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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Thanks to the sterling work of the Committee, Cfub members, in 1985, once more
enjoyed a varied and interesting programme of indoor lectures and field autings.
Seven of the latter were to such ever popular venues as Southport and Martin Mere
to the west and Filey and Spurn on the east. Apart from informai club evenings
there were ten programmerd lectures plus an unscheduled one mainly about otters
which stimulated more questions and comments than all the athers!

Tthe 1985 indoor prograrmme was started on 8th January by Trevor Sutton with
'‘Breeding Birds of Greater Manchester’, in which he deseribed how members of the
Manchester Ornithological Society used 2km x 2km tetrads for mapping breeding
distribution. He was followed on 22nd January by John Reynulds recalling saume
more of his 'East African Days'. Jon Flornbuckle tald of his travels in '‘Search for
Eagles' on 19th February. On 5th March members were fascinated by James Alder's
witty, detailed and informative aecount of 'The Oipper’ based on many years of
observation. Denis Summers-Smith who published a New Naturalist monograph on
the House Sparrow in 1963 came to us on 2nd April and 'In Search of Sparrows' put
our most familiar bird into a worldwide taxonomic and ecoluogical context. On 24th
Septermber Gwyn Williams, of the RSPB Conservation Planning Department,
contrasted the effects of sympathetic and unsympathetic policies on wetland
habitats in 'Birds, Wetlands and Man'. Some members of the Tlub remember how
sought-after a lecturer George Yeates was thirty years ago; as George stopped
lecturing some twenty or more years ago it was a rare privilege to hear of bhis
experiences in photographing Pink-footed Geese and Great Northern Divers in
Neeland, Land of the |l.oon' on 8th Qctober, Many topics of local relevance were
discussed by Roy Crossley, President of the Y.N.J,, in his wide-ranging talk 'The
Naturalist in Yerkshire' on 22nd October. Clive Johnsan, on k9th November, gave
us a3 good idea of the stark bemuty of the Antarctic in 'Icebergs and Huskies', In
marked controst to Antarctica were the sun-drenched habitats in Spain and
Portugal described and shown in magnificent slides by Kevin Carlsan in
‘Photographing Birds in Iberia’ on 2nd December.

The RSPB organised a Huddersfield Conservation Day an 16th November. Along
with the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and variows other groups we were invited to
participate in the exhibitions that were to he cet up in the King Street Mission. Our
display stand generated considerable interest among the general public and slso
resulted in useful sales of past Reports and of Mike Denton’s updated
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir Report. The day ended with a showing of the RSPB film
on Golden Eagles at the Venn Street Arts Centre,

1 cannot end this report without poying tribute to all the work done by members of

the Committee in furthering the interests of members on whase behalf [ shnuid like
to thank them all most sincerely,

John Reynolds, July 15686.



The Weather in 1985

In general, January was frasty, with snow causing problems on a few occasions and
temperatures olmost 5F below normal. Freezing easterly winds and snow on the
12th praduced below zern temperatures for the next week and caused mast waters
to be frozen over, Blizzards occurred on 24th and 27th, but on the latter dste
heralded the start of milder, but windier weather from the west which continued
into February, An anticyclone to the narth-east of Britain brought freezing
weather again on 7th and this persisted to l4th, Fog on 21st and 220d preceded
mild south-westerly winds at the month end. S5pring-like canditians in the early part
of March gave way tn much cotder weather from 13th, when an anticyclone which
developed to the west moved eastwards into Europe, praducing easterly, and later
south-easterly, winds from the continent. Milder westerlies returned on 22nd and
persisted to the month-end.

Unsettled, mainly south-westerly weather dominated in early April, but a enlder
north-westerly airstream developed nn 9th, A high pressure system then developed
and moved south over England bringing warm sunny weather from 16th to 18th, but
this was short-lived as another anticyclone brought more cald northerly winds untif
2Bth, when the wind turned south-wesierly. Westerly winds in early May were
replaced from the Bth by easterlies which persisted far abaut ten days, Clear skies
and sunshine were frequent in mid-month. Torrentisl rain and rorth-rasterly winds
on Zlst gave way to unsettled cyclonic westerly weather on 22nd, with warm
southerly air arriving on 27th giving bot, settled weather.

June opened warm and sunny, but this was followed from 6th by unsettied cold and
wet westerly weather. Later cool northerly winds followed on 16th by cool
westerlies resulted in this being the second coldest June of the century. The
consequent reduction in insect activity inevitably meant that food for nestlings was
very scarce.

Hot cnntinental weather with air from the south-east brought a welcome, but brief
interlude to early July, but it did not last. Cooler, unsettled westerly weather
returned after 5th. Temperatures were well below narmal for mast nf the maonth
and rainfall in the secand half of the mopth was also above average, after a
relatively dry first half. August was cool and unsettled, with a series af depressions
tracking eastwards, bringing in mainly cool air from the North Atiantic. Only on
15th, 29th aod 3Dth did warmer air get in fram the south-east. Overall, there were
few dty days, and the manth was duil, with little sun,

West to nrorth-west winds, sometimes strong, in the first week of September
created cool, unsettied conditinns, From 7th, an increase in air pressue to the south
diverted the Atlantic depressions ta a mare northerly track nacth of the British
Isles, allowing warm air ko be brought in fram the south and leading to higher
temperatures. After 18th, sputh to south-east winds became more frequent and the
last weekend of September was the hottest of the year. The month was generally
dry, with above average sunshine.

Ortober opened with unsettied westerly weather as a series of depressions crossed
the Atlantic, After 12th, a developing anticyclone meant fine, settled weather, but
from Z1st this high pressure system moved northwards, giving fnr a few days strong
easterly winds, followed by cold northerlies which persisted into early Navember.
Cyclonic westerly weather predominated from 3rd, with cold oartherlies from 10th,
The winds gradually veered ta the east, backing to oorth from 24th, only becoming
warmer an 30th. Northerly or eastarly winds accurred oo twenty days, bringing dry
conditjons, but making this Novembar the coldest since 925,

December was mainly wet and cloudy with above averaqe temperatures. Fram 26th
a cold anticyclona over Greenland extended southwards and very cold air arrived on
the resulting northerly winds. Snow fell only on 30th, The last day of the year saw
the ending of the cold spell with a return ta milder westerlies.



Introduction to the Classified List

The area covered by the Club comprises Ordnance Survey ten-kilometre squares
SEO00, U1, 10, 11, 20 and 21 along with those parts of SEDZ and SE12 sauth of the
Rivers Ryburn and Calder,

As In our last eight annual reports,the status of each species occurring within the
area has been indicated by one or more of the fallowing classifications:-

Resident Breeder Migrant Breeder
Partial Migrant Winter Visitor
Passage Visitor

For the breeding species, the number appearing in brackets following the statement
of breeding status is an estimated level of breeding abundance, based on the table
belows:-

. 1.20 pairs per year

. 2}-100 pairs per year
101.-500 pairs per year

. 501-2500 pairs per year

. 2501 or more pairs per year

1
2
3
4
5

The passage and winter visitors have each been allocated a category stating thelir
degree of frequency and cccurrence. For passage visitors, the categary indicates
the number seen during the year, while for winter visitors, an estimate has been
made of the number present in the area on one day during the year as follows:-

Rare 1 or fewer birds
Scarce 2.10 birds
Uncommon 11-10D birds
Common 101-1000 birds
Numerous 1001 or more birds

In attempting to establish breeding numbers and the number of passage and winter
visitors, particutarly in the case of the more common species, it must be realised
that the figures essentially are estimates.

Precise localities for records of Schedule 1 species (Protection of Birds Act 1954-
67} have been kept confidential where it is felt that publicatian might lead to
harmful disturbance.

Many of the more common breeding species have been listed without further
comment than an indication of their status. Far further details of these and their
habitat preferences, readers are referred to the 1380 Repart, in which appeared a
comptete list of all species recorded in the area up ta the end of 1980 together
with notes on their status.



Notes on the Claassified List

During 1985, 173 species were recorded in the Club area. All the records listed of
rare or unusual species have been accepted by the sppropriate authorities.

Unusual species which occurred during the year included Red-throated and Great
Northern Divers, Red-necked and Slavenian Grebes, Leach's Petrel, Brent Goose,
Ruddy Duck, Arctic Skua, Sandwich Tern and Nightjar, with Eider, Yellow-browed
Warbler amd Raven each being identified faor only the second time in the area, the
last following hot on the heels of the first acceptable sighting in 1984,

Undoubtedly though the highiights of the year were the Red-necked Phalarape
which delighted a few fortunate observers at Horbury Wyke during the afternoon
and evening of Znd June and the Pomarine Skuas which necurred on 1Jth November
at Midhope and 5Scout Dike Reservoir. Both were additions to the ares's avifouna,

Fewer Dotterel apeared at the traditional site in spring, but nne occurred nearby in
autumn. The number of Kittiwakes observed at Blackmoorfoot in 1984 was
considered exceptionol, but was totally eclipsed by the events of 14th March 1985,
when no less than 226 birds passed through. Mediterranean Guils appeared on two
dotes, but on the debit side there was not a single sighting of either Glaucous or
Iceland Gull, the first year since 1969 that neither species has been recorded there,

An excellent variety of raptors included Red Kite, Marsh Harrier, two Rough-
iegged Buzzards, Osprey and Hobby as well as Goshawk and Peregrine, with a
Golden Eagle to the south-west onty just failing to make it into the Club area. The
Osprey flew west ot Crowden on 5th April, on which date Bretton Park produced a
remarkable arrgy of summes migrants, including esrliest-ever records of Tree
Pipit, Redstart and Garden Warbler, but apart from Willow Warblers, summer
visitors generally were late and in some cases in reduced numbers, Pied
Flycatcbers arrived only to disappoint, nane of the three males seen in spring
apparently succecding in attracting & female. The cald, wet spring and early
summer must have had a very serious effect on breeding success and it appears
thst many moorland breeders, espeeially the waders, left the moors early, being
unabie to cope with the severely adverse conditions.

In stark contrast to 1984, water levels at the Jocal reservoirs were exceptionally
high, creating none of the cenditions necessary to attract migrant waders in
autumn, Consequently there were few records and mast of those that did accur
were seen only briefly as they passed rapidly through the area, frequently calling,
mainly to the west.

The days between 5th and 13th Dctober saw interesting moverments of several
passerine species, notably Meadnw Pipits and various finches, at Blackmaorfoat and
Wholestone Moor and to a lesser extent elsewhere, whilst the weekend of 16th/17th
November proved an exciting one at local waters with Red-throated Diver,
Bewick’s Swan, 22 Common Scoter and all three species of sawbill, inciuding for
the sixth consecutive winter the wintering drake Smew at Ingbirchwarth, as well as
Water Rail being recorded.

1 should like to express my sincere thanks to Mike Denton far once again
condensing the information on the Biackrnoorfoot logsheels into a form which
facilitates greatly the work of the Recorder, far compifing the Ringing Report and
for the short paper on the Aythya hybrid at Blackmoarfoot; to Mike Pinder and to
Mortin VYates for providing the illustrations which increase enormously the
attractiveness of this report and to all those members and pther observers who
have contributed teeords, withaut whom this report could not have been prepared.

Brian Armitage - Recarder



CLASSIFIED LIST

This list follows the sequence and scientific nomenclature of Prafessar Dr. K.id.
Voous {(1977) List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species,

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata
Rare visitor

Singles occurred at Bleckmaorfoot Reservoir on 6th January (PNB, MLD, JMP, JF)
and on 36th November (CCT), the latter arriving at 1055 hours from the north-esst
and departing to the wast at 1115 hours.

Cxcept for 1963, this is the only year in which more than ane bird has occurrad.
Ninth and tenth records.

Great Northermn Diver Ggvia immer
Rare visitor

One was watched at Blackmoorfoot Reservair for thirteen minutes on lAth
February befare it flew off to the west (CH). Eleventh record,

This species has now appeared in four of the last five years.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficoliis

Resident breeder i:l'i Uncommon passage end winter visitor.

At |east eight pairs bred in the area, raising 19 young, as follows: R.Celder,
Hocbury 1 pair - 4 young, Scout Dike Reservoir at least one pair - 3 young,
Ingbirchworth Reservoir two pairs - 4 young, Brettan Park 2 pairs « 2 young, Square
Wood Reservoir, Denby Dale one pair - 4 young, Boshaw Whams one pair ~ Z young
and Castie Dam, Penistone. Additional pairs in the breeding ssason were nated at
Royd Moor Reservoir on 16th May and Coxley Dem, where nest building was taking
place on 17th April, with a single bird at i.angsett Reservoir on lst June.

Birds were present in the area in all months nlthotgh numbers were inw prior to the
breeding season, maximum being six at Elland Gravel Pit/R.Calder on 26th
Jonuary.

Numbers after the breeding season were very high ot the Ingbirchworth/Scout Dike
group af reservoirs. The actuzal numbers iovolved are difficuit to assess nwing to
the ioterchange of birds between the different waters in the area. Scout Dike had a
max, of 26 on 7th September, when nine were also present at Ingbirchworth, with
19 on 20th September (nine were at Ingbirchworth), whilst the pesk ot
Ingbirchworth was 21 on }Z2th and 24th October. Ingbirchworth had at lemst six
other dates in October when numbers reached doubte figures.

Other wstets where birds occurred were Cannon Hall (max.3 in February),
Gunthwaite Dam (one to three on 35 dates, mainly August to Octoher) and
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir, with records on 38 dates, mainly October and November,
with four on 14th November as maximum.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Resident breeder {1). Uncnmmon passaqe visitor

Al [east twelve peirs attempled to breed at six waters, successfully rearing approx.
22 younq.

At Bretton Park, where birds were present in all months, six pairs attempted tn
breed ond four were successful, producing eleven young, but not all survived. The
spring maximum was 18 on 6th April and on l4th znd included four sitting birds; in
autumn 13 on 8th September. One pair bred at Ingbirchworth, rearing two young.
Birds were present from 29th Jaouary to I2th November, with 2 maximum of six an
13th Qetober,



Birds were first noted at Scout Dike Reservair an 10th March (faur); three pairs
were present during the breeding season and eight young were seen on 2nd August,
but these had been reduced to four by 15th September. Maximum was 12 an 2nd
August.

A single pair at Elland G.P, raised four young.

In 1984 Blsckmoporfoot Reservoir was noted as having an unprecedented series of
records, but 1985 saw these records increase even further. Birds occurred in all
manths {one date in January, one in February, five dates in March) and from 6th
April almost continuousty to the year end, with an unbroken run from 24th May to
2%th December, Monthly maxima were; January - one, February - one, March -
three, April - three, May - two, June - eight, July - fourteen, August - twenty one,
September - twenty two, October . twenty, Novermnber . thirteen, December -
seven, In addition a pair bred for the first time ever, successfully rearing a single
chick, The nest was completed by 10th June, four eggs had been laid by 20th and
the first egg hatched on 14th July, when the nest with its three remaining eqgs was
deserted,

There were no records from non-breeding waters.

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
Rare visitor

An adult in partial breeding plumage occurred st Blackmonrfont Reservoir on lath
and 15th September (BA, MLD).

The seventh record for the area and first at Blackmoarfoat since 1959,

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus
Rare visitor

An adult in summer plumage at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir or 25th April (MLD}.
Seventh record for the area,



Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa

Rare visitor
One at Efland G.P. on 18th September (SC).

Seventh record far the area,

Cormorant [Phalacrocorax carbo

Scarce passage and winter visitor.
Fewer records than in some recent years.

One present at Bretton Park on five dates from 7th Morch ta 14th April and ane in
autumn on 8th September; one at Langsett Reservair on 2nd April. Blackmaorfoot
Reservolr had anly two records of single birds on 15th April and 10th July. One at
Royd Moor Reservoir on 15th September and an immature in early November at
Scammonden Dam.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder (1),

There was no increase in the size of the heronry on the lower lake at Bretton Park,
Of ten nests built, six were again occupied and five pairs succeeded in raising ten
young, a smaller number than in 1984. An interesting development was the
presence of eight birds on the island on the upper lake in July, perhaps a forerunner
to further expansion.

Recorded at upwards of thirty localities in the area, covering all habitats except
the high moaotlands and including ane flying over Huddersfield town centre on 7th
January, but most freguently from Gunthwaite Dam (82 dates - max. two birds),
Ingbirchworth Reservoir (about 30 dates - max. twe birds) and Blackmoorfoot
Reservoir (B5 detes, mainty in autumn and winter - max. three birds), Five were
near Broadstones on 13th Detober,

At Almondbury a juvenile sent several weeks from 17th September feeding on trout
from a garden pond (DS & VAY),

Mute Swan Cygnus olor
Resident breeder {1).

After a blank year in 1984, a pair bred successfuilly in 1285 at Horbury Wyke,
raising four young, all six remaining on the adjacent R.Calder Lo the year end. (A
second pair raised five young at Miltfield Flash, less than a kilometre beyand the
club boundary). Perhaps the high success rate will lead to the species being able ta
re-pstablisb itself in ather suitable habitats in the srea in the near future.

Elsewehere birds occurred at Ingbirchworth Reservoir, in Jan/Feb (one), on
12th/15th August (one), lath August (two) and from 19th Qctober to the year end
(up to three), Thongsbridge and Cannon Hall in Jan/Feb, Boshaw Whams until 19th
April (two) with one in Aug/Sept, Longley (Holmfirth), two until 23rd March,
thereafter one to 7th June, Elland - two adults an R.Calder, Scout Dike Res. (two
from June to Augqust) and Square Wood Res., Denby Dale which had an aduit and
three immatures from August to 2Bth Octobser. The adult died during cold weather
in December, when the three immatures left ta take up residence at Inghirchworth,

Blackmoorfoot Res. had its first record since 1970, four sub-adults on 15th June,
which appeared at Deer Hill Res. later the same day.

Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus:

Uncommon winter visitor.
One record only. 5ix were at Langsett Res. an 316th Nevember {DJ5).



Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
Uncormmon winter visitor.
Five records received may refer only to one group of birds and one individual.

In the early part of the year, three aduits at Blackmoorfoot Res. on Jrd Jan wete
seen to depart south-west (JMP), after which three hjrds were at Boshaw Whams an
11th and 13th Jan (JMP) and at Langsett Res. from 18th January to 2nd February
{(NWA, FIw).

An adult was st Blackmoorfoot Res. on 3rd Nevember (HQ, GMY) and at
Ingbirchworth Res. from 13th to 16th Nov. (CB, DJS et af),

Pirk-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Uncommon to common passage visitor.

Most of those observed were identified nnly as ‘grey’ geese but prabably refer to
this species,

Records in the early part af the year were few with one west at Blackmoorfoot on
ist January, 80 north aver the Longwood Valley an 14th January, a small skein over
Sketrnanthorpe {'grey’ geese) on 11th February and three over Langsett on 3rd April
(Mw),

With the exception of a single 'grey' gonse west at Blackmoarfact Res. an 1Zth
Octaber, all the remaining records were in December as follows: - 25 {"'grey') west
over town centre on 4th, 120 east over Little Don Valley on 7th, 250 ('grey') east at
Bretton Park on 8th, small skein west over Longwood Valley non 12th, and on 14th
43 west gver Marsden and 250 ('grey') east over Langsett Res.

Greylag Goose Anser anser
Untommon passage visitor,

23 tlew east aver Brownhill Res. an 9th Jan (WDH) and an 17th Feb 180 flew high
to the west at Blackmoorfoot Res. (BA, MLD, JP), easily the highest number ever
recorded there,

The orange biil of a very wary aduit at lngbirchworth Res. an 2Znd December
identified it as beionging to the Western race, A.a. anser (RD & SEH).

Canade Goose Branta canadensis
Resident breeder (1).

Bretton Park. Numbers were much reduced this year compared to 1984, 110 in
Januatry increased to 200 in mid-March, but there were only 130 in September, 150
in October and 24G in Nnvember. Continuing population contral resulted in onfy
eleven goslings being reared. One Canada/Chinese Goose hybrid from 1980 was still
present on I5th September {DP).

For the second year running a pair bred successfully at Winscar Res, where six
adults were present on 20th April.

Birds were recorded from a further tweive waters, including pairs in the breeding
season at Deanboad Res.,, Wessenden Head Res., Scammanden Dam and March
Haigh Res.

Blackmoarfoot Res. had birds on 21 dates with maxima of 16 on 2nd Jan and 13 on
23/24th August. Othber maxima were 15 at Digley an 19th February, 7 at Boshaw
Whams on 23rd and 29th March and 13 at Ingbirchwarth Res. on 23rdf24th
December.

Few were ooted flying nver the area; two west at Whitley Common an 24th March,
two south at Yatehoime on 18th May, 15 west at Gunthwaite oo 9th June and one
north at Blackmaorfoat nn 12th October,

The population at Cannon Hall numbered .63 an 24th November.



Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Rare visitor.

The two birds at Bretton Park in late 1984 described as being of uncertain origin
stoyed into 1985 and tajd six eqggs, none of which hetched. One of the pair remained
until jate in the year {OP).

2} flew south-west aver Shepley on 3rd January (FIW).

The origin of a single bird at Wessenden on 16th June (PDB) must be reqarded as
suspect,

Brent Gaose Branta bernicla

Rare visitor

An adult of the nominate dark-bellied race, B.b. bernicla, ocecurred at
Blackmoorfoot Res. on 2nd Janvary (IMP, HQ, DWS),

Third record for the area.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorng
Uncommon passage visitar.

A further decrease in the number of recnrds of this species.

Blackmoorfoot Res, Recorded on only eight dates, compared with fourteen the
previous year., Twelve on 2nd with nine nn 3rd Feb, one nn 3rd and three on 29th
March, ene on 26th April, one on Znd and 6th May and seven on Z6th August.

Other records came from Langsett Res., ten on 2Znd February and two on 21st
Oclober, with four at Scout Dike Res. on the farmer date, Digley, one on 5th
March, Inghbirchworth, one on }Oth March and seven an 25th September, an
immature at Royd Moor Res. on 10th August, at Horbury Wyke, a juvenile on 18th
August and 13th September and two adults on 20th September, one north-east over
Ossett Spa S.F. on 11th November and 43 north-east over Crosland Moor at 2050
hours on 19th July.

Wigeon Anas peneiope
Common passage and winter visitnr.
A very poor year, Birds were recorded from only six waters as follows:

Blackmoorfoot Res, In the early months recorded on only seven dates, with g
maximum ef ten on 27th February. Oecurrences were more frequent fram
September onwards, with records on 12 days, but double figures were reached only
on 13th September (ten) aod lst December (12).

Elland G.P, Two on 22nd and one on 26th February,

Ingbirchworth Res. One record only in the early part af the year, a single bird oo
17th March. More frequent in the autumn, with birds present intermittently fram
11th September ta 29th December, peaking at i8 on 21st October.

Royd Maor Res, Three on 17th March,
Scaut Dike Res. Four on 10th March and twelve on 13th October.

Horbury Wike Two males from 2nd to 15th October, with a female also present on
Ith,

Gadwall Anas strepera
Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Records of two at Scammondeo Dam on 15th (CCT) and at Ingbirchworth Res. on

10



2B¢th Sept (CB) could refer to the same individuals. A male at Holme Styes Res. on
5th October (WSMcC).

Teal Angs crecca
Resident breeder {1). Common passage and winter visitar.

Breeding evidence was very scanty this year and comprised only a female with four
young at Winscar Res. on 24th July and two females performing distraction display
on 25th June at Black Moess where three pairs were considered to be present. Apart
from these two localities there were no records of the species in the area between
late April and August, except for a male at Cupwith Res, on 22nd June.

Numbers in the early pert of the year were law, with Blackmoorfoot baving birds
on only six dates in February (max, five on 4th). Ingbirchworth had nine on 3rd
March, Horbury Wyke 117 on 17th January and 68 on 10th March, Dewsbury S.F. 56
on 16th February, Royd Moor Res, 6 on i8th January and ten on 17th February,
Seout Dike Res, 1} on 17th March and Bretton Park six on 161h March and seven on
25th April. Elsewhere, six other waters held up to six birds,

The second half of the year produced more recards but, with two exeeptions, the
numbers were very low. Blackmoorfoot Res, had birds on 31 dates, with double
figures being reached only on 30th August {22 birds) and 27th Navember (27 birds).
Numbers peaked at Ingbirchworth Res, on 22nd December with 32, at Gunthwaite
Ram on 14th November with 12, at Dewshury S.F. on 15th December with 23; hirds
occurred at five other waters, alt in low single figures, The two exceptions tn these
low counts were Horbury Wyke, where peak monthly counts were 84 on 13th
September, 60 on 7th October, 100 on 28th Navember and 100 on lst December,
and the Royd Moor/Scout Dike area when on 29th December 52 were counted at
Royd Moor and 50 at Scout Dike, although many of the birds from the latter site
were seen to move to Royd Mear, so the actual total can anly be surmised.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Resident breeder (2-3). Common winter visitor,

Breeding was proved at Blackmoorfoot Res. (two pairs), Bretton Park (at least six
pairs), Cannon Hall, Ingbirchworth Res., Black Mass, Bilbercy Res, (three pairs),
Scout Dike Res., Golcar Canal, l.omgwood Res., Strammaonden Dam, Elland G.P.,
Ryburn Res,, Boshaw Whams, Dewsbury 5.F, (two pairs, ten young), Horbury Wyke
(three pairs, 21 young), and on the R.Calder between Harbury Wyke and Dewsbury
S.F. {six pairs), which is a very conrsiderable increase on 1984, Pairs prabably bred
in many other areas.

Maximum counts in the early pact of the year were 83+ at Elland G.P. on 2nd Jan,
83 at Blackmoorfoot on 12th Jan, 430 at Bretton Park on 10th Jan with up ta 350 in
February, 40 at Cannon Hall on 10th Feb, 53 at ingbirchworth Res. in February, 57
at Brownhill Res. and 38 at Digley on 17th Feb and 47 at Rnyd Moar Res, on 15th
Feb, with smaller numbers at many other waters.

Numbers in the secord half of the year were generally lower, the carrespending
maximne being at Blackmoorfoot, 29 an 24th December, Bretter Park 97 in
Deeember, Ingbirchworth 8% on 5th October, Scout Dike Res. 31 on 29th December,
Ringstone Edge Res. 28 on 2Bth December, Coxley Valley Dam 120 on 29th
Deeember, 25 at Rnyd Moor Res, on 24th September and S0 at Horbury Wyke frnm
Sth to 13th September.

Pintail Anas acuta
Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Apart from a male at Langsett Res, on 19th January and a single bird at Elland
G.P. on 15th February, all records were in the second part of the year.
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With the exception of five on l4th September and a male on lst December at
Ingbirchworth Res. and two at Horbury Wyke on 3rd December, all the remaining
records were from Blackmoorfoot Res. as follows:- two on 30th August, in
September five on 11th, two on 12th, seven on l4th, one on 19th, three on 25th,
four on 26th, one on 29th, four on 2nd Oct with two on 6th and finally three an lst
December.

Shoveler Anas clypeata

LIncommon passage and winter visjtor,

Rather fewer records than usual, with only three occurrences in spring - a male at
Bretton Park on 7th April, two males at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 22nd April and two
males at Horbury Wyke on 28th April,

Blackmoorfoot Res. then had birds on 3rd July (seven), lath July (twa), 18th
August, two on 4th and 13th September with one on 6th, seven on 24th, five an 25th
and four on 26th Sept,, three on 18th Octaber and three an 26th Navember.

Ingbirchworth Res. had a single bird on six dates in September, with two on 21st,
three on 1%th October, while two females were at Bretton Lakes on 15th
September. There were three males and a female at Horbury Wyke on Sth
September and a single mate on 15th Dctober. Two males at Dewsbury S.F. on 15th
December.

Pochard Aythya ferina
Common passage and winter visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Res. Regular up to 24th March, with maxima of 13 in January, 23 on
9th February and 20 on 8th March. A few records in August, then more regular
from mid-September with 14 op 27th September, 11 on 19th October, seven on 6th
November and 18 on 14th/15th Devember as maxima, otherwise five or less.
Bretton Park  Fairly regular in the early months to late March, snd from Bth
September o the year-end, with maxima of 24 on 17th February and 29 on 15th
December.

Elland G.P. Higher than average numbers at both ends of the year, with 16 on 26th
January and 28 on 28th December the highest counts.

Ingbirchworth Res. Recorded on ebout twenty dates up to 2lst March with a
maximum of 15 on 5th January, and on a dozen dates from 12th Octcher to the
year-end, with max. of 11 on 30th October and 30th December.

Other waters where the species occurred less frequently and usually in smaller
numbers were Cannon Hall (three on several dates), Gunthwaite Dam (16 dates,
mostly Nov/Dec, max, six on 7th March), Horhury Wyke, Royd Moor Res,, Scout
Dike Res. (eight dates, max 20 on 27th Oetober} snd Scammondan.

A hybrid mele showing characteristics of the type known as Paget's Pochard was at
Blackmoorfoot Res. from 5th to 7th March (MLD, JMP). See separate note.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuliquls

Resident breeder (1), Common passage and winter visiter,

Early maxima were 21 at Jngbirchworth Res. on 10th February, 17 at Scout Dike
Res. on 10th March and 2lst April, 18 at Digley/Bilberry on 27th May, 25 at
Blackmoorfoot Res. on 19th/20tb January, 32 at Bretton on 24th Aprit and 12 each
at Boshaw Whams on 15th March, Guntbwaite Dam on 6th February snd Cannon
Hall on 9th April.

Breeding was proved at Bretton Lakes, four peirs and about 24 young, but not all
survived, Bilberry Res. one pair, 3 young, and on the R.Calder. at Horbury one pair,
four young, but several other apparent pairs present in the breeding season at



Cannon Hall, Langsett Res,, Sceout Dike Res., March Haigh Res., Denby Dale and
Harbury Wyke. None were at Black Moss during June.

Late maxima were; Jngbirchworth Res, 33 on 30th Sept. Scout Dike Res. 2% an Z6th
August, Blackmoorfoot Res. {where almost daily fram June to the year-end) 22 on
3rd July, Bretton Lakes 24 in September, Cannon Hali 19 on 24th September, Royd
Mpor Res. 44 on 1st September, 17 at Horbury Wyke on 20th September, Ringstane
£ dge Res. 16 on 23rd September and Boshaw Whams eight on 25th Qctober.

Smaller numbers, ali single figures, occurred at five other waters.

Scaup Aythya marila

Scarce passage and winter visitor,

Blackmoorfoot Res. had a ferale type on lst tn 3rd February, a different bird on
10th February, two females on 31st July and ancther immature female on
19th/20th August (MLD, 3JMP, et al),

A female was at Elland G.P, from 12th to 25th January (JOW) and an immature
male at Scout Dike Res. on 23rd November (JH, DJS),

Eider Spmateria mollissima

Rare visitor.

An eclipse/immature male at Langsett Res. on 19th January (JH).
Second record for the area.

Common Sceter Melanitta nigra
Scarce to uncommon passage visitor.
After this species’ very poor showing in 1984, this year was a marked improvement.

A male was at Elland G.P, from 8th to at least 17th April (JDW, CCT). Five were
on the R.Calder near Horbury Wyke on 2nd December (JRS).

Al ather records came from Blackmoorfoot Res. as follows:- one male and one
female on 23rd Jure (MLD, JP), six (five males) on 14th July, a male on 26th July
(MLD?), a male and a female on 18th August (MLD, JMP), a female on nine dates in
Oeto)ber from 18th (many observers) ond 22 females on 16th November (MI.D, CCT
et al).

Goldeneye Bucephata clangula

Regular, but vncommon, passage and winter visitor.

The last was a female st Ingbirchworth Res. on 6th May and the first returning
birds were three at Biackmoorfoot Res, on l16th Gctober. Numbers in the area were
generally low at both ends of the ysar.

Blaekmoorfoot Res. Regular up to Ist April, with eight on 17th March as maximum
and from 16th Qctober with 1} on 15th November, otherwise never more than six.
Ingbirchworth Res. Dne to four regularly to 6th May, with maximum of seven on

13th January and 5th April, and from 1%9th October ta year-end, max. seven
brownheads on 30th Qctoher.

Scout. Dike Res. had seven on 10th March and nine an 15th December as respective
early and late maxima, Birds were regular at Elland G.P. in the early part of the
year, with a peak of 15 an 16th February.

Small numbers, up to three, occurred at either end of the year at Winscar Res.,
Horbury Wyke, Cannon Hall, Bretton Lakes, Bilberry/Digley Res., Gunthwaita Dam,
Royd Moor Res, Ringstone Edye Res., Oroadstones Res,, Holme Styes Res.,
Marsden and Cupwith Res,
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Smew Merqus albellus

Rare visitor.

The now regular aduit male was last seen at Ingbirchworth Res. on 12th April
returning to Scout Dike Res. for a sixth winter in eclipse plumage on 3rd
November, the earliest date on which it has ever appeared in the area and

remained to the year-end {many nbservers), commuting regularly between Scout
Dike Res. and ingbirchworth Res,

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator

Scarce visitor.

Rather more frequent than usual with six records during the year.

A male on the R.Calder, near Brighouse, fram 25th to 28th February (KF),

The remainder were all in the second half of the year as follows; Blackmoorfaat
Res. one on 24th September (MLD), three on 13th October (GMY) snd one on Bth
November (MLD), al} of which were redheads.

Single males at ingbirchworth Res, on 16th November (CB) and at Langsett Res. on
15th Decesnber (BA, GBS),

Goosander Mergus merganser

Scarce passage and winter visitor.
Rather a poor year for the species.

Redheeds appeared st Blackmoorfoot Res. on 23rd and 28th January and at Elland
G.P. on 9tir Feb. (CCT). Four at Langsett Res, on 19th January (GJS).

Later in the year two redheads at Blackmoerfoot Res. on 26th October (IMP), on
which date two were also present at Ingblrchworth Res. (RD & SEH); four at
Blackmoorfoot on 16th November {CCT) and four {two males) at Sparth Res. on
17th (MS), followed by a single redhead on the upper lake at Bretton from 6th to
Bth December (JMD, NL, DJS) and a further male at Ingbirchworth on 2lst
December,

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamateensls
Secarce visitor.

A female/immature at Scout Dike Res. on 20th September (CB).

Eleventh record for the area.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Rare visitor

One flew south-west over Heyden Moor on 8tb June {per W.U.) towards the
Langsett area, where a bird (presumably the same individual) was seen in the Little
Don Valley on various dates from 2Znd to 23rd June (JH, MW),

Dnly the second recard since the 1B50' (last in E981),

Marsh Harrier Circus asrugingsus

Rare visitor.

A second year male flew east between Penistone Viaduct and Hoylandswaine an
24th May (RS).
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Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Scaree visitor
A male st Deer Hill on 16th April {DP) must have been a fine sight as it perched

and flew against a background of scorched and blackened grasstand. It was seen to
capture a Meadow Pipit which managed to escape.

A male was seen displaying aver one of the high moarlands en 9th March and 2nd
May.

Single ring-tails were at Denby Dale on 1lst QOctober (DB) and at Winscar on 29th
December (JED).

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Scarce visitor

A male flying south at Whitley Common on 31st March (JED) and a female in the
same area on 24th August (FJW).

One was seen flying to the south-east nver Oakes on Z5th August {(JMD), 3 male
was near West Bretton on 1lth September (JRS) and ane at [angsett on 22nd
December (WDH).

Recorded from two octher localities on various dates in the early months,

This species is increasing and spreading in the North of England and it would be
unwise to publish any details which might jeopardise the future chances of this bird
becoming an established breeder in the area.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Resident breeder (1-2).

Sightings of this species continue to show a marked increase. In 1985, birds were
seen in sixty Incalities (st more than forty of these during the breeding season), a
fifty percent increase on the previous year. In fact more records have been
received of this species than of Kestrel. | feel sure that observers are reparting
every Sparrowhawk sighting, but neglecting ta do the same with Kestrel - a good
exarmple of observer bias!

Despite the large number of abservations, however, proof of breeding was obtaind
for only two pairs, which reared respectively twn and three young. Otherwise all
sightings were of singles, or occasinnally of two birds.

Sparrowhawks at Dalton seem to be accident prone! On 23rd March a female flew
intn the recorder’s garden fence whilst taking a Cojlared Dnve temporarily stunning
itself, whilst on 29th August another (or perhaps the same) female crashed against
a bedroom window, tumbling down the ronf te fall onto the patio. It revived and
flew off strongly after about fifteen minutes,

Buzzard Buteo buteo

Rare visitor

One soaring in the Digley area on 12th April (HQ). With the exccptian of 1981, this
species has occurred annually in six of the last seven years.

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo jagopus

Rare visitor

One in the Shepley area on 30th and 31st October (FJW) and ane in the Little Oon
Valley on 23rd November (BBSG).

Fifth and sixth records for the arca.
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Rare visitor

One flew up the valley at Crowden Great Brook on S5th April (WU).
Eleventh record since 1952,

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident breeder (2)

Recorded from some fifty localities, Breeding evidence for eight pairs, but pairs
present at many other sites. The situation would appear to remain healthy.

Few pbservers submit records of this species. Over half the recards were submitted
by one member. (See commments under Sparrowhawk),

Mettin Falco columbarius
Former breeder, now scarce to uncommon passage/winter visitor.
All records are listed and all were of single birds.

In the Ingbirchworth/Whitley Common/Broadstones area birds were seen an 4th
Jdanuary, 8th and 3Dth April (male), 15th September (female), 2nd and 9th
November and 27th December (female), one neor the Flouch Inn nn 24th Februery,
a female at Royd Moor on Bth March, nne at Winscar on 16th March, & male at
Digley on 23rd Marchy, 2 mate in the Little Don Valley on 26tk April and near
Langsett on l6th June, a female at Millhouse Green on 2]st September, at
Blackmaorfoot on 6th October and 27th November, in the Coxley Valley a female
on 16th and 1%th Qctaber, and a male hawking for Meadow Pipits eround the
sprinklers at Dssett S5pa S,F, an 15th December,

In addition, a male was obsarved in a suitabla breeding area an 5th May, 30th June
and 25th August, but no further indication of breeding was abtained.

Hobby Falce subbuteo

Rare visitor

One in the south of the area on 20th July (3, DJS),

Ninth record for the area,

A further submission in the Armitage Bridge area is under consideration by the
Y.N.U. Rarities Committee. :

Peregrine Falco peregrinus
Scarce visitor
A female at Winscar Res. on 12th January (DJS), an immeture flying north-east

cver Bilberry Res, on 18th May (BA, MLD} and an immature wearing jesses at
Blackmoorfeot nn 31st August (MLD, JMP).

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Resident breeder (2-3)

Few reparted and the records which were received tend ta canfisrm the cantinuing
decline of the species in the area,

Records in the early part af the year only from the Langsett and Halme Moss areas
where respectively cver 200 on 19th January and only abaut six birds on 17th
February, Late in the year only two could be found an Slaithwaite Mcor an lath
November, with none on 27th December, four at Snailsden on 28th and 16 ta the
west of Winscar Res. an 29th December,

Low numbers also reported from the Langsett area.
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
Resident breeder (1).

Although there were no confirmed records of breeding this year, hirds were seen in
the breeding season in more localities than in any previous year, which would
appear to indicate that the species is increasing its range.

Seven were at Midgley on 13th Januacy, eight at Barnby Mall, Cawtharne on 17th
February, one at Silkstone on 24th March, a pair at Norcroft, near Cawtharne an
6th and 13th April and a pair near Wessenden Head on 15th April.

In the Ingbirchworth area birds were noted at Broadstones on 31st March, 26th May
and on three dates in July, a pair near Ingbirchworth Res. on 5th March and 6th
April and a singleton at Whitley Commuon an 26th May.

Up to five were in the Digley/Bilberry area between 24th March and the end of
July, with eight present on iBth December (NL),

New areas where birds were seen were Little Don Valley (two dates in Aprit),
Bullcliffe Wood, a pair on 18th May (CB), Shepley, Jenkyn Lane, a pair on 20th June
(FIW) and Harden Res. with two throughout April ([DJS) and one on kst June (CB).

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Resident breeder (2).

Many more records were received this year, enabling a truer picture of the species'
status in the area to be determined.

Breeding was proved at Lindley Moor (at least ane, probahly two pairs), near Scout
Dike Res. (c. ten young), Hoylandswaine and Gunthwaite Mill, Other breeding
season pairs were noted as follows: near Blackmoorfeot, Cutlane, Elland G.P., Rayd
Moor Res, Cannon Hall, Bretton Park, Kexbarough (four pairs), Norcroft (three
pairs), Stainborough (three pairs), Silkstone, Gunthwaite (five pairs), Whitley
Common and Ingbirchworth {twa pairs), giving a total of at least 29 pairs.

Reported coveys still were of relatively small numbers, with 17 at Elland G,P. on
17th August, 12 at Cannon Hall pn 10th August, hut 27 there on 26th Octnber, 12 at
Cawthorne on 27th December and 12 at Norcroft on 29th December, with one of 16
at Carr tane, Ingbirchworth on 24th January being the only one reported in the
early months,

Pheasant Phasianus colchjcus

Resident breeder {2-3).

As usual, very few records received, from only eleven lacalities and mainly af
single birds.

Present throughout the year at Bretton Park and a pair bred in the Hall Dike Valley
for the first time ir four years, Two pairs at Harbury S.F. throughout the yeasr.

A male flying along the main road at Mount, Qutlane on 1Bth May (CCT) et a
height of about six feet may have been the victim of too many Roadrunner
(Geucorcyx californianius) cartoon films!

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Scarce winter visitor.
At Gunthwaite Dam, singles on seven dates between 14th January and 7th Fetiruary

and on 26 dates between 7th October and 23rd December, with two presant on 6th
November (CB),

One at Bretton L.akes on 17th November {[DPr) and perhaps the same individual on
22nd and 24th December (C Br), and one was beside the canal at [.inthwaite on 16th
December (WS McC),
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Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Resident breeder (3).

This remains a very much underrecorded and unreparted species, making it very
difficult to assess its comparative breeding status.

At least four pairs bred at Bretton, where on 8th September juveniles were seen in
six different locations, two pairs abl Gunthwaite Dam and was present in the
breeding season at Broadstones Res. and Meltham Mills.

Blackmoorfoot Res. had records on 57 dates, mainly in April and August to
October, never more than two birds,

Gatherings of 17 at Gunthwaite Dam in October/November and 21 at Horbury Wyke
on 13th April were the largest reported.

Coot fulica atra
Resident breeeder (2).

Another good year for this species, with breeding reported at Ingbirchworth Res.
(seven pairs), Dretton Park (c. 10 pairs rearing c, 25 young), Harbury Flash (17
young on 7th July), Cannen Hall (five pairs with broeds on 7th July), Gunthwaite
Dam (one pair), Gunthwaite Hall {(one pair), Royd Moor Res. (one pair, two young),
Boshaw Whams (one pair, four young) and Scout Dike Res, Additional pairs present
in the breeding season at Hlorbury Wyke, R.Calder near Horbury, Dewsbury S.F.
(three), Meltham Mills and EHand G.P.

Biackmoorfoot Res. had birds daily from September to the year-end with a
maximum of eight on Z28th December.

Maxima at other Jocalities included 129 on 13th January, 85 on 1{th March and 72
on 8th September st Bretton Park, but numbers in the last three months of the year
did not exceed 40 there, 34 at Ingbirchworth Res, op 19th October, 40 at Elland
G.P. on 16th February and 2% on 28th December and 23 at Scout Dike Res. on 17th
Martch, otherwise less than twenty at other waters.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Uncommon passage visitor
Few records this year,

One at Winscar Res, on 3rd February (NWA). After one feeding in 8 meadow st
Spicer House Lane on 9th May, birds accurred at Blackmaoorfoot Res. singly on
1B8th, 28th and 29th May.

Return passage began with one at Blackmoorfnat on 17th July, followed by singles
on 21st July, 5th, 6th, 11th, 25th and 29th August, with two passing west on 14th.

The only other records were of five at Ingbirchworth Res. on 28th Juiy and two at
Scout Dike Res, on 4th August.

Littled Ringed Plover Charadrius dubjus

Occasiona) brneder and scarce summer visitor.

After last year's exceptional occurrences, 1985 has proved to be the worst year
since 19B) with birds on only six dates.

On Z7th April one circled Blackmoorfoot Res., where three passed over to the west
sn 24th July (MLD). Dne at Broadstones Res. an 10th May (IMP), At Dewsbury S.F.
one on 4th Jure and two on 3rd July, with two adults and a juvenile at Harbury
Wyke an 17th July {JRS).
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Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Uncommon passage visitor.
Exceptionally high water levels at local reservoirs meant no exposed shareline and
in common with most other waders, records of this species were very sparse.

One flew ralling over Ingbirchworth Res. to the north-west on the very unusual
date of 22nd February (JMP), one at Winscar Res. on 27th May (WS McC), one west
over Blackmnorfoot Res, on l4th September, where an 16th ten flew south-east
(IMP),

Dotterel Charadrius marinellus

Rare passage visitor, now regular.

Five in the traditional Spicer House Lane area from 9th to 1lth May, increasing to
six on 12th, were last seen on l4th May (CB, IMD, DJS et al.)

In sutumn, one at Broadstones nn 23rd September (NP),

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Migrant breeder (2), Common passage and winter visitar.

Numbers in the early months were Jow with maximum counis in January of 30 at
Crosland Hill on 2nd, 150 at Brown's F.dge on 4th, 12 nocth-west al Honley on 9th
and at Blackmoorfoot Res. 33 on 26th, where birds were recorded on onfy two other
January dates. In February, birds could bec found in only ane locality and on one
date only, at Whitley Common where 33 were counted on 24th, with a single
additionai bird with Lapwings at Ingbirchworth,

Generally, nhumbers in the area increase throughout March and April and although
1985 numbers followed the trend, it was much less pronounced than in most
previous years. Blackmoorfoot's March maximum was 80 moving west on 15th, with
up to 32 present opn three dates later in the month, but ene on 27th was the sole
Aprll record. At Whitley Common, where traditionally flocks of several hundreds
appear, the highest March counts were 195 on 24th, 150 an 26th, 201 on 2%9th
{(including 54 'Northern' birds) and 174 on 3lst, whilst April produced only two
flocks into three figures, 250 on 18th and 180 an 25th, Nearby at Droadstones were
115 on 23rd March and 250 on l4th April. Ringstone Edge was the anly other
locality with any significont numbers - 127 on 5th and 250 on éth April, with a high
proportion, perhaps B0% of 'Northern' birds on each date. Numbers declined through
May apart from 350 in fields near the Flouch Inn early in the month, with maxima
of 226 at Whitley Common on 2nd, 42 there on 6th and 53 on 12th and sbove Holme
?bout 20 on the last date. 22 'Southern' birds were in the Spicer House L.ane area on
st June.

in the breeding season numbers appeared to be very low (in fact the HBWC team
failed to record this species in the 24 hour ecounty bird-watch on pHlth May), with
presumed breeding pairs located st Board Hitl (three), where a broken eqg was
found on 25th April, Crowden Great Brook {one), March Haigh {one), Snailsden
{two), Upper Windleden Res, (one) and West End Moss (two). At one traditional
breeding area, Block Moss, birds were present in mid-May, but none could be found
on 25th June, Birds were calling near Winscar Res. on 30th June.

Post-hreeding season numbers were also very low. Blackmoorfoot Res. had birds on
most days in July, with only three counts of over a hundred, peaking at 220 an 30th,
but on only twetve days in August and only 1B0 on 28/29th surpassing the hundred
mark. Broadstones had 59 on 17th July and 180 an 13th August.

From September onwards, numbers decreased even further, the Blackmoorfaot
maxima being 74 on Bth September, 160 on 7th October, 150 on 16th Novermber and
only one bird in December, on 11th.
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Elsewhere, Broadstones had 40 on 14th September, 260 on 9th and 176 on léth
November, with 110/120 at Crosland Mill an 22nd November and 50 there on 20th
December as the only flocks reported apart from 18 on Meltham Moor on 28th
December.

Grey Plaver Pluvialis squatarola

Race/scarce passage visitor.

One recotd only, A bird flew south over Blackmaorfoot Res. at 0845 hours on 1lst
December (MLD, JMP}, only the second recard gver in that manth.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Resident breeder (3-4). Numerous passage and winter visitor.

Very small numbers encountered in the eacly manths, In January 120 at Cawthorne
on 1st, 50 at Brown's Cdge on 4th and 37 at Blackmoorfaot Res. on 26th being the
largest and almost the only parties. February produced even smaller numbers,
maxima being 30 at Boshaw Whams on 1st, 55 near Bretton and 37 at Ingbirchworth
on 24th and 52 at Blackmoorfoot an 27th. No other flack of more than 50 reported
prior to the breeding season, the largest being 49 ot Boshow Whams on 3rd March.

By 22nd June, 320 were at Whitley Common and at the end of July numbers at
Blackmoarfoot had reached B0D, with 350 at Ringstone Edge alss on J0th.
Elsewhere 70U at Skelmanthorpe snd 60 at Harbury Wyke in mid-month and 108 at
Dewsbury S.F, on 31st were the highest caunts received. No high counts anywhere
in the area apart from Blackmoorfoot Res, where numbers increased throughout
August to 500 by 31st (only half the 1984 maximum); thereafter this locality had
very low numbers with monthly maxima of 380 on 4th September, 132 an 3rd
October, 165 on 25th November and 122 on 7th December.,

Broadstones had 120 on 19th October and 620 an $th November, otherwise the only
flocks over a hundred were at Crostand Hill an 8th {100+) and 22nd November (200).
Very few were present in the club area in December apart from 70 at Dewsbury
S.F. on 15th.

Little movement was witnessed at either end of the year with birds noted moving
west on 4th February (16} at Jogbirchbwerth and at Denby Dale on 29th (100} and
30th October (2D), 67 north at Cssett Spa S.F. on llth Mavember, with southerly
movement on 24th February at Tinker Hill (4) and 16th November {18) at
Scammonden.

Scarcely any information received for the breeding season, except for birds nated
as being in territory at Whitley Common on 24th February (where two pairs with
young an 3rd May) and at Lindley Moor on 2nd March, end a pair which reared three
young at Horbury Wyke, To what extent the low autumn numbers at Blackmoorfoot
{and elsewhere} reftect a poor breeding seasan or high water levels and lack of
shoreline, or both, remains unknown.

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Migrant breeder (1-2). Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Very few records received. It seems probable that as well as reducing numbers of
moorland breeders, the appalling spring and summer weather deterred observers
from visiting the high moorlands, with a consequent reduction in the number of
records for such typical species as the Dunlin.

One to the north-east at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 8th February, two there on 3rd
March and two to the south an 8th March preceded the spring influx, which beceme
apparent with birds at Winscar on 6th April, followed by two on ?th nnd three on
20th, and two at Sleithwaite Moor on 17th April. Twao were in fields near the
Flouch Inn on Znd May.
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Breeding season records were received only from Board Hill, where three were
displaying on 25th Aprit, Cupwith Hill in May ( a nest with eggs}), Upper Windleden
Res. (one pair bred), Black Moss, where although birds were present in mid-May o
visit on 25th June failed to find any, and Blackstone F.dge Res. where there were
five birds on 16th June,

All other records were of passage birds: at Blackmoorfool twe west an 9th and ane
on 31st May, one west on 7th and one south on 23rd July, two north-west on 5th and
one on 31st August, one on 10th October, while in December four moved west an
1st, twa south on 2nd and one west on 12th,

The only other birds were singles at Dewsbury 5.F. on 15th Qectober and
Ingbirchworth on 15th November.

Ruff Philomachus pugnax

Scarce passage visitor,

A male in partial breeding plumage was in Spicer House Lane in May (CB) and at
Blackmoorfont Res. two flew west on 7th September (POB, MLD). A very poor
showing.

Jaek Snipe Lymnoeryptes minimus

Secarce passage and winter visitor.

in the Hail Dike Valley one or two present January to March and from late Octaber
to the end of the year (D.Maude).

One at Elland G.P. on 26th January {CCT), one undated record from Ringstane
Edge (J8) and one at Ossett Spa S.F. on 29th Navember (JRS),

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Resident breeder (2). Common passage and winter visitor.
Reported from nineteen localities, of which thirtegn were prabable breeding areas.

Breeding poirs at Blackmoorfaot, Hall Dike Valley (three), South Crosland and
Board Hill (two), birds displaying at Scammonden, Hnrbury, Flight Hill, Digley,
Whitley Common, Broadstapes, Bosbaw Whams and Snittlegate.

Highest counts were 50 at Dewsbury S.F. on l&th February, 15 at Harbury Wyke on

26th February, 18 at Scout Dike Res. and 19 at ingbirchwnrth Res. both in
December,

One very experienced observer asked 'Where are they this year?'

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Resident breeder (2). Uncommon winter visitor,

Reding birds were noted at Mag Wood, Hall Dike, Dean Wood, Storthes Hall Woods,
Hades, Crowden Great Bronk and in the Swinden Plantation/Flouch area (two
birds), Other lorcalities where birds were present in the breeding season were
Stocksmpor on 2ist May, Hey Wood on 9th May and Hoyland Bank Wood on 17th
May.

Outside the breeding season, single birds were reparted from Ingbirchworth,
Cowreliffe, Dobb Dike, wondland below Digley Res., l.ongwood Valley, Little Don
Valley, Mount {Outlane}, Hades, Hoyland 8ank Wnod and Brettnn Park, with three
on the canal at Linthwaite on 9th December.

Probably remains a much underrecorded species,
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Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lappuonica
Scarce passage visitor.

All records were of birds flying west, At Blackmoorfoot Res. one on 5th July (MLD,
JP), two on 14th August (MLD, JMP) and one cn 6th September (MLD, JP, IMP),
plus two up the Calder Valley at Horbury on 18th August (JRS).

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Scarce to uncommon passage visitor.

One spring record of a bird flying west up the Calder Vailey at Horbury on 4th May
(IRS).

Occurred in autumn at Blackmoorfoot Res. with singles west on 7th and Bth July
(MLD) and one at Ingbirchworth Res. on 19th August (CB).

Curlew Numenius arguata
Migrant breeder {2}, Common passage visitar.

There were ne records in the first two months, spring arrival commencing with
birds flying west at Blackmoorfoot on 5th and Bth March, with records on two other
dates later in the month, Only four other locslities had recorded birds by the end af
March, Whitley Common on 10th, ingbirchworth on 1lth, Digley on 20th and
8retton, with widespread arrivels nat occurcing until early April. However, several
smal] flocks were noted at tha March acrival paints with at Whitley Common 13 on
10th, 27 on 12th and 2D on 3lst, ten at Inghirchworth on 11th and 20 near Digley on
20th March.

Birds were noted at five lowland localities in the breeding seasan, whilst on the
uplands pairs were present and bubbling heard at Whitley Cammon, Ingbirchwarth,
Scout Dike, Digley, Rishworth Moor, Scammonden, Yateholme, Crowden,
Slaithwaite Moor, Flight Hiil, Ramsden Clough, near Holme, Broadstones, Royd
Mpoor, Snajlsden, Snittlegate, and Winscar. Young were seen at Ingbirchworth, Seout
Dike, Meitham Cop and Emley Moor. The anly post-breeeding flock was of 20 at
Scammonden on 25th June.

Almpst all post-breeding season sightings at Blackmoorfoot Res. wers of birds
flying west with seven on 24th July and nine on 5th September. The last were a
single bird at Ingbirchworth Res. on 22nd November and one rcalling over
Blackmoorfaot Res. on 31st December.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

Searce passage visitor.

One fiew west at Blackmoorfoot Res, on 4th September (MLD),

Redshank Tringa totanus

Migrant breeder {1-2). Lincemmnn passage and winter visitor.
An extremely poor year,

Breeding was not proved anywhere in the club area; at Black Moss where eight
pairs were in territory in 1984, only two birds could be found on 25th June,

Returning birds appeared at Blackmoorfoor Res. on 9th March, at Whitley Common
on l0th, where there were three on 31st, but only a single bird in April and no
records thereafter.

Three were on Staithwaite Moor on 17th Apri) and in the Winscar Res. arez six on
9th and seven on 20th April, Two at Crowden Great Brook from 24th May to 2nd
June. 5ingle pairs throughout the year at both Dewsbury 5.F. and Horbury Wyke,
without proof of breeding.
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Blackmonrfoot had records of birds on anly six dates between 2nd June and 5th
August, compared with over seventy days in 1984,

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Untommon passage visitor,

Blackmporfoot Res. had most records, all of birds flying west, with singles on 24th
July, 19th and 24th August and 4th September, with three an 25th August.

Elsewhere birds were noted: one at Whitley Res. on 14th July and twa overflying
Lower Hopton on 31st August, when twa were also seen at Horbury Wyke.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Uncommeoen passage and winter visitor.
Generally 8 poor year, but more mid-winter records than in any previous year.

One st Elland G.P. on 25th January (JDW), one at Dewsbury S.F, on lath February,
12th March and 15th April (JRS), two at Morbury Wyke from 3rd August to i3th
September, with one on 7th October (3G, JRS, PS}, one at Dewsbury S.F. on 28th
August (JRS), one west at Blackmoorfoot Res. an 2nd September (JMP), one at
Ingbirchworth Res. on 21st September {(SMD) and one on the canal near Sparth Res.
on 17th November (MS),

In addition two were at the newly created Lnwer Spen Nature Reserve on 10th
March (JRS} with one there on 8th December (C. 8tr), This site is just to the narth
of the club’s recnrding ares.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Migrant breeder (2).

The first returning bird was noted at Dewsbury S.F. an 13th April, followed by one
at Blackmoorfoot Res, on 17th and three at Winscar Res, on 20th April; by the end
of the month, birds had appeared at three other lacalities with a high total of seven
at Ingbirchwaorth Res. on 30th.

Breeding was proved at L.ittle Dan Valley, Winscar Res. and in the Yatehalme area.
Pairs were also located and probably breeding as follows: March Haigh Res. (two),
HMey Green Marsden, Tunnel End Res,, Wessenden Valley (twn), Snailsden, Holme
Styes Res., Yateholme (a secand pair), Bashaw Whams, Crowden Great Broaok (twa),
Bilberry Res., Upper and Lower Windleden Reservoirs (one each) and Deer Hill.

Birds also oceurred during the breeding season at Ringstone Fdge Res., Denby Dale,
Bretton Park and Red Braok Res. with no indication of breeding.

Six at Gilberry Res. on 30th June, and on l4th July at Blackmoorfoot Res., where
birds were reenrded on 63 dates, but none in June.

In autumn oceurred on three dates each at Horbury Wyke and Dewsbury 5.F. {max,
five on 31st Juiy). The last was one at Ingbirchworth Res. on 30th September.
Red-necked Phalerape Phalaropus lobatus

Rare visitor.

An adult male found at Horbury Wyke by J,R. Smithson at 1440 hours an 2nd June
remained until dusk, but had gone by 0430 hours the fallowing day.

First record for the area.
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Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

Rare visitor.

An immature bird watched for about three minutes at 1100 hours en llth
November near Midhope Res, was mobbed by 8 Goshawk and was seen to fly north
into the club area (JED). What was presumably the same bird was seen shortly
afterwards in the Little Don Valley (K. Fellawes per DJS).

On the same date a party of four birds, romprising a light-phase adult with full,
twisted tail, a second light-phase bird and two dark-phase individuals flew cver
Scout Oike Res, (HP, per 0OJS) Four identically piumaged birds had flown west over
Pugneys, Wakefield some thirty minutes earlier.

First and second records for the area.

Unprecedented numbers of birds of this species occurred on the Yorkshire coast at
this time and sightings were made at several inland localities in the county,

Arclic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus
Rare visitar, wy

A dark-phase adult which flew south-west over Swinden pines towards the Flouch
Inn on 22nd June showed four-inch long extensions to the central tail feathers
{DJs).

A dark- phase adult appeared at Blackmoorfoot Res. for five minutes on 4th
September before flying west (MLD).

Fifth and sixth records for the area,

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus

Rare visitor.

Two records from Blackmoorfoot Res, An adult on 23rd and 26th January (IJMP) and
a juvenile on 3rd August (MLD, JMP),

A more normal pattern after {ast year's exceptional occurrences.
Fourteenth and fifteenth records for the area.




Little Gul Larus minutus
Scarce passage visitor.

Ail records are from Blackmoorfoot Res. as follows: a first- summer bird 16th May
{IMP), two ndults and two immatures passin? south on 18th August (M(.D, MS) and
a further immature on 23rd September (MLD).

Black-headed Gull Larys ridibundus
Resident breeder (1-2). Numerous passage and winter visitor,

The only real roast count at Blackmoorfoat Res. gave a tota) of 7800 on 3rd
February, but only 334 by 15th and 141 by 29th Apri}. 13 on 24th May was the only
double-figure caunt jn that mnnth, with June also having a maximum of only 13,
Numbers normally rise significantly towards or into fnur figures by the end of July,
but this year the months maximum was a mere 280 on 27th, By 30th Auqust,
numbers had reached 2600, but no eounts were made thereafter,

The only records received of flocks invelving more than 100 birds were 150 flying
south-west at Lepton on 6th March, up to 175 in January/February at Elland C.P.
and 293 there on 28th December which left ta the south-west in late afternoon, and
about 200 in March and 150 in December at Ingbirchworth Res. Over a hundred
rnosted at Dewsbury S.F. during the winter months.

For the second successive year, the hreeding colony at Black Moss had a disastrous
year, worse even than in 1984, In mid-May, only B0 adults were present and by 25th
June only 31 adults and six young were visible, with no eggs in the very few nests
which had been built (MLD). Once sgain the reason remains nbscure.

One pair reared three young at Dewsbury S.F. {JRS).

Comman Gull Larus canus
Numerous winter and passage visitor.

The single count at the Blackmoorfoot roost in the earfy months produced a total
of 1480 birds on Jrd February, a very much higher figure than any in the preceding
year. Numbers had declined to single figures by the end of April, where they
remained until 6th August, except for eleven on 30th July, There was a slow but
gradua! increase to 62 on 20th September, but after this date no further counts
were made, A bird present on 9th December was stil! in juvenile plumage, showing
no sign of moult to first-winter (MLD, JMP).

Highest counts received from other localities were 150 at Ringstone [dge Res. on
and 27 there on l4th December, and six.n February at Ingbirchworth Res.

Lesser Biack- barked Guli Larus fuscus
Common passage and winter visitor,

After single figures in December 1984, numbers at the Blackmoorfoat Res, raost
did not reach double figures until Jrd March (24} with & maximum of 43 on 25th.
Mainly single figures throughout April, May and June rising ta 20 by 30th July.
Numbers rose steadily in August, peaking at 49 on 29th, thereafter building up
through September {max, 126 on 26th) to the annual peak of 181 on Ll0th October,
From mid-November, the numbers of birds were reduced significantly with never
more than twelve in the second half of the month and douhle-figure counts an only
two dates in December,

In the Broadstenes area, 3% were present on l4th September, rising gradually to z
peak of 135 (almnst all adults) on 19th October, then falling to two on 2nd
December (JMP), Fifteen were at Ingbirchworth Res. in December.

Birds of the race L.f intermedius (all singles) were at Blackmoarfant on 23rd, 25th
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and 29th March, 21st April, 28th and 2%th July, 13th August, 8th, 1Gth and 26th
October (MLD, JMP)L.

A hird showing characteristics of the race L.F. fuscus was observed at Broadstones
on 21st September {(IMP),

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Common passage and winter visitor.

This species was described in the 1984 Annual Report as being the anly one of the
common gulls to show an increase on the 1983 figures, This trend towards increased
numbers has continued into 1985. In the Blackmoorfoot roast after 334 on lst,
January figures peaked at 609 on 4th, falling ta 122 on 26th; the February peak of
156 occurred on 3rd with e fall to 13 by the month-end, Single figures an all but
seven datea in March, with a maximum on 3rd of 31, then accurrences an only a
single date in each of April, May and August. The first double-figure count in
autumn was 12 on 26th Gctober, followed by a November maximum of 212 on 23td,
and in December 213 on 11th with 196 at the year-end.

Counts at other locolities gave maxima of 26 at Broadstones on 7th December, and
near Whitley Common 80 on 17th November and 45 on 5th December. Twelve
edults flew west at Denby Dale on S5th August.

individuals showing characteristics of the rece L.a michaheilis were at
Blackmoorfoot Res. on 9th, 10th and 19th QOctober and at Broadstones on 10th, 19th
(two} and 25th Octoher (two) and 16th November.

Greet Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Cammon winter visitor.

Maxima at the Blackmoorfoot Res, ronst were 143 on 2nd, 202 on 4th and 169 on
6th January, 41 on lst February, with ni! from 17th, one only on a few dates in
Morch, two on 9th April, then none until the first of autumnr on 13th September,
Numbers did not reach double figures again until 9th November, reaching 104 by
23rd. Numbers in December fluctuated from 26 to the peak on 3lst of 101,
Ingbirchworth Res. had a January maximum of 57, with 25 in November and
December,

First recorded in the autumn at Broadstones an 1Gth Getober, building up to 54 on
26th Deeember.

80 were at Langsett Res., also nn 26th Decembet.

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Searce passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Res., where sightings have increased dramatically in recent years,
had its best ever series of records. An adutt on 1st Jenuary, then no more until 14th
March On that date B2 (72 adults, 10 immatures) flew west between 1650 and 1705
hours, four adults arrived from tha east at 1740 hours, then at 1750 hours a flock of
101 {84 adults, 17 immatures) came from the east and passed through to the west;
ten minutes later at 1800 hours, a flock of 39 birds (32 odults, 7 immatures) arrived
from the east and settled Lo roust. The day's total of birds was an unprecedented
226, Further records of one on 19th March, an adult on Znd May, an adult and an
immature on 8th November and two adults on 10th Nnvember.

Additional birds were sn adult at Boshaw Whams on 25th January and a first-
summer bjrd flying west at Low Common, Ingbirchworth on 8th April.

A bird found long dead near Brighouse on 10th March, 1984 had been ringed on 21st
June, 1983 at Goulien, Finistere, France.
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Sandwich Termn Sterna sandvicensis

Rare passage visitor,
One flew south at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 23rd September (BA).
Eighth record for the area.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Uncommon passage visitor.

Recorded from Blackmoorfoot Res., singles unless atherwise stated, on 19th May,
5th June, }3th July (two), 25th August, 1Bth September, 30th September (at least
four, probably nine), 1st and 4th October,

Elsewhere one was at Horbury Wyke from 17th July to Sth August, an immature at
Ringstone Edge Res. on 20th August and 8 juvenile at Horbury Flash on 26th
Auqust.

Birds not specifically identified, which could have been either this or the following
species, orcurred as follows: at Blackmoorfoot Res. 17 on 29th April, one west on
1st May, one east on Znd May, one south-west on 25th August and two an 29th
September, with six at Ingbirchworth Res. on 23rd May.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaes
Uncommuon passage visitor.

One at Elland G.P, on the very eerly date af 12th April, followed hy a second at
Ingbijrchworth Res, on 30th April, with another bird there on 6th May,

With the exeeption of seven at Bretton Park on S5th May and one flying west up the
Calder Valley at Horbury on 1Bth August, ali records were from Blackmporfoot
Res, as foliows: in May, one west on 1st, twao on 5th, five on 22nd, two on 23rd, one
on 5th June, three on k7th and one on 27th July, three on 5th and one on 18th
August, one west on 27th September and in Getober singles on 1st, 2nd and 7th with
two on 13th.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Scarce passage visitor.

There wos one spring record of an adult in full summer plumage at Jngbirchworth
Res. on 15th May {KH),

In autumn, two on 19th September at Blackmoorooft Res. (BA), where on 30th
September a party of eleven was present at mid-day. These disappeared and soon
afterwards four apparently different birds appeared. Two birds were still present at
16.30) hours, giving a probable total of 15, or possibly 17 individuals (BA, JEI,
MLD),

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Resident breeder (2-3). Common winter visitor,

An exceptional movement was noted in the Denhy Dale area on 4th February, when
fiocks of 350 and 100 were observed moving east in the early morning {DB).
Otherwise, the largest parties reported were seven at Winscer Res, on Z4th
February and twelve at Silkstone 5.F, on Znd March,

Widely distributed in the breeding season, with reports from about twenty
localities, Mpvement was noted at Blackmoorfoot Res. mainly August to Getoher,
of smoll numbers, usually one or two only, predaminantly to the west.

After the breeding season, the only parties reported were 14 in Spicer House L.ane
on 2nd August, about 30 moving north-east at Denby Dale on 28th Qctaber and
eight flying west over Hepwnrth Iron Works on 28th December,
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Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Resident breeder (4). Numerous winter visitar.

The significant movements of late 1984 continued jnto the early part of 1985, At
Blackmoorfoot in Janvary 1210 west nn 1st, 400 east on 2nd, 900 south-west on 7th,
1922 north-west on 12th, 5%8 north on 1%th and 230 north-west on 26th; these
continued into February with 170 east on 8th, 1070 south-east on 10th, 23 south-
east on 12th and 100 south on 3rd March., Other mavements in January were
recorded in the Longwood Valley, with 1100 north-west on 7th and 800 north-west
on 9th, each in a 25 minute period in very cold weather, 200 moved west in the
Ingbirchworth area on 1lst January and 51 north-east an 10th February, on which
date 27 moved east at Lindley Moor and c.1500 east at Netherton. Later
movements of 250 north on 1Dth March at Harden Clough and 80 west over Deffer
Wond on 31st March,

At the same time as these mavements were occurring, grounded flocks af 1200 at
FFarnley Tyas on llth January, 70D at Gunthwaite on lst and 500 on 9th Jenuary,
300 at Bretton Park on Z7th January were noted, with many caunts of between 5l
and 225 birds in the Denby Dale area in January/February with parties of up to 30
birds still present there in mid-April,

The only record for the breeding season described the species as 'widespread and
plentiful' in the Yatebolme area.

Only one post-breeding season record received, of 100 moving west at
Ingbirchworth Res. on 3rd Nevember,

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Resident breeder (3).

The species may still be spreading in the area; twa in a garden at Hincbhliffe Mill
were the first recorded fn that locality by the obsecver(H®).

Bred at Blackmoorfoot Res. (MLD). No flocks reported this year. QOne kitled by a
Sparrowhawk at Dalton on 23rd March (BA).

A much under-reported species.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Migrant breeder (1-2). Decreasing?

The first were three in the Langsett area and one at Dewsbury S.F, on é6th May,
with the {alier locality baving twn on 4th June.

One sang in Deffer Wood on 3lst May, 9th and 20th July and two were seen
together there on lst June.,

The only other records were of one at Stocksmoar Common on 22nd June, one
flying west at Cowcliffe on 20th July and ane at Dewsbury 5.F. on 15th August.

The status of this species Jocally appears to be decidedly unhealthy.

Ring-necked Perskeet Psittacula krameri

Dne first seen in the Almondbury area on 20th Janwary assoviating with Starlings
was observed at regular intervals throughaut the year and learned ta feed at peanut
feeders on bird tables (SMC). Its nrigin is uncertain,

Cuckeo Cuculus canorus

Migrant breeder (2).

None reported in April except from the Digley area, where the first was nated an
22nd April, with a second by 27th. General arrivat from about &th May and not
widely distributed until the month-end.
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As in the |ast two years, reported from nearly thirty localities, seame of which heid
two or more males, with up to ten calling al Crowden Great 8Brook in Iste
May/early Juae.

A juvenile was found dead in an Almondbury garden on lst August (DS & VAL,

The last reported was a juvenile on lst Awuqust jn the lower Wessenden Valley,
otherwise 19th June at Cawthorne!

Barm Ow) Tyto alba

Resident breeder {1).

Rather more records this year, presenting a rather less discouraging picture,

One at Shepley on Llth Feburary (FJW) and one seen at dusk at Houses Mill on 17th
February (DK, per D Man), Reported as being seen regularly by residents in the
Whitley Willows/Houses Hill area (MM),

One seen at Dattnn an 18th Aprit and ajarming on 27th in an area where successful
breeding (three youny fiedged) is reported as having taken place in either 1982 or
1983 (BA).

A singie juvenile seen in a locality in the south of the area an 1ith June (per DJS).
Singles at Lepton Edge on 4th September (GBS) and near Golcar or 15th December
(DWB), both former breeding areas.

Little Owl Asio otus

Resident breeder (2),

Single birds or pairs located in nine areas prior to the hreeding season. Successful
breeding confirmed for twelve pairs, and probably attempted to breed at at least
eighteen other sites where pairs were observed.

A bird found at the roadside at Shepley an IBth April was taken to Mrs.B.Watson
and later to M,L.Denton. Although apparently uninjured, it was very emaciated,
refused to take food and died a {ew days loter,

Tawny Owl Strix aluco

Resident breeder (2).

Perhaps as a resuit of the comment under this specles in the 1984 report, more
records were received of this species. Although confirmation of breeding was not
obtained in the majarity of cases, many more pairs have been located.

Breeding was proved at Hoyland Bank, Bretton Park {two pairs), Hinchliffe Mill,
Gunthwaite (two pairs) and Almondbury. A further 47 pairs and/or calling birds at
twenty sites were reparted by one observer {D.Maude) and other birds were heard
calling or seen during the breeding season in twelve additiona) areas.

This must represent a much more realistic picture of the bird's status than has been
possible previously.

Long-eared Owl Asio otus

Resident breeder (1),

In one breeding area an adult was seen on 19th February and a single young bird
was heard ecalling on 18th May; a second pair is believed to have failed (8A, JED).

No information was received from a second traditional breeding area.

Short-eared Ow! Asio flammeus

Resident/migrant breeder (1). Scarce winter visitor.
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The oniy records in the earlier winter period were of single birds near Upper
Windleden Res. on 30th January and 11th March.

One hunting over a possible breeding srea on one date in late May and two dates in
June, when twn birds were present.

One came in to Blackmoorfoot fram the nacth-east at 2105 hours on 26th May. One
near Deer Hill Res. on 31st July, one near Harbury Wyke on 28th October end up to
three in the Snailsden/Holme Styes area in December.

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

Rare visitor.
A female in Bretton Park on 31st Mey (D Pr).

Swift Apus apus

Migrant breeder (2).

The first was a single bird at logbirchworth Res, on 3lth April, where there were
ten on 2nd May and 100 by th, Singles at Almondbury an lst and at Waterloo on
2nd May were followed by birds at Denby Dale an 3rd and Cooper Bridge and
Blackmoorfoct Res. on 5th May. More widespread from mid-month, with parties of
20 at Slaithwaite on 16th and 60 at Blackmoorfoot on 22nd. Blackmuorfoot Res.
regularly had over 20 per day in June, with 63 an 13th as maximum.

Several observers reported the species &s scarcer than in previous years in some
areas, e.g. in the Longwond Valley, Milnsbridge (25 on 17th July), Lockwnod and
Aspley, where 50 on 25th July was only a maderate number.

On 2nd August at Horbury Wyke 800 moved south between 1030 and 1130 hours and
a further 500 between 1330 and 1500 hours. 150 were in the same srea on 5th
August (JRS}. 5till widely distributed over the area in mid-August, with 36 moving
south at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 31st August, the last for that locality.

Birds were noted in September at Horbury on 4th, Almondbury and Brackholes{two)
on 5th with the last at Denby Dale {five) and Skelmanthorpe (12) on 9th,

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

Resident breeder (1).

No proof of breeding was obtained this year, atthough recarded reqularly an the
River Don at Penistone and at Bretton. Recorded in the breeding season from anly
six localities, a considerable decrease on 1984,

Qutside the breeding seasnn,recorded from several localities in the Colne Valley,
the Holme Valley and Eland Gravel Pit, where up to three were seen in the early
manths,

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Resident breeder (1-2).

Aithough birds were recorded in about fifteen lacalities in tha breeding season,
confirmation of breeding was obtajned at onty faur of these and involved six pairs.

Regular sightings outside the breeding season from about a dozan other woodlands.
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Resident breeder (2).

Widely distributed throughout the area. Pairs bred at Bretton Park (at least one,
possibly three), Digley, Turner Wood, Hagg Woad, Gunthwaite, Yateholme, Harden
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Clough, Haigh Spring Wood, Hall Dike Valley (three), Dean Wood, Spring Wood,
Morton Wood, t.angsett, Butternab Wood, Beaurmnont Park, l.epton Gireat Wood and
Aimondbury and probably at many more Jocalities where pairs where seen or birds
heard drumming,

Seven were seen in Bretton Park on 10th March, including four birds in the same
tree.

Continued to be seen regularly st garden bird tables in Edgerton and Almondbury,
although one in a garden at Ossett on 4th January was described by the abserver as
a very unusua) occurrence. One in a garden at Salendine Naok on 14th Navember
was ablivious to traffic and people passing very ciose by.

Recorded outside the breeding season from many Jocalities.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minar
Resident breeder {1).

Recorded on many more dates than in 1984 at Bretton Park, with singles on eleven
dates, two drumming on 16th February, three an 24th February (DJS) and two pairs
in widely separated areas on 17th March, when one of the pairs was indulging in
rourtship display (CH, DMP), After 22nd April, fiowever, there were no further
records until 19th Dctober,

A pair bred at Gunthwaite, where young were being fed in the nest-hale on 1st June
{CB, DMan) and breeding was nlso suspected at Hagyg Woud, Thongsbridge (PDB). A
male was seen and heard in Stony Cliffe Wood on 220d June DB). Recorded
regularly from Grimscar Wood, but no proof of breeding (WSMcC).

Outside the breeding season, one was at Baonks Hall, near Cawthorne an 3rd
February (SMD) and one at Cannon Hall on 3rd March (BA, GBS),

Skylark Alauda arvensis
Resident breeder (3-4).

Seven birds in fields to the east of the reservoir on 3rd March were the first of the
year at Blaekmoorfoot, with three at Qutlane by 24th March, Three west at
Blackmoorfoot on Lst Apil and 13 south there on 5th October were the only records
received.

The species did not seem as numerous during the breeding season 8s in previous
years.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Migrant, former breeder.

Once again the species was extremely scarce, with na indication of breeding in the
area. All records are listed belaw.

fn spring, one at Bretton on 9th April, ooe at Cltand G.P, on 20th, one at
Ingbirchwarth Res. on 1Bth April with three there on 24th, at Blackmoorfaot Res.
two on 6th and 1Bth May, one at Longwood Res. on l6th May and two at
Ingbirchworth Res, an 12th May.

in autumn in July at Blackmoorfoot Res., ane on 30th, four south on 18th and one
south on 21st, two at Horbury 5,F, on 5th and three at Digley on l4th, follawed by
two at Inghirchworth Res, on 15th September and one/two ab Sguare Wood Res.
Denby Dale on 17th September.
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Swallow Mirundo rustica
Migrant breeder (4). Numerous passage visitor.

Three flying west at Flockton Moor on 21st March {(GBS) were exceptionally early,
preceding the next sighting at Brettor Park on Jth April by more than twa weeks,
After further birds at Bretton on 6th and 7th, one appeared at Horbury on 8th
Apri), one at Silkstone S5.F. and twp at Ingbirchworth Res. on 9th, two at Elland
G.P. on 12th, then at Sketmanthorpe on 15th, Blackmoorfoat Res. ond Leeds Road
Pleying Fields nn 16th, over Slaithwaite Mooc on 17th, Meltham on 18th and
Magsden on 19th with reports from many additional localities from 20th April
onwards. Included amongst these were gatherings of 120 at Scout Dike Res. on
21st, 93 at Ingbirchworth Res. on 26th and at least 100 at Clayton West 5.F. on
28th April.

In May, 50 were at Bretton on 1lst, 120 on 6th and 300 on 12th at ingbirchworth
Res. but these numbers were overshadowed by a total of about 2000 there on 1l4th
in dull, overcast conditions {(JH); 400 were still present on Z1st May.

Few breeeding season records received, but only three pairs were at Springwood
Colliery, Emley, where five or six pairs has bren a more normal figure (GBS).

Autumn movements invplved 300 birds south on 5th September and 150 south an
13th September at tHorbury 5.F, and 37 west at Lindley Moar at dusk on 9th
September.

General departure took place in Ssptember, but there were October records from
nine localities, with the last at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 17th and feur west at
Langsett Res. on 19th,

House Martin Delichon urbica
Migrant breeder (3). -

The first were one at Golear and two at Bretton Park on 1ath April, followed by
birds at Lintbwaite on 17th, Meltham on 18th and Blackmaorfoot Res. on 19th
April. Five other localities had received birds by the end of the mooth, with
gatherings of 100 at Ingbirchworth Res. on 25th, 25 at Bretton and 30 at Elland on
2Bth. Good numbers persisted at Ingbirchworth into May with 160 on 10th and 250
on 12th with 100 at Bretton Lakes on lst. Arrivals may have continued into June,
with 57 at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 7th and B0 at Ingbirchworth Res. on the same
date. Ingbirchworth had a breeding colony of twelve pairs.

Few comments were received about the breeding situation, but absent from some
areas where the species is normally seen in summer and numbers were reduced in
at least one other, A second brood at Lockwood !eft the nest on 24th September,
remaining in the area to the month-end.

Post-breeding season gatherings numbered 175 at Horbury 5.F. on é6th August, 200
at Ingbirchworth Res. on 10th August, at least 200 over the lower lake at Bretton
Park on 8th September, 'many’ at Hoimbridge an 21st September, 120 at Cannon
Hail on 15th September, when there were also good numbers at ingbirchworth again
and 704 over the canal at Gelcar on 7th sand 14th September.

In contrast to 1984, October records were numerous and involved Ingbirchworth
Res. (4th), Breiton Park {5th), Blackmoorfoot {until 10ith), Aimondbury (1lth),
Honley (14th), Meltham (20th), Penistone (22nd) and Quttane (25th), but the lest
was one seen several times in the Coxley Valley on 3rd November (JG).
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Tree Pipit ‘Anthus trivialis
Migrant breeder (3).

One at Bretton Park on 5th April (JG, PS), was the earliest by three days ever
recorded in the area. No others were recarded until 15th when twn were at Deffer
Woud, followed on 17th by birds in the Caxley Valley (two), Gunthwaite, l.epton and
Bank Wood, Emley (five}, by which time the number of singing males at Deffer
Wood had also increased te five, The only other April bird was an 23rd at Hey
Wood.

Over s hundred singing males were lecated in May, incuding a remarkable 23 in the
Langsett and Little Don Valley area on 28th, plus a further ten at six other sites in
June, which would appesr to present a healthy situation in the breeding season,

Blackmoorfoot's only record was the tast of the year on 26th August.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Resident breeder {4-5), Partial migrant.

Wintering birds were noted at Silkstone S5.F. and Lawer Cumberworth (15 in snow
on 17th) in January and February and at Horbury S.F., where there were 50 on 28th
Fehruary, but there was little evidence of a return to moorland breeding areas this
year apart from 16 at Digley on 6th April and a flock of between 20U and 300 on
2Bth (when also 40 in the Little Don Valley), and 20 near Ingbirchworth on Bth
April. No farge numbers were reported from any of the other traditional gathering
areas.

A widespread movement was noted at various Inealities in early to mid-October of
birds moving mainly to the south-west; 2nd Oct, 16th south at Blackmaorfoot; on
5th, &2 south at Netherton, 57 sputh-east at Oaskes and 203 south at
Blackmoorfoot; on 6th, 104 south-west at Whalestone Maor; on 7th, B4 south at
Almondbury, 64 south at Blackmoorfoot, BS west-south-west {in ten minutes} at
Lindley Moor and 450 per hour south-west at Whalestone Muoor; on 8th, 71 south at
Almondhury, 350 south-west at Wholestone Moor; on 12th, 25 south at
Blackmoorfoot and 150 south-west at Whnlestone Moor, where an additiona) 100
flew south on 13th, Assuming afl of these ta have been different birds, this gives a
minimum total of 1BZ1 moving. Grounded hirds in the Harbury area totalled 140 on
7th October, with Z1 at Ossett Spa, 5.F. on 9th October.

A few birds were still In the area late In the year, at Silkstone S.F., Yateholme and
Booth Dam in November and one flying west at Blackeporfoot Res. on 28th
December,

Yellow Wagtail Motaeilla flava

Migrant breeder (1).

Most of the records were of spring birds which passed through the area. Singles at
Horbury Wyke on 15th, Ingbirchworth Res, an Z4th and Silkstone 5.F. on 27th April,
where a male was also seen op 6th May and lst June. Two were at Ossett Spa S.F.
on 30th April and two males and a female at Denby Dale on 16th May.

A pair were with four young at Dewsbury S.F on 23rd July (JRS} and other pairs
reported as having bred at Armitage Bridge and in the Hall Dike Valley {OM), with
further sightings in the breeding season from Hepworth and Crowden Great Braok.

Blackmoorfoot Res. had records on two autumn dates anly (17 in 1984), with one
south on 25th August and four south on 2%9th September, whilst one was at Brettan
Park on 11th September.

These were the only records.
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Grey Wogtail Motacilla cinerea
Resident breeder (2).

Once again records were received from an increased number of sites, Sightings
were reported from almost forty localities, including one in the town cenire in
December.

Evidence of breeding was obtained at Armitage Bridge, Meltham Milis,
Thunderbridge, Ossett Spa S.F. (three young in July), Hall Dike Valley, Magdale,
Yatehnime and the canal at Milnsbridge, with ather pairs during the breeding
season at Silkstone, Morton Wood, Denby Dale, Wessenden Head, Booth Wood,
Riding Wood, Little Don Valley and Ramsden Clough. ’

On the debit side, the only records from Bretton Park were singles on 25th April,
23rd June and 15th Detember and one observer reported the species as being less
frequent than in 1984 alony the canal at Galcar, where the only records were in
winter.

Regular at Elland G.P. and Longwood Brook outside the breeding seasan, with up to
faur at the second locality, as well as at Harbury S.F, (four), Dssett Spa S.F. (three)
and West Bretton S.F, {five on 4th September).'

Four flew west at Shaw Wood, Outlane on 28th September. Two were present in an
Edgerton gerden on 13th QOctober, one remalning to the year-end, despite the
attentions of a female Sparrowhawk,

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Resident breeder (3),

The roost at the Civic Centre held 107 birds on 12th January and at least a hundred
on lst February. Smaller numbers in the early months included 40 on 26th and 50 on
28th February at Horbury S.F., 12 at Brockheles S5.F. on 12th February and 30 at
Silkstone S.F. on 17th March, whilst at Dssett Spa end Dewsbury Sewage Farm
respectively, 20 and 30 birds were present throughout the year.

Pairs were reported in the breeding season only from Ossett Spe S.F. (three pairs
bred), March Haigh, Milnsbridge, Riding Wood Res. and Bretton Park, with three
juveniles beside the Fenay Beck on Z0th Jure.

After the breeding season, gatberings in September at Cannon Hall of 38 on 7th, 76
on 15th and 55 on 19th and at Huddersfield New College playing fields of 18 alsa nn
19th were noteworthy, as were 27 at Silkstone S.F. on 2nd November,

Movement was noted in October at Blackmoorfoot Res, with 22 south on 5th, and
at Wholestone Moor of 12 on 7th, 10 on 8th, 23 on 12th and 11 aon 13th, all to the
south-west,

At the end of the yeer at Lhe Civie Centre roost, 80 had gathered by 1650 hours on
7th November and 181 were counted on 7th December. A winter roost in the
Yateholme area held a maximum nf 75-80 birds on 25th November.

Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Resident hreeder (2),

A slight increese in the number of records, including breeding. Bred successfully at
Bilberry Res., Crowden Great Brnnk, Fenay Beck (Woodsome), Thunderbridge,
Morton Wood, West Vale {two broods of five each), Denby Dale, Marsden Clough,
Little Don Valley, March Haigh, Merrydale Clough, beneath Manchesier Road at
Slaithwaite and in the Hall Dike Valley. Additional localities in the breeding season
at which pairs occurred and breeding likely to have taken place were Black
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Brook, Fenay Beck {Kirkburton), Turner Wood, Fensy Bridge, Skelmantharpe, Denby
Dale, Meitham Bar, Boshaw Whams, Royd Edge and Hey Green Marsden. Reparts
were not received from several localities where breeding has taken place jn recent
years.

Further records, mainly outside the breeding season and nf single birds, from a
further twelve localities.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Resident breeder (3).

Well distributed in the Stkstone, Deffer Waod and Bretton Park areas in April and
described as more frequent slong the canal at Golear than in 1984,

Otherwise no recnrds received which give any indication nf the specjes’ status.

Durnock Prunella modularis

Resident breeder (3).

No reports received, but noticeahly less frequent in recorder’s garden than in
former years.

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Resident breeder (4.5).

One at Ingbirchworth Res. on 26th Decernber was considered unusual, but no nther
records received, making its relative status impossible to assess.

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Migrant breeder {2).

A male at Bretton Park on 5th April (JG, P'S), equalled the eartiest ever recorded in
the area, but birds were seen in only five ather localities befnre the month-end, at
Yateho!me and in the Coxley Valley on 2lst, Digley on 22nd, Little Don Vailey on
27th and at Honley on 29th, the Jast a female which did not stay in the area,

In May and June, the species was found in a further ten localities, a stight increase
on 1984, although there were again very few records from the eastern parts of the
club area,

Singing males were located at Bretton Park, near the canal at Golcar ( a first
record for that site), Windybank Wood, Marton Wood, Digley/Bilberry (at least
three, with two pairs proved breeding), Stortbes Hall Woods (on 8th May only),
Turner Wood (twa), Yateholme area {(at least two pairs bred), Langsett area (at
least three pairs), Hall Dike Valley (two pairs bred), Butternab Wond and Hinchliffe
Mill.

The last records were of a family party at Digley on 18th July, followed by a
femnsle/juvenile in the Grimesear Valley on 19th September,

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Migrant breeder (2).

A singing male and a female on Meltham Moor on Y6th April (DMP} was the only
renord for that month, the next being males at Honley and Skelmanthorpe on lst
May, although neither remained Lo breed,

Birds were more widespread than in 1984, but numbers in same of the localities
where birds were found were much reduced. Scammonden had only two pairs,
compared with nine singing males the previous year, while in the Langsett area
eight singing males were |ocated nn 24th June enmpared with eleven in 1984,
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Breeding was proved at Deer Hill Moss (four pairs), Scammonden, Meitham Moor
(two pairs), Winscar, Cartworth Moor, Harden Res, (two pairs), Crowden and Upper
Windleden Res. (two pairs), Other pairs or singing males present at Snailsden (two),
Wessendon(three), Ramsden Clough, Arrunden, Broadstanes and March Haigh (up to
four birds, but no proof of breeding). On 4th June a male was seen perched high on
the Holme Mnss TV transmitter.

After the breeding season birds were seen at Dewsbury S.F., on 23rd July and 25th
August (two), Harbury Wyke on 26th and 27th August (two each), Brown's Edge and
Senut Dike on 26th August, two on Lind!ey Maor on 8th and four on 9th September,
with the last four at Scammonden on 11th September.

Stonechat Saxicola torquata

Scarce passage visitar. Occasional breeder (1),

In the early part of the year, birds were located near Winsrar Res., o male on 12th
January {DJS), at Tunnel Fnd Marsden, a male on i6th March (DWB) and near
Whitley Cammaon, a female on 23rd March (JED).

On 17th July at Snailsden, a male was watched accompanied by two recently
fledged juveniles {3MP), indicating breeding in the immediate vicinity, the first
breeding record since 1977,

Wheatear Oenanthe penanthe
Migrant breeder (2),

There was just one Merch record, of a male at Jngbirchwaorth an 3lst, the next
being @ male and a female near Blackmoorfoot Res, on lst April, fallowed on 3rd
by one at Whitley Common and on 5th by a female near Linthwaite, a male at
Oxgrain's Beck, one male and three femoles at Ringstone Edge, six at Brown’s Edge
and 28 males (with no females) at Broadstones, with 16 birds there an &6th April,
when there were also 12 jn the Digley area.

Breeding season reports were few, with pairs reported from Holme Moss (one),
several near March Haigh and common in the valley of Crnwden Great Brook,
Marzden Gnlf Course {(a pair with a juveniie on 1st August) and a juvenile near the
Fiouch Inn on 20th July. Birds were also noted during the breeding season at
Snailsden, West End Moss, Langsett, Board HHl, Harden Clough, Royd Edge Clough,
Deer Hill, Upper Windleden Res., Wessenden, South Croslend, Cottonstones and
Beddingsedge, in many of which breeding probably occurred.

Ne post-breeding concentratinng greater than six birds (at Broadstones on 25th
August) were reported, The Jast were a male at Ingbirchworth on 13th October and
eight on Emtey Moor on 15th October,

Ring Ousel Turdus torquatus
Migrant breeder (2),

The first was a female on 23rd March at Digley, where numbers peaked at nine on
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the Jate date of 28th April. At Jeast two pairs attempted ta breed in the area, one
of them successfully. A second pair had four eggs on 18th May, which were found
broken on 27th May.

Elsewhere breeding oceurred at Wessenden, March Haigh, Hades, Upper Windleden
Res., Ramsden Clough (one pair each) and Crowden Great Brook (faur pairs), with
additional birds secn in suitable habitat at West End Moss, Snailsden, Chew Valley,
Rishworth Moor and in the L.ittle Don Valley.

None were reported after 4th June.

Blockbird Turdus merula

Resident breeder (5). Numeraus winter visitor.
Very few records received.

A pair was in bracken at Buckstones on 10th April.

Evidence of an autumnai influx at Oakes, where 15+ were found in an area in which
normally only four to six are present. 42 fed an hawtherns in Dick Clough on 3rd
November and 16 st Sitkstone S.F. on 29th December. At Horbury Wyke 16 were
counted on 27th October and 40 on 1st December.

In the l.ongwood Valley, two partial elblnos were noted, one of which, on 18th
March, had white markings around the face and a Wheater-white rump.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Numerous passage and winter visitor. Has bred.

In early January up to 1000 birds remained in the Gunthwaite area from December
1984, with 400 at Clayton West and over 200 at Cawtharne on lst, 300 at Bretton
an 3rd, 100 at Eitand on 5th and 700 at Silkstone on 6th as other three-figure totals
in the first week. With severe cold weather persisting for the rest of the month
however, birds began to move out of the area and oumbers were much reduced. The
only flocks exceeding a hundred birds were 150 maving west aver Salendine Nook
on 1Bth end 150 grounded birds ot Kirkheaton on 27th January, when 50 were also
in the Cawthorne area. Otherwise, 45 moving snuth at Blackmoorfoot on 19th and
36 at Harbury Wyke on 13th were the highest January totals reported. Birds were
noted during the month in gardens at Lindley Moor, Dalton and Almondbury.
Numbers remained low throughout February, with 80 at Cawthorne on 3rd, 400 at
Cat Hill on 5th and 200 in the Whitley Common/Braadstones area on Z2nd the
highest totals in a month when birds were recorded on only ten dates.

In the first ten deys of March, birds were reported from only Ingbirchworth (46 on
20d), Whitley Common {100+ on 3rd and 150t on 10th), Cawthorne (30 on 2nd), Denby
Dale (five on Bth), Bretton Park (140 on 10th) and Blackmonefoal Res. (28 north-
west on 10th), Thereafter numhers began to increase with 560 reported fram Spicer
House _ane on 1kth, 60 at Cannon Hall and 50 at Almondbury on 16th, 90 at Denby
Dale on lith and up to 1200 in ths Ingbirchworth area on 23rd and small flocks at
several localities on 24th. Qoly birds remained in the Inghirchworth area on 31st
Mareh, whilst the only significant numbers reported in April were 200 at Carr
Lane, Ingbirchworth on 3rd and 5th, 100 flying west at Outlane on 4th and 50 at
Bretton on 6th. No birds were reparted in April after two on 1é6th at Digley, but at
one locality on 1st May, a pair were behaving territorially and 16 were at Oxspring
an 16th May,

Twelve birds were reported moving south at Almondbury on 30th August, an
extremely early date, and other birds were noted on 10th Septernber (parties of
four and six) in the same srea with three at Castle Hili an 17th and four or five on
pasture at Cinderhills, MHolmfirth on 18th September. it would be interesting to
know the origins of some of these birds,
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Although two birds were observed moving west, again at Almondbury con 7th
October, further arrivals were not noted until 19th, when there were at least 50 at
Bretton and a few passing over Oakes and Crosland Hill. Birds were then reported
from 23rd onwards, with Gadding Moor, Skelmanthorpe, Denby Dale, Horbury
Wyke, Blackmonorfoot, Ingbirchworth and lHenley all produting recards before the
month-end, but the only targe number reported was 500 at Denby Dale on 29th.

There was a large arrival at the beginning of Navember, with up te 1000 moving
west aver Hazlehead on 2nd, 400 west over Langsett and 500 west at Ingbirchworth
with 400 grounded at Gunthwaite on 3rd and smaller numbers elsewhere on bath
dates, but no other significant numbers during the month except for 142 west at
Almondbury on 13th,

In December, north-westerly movement was recorded at Blaekmoorfaot on 8th
(343) and 12th (seven), st Lindley Moor on 14th (11 west) and at Skelmanthorpe on
16th (50), 18th, 19th and 28th, but grounded birds were very scerce especially in
the second half of the month, when the weather became much colder, with 150 at
Horbury Wyke on 1st, 120 gt Blackmoorfoat from 7th to 12th and 40 at Royd Moor
on 15th as the largest numbers reported.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident breeder (4),

On 3rd January, parties of 30 and 15 were observed moving narth-west at
Almondbury.,

Birds were scarce in the first winter period of the year, doubtless as a result of the
hard weather, Dnly three could be found in Bretton Park on 27th Janaury. Three
were in song at Cannon Hail and one at Silkstone S.F. on 3cd February, whilst on
24th March birds were in s0ong at lower altitudes when those at Digley and Winscar
were still silent.

Redwing Turdus tliacus
Numerous passage and winter visitor.

The year began with over 200 in the Gunthwaite area, 30 at Shepley, 20 at
Almondbury snd 26 moving west at Blackmoorfoot on lst January, On 5th, 100
were at Elland G.P. and 150 at Gunthwaite Dam, with 82 at Cawthorne on 6th, but
the only other flocks approoaching a hundred during the month were at Salendine
Nook on 17th and at Kjrkheaton on 27Lh. Birds frequented the town centre and
suburban gardens during Lhe cold spell from mid-month cnwards, None were
reported in the first half of February and there were records from only seven
localities in the second half with very low maxima of only 47 at Cannon Hall on
13th and 50 in the Langwaond Valley on 22nd.

Birds remained scarce throughout March with birds reported on only six dates,
iocluding 80 at Banks H4all on 2nd, 40 at Cannon Hall on 3rd, 30 at Tunnel End,
Marsden on 17th and 65 at Silkstone on 24th, when a bird was singing at
Gunthwaite., A few were reported from Bretton on 6th April and the last was a
single bird at Digley on 22nd April.

The first returning birds were three moving south-west at Blackmoorfoot on 7th
Octaober, followed by one at Thongsbridge on 9th, one at Outlene and five at
Jogbirchworth on 10th, 20 beside the canal at Golcar and 60 passing west at
Outlane on 13th, with 90 maving west at the last site on 14th, Although arrivals of
birds continued to be noted throughout October, no large numbers were invoived,
maximum being 90 at Horbury Wyke an 27th,

Numbers in November remained low, the only three figure counts being 100 in the
Longwood Valiey on 24th and 170 at Ossett Spa 5.F. on 27th, etherwise a maximum
of thirty reported from oply six other localities and 46 moving west at Almondbury
on 13th.
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The largest flock reported in December was of 70 at Horbury Wyke on Lst, follnwed
by 42 at Blackmoorfoot on 12th and 30 at Dewsbury S.F. and Gunthwaite
respectively on 15th and 27th, otherwise only seven other records of mainly single
figures and very scarce as the year came to 3 close.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident breeder (3).

Few reports received before the breeding season, when there seem te bave been
good numhers.

Several sizeable parties noted in the post-breeding seasan: 63+ in the Little Dan
Valley on 6th July, 15 at Digiey on l4th July, with 2B feeding there on Rowan
berries on 27th September, 64 feeding on freshly ploughed land at Whitley House an
3rd August, 16 at Cannon Hall on 19th September, 14 at Yatehalme on 22nd
September, 42 on Rowans at Royd Edge Clough on 29th September, 20 near
Slaithwaite on 2nd October and 38 in Holme Styes Wooed on 7th Octaober.

Movement was noted on 18th September over Newsome, with 23 to the sauth-wesl
and at Crosland Hill where about 30 moved west.

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

Migrant breeder (1),

The only record was of one reeling et Bank Woad, Emley on 7th July (DB).

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoensbaenus
Migrant breeder (1),

A singing male was seen at Ingbirchworth Res on 6th May (JMP) and during May,
one sang at Horbury Wyke while three ntbers were singing nearby alongside the
R.Calder at Horbury (DP), with one still performing on 2nd June (CCT).

Blackmoorfoot Res. had single birds on 6th May and llth August and Scout Dike
Res, had records on three dates in August (MW).

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Rare passage visitor,

A male sang and was well seen at Ingbirchworth Res. on 6th May (JMP), on which
date a singing male Sedge Warbler was also present.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia cusruca
Migrant breeder (1),

Singing males were heard and seen in seven localities, mainly in the east of the
area as follows: st Skelmanthorpe on lst May, Gunthwaite Qam (18th and 25th
May), Coxley Vatley (2nd June), Horbury Wyke (3rd June), near Oeffer Wood (10th
and lfst)h June) and Stocksmoor Coemmon (22nd June, when a second bird was also
present).

The remaining singing male was beside the canal near Leeds Road Playing Fields,
First beard on 7th May, it remained in the area, being heard and seen regularly to
the end of July, but no female appeared (DWB). This site was frequented by 3
singing male every year from 1973 to 1979, wilb no evidence to suygest that a
{emale was present.

One was at Scout Dike Res, on 26th August.
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Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Migrant breeder (2).

The species was very late in arriving, with the first hird not located until 12th May
at Stocksmoor, followed on 16th May by a singing male at Elland G.P. and three at
Ossett Spa S5.F.. Breeding was confirmed only at the last locality, where a pair and
four young were preseot on 7th July, near Netherton (Wakefield) with a pair
feeding young on 24th June and in the Coxley Valley, where young were being fed
on 2nd and 6th July.

Elsewhere, singing males in May/June were heard at Bretton Park, Bretton Cross~
roads, Deffer Wood, Lengwood Valley, Horbury, Hayland Bank, Oxspring (one each},
Elland G.P. and Horbury Wyke (two each) and the Coxley Valley (five) with other
reports from the Hall Dike Valley, the Storthes Hall area, Marton Wood and the
Hoime Valtey,

The last was one in tha Coxley Valley on 29th August.

Garden Werbler Sylvia borin
Migrant breeder (2).

One at Bretton Park on 5th April (JMD, DS) was the earliest ever recorded in the
club area by almost three weeks. The next was not recorded until &th May at
Deffer Wood, followed on 1Zth by bijrds at Stoney Cliffe Wood, Gunthwaite Clough
Wood (two) and Golesr, but general arrival was even later, continuing into June.

Singing maies in the area totalled forty, including five each at Bretton, Deffer snd
in the Holme Valley, an increase on 1984, but breeding was proved at only one
locality.

Three were caught and ringed at Blackmoorfoot in August, with all three birds
being present on 10th, the latest date.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Migrant breeder (2/3). Scarce winter visitar.

Although the first bird was noted at Bretton Park on the early date of Sth April,
few other localities received birds before May. Indeed, birds continued ta arrive
into June, with the first of three singing males ir the Longwond Valley not heing
recorded until 1a4th June.

The species is much more widespread and occurs in a greater variety of habitats
than the previous species and over 100 singing males were reported from all parts
of the club area, although not all of these would breed successfully. Included were
at least nine at Bretton Park, six in Deffer Wood, 15 in the Holme Valley and five
in the Coxley Valley.

Blackmorfoot had birds on four sutumn dates, the last on l4th October. Other
Dctober records came from the canal near Galcar {a male and 8 fernale on 13th)
and the Longwond Valley (a male on 5th, a female on 18th).

A male visited a bird bath in a Rastrick garden on 16th December (JFR).

Yeliow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

Rare visitor.

One discovered in Shaw Wood, Dutlane at 1400 hnurs on 27th September (CCT)
gave only brief, but satisfactory, views to its finder and to one other obsecver (IB)
on two or three occasions up to 1820 hours.

The second reeord for the area, the first having been at Bretton Park on Znd
November 1580,
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Wood Warbler Phylluscopus sibilatrix
Migrant breeder (1).

The first to atrive was one at Bretton Park on 5th May, followed by two at
Meftham Mills on 8th May. The first did not remgin and breeding was not proved at
tbe second Jocality,

Tweive singing males were located as follaws: Rake’s Dyke (two in June), Digley
Bottom (one in May and June), Turner Wood (twn), Lengwaad Valley (twa - one pair
bred successfully), Beaumont Park (two - nne pair definitely bred, a secand pair
almost certainly), Holmbridge (one), near Holmfirth (one), and near the Flouch Inn
(one on l4th May).

At Drop Clough, where birds were present in 1984, none could be found, but some
of the areas where birds had occurred last year appear not to have been checked.

Away from the breeding areas, a bird was at Horbury Wyke on 3rd July.

Chiffchef{ Phylloscopus collybita
Migrant breeder (2).

Apart from a probable at Denby Dale on fith March, none were noted untit 3rd April
at Slaitbwaite, followed by at least three on 5th April at Bretton Park and one at
Deffer Wood on 61h.

Thereafter both Bretton Park and Deffer Wood held five singing males in early
May, with four at Bank Wood, Emley, an increase on the previous year. Up to 24
singing males were located in some fifteen aceas, most of them to the south and
south-east of Huddersfield.

Blackmoorfoot had just one record, which was elso the last for the area, on 28th
October, Dther records duriog that month were at Oskes co 4th and 5th, when a
kird was also noted at Horbury Wyke,

Willaw Warbler Phylloscopus trochiius
Migrant hreeder {4).

In contrast to most of the other summer visitors, Willow Warblers turned up earlier
than usual and, in many areas, in very goad numbers. The first arrivals were noted
on 5th April, with at least five singing males at Bretton Park, three at Elland G.P.
and one at Digley. There were 23 singing males in the Hall Dyke Valley by 12th
April, at least ten at Bretton and twelve at Deffer Waod an 17th, six at Brockholes
on 1Bth, 15 at Scout Dike Res., ten at Royd Maer Res, and five at Rowley Wond,
L.epton all on 21st, with high counts at other woodlands before the manth-end.

Blackmonsfoot had birds present from 18th April, with maxima caught and ringed
of 23 on 17th July, 13 on 10th August and five on 13th September. Bad weather
severely curtailed ringing activites from mid-August enwards, One present on Ist
October was the first for the localjty in that month,

The last was ore at Horbury Wyke on 7th Detober.
Several nbservers commented on the lack of birds in gardens in the late summer,
prabably indicating low success in a very cold and wet breeding season.

Galdcrest Regulus requlus

Resident breeder (3). Common passage visitor.

Birds were present in severn) woodlands in the first winter period, bul anly small
numbers were involved.
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In the breeding season, singing males were noted at Bretton Park (three), Deffer
Woad (more than ten, with juveniles seen on 19th June), at Cannan Hall, Langsett,
Yateholme and even in a gardeo at Dalton an 8th March. Bred in Storthes Hall
Woods.

Many areas had small numbers in the autumn/second winter period, with a
maximum of ten at Yateholme on 2nd November feeding with a mixed tit flock.

Evidence of an influx in the Langwood Valley on 13th and in the Dakes/Salendine
Nook/Lindley Moor srea on 22nd/23rd September, which was also reflected at
Blackmoorfont, where there were at least five individuals on 12th Qctaber,
Reported as being more frequent than in 1984 along the canal at Golear.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Migrant breeder (3).

Two in the Langsett area on 5th May were the first arrivals reported, but it was
not until near the end of the month and even into June that birds were well
distributed.

About. 40 pairs were located in about 25 areas, but breeding evidence was received
for onty 10 pairs,

The last were two in the Coxiey Valley on 1léth October (JG), Lhe latest ever
recorded in the area.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Rare passage visitor, usually in spring and occasionak breedet.

After the exeeptional occurrenees of 1984, the situation in 1985 was disappointing,
but still encouraging when compared with previous yeors.

A male near Deanhead Church nn 1Bth April {Mr. Piggott) was the earliest date for
the area, and was followed by a second mate at Bretton Park, on 21st (DP) and 23rd
April (DJS5). A male in the same locafity on lst May (DP) may have been a different
individual. Another maie occurred on 8th May at Smith Wood, near Storthes Hall
(S & VA, but could not be found bn subsequent visits.

At Blackmoorfoot Res. a juvenile was caught and ringed on 31st July (MLDJ.

Long-tailed Tit Aegithelos caudatus
Resident breeder (2).

Following the low numbers at the end of 1984, the highest numbers were eleven at
Bretton Park on 3rd Januory, six at Brockholes on 6Gth January and seven at
Sitkstone on 3rd February, otherwise only very small numbers were reported.

Pairs bred at Bretton Park (three), Coxlsy Valley, Woodsome, Hall Dike (twa), Dean
Wood, Sinking Wood, Morton Wood, Lepton Great Waod and Silkstone, with single
birds nr pairs also noted in the breeding seasan at Blacker Wood, Stocksmaor
Common, Bank Wood and 5teny Cliffe Wood, representing a slight increase on the
previous year,

Post-breeding parties were still relatively small, the fargest being 23 st Lepton
Great Wond snd 16 at Silkstone both on 8th September, 16 at Magdale on 31st
August and 12 at Bretton on 30ith December. No other double figure counts were
received, but six visited an Edgerton gardeo on 18th November with five there on
lath December.
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Willow Tit Parus montanus
Resident breeder (2),

After its poor showing last year, there was a considerable incrense in recaords of
this speries. In the early months, birds visited gardens at Almondbury and Golcar
(twp birds), and were also Jocated at Silkstone, CCawthorne, Bretton Park, Maily
Carr Wood, Magdale, Blacker Wood, Langsett and Elland Gravel Fits,

In the breeding season, pairs bred in the Hall Dike Valley (three), Dean Wood and
Morton Wood, a pair was courtship feeding at North Dean on 11th May, adults with
fledged young were seen at Scout Dike Res. on 14th and at Silkstane on 26th
August; additional single birds or pairs were seen at Scissett, Bank Woad, Bretton
Park, Horbury, Deffer Wood, Skelmantharpe, lLangsett (two areas), Stocksmoor
Common, Stony Cliffe Wood and Yateholme and it is likely that breeding accurred
in at least some of these loralities,

There were five records at the end of the year, but perhaps indicative of a revivai
wag one on @ garden feeder at Hinchliffe Mill on 15th December, the first to he
recorded there since 1982,

Coal Tit Parus ater
Resident breeder (3).

This is a much under-repnrted species and confirmed breeding was reported anly
from Bretton Park (two pairs), Storthes Hali Wood, Scout Dike Res., Yateholme
{where good numbers were noted both in the early part of the year and during Lhe
breeding season) and in deciduous woodland in the l.ongwood Valley. High numbers
were also present in Deffer Wood, without any evidence of breeding being obtained,

At Dakes, two flew south on 5th and one on 1Zth October and two birds were
present at Blackmoorfoot on flve dates in December.

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus

Resident breeder (5).

Flocks of 20 at Ingbirchworth and Bretton Pork tn January and at Silkstone in
February, Maximum reported were 4D+ in Bretton Park on 24th February.

On 13th October 17 flew west over the moor at Deer Hill.

No reports were received which throw any light on breeding seasnn performance,
nor were any flocks repnrted in the latter part of the year.

Great Tit Parus major
Resident breeder (4).

A flock of more than 20 in Bretton Park an 24th Februacy was the largest reported
in the early part of the year,

No evidence was submitted to indicate the species' breeding status.

Woodland at Wholestone Moor held a flock of 25 an 1Z2th Octaber, of which twelve
moved off westwards over the moor.

Nuthateh Sitta europaea
Resident breeder (1},

After a disappointing demise in 1984, this species was proved to breed again this
year. D.Manchester discovered breeding pairs in Beaumont Park and at Big Valley,
Netherton, whilst birds were heard calling in Bretton Park in May (JL) and at Hagg
Wnod in June {D.Man), and ane was seen in the Coxley Valley on 29th June and {lth
August (JG),

A Netherton bird table was visited by a single bird on lslL and 28th September, on

the latter date on 24 ocasions in an hour, taking bread, peanuts and cake mix; at
the same locality twa birds were present on 3rd Qctober and were observed Lo hide
peanuts in holes in a wall and cover them (AD),
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Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Resident breeder (2-3).

Birds were reported from some 25 localities, with pairs recorded in the breeding
season at Bretton Park {probably at least three), Gunthwaite Dam, Deffer Wood,
Denby Daie, Morton Wood, Thunderbridge, Hall Dike Valley (three), Dean Wood,
Sinking Wood and Storthes Hall Wood.

This is a considerable advance on the previous yesr but many birds/pairs must still
be going unreported and unrecaorded.

One was caught and ringed at Blackmoorfoat on 25th July,

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident breeder (2),

Reported in the esrly part of the year from only eight localities, in each case nne
or two blrds being involved, apart from six at Gunthwaite Hall on 22nd Januacy.

During the breeding season, however, when the species can be extremely secrctive
and inconspicuous, records were received from many woodlands, including pairs in
as many as 18 locations in the Hall Dike/Nethertan/Honley Wood area, three pairs
in the Holme Styes area, three pairs at Yateholme, at least four pairs in Storthes
Hall Woods and a pair aesting in a garden at Hinchiiffe Mill.

Records became much more frequent from Getoher onwards, with evidence of an
influx on 12th when four werce present at Blackmoorfoat and seven flying southwest
at Wholestone Moor, with two also southwest at Inghirchworth on 19th October.
Two flew bhigh to the north-east at Yateholme on 2nd November,

One visited an oak tree in an Almondbury garden regularly throughout Cictober and
November and two were very active in the grounds af Greenhead College on l4th
November, with two in Greenhesd Park on 23rd December,

Magpie Pica piea

Resident breeder (4),

Numbers roosting at Blackmoorfoot were very low in the early part of the year,
with 36 on 5th February and 53 on 29th March ss maxima. Higher numbers were
present at the year end with a maximum count of 86 an 2nd Deeember. At 3 fnrmer
large roost at Holywell Green, only 29 were present on 23rd March. Other roosts at
Linthwaite and in the Longwood Valiley held respectively 70 to 80 ond a maximum
of 60 birds during both winter pericds. A flock of abaut 50 birds was abserved going
to roost at Thornhill on l4th Dctober and 48 were at Cawthorrne an Znd November,
an which date a floek of 30+ was seen in the Yaleholme area,

No breeding season records were received, hut persanal observations would seem to
indicate @ considerable increase in numbers in surburbaa area and a continuing
extension towards the town centre.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula

Resident breeder {(4).

Only two reports relating to this species were received. The Blackmoorfoot
maximum of 22 on 23rd September was rather lower than usual.

120 flew northwest at Qutlane on 1lst October.

Rook Coruvs frugilegus
Resident breeder (5).

Few records reeeived and none relating to breeding.

Flocks of 500 at Springwnod, near Bretton on 2nd October and 1500 on 5th
December at Emley Moor.



Carrion Crow Corvus colone
Resident breeder (2-3}.

Continues to increase and is met with in practically all habitats, including built-up
areas, where breeding is taking place. Flocks of up te 20 were reported quite
frequently, with 68 at Whitley Common on 1dth March, 43 on 10th and 11{t on 23rd
November on Lindley Moor.

The ronst which was discovered in the Longwond Valley near Quliane last year held
160 birds on 9th February, 70 on 15th April and in November 110 (including a
white-winged individual) on 1st, 120 on 2nd, 140 on 15th and 180 on 24th (CCT).

An individual showing characteristics of C.c.carone, referred ta as Hpoded Crow,
was recorded at Ossett Spa S.F. on 16th November in the company af three Carrian
Crows (JRS).

Raven Corvux corax

Rare visitor,

One was at Swinden Plantation, near Langsett, on 24th February (JI.,00JS), The
second fully authenticated record for the area, fallowing tmmediately on the first
in May 1984,

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident breeder {5).

Once again, no counts were made of birds roasting in Huddersfield Town Centre.

In March, over 200 were at Ingbirchworth on 23rd and 130 at Ringstane Edge on
Z7th,

On 4th June, many bundreds were roosting in bushes at Scout Dike Reservoir and
about 500 were observed apporently yoing to roost in trees at the western end of
Ingbirchwortb Res., where about 3000 were present an 14th August (BA),

About 35D juveniles at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 13th June continued the pattern of
occurrence in that month established in 1979. The sutumn maximum there was 310
on 12th September,

House Sperrow Passer darmesticus

Resident breeder (5),

No records received, but no change in status apparent.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Resident breeder (2-3).

Reeards were received from only a dozen locolities, at half of which birds were
seen on only a single date,

Breeding seasan recnrds came from Blackmeorfoot, Bretton Park, Denby Dale,
Skelmanthorpe, Ingbirchworth, EHand and Almondbury.

No large flocks were reporied, maxima being ten near Whitley Common in January
and February and 20 near Midhope on 17th November.

All records of this speties would be welcomed in future years.

Chaffinch Fringitla coelebs

Resident breeder (4). Numerous winter visitor,

Few noteworthy flocks were reported in the early months. Bretton Park held about
100 on 3rd January, including ene party of 60, but only 30 were present on 27th,
when 125 were counted at Cannon Hall feeding mainly on beech mast. Also in
January, 65 were at Harden Clough., The maximum count was 277 et Bretton Park
on $th March, Thirty flew east at Elland G,P, on 1Dth February,
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The only report relating to the breeding season was of eight nests found at
Blackmoorfoot in May and June.

Autumnal movements were noted at Wholestone Moor on 12th and 13th QOctober,
with respectively 148 and 45 all moving in a south-westerly direction and st
Blackmoorfoot on 20th October, when 23 flew south and on 3rd November with 23
flying west,

Flocks in the second winter period were larger than in the early months, with over
300 near Midhope on 17th November and 100 there on 18th December, and 80 at
West Bretton 5.F, on 28th November,

Brambling Fringilla montifringiila

Uncommon to common winter visitor.

This speries continued to be scarce in the early manths of the year, no more than
twe being reported from only four localities in January. Abaut 30 were in the
Yateholme area on 19th Febcuary, but it was not until late March at Digley that
anylarge numbers were found. Counts there included 38 on 23rd, peaked at 100 on
25th March, then declined to 42 on 6th April, 15 on 10th, a single female on 23rd
and one male on 26th April {the Jast of the spring). Other late birds were a female
near the Floueh Inn on 20th April, ten at Yateholme on 2lst and ‘severatl' at
Meltham Mills on 22nd.

The first returning bird of the autumn was ome at Meltham on 2nd October,
followed by two near Broadstones on 10th, et Blackmoor foot on 14th and at Bretton
Perk on 19th October, 19 flew west at Blackmoorfoat an 20th Octaber, after which
one or two were present there on only six dates ta the year end, Two flew west at
Wholestone Moor on 22nd October.

At the year end, hirds occurred more frequently and in greater numbers than in
1984, with single figures at Ingbirchwoarth, Hayland Bank Wood end West Bretton
5.F. in November. Larger parties and flocks wkre 30 at Bretton Park on 3rd
November, near Mighope 20 on 17¢th November and 100 an 18th December and 50 at
Ingbirchworth on 29th December, with single figures alsa in December at Silkstone
5.F., Almondbury, Royd Moot and in the Holme Valley.

None ware reported from gardens in the area during the year.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Resident breeder (4).
Few observers bother to report occurrences of this species!

in the early months no large flocks were reported, the largest parties being 15 at
Cannon Haell and Blackmoorfoot on 19th February; at the latter locality 39 were
caught and ringed on 10th March and at least one pair attempted ta breed,

The only flocks at the year end were 8D near Broadstones on 19th (lctober and 200
in the same locality on 16th November.

No movemants were reported.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Resident hreeder (2-3),

There were few reports in the early months, maxima being eight at Ingbirchworth
on Bth and ten at Yatehalme on 19th February.

Breeding occurred at Yateholme, in the Longwood Vailey (at least two pairs),
Prospect Mills {(Longwood), Haill Dike, Meltham Mills, Marsden, Hade Edge and
Hades, with singing males in May/June in gardens at Dalton, Lindiey Moor and
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Bircheneliffe and aiso at Silkstone 5.F, (twa), Deffer Wood, Meltham Bar (two),
Cannon Hall (two) and Bretton Park; birds were also present during the breeding
season st Digley, Blackmoorfoot, Denby Dale, Brettan crossroads, Skelmanthorpe,
Clayton West, Lower Cumberworth and Slaithwaite, at some of which breeding
probably took place.

Post-breeding season gatherings inciuded 30+ at Magdale an 31st August and 22 at
Black Brook on 15th September.

Autumn movement was noted at Wholestons Moor on 12th and 13th Qctabr, when
respectively 34 passed southwest and 18 west, but no corresponding movements
oceurred at Blackmoorfoot, where birds did occur on many dates from 14th April
Efiv)e west), with the only double figure counts on 25th July (18) and 28th August
11).

Very scarce in the area fram mid-October onwards, the only reports being seven at
Crosland Moor and two at Royd Moor Res, on L8th and 19th Octaber respectivaly,
with singles at Blackmoorfoot on one date in November and two dates in
Deeember.

Siskin Carduelis spinus

Resident breeder (1), Lincommon winter visitor.

In the early months recorded in much better numbers than in 1984. Deffer Wood
had about 50 on 12th January, with smaller numbers to 22od. February, about a
dozen at Cawthorne Park Wood on 1st January, when 30 were near [.angsett which
also had 100 on 0th February, 6D in larches at Bretton Park on 19th January, 18 at
Sitkstone 5.F. and six at Cannon Hall on 3rd February and 160 {with Redpolis) at
Yateholme on 17th February, with B0 there on 24th and eight still present on 10th
March, Regular at Elland G.P. until 15th February, with a maximum of 40 on 5th
January.

Several pairs were reported as breeding in the Langsett area (BBSG) and aduits and
juveniles were seen at Yateholme and Deffer Wood in July.

In the latter half of the year, small numbers (less than ten) were encountered at
Meltham on 6th September, at Blaekmoorfoot on 7th Qctober and 3rd Novembet,
Bretton Park on 19th Oetober, {_angsett and Marsden on 20th October, neas High
Hoyland on 25th Qctober, at Silkstone S.F, and Hoyland Bank Waad on 2nd
November, Dssett Spa S.F. sn 5th and 28th November, Elland on 20th November,
tho canal at Golear on 3rd November and 27th December and at Slaithwaite on
26th November. Larger numbers occurred as follows: at Bretton Park 12 on 3rd
November, 150 nn 6th, 70 on 27th ond 100 on 30th December, and c.40 at
Gunthwaite Dam on 3rd November.

Obvious movements took place, mainly in Oetober, and were recarded at Lindiey
Moor with five south on 29th September, Dakes one south-east on l4th July and
two north on 19th October, Blackmoorfoot one south on 31st August and 21 also
south on 5th Gctober, in the Longwood Valley in October one west on 5th, one west
on 12th, two north-west on 19th, one west on 22nd and in November six west on
1st, at Wholestone Moot also jn October one west an 6th, nine west on 12th, nine
west on 13th and two west on 22nd, at Almandbury 13 south an 7¢th October and at
Ingbirchworth one south-east on 19th Octaber.

Limnet Carduelis cannabis

Resident breeder (4). Partial migrant.

The first birds were recorded at Cannon Hall on 4th Mareh when 40 were preseot,
followed by one at Blackmoorfoot on 9th March, Returned in April to reqular
breeding sites at Dalton on l6th and Marsden on 18th, whilst in the same month
flocks were present of 3D at Jorbucy S.F, on 15th and pver 100 at Haddingley on
24th, Over 40 were beside the eanal at Golcar on 5th May,
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The largest autumn gatherings were 180 at Broadstanes on 2nd September, 40 at
Ingbirchworth on 15th September, ond in October 30 at Qssett Spa S.F. on 9th, 50
at Grime Lane (Broadstones) on J0th and 50 at Horbury S.F, on 23rd.

There were npo November or December records.

Twite Carduelis flavirostris

Resident and partial migrant breeder (3),

The first returning bird was at Blackmourfat on 9th March, but there were na
further records untit 5th April at Oxgrains Beck and Broadstones and 6th Agril at
Rishwnrth Moor, Winscar and Booth Dam Quarry, foliowed by birds at Issues Road
on 9th, Burketones non 10th and Whitley Common on 21st April. In each vase only
tow singte figure were involved. The only localities to have flocks into double
figures in spring were March Haigh, with 34 on 18th April and 23 on 6th May and
Digley, where 14 were counted on 3rd May,

Bred at Deer Hill (at ieast four pairs), Bord Hill, Upper Windleden Res,, Harden
Res., Crowden Great Brook and in the Upper Little Daon Valley and most prohably
at several other traditional sites which appear nat to have been checked.

Post-breeding season flocks were difficult to come by, with only 19 at Deer Hill on
26th July, 40 in Spicer House Lane on 5th August, 70 at Digley on 27th September
and 108 in Grime Lane (Broadstones) on 10th October being reported, probably
indicative of a below sverage breeding season.

Redpoll Carduelis flammea

Resident breeder (2-3). Uncommon winter visitor.

The largest numbers reported in the early months were 40 at Cannon Hall on 5th
January, 100 at Honley on 24th Jonuary, 220 st Langsett on 13th February and
about 200 in the Yateholme area from 19th February to 10th Mareh, reducing to
120 on 21st April. About 12D of those at Langsett {DP) and many af those at
Yateholme {BA,J8,CCT,GMY) shnwed characteristics of the Northern race nf C.1.
flammea, colloquially keown as Mealy Redpoll. Smaller numbers occurred in many
localities,

Bred at Yateholme, Blackmoorfoot, Digley and Swinden Plantation and aleo present
in small humbers in the breeding season at Deffer Woad, Bank Wood (Emley),
Scammonden, Marsden, Winscar and Meltham Mills.

Towards the year end the species was much scarcer, the only parties of note being
20 at Horbury on 13th Dcteber, 27 on 27th and 22 on 29th November at Ossett Spa
S.F., with only very small numbers elsewhere,

Movement was recorded at Blackmoorfoot on twe dates in September (maximum 16
south on 20th) and two dates in Qctober (maximum 20 south aon 5th) and at
Wholestone Mooar, where south-westerly passage occurred in October on 12th (29)
and 13th {18),

Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
Resideat breeder (1). Uncommon passage visitor.

A better yaar for the species. What was probably a family party, comprising six
birds, was seen at Deffer Wood on 1st June, with further sightings of a similar
number on 9th and 27th Juty (DB,JE & SMD,DJS). A single bird had been seen in the
same locality on 6th April {JMD). Three immatures were feeding on pine cones on
16th June at Swinden Plantation (JED), where there were 18 oo 30th June (JU.), at
least 35 on 13th July (DJS), with 2Z remaioing in the area on 27th October (DJS).

A flock of about 80, consisting mainly of immature birds but with seme adults of
both sexes, fed on larch cones in the Yateholme &rea an 30th June, with 211 in the
same area an 9th July and one still present an 22nd September (JED),
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South-easterly passage was observed at Oakes on lath July (four) and on 5th
October (one bird), whilst another singleton passed to the west at Wholestone Moor
on 6th October (CCT).

Bulifinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula : -2\%.
Resident breeder {2-3},
Reported from 28 localities, of which 2] were in the breeding season. Breeding

probably took place at many of these, but young were seen only ot Silkstone S.F.
An attempt was made agein at Blackmoorfoot, but sadly the nest was plundered.

At least three paire were in the north-eastern part of Deffer Waond and at least two
pairs each ot Bretton Park, in the Longwood Valley and in the Denby Dale,
Skelmanthorpe and Cumberworth aceas.

The largest parties reported were seven at Honley in January acd at Horbury Wyke
on 17th February, and eight in Blacker Wood on 8th December and in the Longwood
Valley on several dates.

Hewfinch Coccothraustes coceothraustes

Rare visitor.

This species continues to tantalise a few fortunate observers and la frustrate the
rest,

One by the Jower lake at Bretton on 19th April (DPH, ene drinking from a pool in
Stony Cliffe Wood on 22nd June {DB) and two, on 24th November, again in a sweet
chestnut tree at Cannon Hall (NL), where a probable was heard on 2nd March (BA,
GBS).

This secretive species must be a strong candidate for prabable breeding in the
future, if it is not already doing so!

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis

Rare winter visitor.

One flew from the side of Ingbirchworth Res. on 1st January {DP?), on which date
five were discovered at the roadside about two kilometres to the west-south-west
near Whitley Common (JC). After further sightings of these five birds on 1lth
(IMP) and 23rd January (FJW), eight were located there an 3rd Februacy (JED).

One flew over Langsett Res. an 10th November {JH).
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Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Resident breeder (3).

The highest numbers in the early months were recorded at Silkstane S.F., where
there were over 20 on Lst January and a flack af 45 an Znd March, when four males
were also in song there, About 15 were still present on 24th March. The onfy other
double figure counts were 16 at Horbury Wyke on 7th March, 25 at Lepton on 10th
March and 18 at Ravensthorpe Tip on 2nd April,

The only breeding season reports indicated good numbers well distributed around
Deffer Wnod and presence at Honley, Stocksmoor Comman and Ingbirchworth.

17 st Silkstone S,F, on 29th December was the only flock reparted in the later
months.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoenicius

Resident breeder (2).

Recorded very infrequently in the early months, the only reports being of 13 ot
Broadstones on 11lth January and nne at Cowliffe on léth February, the latter a
most unusua) lecality. The next was one on 17th March at Blackmoorfoot, where a
pair was present in June, and one or two on many dates from July to September.

Singing males andfor pairs were located at Eliand G.P. (three), Bretton Park,
Scammonden {two), Deer Hill, Broadstonos, Ingbirchworth (two), Scout Dike (four),
Royd Moor (three), Gunthwaite Dam, Oxspring, Boshaw Whams, Ringstone Edge,
Hall Dike Valley {three), March Haigh, Tunnel End Res., Redbrook Res., Crowden
Great Brook and New Mill, which represent a slight increase on 1984,

The only birds reported after the breeding season were at Blackmoorfoot, which
had singles on eight dates in October, plus three flying south on 5th, on five dates
in November and on seven dates in December, with two on 28th and three on 8th,
Corn Bunting Miliario calandra

Resident breeder (}).

There were rather more records than in 1984, but no proof of breeding.

One was on Flockton Moor on 25th February (GBS) and one ot Lepton an 6th March
(CCT). One flew west on 29th April at Ponker Form, Skelmantharpe, where birds
have oceurred spasmodically in previous years (2B),

Two seen on 10th May near Emley in what has been & traditional breeding area
{GBS). In June singing males were present at lHall Dike, Greaves Head oaod near
South Crosland, the last a former breeding area {DM). Three, one of which was a
singing male, were near Ingbirchwaorth an 28th July (IMD).
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PAGET'S POCHARD -~ AN AYTHYA HYBRIO AT BLACKMOORFOOT

At 1630 hours on 5th March 1985 as I arrived at the hide at Blackmoorfaat
Reservoir, I was confronted with an Aythya duck which was sitting on the water at
ca. 30 yds range. The bird was facing in the direction of the hide and thraugh
binoculars the whole of the head and breast were seen to be a rich chestnut colaur,
Obviously the first thought was towards male Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca but
when it turned the bird revealed a brown-grey mantie with paler fianks and greyish
undertai} coverts, and the eye was seen to be golden-yeliow, thereby ruting aut the
possibility of that species, The only reasonahle thought left open Lo me was a
hybrid, but since 1 was not conversant with Aythya hybrids the f{ollowiag
description was taken.

Description

The whole of the bead and neck was a rich chestnut colour, the breast being a
darker chestnut than the head. Mantle dark brown-grey, much darker than male
Pochard, A.ferina and contrasting markediy with the paler grey flanks. Undertail
coverts greyish but rest of ventral regian black, In flight displayed a prominent
white wing bar - much as Tufted Duck, A. fuliguia.

Soft Parts

Eye, bright golden-yellow. The bil) shape was identical to Pochard but showed the
following characters; tip black succeeded by a thin white band which turned pale
blue-grey and became progressively darker towards the base. A typical male
Pochard differs by having the base of the bill biack, contrasting shacply with the
pate-blue grey.

General appearance and size

Although the bead was more peaked than a male Pochard Lhe rest of the bird's
outline was very similar to that species. In size the bird varied little from a normal

Pochard. An illustration to show the head shape and bill patterning has been
supplied by Mike Pinder,

Discussion d POCHARD & PAGETS POCHARD

When dealing with a single duck of this nature the governing factor behind its
ultimate identification is the colour of the bill and eye {Gillham et. al. 1966).

One of the bird's parents was without doubt a Pachard; investigations showed the
other haif of this odd couple to be a Ferruginous Duck. This hybrid was formerly
know as Papget's Pochard, when jt was considered to be a distinct species,

The breeding ranges of Pachard and Ferruginaus Duck averlap considerably (Cramp
& Simmons 1977, Harrison 1982} but, althnough there is a passibility that this
individur] bad been born to wild parents, this is thought unlikely, It is more
probable that the bird originated from a wildfawl collectjon, despite jts apparent
wariness.

References

Cramp, 5 & Simmons, K.E.L. 1977, The Birds of the Wesiern Palearctic. Vol. L.
London & New York.
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RINGING REPORT

The first winter period of the year was dominated by easterly winds and
consequently the ringing effort was much reduced. This was also the case during
the second winter period when unsettled westher conditions affected the ringing
activity. A large drop in ringing totals was therefore inevitable, the main species
affected was Greenfinch and a reduction of some 50% was evident over an average
year's catch,

Although the spring end early summer periods were excellent for the ringing nf
passerine pulli the overall total suffered because of a disastrous season experienced
by the Black-headed Gulls at Black Moss. However, a tntal of 135 pulli was ringed,
this figure consisting of; Kestrel {5 Wessenden), Black-headed Gull (4 Black Moss),
Wondpigeon (2 Blackmoorfoot), Swallow (5 Deer Hill, 19 Crosland Moor), Meadow
Pipit (4 Blackmoorfoot), Dipper (5 Digley, 4 Deer Hill Maoss, 10 West Vale),
Dunnock (13 Blackmoorfoot, 5> Crosiand Moor), Robin (6 Blackmgor{oot}, Whinchat
{8 Deer Hill Moss), Ring OQuzel (4 Digley, 4 Wessenden), Blackhird (21
Blackmoorfoot, $ Crosland Moor), Song Thrush (8 Blackmoorfoat), Mistle Thrush (8
Blackmoorfnot), Blue Tit (8 Blackmoorfoot, 14 Crosland Moar), Magpie (5
Blackmoorfont), Chatfinch (23 Blackmoorfoot) and Redpolt (4 Blackmoor faot ),

Very unsettled weather dominated the late summer and autumn, High waler jevels
at Blackmoorfool cnupled with inng rainy pericds resulted in the main net site
being under water and totally useless by the third week of August. Consequently
tho handling of migrants returning tn their winter quarters was greatly affected,
ie. only 188 Willow Warblers ringed cnmpared with 333 in 1984,

For the seventh eonsecutive year no new ringing species were handled, although the
Pied Flycatcher caught at Blackmoorfoot constituted only the third ringing recard
for that species,

All in all the year was dominated by gloom and despondency with anly 960 birds
being ringed and only 5 publishable recoveries coming te light {excluding the
belated recoveries from 1984),

A further 212 birds were ringed in a garden at Almandbury by Dave Hodson and he
is Lo be thanked for his efforts. These additions have been placed in brackets in the
Ring Totals List. The grand total of birds ringed by Club members during 1385 has
therefore risen ta 1172,

The ringing scheme is greatly dependent on the public for a large praopartian of its
recoveries. By inspecting dead birds you could be adding to our knowledge of bird
movements.

CHECK THAT RDAD CASUALTY - it may be s Scandinavian Blackhird.

RINGING RECOVERIES

Key tn symbois and terms used

Age: 1, Pullus (nestling or chick)
2. Full grown, year of hatching quite unknown.
3. Hatched during calendar year af ringing,
3J, As 3, but still in juvenile plumage,
4. Hatched before ralendar year of ringing, exact year unknown.
5. Hatched during previous calendar year.
6. Hatched before previous calendar year.
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M = Male
F = Female

Sex:

Manner of recovery:

¥ Caught or trapped and released with ring.

VV Ring number read in field or sight record af identifiable colour marks.
X Found dead or dying,

Xli. Found dead (not recent).

+ Shot ar kitled by man,

Oate of recovery:

Where this is unknown the date of the reporting letter is given in brackets.
Al recoveries of five kilometres or more are published. The recoveries of
Kittiwake (FTB5B16) and Greenfinch (NN65137} were received too late for
inclusion in earlier reports.

Recoveries of Huddersfield Ringod Birds

BLACK-HEADED GULL
EM69331 ] 21,06.85
VvV 26.02,85

vV 2B.10.B5

EME9383 1 22.06,83
X 16.03.85

SPARROWHAWK

EH69261 SF  13.02.81
vV 14.02.81

X 10.10,85

GREENFINCH
NN65037  3F  11.12.83
X 06.03.84

Black Moss, near Marsden, 53 34'N [ 55'W

Southport, Merseyside, 53 39'N 3 I'vy
3Km W.

Sauthport,
3Km W,

Black Muoss.

Gaulby, Billesden, L. eicestershire. 52 36" 0 58'W
125Km. SSE.

Edgerton, Huddersfield. 53 40'N [ 48'w
Edgerton

Driffield, Humberside. 54 i'™N O 26'W
98Km. ENE.

Blackmoorfoot, near Huddersfieid. 53 37'N [ 52'W

Fixby, Ruddersfield. 53 41'N I 47'W
IKm. NI,

Birds recovered jn Fuaddersfield

KITTIWAKE

Paris i 21.06.83

FTB5816 XL 10,0384

GREENFINCH

BH44500 S5F  12.02.83
v 12.01.85

Guulien, Finistere, France. 48 (3'N 4 36'W

near Brighouse. 53 42'N T 48"
660KmM.NNE.

Barraw Hill, Staveley, Derbyshire. 53 17N 1 22'w

Blackmoorfoot.
50Km. NW.

M.L. Denton
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RINGING TOTALS LIST - 1965

The figures in brackets indicate the number of birds ringed by Dave odson in
Almondbury.

Kestrel 6 Blackcap 3
Black-headed Gull Willow Warbler 188 (1)
Waodpigeon 2 Goldcrest 7
Collared Dove -(L) Spotted Flyeatcher (1)
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1 Pied Flycatcher 1
Swallow 29 Coal Tit 2 (1)
House Martin 11 Blue Tit 116 (137)
Meadow Pipit 4 Great Tit 30 (32)
Pied Wagtail 2 Treecreeper 1
Dipper 19 Magpie [
Wren 26 Starling - (o)
Dunnock 47 {4) Tree Sparrow 12
Robin 68 (3) Chaffinch 33
Whinchat ] Greenfinch 241 (15)
Ring Ouzel B Goldfinch 1
Blackbird 33 (@) l.innet 2
Song Thrush 9(2) Redpall 7
Mistle Thrush 8 (1) Butifinch 4
Sedge Warbler 1 Reed Bunting 15
Garden Warbler 3 JOTAL 960 (212)
GRAND TQTAL 1172

M.L. Denton
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LOCAL RETRAPS AND RECOVERIES

In Huddersfield the majority of birds are ringed in places that are accessibie to the
public, so it is not surprising that a number of 'local' bird are found: eq. dead on
coad, killed by cat ete,

Large numbers of retraps sre also bandled, same, many years after ringing; these
are tabulated below, The top lines show the approxirmate period between ringing
and either retrap (table 1) or death (table 2). The figures show the number of

individuals retrapped or found dead near their place aof ringing.

Table 1 - Retraps

DUNNOCK

ROBIN
BlL.ACKBIRD
WILLOW WARBLER
BLUE TIT

GREAT TIT
CHAFFINCH
GREENIINCH

Table 2 - Recoveries

BLACKBIRD

WILLOW WARBLER

1yr

lyr

Zyrs 3 yrs
2
1
1
1
L
2
2yrs Total
1 }
1
2
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