July, when records consisted of an adult'pfoasjuveniles

on 18", one flying S on 18, a single which departét¥ on 26", and an adult present from®2f

29h. August then brought an adult and a juvenile B5% two adults and a juvenile orf'6an
adult and a juvenile again off,7and finally a juvenile on 19

Winscar Resi a single was noted on 2&\pril.

Hepworth Iron Company i at least one was present around the pipe works Biviag.

Ossett Spa SW two were found on Z1May but not seen thereafter.

(COMMON) RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Uncommon passage visitor. Has bred.

In terms of numbes and frequency of occurrence the year was rather nondescript. However, twc
suggestions of potential breeding made it noteworthy, and especially so since both were at upla
sites. The first came to an end when an apparent territory was abandonecdédtegepr heavy

rain caused water levels to rise. The other involved the presence of an adult with two young ne
suitable breeding habitat towards the end of June.

Deer Hill Resi two seen on several dates frofiMay showed signs of being paired updaon
territory. Unfortunately, rapidly rising water levels soon put paid to any chance of breeding, anc
there were no further sightings aftef"@1C, DHP, DMP).

Ringstone Edge Re$ the only report from May referred to two on"l®ut a series akcords in
summer included two again on'29une and singles in July off,3&", 7", and 1%' (HBC, DHP,

DT).

Hepshawi an adult with two juveniles in a field off Bedding Edge Road dhXRfhe had almost
certainly bred locally; possibly within the extensive grounds of the nearby Hepworth Iron Works
(DMP).

Wessenden Res five on 29" July (KWr).

Blackmoorfoot Resi three autumn sightings involved a juvenile off Migust (MLD), an adult

on 19" August (MLD, CH, GBS), and another juvenile dh@ctober (DT).

(EURASIAN) DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus
Rare passage visitor.

A single was discovered by the observers of aBugasted Sandpiper (see below) in a bare field
at Ringstone EdgeRes on the morning of 30 September (JB, A@t al). Soon afterwards it
departed W with Golden Plovers, and there was no further sign fir@ittbber, when what was
presumably the same individual was present on the reservoir shore until late mdrmihigha
point it too flew off with Golden Plovers (DF). Photographs were obtained on both occasions.
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Prior to this, there had been only a single autumn record of this species (Broadstone Res.,
September 1985). Hence it could possibly be argued thattherecce was even more surprising
than that of the Bufbreasted Sandpiper.

(EUROPEAN)GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Migrant breeder (:8), 50200 pairs. Common passage and winter visitor, decreasing.

The first sighting of the year involved 3% kirds neaiChew Res on 13" January. High moorland

areas such as this are usually deserted in winter, so the occurrence was considered unusual. Othe
January records came ons2h single aSnape Reg and 2%, when 38 were atVhitley Edge

and five were aFeatherbed Mosganother high altitude site).

February began with 14 ESE oudonley Moor on 39, two atBlackmoorfoot on 7", and 13 at
Snape Reson 13" but these counts were soon overshadowed by those from the vicinity of
Cheesegat Nab/Maythorn/Broadstone Res where a roving flock was 250 strong by24
Elsewhere, 39 were d&arden Moss on 27", but counts from a handful of other sites never
exceeded single figures.

In the recent past, March has occasionally brought flocks &t @p00, but this year it was quite
different. TheBroadstonebirds had evidently moved on, with just 10 remaining there 8ndrid

the only noteworthy counts came at the end of the month, evB@nwere atHartcliff Hill on 29"
andc.50 atDeer Hill on 30" These two sites then continued to host dofiglere gatherings
throughout April, with those at the latter including several birds in immaculate plumage which
were obviously destined to breed at more northern climes. Also remaining fairly paisitaonth
wasHarden Moss where numbers again peaked at 39 ol 28 Blackmoorfoot, the monthly
maxima rose from 16 on Tpril to 20 on ¥ May, but these were unrepresentative counts in
what turned out to be a somewhat mediocre spring at thisrsltendeed over most of the Club
area.

On the breeding grounds, a National Trust survey ofMiaesden Moor Estate revealed 47
territorial pairs, mainly along the watershed. This represented an encouraging 20% increase on a
similar survey undertaken in 20@. Occasional records of small numbers in display were also
received from other high moorland sites around this time, but the only indications of breeding
success came froRocher Moss where eggshell fragments and an agitated pair were found on
19" May, andFeatherbed Moss where 18 adults behaved as if young were present'oMag.

As ever though, this lack of evidence could have been at least partly due to a reduction in observer
coverage.

Mid-summer reports were typically few, and increasinghyalised. A flock of around 60 at
Hartcliff Hill on 26" June were thought to be failed or Aomeeders, but in any case they soon
moved on. The following three months were then dominateBlagkmoorfoot, which yielded
records on seven dates in July (maxm83 on 28 and 3%), seven dates in August (maximum
44 on B), and ten dates in September (maximum 11 df).ZBisewhere, the only other report
from July involved 10 offVindmill Lane on 11" In August, 23 were @nape Reson 29, but
countsthereafter were lower, and there were none at all aftér Bdwever, late September
brought some evidence of passage, with seven flying Sl&rden Quarries on 28" and varying
numbers aRingstone Edgearound this time.
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For most of October, numbersBiackmoorfoot fluctuated between zero and 52, but the end of
the month saw an increase to 70 o' 28d 80 on 30. This apparent influx was also noted at
Maythorn, wherec.60 appeared on 8Meanwhile, visible migratiooccurred aPule Hill (33

W on 1fhand 11 W on 3%) andHarden Quarries, where 27 flew SE on 12 Occasional reports
were also received from three other sites, mostly involving singles flying E. One of these wa
Wards End Farm, where three also flew Endd” November, but subsequent sightings that month
were restricted t@lackmoorfoot, which held 38 on'9and three on 1§ andMaythorn, where

there was an isolated countaf50 on 18. This was followed by a gap of 11 days untif2dhen

50 atBlackmoorfoot proved to be the final record of the year.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Rare visitor

The only sighting involved one in ndireeding plumage which was discovered on fodder rape
stubble atSnape Resat 11.40hrs. on 27January. It was photographed during its stay, which
came to an end at 13.00hrs. when without provocation it departed high to the SSW, callin
repeatedly (DHRet al).

This record is unusual in respect of both time of year (most occurrences are in andrabitat
(grounded individuals are seldom found locally away from reservoir edges or, occasionally
sewage works). Also notable is the fact that the bird was alone, without the company of Golde
Plovers or Lapwing.

(NORTHERN)LAPWING Vanellus vanells
Partial migrant breeder, decreased to (3)-300 pairs. Numerous passage/winter visitor.
Red listed.

The following table provides a comparison of monthly maxinlatkmoorfoot Res with those

at the same site from ten and twenty years ago. Sucfiscoan give a rather inflated impression

of typical numbers present, and little can be inferred in terms of population dynamics (1994 wa
considered a poor year), but as a series of snapshots they are perhaps of some interest.

Blackmoorfoot | Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr | May| Jun| Jul | Aug | Sept| Oct | Nov | Dec
1994 47 60| 24| O 0 | 58 | 250| 263 | 154| 230 107 | 150
2004 400| 82 | 11 | 0 | 57 | 133|450 453|450| 120| 270| 120
2014 199| 18 | 13| 4 | 14 | 106| 332|370 500 450 180 300

Elsewhere, records of 50 or more in January were received&froatstoneRes (maximum 50

on 2%, Rastrick (c.70 circling over on 1%), Deer Hill Res (maximum 150 on 19, andWhitley
Edge, where numbers gradually rose to 350 ofi. 2 February, counts were generally lower, but
they included 80 aBnape Reson 7, ¢.50 atWhitley Common on 25", andc.100 atHarden
Moss on 27", This month also brought evidence o
mo v e rHardlen ant 16", 13 W atwWards End Farm on 18" and 22 W ac€liff Wood on 229,
March then saw a furtheeduction in flock sizes, althoudtingstone Edge Resdid continue to
hold 3640 until at least 2& Two other records from this month were also worthy of mention. One
involved a bird awhitley Common on 13twhich was leucistic on one side yet lookednpletely
normal when viewed from the other. The second referred to a lone male atatitigie pool on
Featherbed Mosswhere it remained from 3Quntil at least 17 May.
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Breeding activity was first noted at thele of Skye Quarry, where a pair appeed to be on
territory on 24 February and four birds were in display BY i@arch. A minimum of two pairs

then succeeded in hatching young at this site, with sometimes up to eight adults showing agitation
during May. AtSnape Res at least eight aduligere incubating eggs by ®3pril, with chicks

visible on 1% May and several additional young noted dh June. Seven pairs bred at
Blackmoorfoot (these accounting for the May entry in the table above), and small young were
seen on 30June. AtBrow Grains/Deer Hill, at least five pairs all produced young. A minimum

of two pairs bred aAnnat Royd Lane, where two young were seen orf"2lune. AtWhitley

Edge atleastonehatir own young had managed to escape t
on 229May. At Brun Clough Res, 24 adults behaved as if young were presenfbiuie. Other
localities in which breeding was at least attempted included (with minima in brakletign

Moss (9 pairs),Holme Moss(8 pairs in roadside fields which soafterwards became a Tour de
France campsiteMarsden Moor Estate (8 pairs),Barnside, Hepworth (5 pairs), Thurgory

Lane (5 pairs), anWards End Farm (4 pairs on 18 April, reducing to a single pair by"May).
Unfortunately, there were no records afpbsitive or negative) from the favoured Langsett area.

Unlike with some of our other common breeding waders, July usually sees pafdropumbers,

and this year proved no exception. Away from Blackmoorfoot, maxima this month included 148
on rooftos in aDewsbury industrial estate on #%¢.300 atBroadstone Reson 2@, and 130 at
Crosland Heath Airfield on 3F. The latter count might well have included birds from
Blackmoorfoot, but in any case numbers at this site soon rose to 200 and remained around the same
level throughout August. Elsewhere, most August records involved gigghes, althougte.100

were sill at Broadstone Reson the last day of the month.

September was fairly similar, with a series of sdwliblefigure counts fronDewsbury SWand
flocks ofc.150 overCheesegate Nalbn 7", ¢.250 atingbirchworth Res. on 1", andc.150 over
Royd Moor Hill on 26". October then saw 350 Ringstone Edge Reson F, ¢.200 atDeer Hill

on 11", and 115 awhitley Edge on 3F. Meanwhile, visible migration had begun in earnest.
Counts aHarden Quarries included 128 mostly SE on &eptember, 111 SW on1Dctober,

448 (which included a single flock of 400 ESE) off Ottober, and 78 (mostly flying in directions
between S and E) or"®November. In the Marsden area, October counts included 67 W over
Wards End Farm on 168", and 30 W aPule Hill on 3F. The former site then yielded records in
November involving 65 W on'8and 51 SW on 12

Elsewhere, November brought birdsBeetton, where counts included 38 off,380 on 2%, and
26 on exposed mud at the Lower Lake off2@ther records came from t&ammondenarea
(30 atNew Hey Carrson 39 and 75 at the reservoir on 0 Maythorn /Whitley Common
(maximumc.350 on ¢), Deer Hill (c.100 on 1%1) andRingstone Edge where 28 were present
on 25", These were followed iDecember by.150 atRoughbirchworth on 12", ¢.50 again at
Bretton on 17", ¢.50 also aClayton Weston 28", and an impressive 420@astle Damon 27",

SANDERLING Calidris alba
Rare to scarce passage visitor.

There were two recordsf this lessthanannual visitor, both of them falling within a nioeay
period during summer.

Blackmoorfoot Resi four flew W at 10.35hrs. on 8Qluly (MLD, CH, GK, GBS).
Langsett Resi three were present off August (MCW).
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DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Migrant breeder, decreased te2)l 1040 pairs. Uncommon passage visitor. Red listed.

Once again there was evidence of probable breeding on some of our higher moors. Elsewhe
there were four onday singles in the early months and a typical run of rexcordspring and
autumn; the latter of which included birds at two lowland sites.

Blackmoorfoot Resi singles flew W on 28 January, 20 February, 12 April, and 7" May, on

which date two were also on the north bank. Autumn records involved twd'dulylone on 3
August, three on #2August, singles on 2BAugust and B October, and three on %' Dctober.
Ringstone Edge Re$ singles were noted on ®éebruary, 19 and 229 April, 10" May, and &'

July.

Isle of Skye Quarryi a single was psent on 2% February.

Saddleworth Moor i breeding season records were received from three distinct parts of this
extensive upland area. At the first, singles off April and several dates in May were followed

by four on ¥ June and occasional sightings of one or two up ¥bJ20y. At another, threpairs
behaved as if chicks were present off 20ne. On this same date, a pair also appeared to have a
nest at the third site.

Marsden Moor i a National Trust survey reveal&8 pairs on territory, mainly along the western
edge of the estate. The extent of any overlap with records from Saddleworth remains unclear, b
in any case this represents an increase of 44% compared with a similar survey undertaken
2004/5.

Deer Hill Resi records were confined to early May and involved two®®ar&d six on the evening

of 9", but just one remained the following morning.

Dewsbury SWi a single was present fromtio 13" July.

Bretton Lakesi autumn work on the dam and spillway bétLower Lake led to very low water
levels which proved attractive to a number of waders. These included a single Dunlift on 21
October.

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER Tryngites subruficollis
Vagrant.

A juvenile was discovered in a bare field to the wesRiofystone Edge Resaround midday on

29" September. During the afternoon it moved back and forth between the field and the reservo
shore in the company of Golden Plovers and Lapwings until, at 17.10hrs., it flew off high to the S
Incredibly though, it was found back in its original field folowing morning, when it showed

well enough for some excellent photographs to be obtainedt(dB.

This represents the fifth record for the Club area, the third for Ringstone Edge, and the firs
recorded anywhere since a single at the same si@9ih. 1

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Records were received from seven locations, of which six were in the uplands and one in the Calc

Valley. Of the seven, three sites held birds in the first half of the year andddng the second.
No more than two individuals were recorded at any one time.
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Farnley Tyasi two were in a boggy area of?danuary (RS).

Wholestone Moori singles were located of'danuary, and #3and 24" March (DT).
Ringstone Edge Res two anong c.40 Snipe on the N shore on"l&ebruary (HBC) were
followed in April by singles on 18(DT) and 2% (DF).

Dewsbury SWi an early migrant was flushed from a footpath off $6ptember (JH).

Isle of Skye Quarryi singles were present on"1and 17 October and '8 and %' November
(DHP).

Scout Dike Res a single on 28 October (RJB) preceded two off Becember (MCW).
Marsdeni one was found in the vicinity of Wards End Farm of M@vember (DWS).

(COMMON) SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Residenbreeder, decreased to (2)-500 pairs. Common passage and winter visitor.

The first two months brought records from five areas. Double figure counts involved 14 at
Wholestone Mooron 4" January with 20 there on ®January, a noteworthy40 visible o the

N shore aRingstone Edge Reson 18" February, and 24 ddewsbury SWon 18" February.
Away from these sites, the maximum was seveBlatkmoorfoot Res on 11" February.

From early March, most reports related to birds on their breeding grddisgfay was first noted

on 11" at Bradshaw, where up to four were then regularly visible from the roadside for the
remainder of spring. Once again, the boggy upper reaches @dihe and Holme Valleys
provided the majority of records from this period,ww h dr ummi ng and O&6chipp
at several widespread locations. One ®aape Res where, probably due to some serendipitous
land management, it was reported to have been an outstanding breeding season. This was also on
of only two sites the other beingrateholme) where observers managed to see newly hatched
young. However, it was not all good news.Hdlme Moss at least six pairs were on territory in
fields which soon afterwards became part of a Tour de France campsite. Meanwhiienal Nat
Trust survey revealed just six pairs onKh&rsden Moor Estate this representing a 67% decrease

on the 18 pairs found using the same methodology in 2004/5.

Display was also noted @&run Clough Res, Broadstone Res and at several sites in the
Winscar/Windleden area. Most reports referred to one or two, but one observer counted 17
territorial birds betwee®nittlegate/Flight Hill andHarden in late May Unfortunately though,
there were no records at all (positive or negative) from the favouregset area.

As usual, midsummer sightings were few and far between. In July, one or two were flushed on
several dates at tHele of Skye Quarry, but the only reports from elsewhere were of four at
Dewsbury SWon 12"and two aBroadstoneon 268". August was even more bereft, with records
limited to one or two on four dates Btackmoorfoot and three aDewsbury SWon 18"
However, this latter site sprang to life in September, when 32 were counted ori! lanith 13",
Elsewhere, numbers remainlesv, but the month drew to a close with the first evidence of visible
migration atHarden Quarries (2 on 2%, 3 on 2%, and 10 on 287 all flying SW) and
Blackmoorfoot (4 W on 224and 8 W on 2). This continued into October, when 13 flew W at
the latter site on', and eight flew W aHarden Quarries on 3". Maxima this month included
14 atDewsbury SWon 3¢9 10 atWards End Farm, Marsden on 23", and 20 aScout Dike
Res, also on 28, but birds were generally thin on the ground, with countswéisre never
exceeding four.
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The final two months saw distribution compressed even further. Singles were occasionally seen
Wards End Farm until Christmas Eve, and there were isolated records of Blaakmoorfoot

on 10" November and two &cout DikeRes on 3¢ December, but these counts were dwarfed by
those fromDewsbury SW. These included 42 orftNovember and 48 on"2December, and the

fact that the 48 were flushed from a relatively small area means one can only wonder about tl
numbers which might have been present over the site as a whole.

(EURASIAN) WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Resident breeder (2), 25 pairs. Uscommon winter visitor.

There were four sightings in the early part of the year involving a single flusiBzedi¢y Hall
Farm on 2Ft January, one rescued from the road (apparently uninjuréejrakey Tyason 8"
March, a single neawards End Farm, Marsden on 2 April, and one which flew across
Blackmoorfoot Res and into Orange Wood orif'April.

Although not necessarily reflecting a genuine increase in range, breeding season records we
substantially more widespread than is usually the case. Quam, observers were mostly
reluctant to give an estimate of numbers present, but roding was reporte®dftan Wood,
Bentley Spring, Law Bottom, Holmbridge, Winscar, Thurl stone Moor, Copthurst
Plantation, and Yateholme. It was also noted on several etin theLangsett area, where a
minimum of five were active on fJune and two young birds were photographed near Swinden
Lodge Lane on a date in August. This same month also yielded a record of an individual near tt
reservoir there on'?

By contras, the latter months were virtually barren. Most years see an influx of continental birds
which usually reaches its peak in November. However, the only record from that month (an
indeed for the whole of this period) was of one caught in car headlightsaisn the middle of

Bare Bones Roadn the evening of'@November.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT _ Limosa lapponica
Rare to scarce passage visitor.

The only record was of two which flew EBllackmoorfoot Res at 08.40hrs. on #BApril (CH).

Numbers oBar-tailed Godwits in the Huddersfield area in the last 10 years:

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014
4 1 1 2 18 2 0 5 0 2

Godwit sp. Limosasp.
Two on the west bank @&lackmoorfoot Res during the morning of 12 August were only

viewed from the south bank and, unfortunately, were too distant for specific identification. To
add to the torture, they departed unseen (CH, GK, GBS).
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WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Scarce passage visit®t.ed | i st ed.

A totalndofvidlual s were recorded at eight wupl
spring and five in aut-ugqoodTbkheswcogstitutes

Whi tl ey iCeo mmomgl| e ‘pApersielnt( MGW)17was fol |l 6wed
May ( GS) .

Di glerye fed in fieldstParoivie (tM@) .reservoir on
Fl i ghita Kiilnlgl e wa@AppridsdmiC)on 28

Deer Hiiih Ray, one photographeRH) i pr @c enckead bty
reservoi fr{f BWPY.e on 9

Backmoor fiosoitn grleess were hnBued (SEf ht'@g .y8 A ST s
10.05hrd9ulyapow a0 11.eltQharls.) (MLD, CH
Wards EnMMaFasidansi ngle Tdwlw W DWS)2.2

Langseitaa sRensgl e dédPpagusd WMECW) 15

Har den Quwarerifdsew W atRd@u2thiBC, oNWEO0 DHP) .

(EURASIAN) CURLEW Numenius arquata
Migrant breeder (3), 16850 pairs. Common passage visitor.

The first to arrive were in FebruaryBltackmoorfoot Res (2 on 1" andMaythorn (8 on 1%Y).
Subsequent records from the former site that month involved single'emd 229, 11 (3 S and

8 W) on 2%, three flying S on 28 nine on 2%, and a single S on #8This was similar to the
pattern emerging arourMaythorn, albeit that numbers in the latter area rose higher, reaching 35
by 26". Nearby, singles were notedlagbirchworth Res. on 229 and 24", on which date one
was also aRingstone Edge Res

As usual, the highest counts of the year took place in Marhe month began with55 near
Langsett Res and 15 aBlackmoorfoot on 1, but an influx was even more evident df) &hen

36 flew W at the latter site and groups elsewhere included3®eatHill Res, 40 afThick Hollins

Moor, andc.60 atMaythorn . However, numbers at most of these sites were never as high again.
At Blackmoorfoot, 24 flew W on 11, and 12 did the same on2ut later counts were all in
single figures. AMaythorn, numbers gradually reduced to six on the last day of the monéh. T
one exception waBeer Hill, where 42 on Zlrepresented the last noteworthy gathering of the

spring.

Once again, the early signs of breeding activity were recorded somewhat vaguely, with the first
mention of display referring to a pair \tindleden Edge on 24" March. Birds were obviously

more widespread during April, when song and display were noted at several upland sites, but, aside
from six flying W atBlackmoorfoot on 13"and six aBlack Mosson 15", counts never exceeded

a paltry four. In met areas this apparent quietness continued into May, although a National Trust
survey did illustrate the value of purposeful coverage when it revealed an estimated 34 pairs on
territory on theMarsden Moor Estate The last day of the month then broughtfitet indication

of breeding success, when a pair in this area behaved as if they had young. Further evidence came
in June, with single young birds noted at Isle of Skye Quarryon 2¢and 9" andDeer Hill on

20" (on which date two adults were witlid young aBroadstoné). Deer Hill then yielded a good

count of 23 on 28, but it is unknown how many (if any) of these were recently fledged young.
This also applied to a group of 10+Baun Clough Res on 14",
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July is often rather bereft of birds amas this year even more so than usual. One or two juveniles
continued to be seen throughout the month atdleeof Skye Quarry, but the only other records
involved singles oveMarsden on 168" andHarden Quarries on 26". August fared slightly better,

with up to five noted on eight dates at four sites, but the sole report from September was of or
flying W at Marsden on 2. This was followed in October by a singlelmgbirchworth Res. on
1stand two there on #0and shgles which flew S ovePule Hill on 12" and 3%

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Migrant breeder (2), around 50 pairs.

Records were received from Rftalities (31 in 2013) and, whilst breeding was strongly suspected
at several of tam, it wasconfirmedat just one. On a more positivete, midJuly brought news
of an extraordinargathering atngbirchworth .

The first report involved what turned out to be the only lowland sighting of the whole year; a single
atElland GP on 10" April. Hot onits heels were further singlesRingstone EdgeandLangsett
Reservoirson 11" andBlackmoorfoot Res on 12", but the next 10 days yielded no records at
all. However, birds had appeared at an additional five lsjt¢he end of the month. These included
Deer Hill Res, where two pairs were considered to be on territory By 30

Breeding was confirmed &nailsden Res where an adult was with two juveniles ori®2Rine.
Breedingalmost certainly also took placelatwer Windleden Res, where agitation as shown

by one of the four birdpresent on 30 May. Other sites hosting birds apparently on territory
included theLittle Don Valley and the reservoirs dtangsett (2 pairs),Butterley, Blakeley,
WessendenRedbrook, Brun Clough, Deanhead Ringstone Edge Yateholme, andWinscar,
where at least two pairs weire evidence on 27 May. Additionally, singles were noted around
this time at the reservoirs Bbve Stone Yeoman Hey, Greenfield, andMarch Haigh, and also

at thelsle of Skye Quarry, albeit on only one date (2May) at the latter.

At Blackmoorfoot Res, ones and twos continued to appear on a mostly sporadic basis througt
May and early June. However, there was then a gap of 16 days, after which a sit@fleJone
perhaps represented the first evidence of-poestding dispersal. This was followed by further
singles on four dates to the end of the month, and records on 11 dates in July, mostly of one to fc
but featuring an isolated high count of 11 @¥.1Birds then occurred more or less daily during
August (maximum 6 on'§ and early September (maximum 3 6f, but there was then a week
long interval until singles on ¥%nd 2% and two on 273; this being the final record of the year.

By contrast, records from most other areas had just about dried up by early July. For example,
Winscar Res a notable 11 were present oi"3@ine, but the only report thereafter involved three
on 8" July. Admittedly, certain reservoirs did continueyield occasional records into August
(Wessenderup to 4" andRoyd Moor to 37) and Septembetangsettup to 7" andDeer Hill

to 9" but, away from Blackmoorfoot, virtually all of them related to singles. The one real
exception was angbirchworth , where, after three orf7and 8, and one on 1% a remarkable

27 were present on 13uly, comfortably surpassing the previous Club area maximum of 21 at
Dewsbury SW in July 1950. However, the occurrence was typically ephemeral, with subsequel
recordsfrom this site being limited to two on 24uly, singles on two dates in August, and one on
5th September.
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GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Records came from seven sites and spanned all months oth@athemy and May.

Dewsbury SWand the adjacent River Caldiea single on 18 February was followed in March
by one which frequented the filter beds betweet 47d the end of the month. However, there
were none then until July, when five frort @ere pined by another four on t4this making a
Club recordequalling nine in total. Subsequent reports referred to threearibfive on 17
August, with one to three then present on several dates betwedu@ést and 7 October (JH).
Ossett Spa SW a single was noted on nine dates betweé€arch and 18 April and could
well have been present throughout this period (DT, DHP).

Maythorn i a single was at a small pond near the southern end of Potters Gate tratklanel 1
(HQ).

Royd Moor Resi one was present during the afternoon of ugust (DBu).

Langsett Resi a single flew E during the late afternoon &f@ctober (MC).

Elland GP i one was photographed at the main lagoon éhQtober (NCD, DF).

Bretton Lakes i a single, presumably atti@d by the very low water levels and resultant mud
(see Dunlin), was occasionally encountered around the Lower Lake betfi@éov8mber and
27" December (BBSG).

(COMMON) GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Scarce to uncommon passage visitor.

Barely hanging on to its status as an annual visitor, the sole record of this fine wader involved a
single atRingstone Edge Reson the morning of 29August (DF).

(COMMON) REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Migrant breeder, decreased to (16 Pairs. Uncommopassage visitor.

Records were received from nine sites and, of 30 dated sightings, all but two related to the period
from March to June. Of these, the most welcome were a series indicating probable breeding by up
to two pairs on previously favoured moarthin the far West of our area.

Ossett Spa SW after a single on"g March, two to four were recorded on a further eight dates
up to 13 April. Given that this site was not covered every day, it is possible that birds were present
throughout this periad

Dewsbury SWi one was present off'®arch.

Ringstone Edge Re$ two on 17" March were followed by singles on,.@22'9, and 3@ April.
Marsdeni two circled high over Wards End Farm dhApril prior to departing W.

Brun Clough Resi this tiny roagide reservoir played host to two on botf{' 2pril and on 12

May, and a single on ¥4June. The proximity of this site to Rocher Moss (see below) suggests
that some of the same birds might have been involved.

Blackmoorfoot Resi singles were noted ob5" April, 5" May (flying S), 20" June, and 23
August, the latter of which departed W at 08.00hrs.

Rocher Mossi after a single on f9May, two pairs showed agitation offJune, with at least

two adults still present a week later.

Whitley Edge i one flew W over this former breeding area on the eveningbiveg.
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Scout Dike Res a single in the soutlvest corner of the reservoir on"l®ctober was the last
record of the year.

(BLACK-LEGGED)KITTIWAKE _Rissa tridactyla
Rare to scarce passagsitor.
At Blackmoorfoot Res an adult departed W atl4.00hrs. on 25December (TD, CH).

BLACK -HEADED GULL Chroicocephalusidibundus
Resident breeder, decreased to (13, fairs. Numerous passage and winter visitor.

Counts from thelngbirchworth/Scout Dike/Royd Moor/Broadstone area produced the
following monthly maxima:

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sept| Oct | Nov | Dec
400 | 400 | 300 | 22 1 0 33 56 60 | 220 | 400 | 450

The only roost count &lackmoorfoot Res involved 5,280 on® January.

Small groups were seen at a number of widely scattered localities throughout the year, but the or
treble figure counts involved the following:

Bretton Park i ¢.150 on %' January, 213 on 120ctober, 243 on'9November and.300 on 27
December.

Castle Dami during the first winter period birds were using this area, mainly as@pstloafing
site, and the following were the maximum gatherirg800 on 16 andc.150 on 229 January,
271 on & February, 300 on 1Band 24" February. The onlgount later in the year involved 412
on 27" December.

Hepworth i ¢.200 on 2% January.

Langsett Resi the roost in the first winter period held a maximum of 1,350 dhHdbruary.
Later in the year roosting numbers began to build fromAnidust: the 36 on 14' August had
increased to 369 the following week, 544 BySeptember, and 1,114 by®September, but this
had fallen to 730 by 27October.

Dewsbury SWi 330 on 2% February, 286 on'March and 260 on 26December.

Whitley Common i ¢.3000n 17" March.

Digley Resi 130 on 28 September.

Lindley Recreation Ground i ¢.100 on 28 October.

Pole Moori 250 (with 150 Common Gulls) on 2December.

Horbury Strands/Wyke i 100 on 24 December.

Winscar Resi a small colony now exists at théte which, this year, held at least four pairs. The
dumping of domestic ducks by persons unknown has attracteefelkars, which in turn offers
the gulls an alternative food supply.

Visible migration was only noted at four localities:

Blackmoorfoot Resi 63 flew NW on & July.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni 158 flew W during the morning of ¥3July, most of which were
adults, 70 (52 W + 18 E) on $®wugust, 35 W on 15 October, a minimum of 107 W on 22
October, 61 SW onsINovember with 103 W the falving day.
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Pule Hill, Marsden i 604 flew SW on 10 dates betweeri"Qctober and ' November, with a
maximum of 272 on 31October.
Harden Quarriesi 75 (25 SW + 50 NE) on 120ctober.

LITTLE GULL _Hydrocoloeus minutus

Rare to scarce passage and winisitor.

The only record involved an adult@éewsbury SWwhich departedV at 11.45hrs. on 22August
(JH).

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Rare to scarce visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Resi there was a good run of records, but only five birds were thought to have
been involved: an adult seen on seven dates betWekmidary and I5February was presumably

the same individual (MLD, T2t al); a firstwinter roosted on 6February (MCNWM, DHP);

a summeiplumaged adult was present dtilarch (MLD, CHet al); an adult remained between
26" October and 3 November (MLD, SRet al); a firstwinter was also present on this last date
(MLD, DMP, SPet al); and a different firstvinter was seen on"®November (CH, DMP).
Ringstone Edge Re$ an adult on 18 February (NCD, DF).

Ingbirchworth Res i a firstwinter was present orfMarch and an adult orfNovember (both
DMP, SP).

Ravensthorpei an adult was at Biffa Waste on'2Becembe (SD).

COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common passage and winter visitor.

Records during the first winter period were from a number of widely scattered localities, especially
in the east of the area, but counts rarely exceeded 40, the following being theescep
Blackmoorfoot Resi 720 roosted on™ January.

Ingbirchworth Res i 43 on 14 January, 58 on 24February and 48 on #4arch.

Whitley Resi ¢.100 on 18 January.

Broadstone Res ¢.100 on 29 January.

Oldfield i recorded regularly with maximum of 72 on%March.

Emley Moor i ¢.300 on 18 March.

Apart fromBlackmoorfoot Res, which had up to six (but usually 2 or 3) on 38 dates betw&en 6
May and 3' September, the only other records during the summer months were as follows:
Ingbirchw orth Res’ five on 14" July and a single on $8ugust.

Broadstone Res three on 1% July.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni singles flew W on 18 July and 14 August.

Langsett Resi in August, a single roosted off August, as did three on #@nd 13 on ah.

Royd Moor Resi a single on 3% August.

Numbers began to build from miBeptember and, although widely distributed, numbers were
uninspiring, rarely exceeding 15, the only exceptions being as follows:
Blackmoorfoot Resi 28 on 27" October.
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Broadstone Red 50 on 12" October and 38 onfIDecember.
Pole Moori 100 on 9 December and 150 (with 250 Blablkeaded Gulls) on 28December.

Visible migration was noted at three localities:

Pule Hill, Marsden i 99 flew SW on six dates betweefi 3eptember and®November with a
maximum of 84 on 31 October.

Harden Quarries i singles flew NE on 12and 13 October.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni 173 (most of which flew W) on 22 dates betweefi ©8tober and
30" December with a maxima of 22 W on28ctober, 21 on 1 December with 23 the following
day and 35 W on 29December.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus
Common passage visitor, uncommon winter visitor.

The only site with regular counts was Blackmoorfoot Res., where the followinthipomaxima
occurred:

Jan | Feb| Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
8 2 |12 16| 22| 23|11 | 21| 29| 13 4 3

With the exception of the Blackmoorfoot Res. records noted above, the only other records durin
the first winter period were as follows:

Langsett Resi a single roosted on TFebruary.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni seven flew W on 18February, two flew W on ¥5March, five

did likewise following day, three flew W ori"4April and singles flew W on8and 17" April.
Ingbirchworth Res i two on 17" Felruary and a single on fMarch.

Deer Hill Resi three on 19 February.

Elland GP i a single on 2% April.

A pair frequented th&Vinscar/Snailsden area throughout May/June and, although courtship
behaviour was observed, there was no proof of breeding.

From midMay until late October birds were reported from a number of widely scattered localities
but the usual autumn build up in the Broadstone area was well below par, although Langsett he
good numbers of roosting birds. Numbers at most localitiedyraeached double figures, the
exceptions being as follows:

Annat Royd Lanei 12 on 7 June,

Ingbirchworth Res i ¢.20 on & July, ¢.140 on 28 August, 17 on 10 September, 28 on 22
September, 28 on IOctober and 14 on $Dctober.

Langsett Resi the roost built up from 59 on 2@uly to 161 by  August and high figures were
then maintained until late October. In August there was a maximw22# on 16 and 471 on

26", but in September this had increased to 626"%r8@8 on 11 and 1,53 on 23. Numbers
thereafter decreased, but 993 were present Bi52ptember, 605 ori4ctober and 231 on 97
October.

Broadstone Res 22 on &' August, 23 on 8 September, 26 on T0ctober and 11 on 22

October.

Whitley Airfield i 85 on 20" August.

Butterley Resi a flock of 20 flew NE on 14 September.

Whitley Common i ¢.110 on 2% October.
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With the exceptions of the Blackmoorfoot Res. records noted above and movements over Marsden
(see below), the only other November/December recordsagdialows:

Ingbirchworth Res i four on 3¢ November and two on $4December.

Royd Moor Resi two on 9" November.

Castle Dami a single on 12 December.

Ravensthorpei two at Biffa Waste on 29December.

Movements over the area, other than therfgamtioned above, were noted four localities between
mid-May and late December.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni 261 (most of which flew W) on 54 dates betweeH May and
26" December with a maxima of 16 (14 W + 2 E) o' Zptember, 14 W on 11October, 25
(11 NW + 14 NE) on 18October, 15 W on 2% October and 23 W on #8ctober.

Blackmoorfoot Resi 22 flew S on 30 May, 17 E on 20 July, 21 S on 18 August, 29 N on 28
September, 13 E on $®ctober and 16 W ont'@December.

Pule Hill, Marsden i a total of 46 flew SW on nine dates betweer" Zeptember and@
November, with a maximum of 20 on"1®ctober.

Harden Quarries i 23 flew SW on 141 October and 19 SW and 13 NE the following day.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus
Common passage and wintervisiRere d | i st ed .

As is now normal, the roost 8lackmoorfoot Res never held more than single figures during
either winter period. There were a good number of movements which exceeded this figure,
however. A total of 22 (18 + 12 E) on 2t January, 24 E on $Wanuary, 53 E on %0ctober,

57 W on 9" November, 24 W on 24November and 117 W on Z2December.

There were records from a further 16 localities (20 in 2013), showing that the species is still not as
common agormerly. For completeness all records are given.

Langsett Res 300 roosted on'January. Later in the year the roost only held two dhAL&yust,
eight on 26 August, no more than three throughout September and sixtb@&aber.

Honley i four on11" January.

Elland GP i a single on 2% January.

Broadstone Red 10 on 27" January, a single on ZXctober and 52 orsDecember.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni singles flew S on'BFebruary and W on 24February and three
flew W on 18" March. Therevere then no records until a single flew E off 2@ne. On 36 dates
between 12 July and the year end a further 799 passed over, most of which flew in a westerly
direction, with a maxima of 36 (22 W + 2 S) dfAlSovember and, in December, 89 W dh 817
(106 W + 11 SW) on 12 88 W on 224, and 77 W on 27.

Ingbirchworth Res i in February, four were present ofi, & single on 18 and six on 19 and
24 A single was present on't ®arch, at least 10 on #8ugust and up to seven on four dates
in December.

Deer Hill T at least 100 in various sized flocks flew W during the afternoon®fF&6ruary.

Thick Hollins Moor i a single on 23 February.

Black Moss Res a single flew NE on 15 April.

Deanhead Re$§ two flew SW on 2# April.

Harden Mossi a single on 12 May.

Royd Moor Resi three on 3% August.

Pule Hill, Marsden i 80 flew SW betweens1September and™®November, with a maximum of
36 on 21 October.
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Harden Quarries i a flock ofc.45 flew SW @ 9" November.
Oldfield i up to four were noted regularly betwee @nd 25" December.
Ravensthorpei ¢.100 at Biffa Waste on #8December had reducedad 0 the following day.

YELLOW -LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis
Scarce passage visitor.

Mostrecords, as last year, reverted to the previous pattern of occurrences, with most being in t
second half of the year.

Blackmoorfoot Resi a seconewinter on 4" January (CH) and a secesdmmer on 23 May

(MLD, GBS).

Ingbirchworth Res i an adult on 24 February (MCW), two adults orf"éugust (DBu, AK), an

adult on 21 August (MC) with two secondummers the following day (DBu).

Langsett Resi there was a good run of records of roosting birds which commenced with two on
26" July (MCW). Between % August and 28 September up to three were present on 12 dates
(RJB, MC, NWM, MCW). Based on age and plumage differences, at least eight birds were
involved in these sightings. The only records thereafter concerned single aduftsand 27"
October (MCW.

Whitley Edge i an adult on 27 October (MC).

CASPIAN GULL Larus cachinnans
Rare visitor.

This species was recorded in the Club area for the third year in succession. An adult in the roost
Langsett Res was present from f4to 16" August (RJB, MC, NWM, MCW) and what was
presumed to be the same bird o' 26igust and T and %' September (MCW).

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides
Rare to scarce winter visitor.

There were three records, the first since January 2012.

Dewsbury SWi an adult flew sloly eastwards in a party of large gulls or"@Becember (JH).
Ringstone Edge Re$ a juvenile was present on®2Becember (JB, DF).

Ravensthorpei a juvenile was present at Biffa Waste o/28" December (JAB, SD, DHPet
al.).

Kuml i e nléasusglaucoides kumlieni

An adult present in the roost laingsett Res on 4" January (MC, DHP, G8t al) had been
disturbed from its usual roost at nearby Broomhead Res. This is the second record of this ra
in the Club area, the first being from the saowation on & February 2008.
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GREAT BLACK -BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Uncommon winter visitor.

The only site with regular counts was Blackmoorfoot Res., where the following monthly maxima
occurred:

Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 17 9

As can be witnessed from the table abthvis speciedas virtually disappeared from the roost at
Blackmoorfoot Res The only movements over the area were as follows: 17 flew W 6n 24
November and, in December, nine W ort%2éhd nine E on 31

This species becomes less common in the Club area as the years progress, and the following were
the only additional records:

Langsett Resi 84 roosted on®January.

Ingbirchworth Res i two on 3" January and a single on"2Bebruary.

Fixby 7 two flew W on 1% January.

Bretton Park i singles on 1% March and 7 December.

Wards End Farm, Marsdeni in May, three flew W on®, a single two days later, five W on

16" and seven W the following day. On 25 dates betwe&nlly and the year end a further 164
passed over, most of which flew in a westerly direction, with a maxima of 33 (29 W + 4 SW) on
12" December, 24 W on $¥December and 23 W on 2®ecember.

Windleden Edgei a single flew W on 18 September.

Broadstone Resi a single on 2% October.
Ravensthorpeia 6f ew6 were pr es®Dedtemet Bi ffa Waste o

LITTLE TERN _Sternula albifrons

Rare passage visitor.

At Blackmoorfoot Res a single flew NE at 10.00 hrs. on"28pril (CH, DMP, SP, GBS).
This was tle sixteenth record for the reservoir,

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger

Rare to scarce passage visitor

The only record involved a summplumaged adult @lackmoorfoot Res on 229 April (MJS).
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Lesser Scaup|ngbirchworth, 8/5/14
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Purple Heron, Dewsbury Swage Works 28/5/14

Red Kite, Isle of Skye Quarry, 16/4/14




Merlin, Harden, 27/9/14

Lapwing, Ringstone Edge 23/4/14
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Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Ringstone Edge, 29/9/14

Jack Snipe, FarnleyTyas, 2/1/14
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Cuckoo, Holmfirth, 13/6/14
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Tawny Owl, Langsett, 17/5/14

Long-eared Owl,location withheld, 3/5/14
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