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THE viek PRESIDENTS' RBPVORT FOR 1978

At 1he end of the year, our Secretary, Brian Armitage, announced his

wish tn rotire {rom the post and T take this opportunity of thankiug

Bim for providing us with two gseasons of excellent meetings, rot the

least of which was an eatertaining evening spent examining bird

specimeny from the Tolson Moguem collection, We alsn learned something

nf the prnblems of eatablighing and vunning a rescrve btrom Steve Warburton
of the Yorknhire Naturalists' Trust and the work of an RSFR Invastigations
Officer from Peter Newhery.

Dur evening meetinge ware apain held at Ravensknowle and we thank

Mr Aubrook and hin atnff for their continued assistance. The hide

at Blackmoorfoot Rescrvoir was vinited on 347 days dumiiang the year

and the rvinging activities continued. We look forward tn continuiug help
from the Yorkehire Water Authority which is wnder pragssure to opeu-un
thrir reservoir surrounds to the geneval public. Onece again, many
newmbhera have viaited Bretton Park, therchy taking advantage ol the sprcial
permits issved by the Reperve Management Comnittee.

The streapth of the fatconry iaterests in the Hudderalield area was
brought home to many members as a resnlt of the attempted theft of youny
Meriine from a site doring July. 1t is vealised by many mrmbers that

one cannot be over-cautioon tegarding the revelation nf inforwation

on Schedele I specirs, particularly birds of prey, nuen thoogh many others
nukside our club may nlrcady possess some knowledge, Specics lirted

under Schedule 1 of the Protection of Birds Acts (12354-67) are afforied
rprcial protection, even {rom diskturbance, at all timem. ‘The anly

wige policy when dealing with strangers is to remain gniet.

Donald Haiph apain organised an excellent series af field antiugs

which require adequate aupport if they are to contimewe being successful.
Tom Cantwell has done an excellent job as Treasurer and I hepe that
mrmberes will eonlinue to make hir task easy and pleasant.

Finally, I thank all other committee members for their help, particutarly
on the night ol the public film-ahow at Venn Street, in aid

of the Yorkshire Naturaliats' Trust, and thank club mephers, nld and new,
far their continued support.

John F Dale

PRODUCTION OF THE REFORT

gonr Secretary Four 1979, Derick Watson, has piven considevable
ansistance with the production of this report and is resposaible
for the new and more attractive layont, as well as having
contributed all the illustrations



TOM TROST

With profound sorrow, members learnad of the death, in Marcl, of our
President, Tom Frosit, afuer enduring a long and painful illness with
courage and fortitnde.

This was his eecand period in office and the active nalure of our club
ia in no amall way dve to his efforts. Always fivat on the scene with
help and encouragement whenever anyone needed it, Tom was parkicalarly
concerned with assisting younger and less expericnced members to develop
their iuterest and knowledge. He and Peony were mainstays of Club
outings and Tom's quiet cheerfulness will be sadly missed by those

who enjoyed his compauy.

A wan of varied and considerable achievements, Tom Frost's professional
skillg as a teading dentist in the town were preatly appreciated

by the many people whom he helped in this capacity over the yrirs.

The esteem in which te was held rationally among his colleapues is
demonstrated hy the fact that he was elected to high office in srveral
professional institutions.

Tom welcomed the challenge presented by new Fields of endcavour.

fliy pioneer work in the development of hypnotism for dentists led him
to write the firgl British textbook on the subject.

e also gained recognition as a film-maker and hia award-winning filw
about Huddersfield is now in the possession of the Borough.

In recent years he was an active member of the Wildlife Recording Society
and many of uws will recall with pleasure, not only the excellence

of his rapes of wild-bird songs, but alao the enthusiaswm and wit,
tempered by modesty, with which he introduced the results of his efforts
to ue at Ciub Evenings.

In addition to these echievements, Tom was a world-authority on Shelfield
Plate, a subject on which he lectured widely in this country and the USA.
lle was the author of a standard reference book and a valuers’' guide

on the subject. An ardent and discriminating collector of Sheffield Tlate,
his books were illustrated with examples from his owa fine collection.

Haviong recently removed to Almondbury, Tom and Penny cxpended much time
and effort creating oneof the must attractive bird-gardens in the district
The imaginative sympathy which Tom displayed when he shared the pleasure
of this with bis fricnds waz typical of the man. Many of us are

grateful to Towm and Penny for happy hours spent at their hone enjoying
splendid views of Girat Sported Woodpeckers and free-flying Parakeetrs.

The occasional articles on birds which Tom wrote for pubhlication are anather,
albeit little-known, facet of his activities thich he deaxly hoped
to develop after his planned retjrement.

Those of ug who were priviledged tao know him share a decp sense of peraonal
fose, wiiilst birdwatching as a whole in Hudderafield has been impoverished
by the death of a man whoee kindnesn and modesty were endearing and whose
enthusiasm was so inlectious.

¥
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NOTES ON FTHE CLASSIFIED LIST

A tetal of 175 species were observed during the year, incloding two

which were new to the area. Thease were Ruddy Shelduck, which was
probably not of wild origin, and Wilson's Phalarope, which, unforbunately,
was only seen by a few ohsetvers. Other species, in 1978, vhich have

been seen on no more than four previour pccasiona were Slavonian Grebe,
Shag, White Stork, White-[ronted Goose, Ruddy Duck, Stone Curlew,

Purple Sandpiper and Arctic Skua.

Wader parsape was heavier than io 1977 and =nme sprcirs were seen
mare frequeontly than in any previoua year.

Although Lesser Spotled Woodpecker probably hreeds somewhere in the
area annually, it has rarely been proven and it was grarilying to have
attequate prool of a pair at Hey Wood, After several succesaful years,
Stentechats have disappeared again, although they continue to ocour

as passagr and winler visitoea. The appearance of two Rlack Redstarcta
in the town centre lines-up with the expansion of this spreies in
Sheffield and Mull in recent yrars,

Finrh fleocks ol hoth regident and visiting species were much reduced
and it will be of interest to compare records in opur area with thoae
elsewhere in Yorkshire,

Stephen Ney kindly summarised all the records from the Blackmeorfoot
log and Paul Bray, Michael Denton and Donald Sykes once again assisted
by giving their views on the few 'Mifficult' records recieved.

The list follews the nequence and soientilic nomenclature of

Professor Dr K W Vnons (1977, List of Recent Mnlarctie Bird Species)

which has been adopted hy "British Birds" mapazine, the Rritinh Trust

for Orpithology and the Yorkshire Naturalista' tlnion for their publications
from 1978,

John F Dale

Recorder
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INTRODUCTTLON 'TO THE CLASSIFLIED L1ST FOR 1978

The area wnder consideration consists of Ordinatce Survey ten
kilometre squares SE 00, 01, 11, 20, 21, alnong with parts of
SE 02 and 12, south ol thr Rivers Ryburn and Calder.

As in our last three Annual Reports, the status of each species
ococurriag within the area has been indicabted by onc or more
of the following classifications:-

Resident Brepder
Migranl Breeder
Partial Higrant
Winter Visitar
Passape Visitor

For Lhe breeding spreies, a nunbet eppears in brackets {eltowing
the statement of breeding status which is an estimated level
of breeding abundance, based on the table below:-

1 - 20 pairs per yecar

21 - 100 pairy per year
101 - 500 paice per yedr
501 - 2500 pairn per yeat
2501 or more pairs per year

R L R e

The passage and winter visitors have each been allocated a catepory
stating their degree of frequency of occurreunce, This does not,
however, include the passage visitors which are also migrant
breeders in the area, because of the obvious impnssibility of
separating the passage birds from local breeders, and numbars caunot
be estimated. For pasaage viaitora, the category indicates

the number seen during the year, whereas for winter visitors,

an estimate has been made of the maximum number present in the area
on one day during the year.

Rare 1 ur fewer birds
Scarce 2 - 10 birds
Uncammon 11 - 100 birds
Common 101 - 1000 hirds
Numerous 1001 or more birds

In attempting to estoblish brecding numbers and the number of passape
and winter visitors, particularly in the case of the more common
gpecies, it muat be realised that the fipures are essentially estimates.

Precise localities for records of Schedule 1 species (Protection
of Birds Acts 1954-67) have been kept confidential where it is felt
that publication may lead to harmful disturbance.

Many of the more common breeding species have been listed without further
comment. than an indication of their stetus. For further details

uf these and their habitat prefrrences readers should refer Lo the

1975 Repart.



sted Grebes displaying

Great Cre



CLASSIFIED L1IST 1978

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata
Rare visitor
Blackmoorfuot Reﬁgfygi(: 1 on 16th October (PB)

Fighth tecord for the area

GREAT NORTHERN (MIVER CGavia immer

Rare visitor
lugbirchworth Reservoir:i from lat to 1lth Februnary (CB,JED,et al)
Sixth record for the ares

LITTLE GREHE Tachybaptus ruficollis

Resident breeder (1), uncommon passage and winter visitor

m_Park: Present atl year with weximum of 8 adulte on &th January
g bred
Ingbirchworth Reservoir:Prenent on at least 50 dates from 2nd Warch
to 30th December. Usuvally i or 2,but 5 on 9th October
Royd Moor Reservoir:l pair Erom 23rd April to 3rd October. Single,
striped juveniles in early July and late September
Scout Dike Reservoir: lsolated records in January and March after which
3 pairs bred, rearing at least 8 young. Maximum of 17 on 24th Aupust
and lst September and 4 still present on 17th December
Singles at uther waters ar follows: Blackmoorfoot Reservoir (7th to 9th
September), Gunthwaite Dam {up to S5th March and Erom 22nd April to
7th September on 6 dates), Elland 6.f, {30th December} and Ringstone
Edge Reservoir (30th November)

GREAT CRESTED GREBDE Podiceps crigtatus

Resident breeder (1}, uncommon pasaage visitor

Bretton Park: 1 to 2 up to early March, when an influx cccurred which
peaked at 1B from 26th to 30th Marclh, then down to 12 by 1lth April

2 pairs reared 3 young. 2 present to at least 17th Decenber

Ingbirchworth Reserveir: ! on l4th February, then 2 or more from 4th March
to 26th Hovember,with maximum of 10 on 3lst May and 1 remained to

10th December. 3 pairs were building in late April. Oue pair abandoned
when watec-level fell and another pair had nest and rggs destroyed

in marly June. A flying juvenile was present with nrn adult on 16th July.

on 7th September. HMaximum of 13 adelts on 14th Jurme. 3 paits rrared

9 young.

Blackmoorfoot Heservoir:1-2 on 22 dates from Z7th February to Rth Decemher,

Flsewhere mingles, unless otherwise statrd, at the following waters:-

Etland G.P. (Ist to 12th January, l0Oth to llth March, 30th April to 2ad May,
19tl: July), Broadstones Reserveir (12th March), Scammonden Dam (27th March),




Royd Moor Reservoir (7 on 16th April, sinples on 0th May, 29th July,
lat October) and Ringstone Fdpge Reservoir (27rd May, 20th July, & on
76th July aud 1 on 7th October)

SLAVONIAN GREDE Podicepa auritus

Rare visitor
Royd Hoor Reservoir: | on Ist October (Ji.FOR)

Third record for the area.

BLACK-NECKED GREBF. Podiceps nigricenilis

Rare vieitor
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir: } from 12th ko 27nd August (PDR.MLD.et al)

GREAT MORFHERN DOTWE R IN WINTER PLUMALE



EEEQT?B£¢£§ Phalacracarax carbo

Scarce - unconmon passage and winter visitor

For the third successive year, an increased number of sightings which,
from 1959 to 1975 had been at the average of only just above 2 per year.
Blackmoorfovt Reservoir: 1 roosted on the north overflow from l4th to 21st
January. Singles on 4th and 2Z3rd May, 9th July, lath, 17th and 27th
September and 21st Qctober.

Crostand Hikl: Singles Flying N on 19th January and E on 9th Septemher.
Scammonden Dam: ! on 18th January.

Ingbirchuorth Reservoir:l cn 19th Junc,

SHAG  Phialacrocorax aristotelis

Rate visitor
Elland G.P: 1 en 20th January (JIW)
Third record for the area

GPREY HKRON Ardea cinerea

Uncommon - common passage and winter vigitor. las attempted breeding.
1978 ghowed a return to the increased number of rightings which have

been typical since 1974, after a moderate year in 1977. Improved observer
coverage ie undoubtedly affecting the figures.

Sightings at over 30 Jocalities, the most regutar being Gunthwaite Dam
(singles on 118 days. but 3 on 10th September and 30th Cctober);
Ingbirchworth Reservoir (at least &1 days with maxima of 6 on 29th June
and 7 on t0th Augost); Royd Moor Reservoir (9 on 29th July and 7 on 4th
Avgust}; Scout Dike Reservoir; Bretton Park (over 30 days, with up ta

A in Avguet) and Blackmoorfoor Reservoir (17 bird-days) where 6 unidentified
"hervns' flew west on 11th July.

WHITE STORK Ciconie ciconia
Rare visitor

Oor at Greenfield on 7th April eventuvally flew E over Chew Valley (MC)
Second record for the arca,

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Resident breeder (1)

Present throupghout the year at Elland G.¥, (1-2); Birds Fdge (2 pair);

Denby Dale (1-3); Gunthwaite Dam (1-2}; near lolmEirth (a3 paiv); Cannon Hall;
Bretton Park (1-3); and at Scout Dike (2 on lst March omly).



EEE}CK'S_EHﬂﬂ Cygnua columbianug

Uncommen winter vigitor
am 1 on 10th March
Reservoir 5 on 9th Hovember

Additional records for 1977

Inghicchworth Reservoir 17 on lat January
Langsett Reservoir 6 on 5th and 6ch November

WHUOFER SWAH Cypnus cygnus

mcomnon winter visitor
Scont Reservoir 2 on lst March

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE  Anser brachyrynchus

Passage visitor, uncommon-cuommon

Skeins of thig species and unidentified 'grey' peese (marked v}
wmostly fiying westwards am follows:-

January - Langsett 38 (E) on 2nd*, 28 and 32 on 7th

Cawthorne 34 on 3rd; Mouut 28 an Sth;  Rlackmonrfoot 16 and 53
on 7th*; Dawsbury S.F. 5% on 7th: Bretton Park 3 and 54 on Brh.
Yateholme 65 on Bth*

February - Cooper Bridge 23 on 11th.

April - Blackmoorfeot 1 on 17th.

November - Ringstone Edge 70 on 1lth.

Becember - Winncar 73 on lAth¥*: Lindley Moor 75 on 180

WILTE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons

Rare visitor
Rretton Park  (me from 10th Novembher to 17th lDecember.

Second record for the area.
R.B. The origin of this and other records of single and somrtimes
two geese of this apecies and also Pink- [ooted, Grey-lag and
Barnacle Geese must be guspect due to the large number of releases
in Northern England at present. Tlhiey are however pihlished to
maintain a completr record.

CREYLAG GUOSE  Anser anser

Uncommon passage visitor
Rretton Park. One Ffram Ist tn Bth January.
A skein df about 170 SW aver Lowerhauses on L3th December,



CANARA GOOSF  Braunta canadenbis

Resident breeder (1) and partial migrant.

Bretton Park Flock maxima of 129 on 29rh JSanvary and 165 on 3lst
December.

At ieast 42 poslings on Jlat May.

Cannon Hall Up to 6 including a wary bird on 26th February carrying
a B.T.0. ring and a yellow ring

Blackmoorfoot Reserveir 2 on 13th May; 1 on Sth, 2 on 10th and

7 on 13th June, and 1 aL Elland G.P. on 4th May.

BARNACLE COOSE Branta leucopsis

Rare visitor.
One at Bretton Park on l4th June.

RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadurna Ferruginea

Rare visitor.

One mwale at Bretton Park on 22nd July (R.L.) First record for

the area.

Probably of eacape origin as introduced hirds have bred in thr Comty.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

Passage and winter visitor, umcommon-common.

Continues to occur with increasing frequency. A record oumber of

23 szightings involving 75 bivde in 1977 has been exceeded with
probably 38 separate records involving at teast 156 birds in 1978.
Blackmoorfoot Reserveir 1 on l4th and 15th January; 4 on lat and

22 on Ath February, 5 ou 7th, 1 on 19th and 21st and 2 on 25th March;
2 on 16th April; 3 on 10th May; 2 on 8th July; 1 on 19th, 2 an 26th
and 29th and 7 on 27th August; 5 on 17th, 1 on 18th and 2 an 27th
September; 8 om 2lst and 4 on 29th November and 11 on 2%th December.

Baitings Reservoir 7 on 18th March.
Ringatone Edge Regervoir 3 on 16th April; 2 on 28th and 3 on 29th

August; ! on Llst and 2 from 2nd to 15th and 3 on 16th September.
Bretton Park 7 on 16th Aprii and ! on 2lst December.

iﬁggirchwurth Reservoir 4 om 24th Janvary; 2 on 8th July; 7 on 25th

August; 15 on 12th September and ) on 5th November.
Rroadgtones Reservoir 3 flying S. on 15th May.
Beer Hill Reservoir 2 on 8tk July.

Royd Moor Reservoir 6 om 26th August.
Scout Dike Reservoir 3 on 30th Deceunber.
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WIGEQOH  Anas peaclope

Common passage and wionlker visitor.

Blackmoor fvot RP‘Iorwnr 3 dates 4th January to 12th March (1. 9 and
10Y and regolar from 71st August to 1Bth Decenbuetr with maxima of A0
on 6th September, 1% on 30th November and 22 on 9th Docember,
Bretiton Park December enly with 4 on 4th plus 27 late in the day
then 2 from 6th to 21st and | on 30th.

Langsett Reservoir 2 on Zlst February.

Deer Bill Regervoir 6 on 19th March and B on Gth September.

ﬂroadstoneﬁ RL%crvolr 9 on 7th September.

Gunthualto Dam During September 6 on 7th, 26 on 20th and 3 on 21at.

Rl"&ﬁEHEEAEQSC Reserveoir. 2 on 3rd, 6 on Bth and 2 on 25th Septeuber.
2 on lat, ZBth and 29th October.

gngbjtchuorth Reserveoir 7 on 28th August: 3 on 7th and 7 on 20th
Septenber; 1 - 5 from fAth Lo 12th November and 4 on 26th; 6 - R
from 5th to 7th December then 16 from 9th to 11th with wp to 8 o
L7th and 6 on 25th.

Royd Moor Reservoir 2 on 3rd Octpober; 2 on 12th and 7 on 76th
November and 10 on 17th and 6 an 25th December.

GADWELL  Anas strepera
Scarce pasnage and winter visitor.
Bretton Park 1 on 13ch and 24th Septembery ! oon 1Ath and 2 on 77nd

and 28th Uctober and 1 on Sth and 12th November.
Ekigkmpqiigqpuggﬂgﬁyygf 5 on Hth Necember.

TEAL Anar crecra,

Resident breeder (1) and common passape and winter visitor.

Single paira with young at Rlack Hoss in June aud Rishwarth Moor in
July

Occurred at 15 waters and 7 of them [requently which bad maxima as
follows:- Bretton Park 13 on 2nd January; Riugstone Fdge Heservoir
318 on 29th Avgost and 24 on 8th Octoler; Gunthwaite Jlam 13 and Denr
Hill Reservoir 1B on 6th Seprember; Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 54 and
Toghbirchworth Reservoir 37 on 7th Septemher; and Rnyd Moor Reservoir
{3 and Scammonden Dam 17 on 26th December.

MALLARD  Anas platyhyochos

Resident breeder (2-3) and common winter visitor.

Maximum counks:- Rlackmoorfoot Reservoir 81 on ?1st January and

84 on hth and 26th December; Bretton Park 192 on I9th Fehruary and
220 on 9th Necember; Rovd Moor Reservoir 73 on !5th Novemher;
Langsett Reservoir 166 on 12th November; Tnghirchworth Reservnir
71 bn 2nd and Dovestones Reservoir 100 ou 24th December.
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ElﬂTAIL fAnas acuta

Uncommon passage and winter visitor

Elland ¢.P. 1 from 7th .lanuary to 15th Harch and 1 on 15th April.
Ringstone Edpe Reservoir 1 on !Bth March and 3 on 3rd September.
Ingbirchworth Regervoir 1 on 29th July.

Blackmoor foot Resetvolir 13 on 6th: 1 an 7ty 5 on 19th and 4 on

2lst September; 1 oo lat, Ird, Bth and 6 on 12th October.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata

Uwcommon passage and wintcr visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 2 on 31st March: 7 on 26th July; 3 on

Beh; 1 on 10th; 3 on 12th aad 7 on 19th August aad 1 on 11th Getober.
Bretton Park 1 on 28th and 30th March: 3 on 16th April; aiogles on
20th August, 13th September and i5th Ostober, and ] on 12th and 2 on
25th and 26th November and Hth NDecember.

Gunthwaite Dam i on 2nd and 2 on 9th and 12th April, 1 on 2%th and
Jlst July; | on lst, 7th. 8th and 1lth August.

Laghirchworth Reservoir 2 onm 9th April; 7 on 19th Auguat and 2 on
%th and 20th September.

Scout Dike Reservoir 1 on 18th June.

Royd Mooy Regervoir 7 on 19th Auguat

POCHARD  Aythya ferina,

Common passage and winter visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir Small numbers to 12th March and from 2nd
July, with s maximum of 36 on 26th July.

Bretton Park  Regular up to 22nd April and from 19th July with low
maxima of 25 on 1st January and 20 on 22nd November.

Elland G.P. Winter flock remzined to 4th March and built up from
77¢h October and had maximz of 46 on 18th January and 49 on J0th
December .

Inghirchworth Reservoir  From lGth February to 28th April with a3
maximom of 30 on 3xd Match. fFrom 11th to 2Bth Suly and 22nd
September to the year end with a maximum of 39 on 19th November,
Scout Dike Reservoir ! to 4 Jaonuary and March with 28 on 21st
February, 5 on 22nd July and 34 an 15th Novembert.

Smaller numbers on 7 other watera mostly on 1 or 2 paire only,

17 ar Cupwith Reservoir oo 4th March was unusual for this locality.

12



TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula

Resident breeder (1}, common passage and winter visitor.

Broods of 7 and 8 young at Bretton Park during August. and a nest
with B egps at Black Moxs nn 9th tune. Pairs at 4 other localities,
Peak numbers were comparatively low and the [ollowing waters had
maxima of over 20 on one or more datea:-

Blackmoorfoct Reservoir 22 on Sth Janwary and 48 on 17th August.
Bretton Park 53 on lst January; 31 on 22nd April; 32 on Jlth

Ccteber and 25 on 17th December.

Deer Hill Reservoir 23 on 12th July.

Inghlrchqgrth Rosorvolr 45 on 13th July and 32 on Ath Augost.

Haoyd Hoor Reservoir 7729 on 9th September and 20 on Ist oand Yrd October
Rlnpetnne Ldgc Roocrvotr 2?2 on 9th Septenber

SCAUP  Aythya marila

Scarce-uicommon passape and winter visitor.

More recards than in any previous year,

Rlackmoorfoot Reservoir An immalure male on 57 days hetween 19th

January and 9th April, and 3 other singles later on 25th and 76th

July, 10th, 1lth and 16th August tespechively.

Ingbirchworth Reservair Singles on 5th Fehruary and 21st and 23cd
September.

Scout Dike Reservoir 1 on 4th March, and 3 on 28th October and Alh
November.
Baitings Reservoir 2 on 19th August.

Rlngftone Ed&p Rvsorvulr L on lat and 2 on 9th Septenber and I [rom

Z7th Novembet to I6th December.
Broad«tones Reservoxr 2 an 23rd October.

Elland'_ P 7 from 10th to 79th December.

_COMMON SCOYER Melanitta nigra

Searce to uncommon passage vieitor.
Deer Hill Reservoir 1 on 3lst April.

Elland G.T. 1 from S5th to 8th Hay.
Ingblrchworth Reservoir  Singles on Rth and 19th July

Ringatoene Ldgc geugrvolr and Black Mosa

Bfnnkmunr[qut Rcsvrvolr 3 on Bth, 1 on 9th and l&th Auguet and 2

on 2nd Uctober.

(]UI.DEHEYE Bucephala clangila

Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir Present up to 28th April (1) and from 18th.
Octaber (). HMaxima of 11 on 10th Harch and 10 on 5th Novembor.
Inpbirchworth Rescrvoir Present up to 17th May (1) and from 20th
Oetober (1) with a maxima of 8 on 7th April.

1 - 4 at 15 other watera both early and late in the year with 6 at

Deer Hill Reservoir on {2th November.

13



RED-DREASUSD MERGANSER Mergus sercator

Scarce visitor.

Blackmoarfvot Reservoir 1 'redhead’ on 25th Inly (M.L.B.) aad 2
on 3rd October (P.B.)

Ingbicchworth Reservoir 2 ovechead on 26th November were either nf
this species or the next (C.E.A.)

GOOSANDER Merpus mecrganser

Scarce-uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Jogbirchworth Reservoir 5 on Gth and 2 on l4th March.
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1 on 28th April;, 1 on lst and 8 on 17th
October, and aingles on S5th, 9th and 26th November.
Scammeonden Dam 1 from 10th to Y6th December.

RUDDY DUCK Oxyira jamaicensis
Rare visitor.

Blackmoor foot Reservoir 1 female on 18th August (M.L.M. et al}
Bretton Park I male and L female on 13th SepLember (R.L., R.J.K.)
Second and third records for the area.

HEN IARRIER  Circu Cyaneus

Rare winter and paseage vieitor,

Singles on moors wert ot Winscar en 7Lh January and on 9th, 10th,
1/th and 26th December and on Slaithwaite Moor on 10th and 16th
Decembrr. (P.G., J.HE.D. et al).

GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis

Rare visitor
Sightings at aeveral localities during the winter months

Resident breedex (1)

A further increase in the totat number of sightings. At least 3
pairs bred one of which reared 2 young. Pairs probably bred at

# other mites. Outside the brreding season individuals were uoted
at every well watched locality.

K_li,E.lEIi Falco tinnunculua

Resident breeder (2)

Observed in all types of habitat throught the area including
Nuddersfield town centre

Breeding proved for only 6 pairs of which 3 pairs rteared 5, 4 and 3
young respectively. Almost certaindy bred at 12 other sites.
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MERLIN Falco Columbarius

Resident breeder (1)

Of 4 pairs which bred 2 pairs rach reared 2 young, a thitd pair
failed, and the results at the feurth site are not known.
Sightings at 12 localities outride the breeding season including
30 bird days at Blackmuorfoot Reservoir between 30Lh July and
25th November.

_IIEI}_{E Faleo subbuteo

Rare visitor.
One flying over Beutley Spring Woods on 2let May (J.E. & $.M.D.)
Seventh record for the area

PEREGHRINE Falco peregrinus

Rare viaitor.

One flying 5.4, at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on l6th June (P.D.B.).

At least the fifth record of this species in that locality in receat
years, and posgihly all may be of falcomers' birds.

RED GROUSE Lagopue lagopus

Resident breeder (3)

BLACK GROUSE Tetrao tetrix

Rare visitor.
Rumours of sightings that could pot be confirmed were reported for the
third time in four years.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Resident breeder (1)

Positive evidence of breeding of this specier near Ingbirchwoerth in
1976 hae been received from a reliable local farmer.

In the New Hall and Midgley districts 5 on !5th Jaouary, 8 on 5th
and 4 on 2lst Fehrunary. At Netherton, near Horbury 2 on 12th March
and at Horbury 1 ou 17th May. Near High Hoyland 9 on l4th January.
4 on 25th February, ! on 5th Harch and on 2Z5th May. In the
Inghirchworth area 1 on 22nd April, 2 on 12th November, 3 on 9th
December and singles on 3 other days.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix

Resident breeder (2)

An increased number of rveports from over 20 differcnt sites.
Breeding proved in the Gunthwaite and Bretton areas. The largest
covey was one of I5 near Emley on 15th January. At Blackmoorfoot
Resnrvoir up to 9 fed on the W. bank between 24th October and Sth
November.
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PUEASANT Phasianus cnlchicus

Renident breeder (2}

Because of Lhe larpely artificial status of this species litble
purpose is served in publishing records, buet it is likely that the
introduced population is considerably higher that indicated ahove.

WATRR R.@_Il.‘ Rallus aguaticus

Scatce-uncommon winter visitor.
Bretton Park Singles on 4 days in Januaty; 4 in March: 3 in April
to 1lth; ! in Octeber; 4 in Novenber with 2 on Sth and Z4th, and

! in Dececobrr with ? on Jrd,

Eiland G,P. U on I4th January, 3 on l4th October and 1 na several

days to the year en.

MOORHEN Gallinula chleropus

Resident breeder {1)

COOT  Fulica atra

Reaident breeder (2} and common winter vinitor.

Rretton Park Winter maxima were lower than uvsva! with 64 on 12th
Februaty and 42 on 6th December.  Several pairvs bred but tull
details nat yet available. Thin species is the subject of a
specinl study by Richard Lumb who is carrying out his research at
Bretton Park.
logbivchworth Reservoir Fresent all the year. 8 young reated from 3
broods.

Also bred at Scout Dike Reservoir (2 pairs) and at Royd Moor
Reservoir (1 pair) I - 4 at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir throughout

the year. Conthwaite Dam had 1 repularly and 4 on 12th #avch. 50
were on tiverside grassland at Cannon Hall on 1Bth February.

Ftland G.P. had 2 up to l4th April and up to 7 from 29th October.

OYSTERCATCIER flacmatopus ostralegus

Uncommon passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir HMore records than in any previous year.
17on 22nd Hay; 1 on L6th and 19th, 2 on 21at and 24th Joly;

3 on 8th, 2 on 9th and 13th, 1 on 15th and 2 on 24th August;

3 ou 2nd, 1 on 1L3th and 2 on 16th Septemher; singles on lst October
and vn 25th and 26th November.

Rivgstone Edge Regervoir 1 on 23rd May and 34 on 28th August.
Scarmonden Dam 2 on 27th August.

Ossett 1 flying E. on 13th Septemher.
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Stone-curlew
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STONE CURLEW Burhinus eoedicnemus

Rare wvisitar.

One at Blackmoorfovot Reservair on 7th Augnat for 3% houes {J.E.D.
et al)

First record for the reservoir and fourth for the arvpa.

LITILE RINGED PLOVER Chacadrive dubins

Scarce summer amil passage visitor that has bred occazionally.

One pair Eirst seen on 1Bth June laid 4 egga but had abandoned

the nest by 8th July. A third adult was present with the breesding
pair for ahout a weck. :

Blackmoorfeot Reservoir 2 on 5rh. Bth, 9th; 1 on 10th and 2 on
Fist July-

RINGED FLOVER Charadriua hiacula

Uncommon passage visitor.

Dear Hill Reeervoir 1 on Llth and 2 on 17th July and ) on l4th
and 3 on 16th Angust.

Blackmoor oot Res;rvuu‘ 2 on 26th and 3 on 13st July; asingles on

lst, 6th, Ath, 9th and 13th Avgust and 6 on Llth, 2 on (3Ith, 13 on
22nd. 2 on 27th and 10 on 28th August; 3 on 9th September and 1 on lat
Qctaber.

Ringatone Edge Reservoir  Singles oo 231rd and 25th July and on 3rd,
13th and 22Znd Awgust.

GULDEN PLUVER Pluvialis apricaria

Migrant breeder (2 - 3) and common numergus passape and winter
visitor.

The flock at New Hall bad a meximum of 750 ov 5th February and

400 "Northern' birds were near Flockton on lst May.

At Ringstone Fdge a Elock of 'Northern' birds had peaks of 75

on 27th March and 650 on 22Znd April.

Bred at Rishworth Moor, Slaithwaite Moor, Wessenden llead Moss,
Meltham Moor and Withens Moor,

The late summer build up was leas marked than in 1977 - ne {lock

of more than 250 being nored. Approaching auturm and winter numhers
inereased with 400 at Blackmearfool Reservoir on lst September,

I at Broadstones on 9th September and 28th Nuvember, 400 at Hew
Hall on 22nd tctnbher and 693 on l0Lh December; 400 at Ringstone Fdge
on 22nd October and at Grange Moor on 25th Novembher.

GREY PLOVER TPluvialis aquatarola

Scarce passage visitor.
BlacknoorFoot Reserveoir Singles on Sth, l4th and 78th August;

T on 17th and 2 on 29th September and 1 on 1Bth October
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Leucistic Grey Plover
(Blackmoorfoot Reservair)
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LAPWING Vanellus vanellus

Resident/migrant breeder (3} and numerous passage and winter visitor.
Larpent rarly flocks were ol 400 near Bretton on lst January aud

500 at Mew Hall on 25th Februarvy. Sumancr Elock of 400 at Ringstone
Edpe on 28th July and 400 at Ingbirchworth and 500 at Royd Hoor on
29th July. Up to 1,500 at l[ogbirchworth during Auvgust; 1,000 at
Blackmoor foot Reservoir on lst, 500 at Ringstone Fdge on #4th Srptember.
By NDecemher flocks were much reducrd, with 200 at Grange Moor on lith,
and no more than 100 each at New Hall, Inghirchworth. Cawthorne and
Ringstone Fdge.

¥NOT Catlidris canutus

Scarce passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1 wn lst, 9 and 2 separalely on 17th and 1
an 2 7th 'i\lﬁ{.ch_;?d“ T on 28th Septemher,

Ingbirchworth Herervoir | on 28th Aoguat,

SANDERLING Calidris alba

Scarce passage visitor.

Deer Hill Reservoir 1 on 29th April; 1 on 18th and 2 on 19th July,
and from Bleckmoorfoot Reservoir 3 on 4th and I on lath Aupust.
Blackmoor{oot Reservoir 3 on 19th July; 1 oun lat and 2ud, 3 on 4th,
1 on !4th, 2 on 220d and 1 on 28th August and 2 on 29th and 1 on 30th
September.

LITILE STINT Calidris minuta

Scarce passage visitor.
Blackmoor foot Reservoir 1 Erom Sth to Bth and 2 from 9rh ro llth,

1 on 15th, 2 on l6th and 1 on l7th September.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferrupinea

Scatce passage visitor.

B]ackmoor foot Reservoir 7 on 7th September for 25 minutes (R.J.W.)
and 3 scparately on 291th Septrmber (P.1.B.)

Ingbirchworth Reservoir 12 on 30th September (P.D.B., §.H.)

PURFLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima

Rarc passage visitor.
One at Deer Hill Reservoir on 2nd September (1.P.)
Fourth record for the arera.
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DUNLIN Calidris Alpina

Migrant breeder (2), uocommon pasaage and winter visitor.

The first gingles were at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on 28th March and
16th April with a more general arrival in late April. Late rrcords
inciuded 3 at Tungbirchworth Reservoir and 2 at Royd Moor Reservoir
on !2th Novenber, and ! at Blackmoorfonot Reservoir on 8th December.
On 25th Hovember which was the first cold day and marked the
commencement of 2 swevere winter, a westerly movement was noted over
the area. During that day 164 passed over Blackmoorfaot Reservoir,
and partive of 7 at Ingbirchworth Reservoir and 15 at Cnwthorne

weree flying west.

RUFF Philomachius pugnax

Scarce paskape visitor

Hore records than in any previous year.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 2 on 19th July; during August 7 on -8th
i“on 19th, 2 on 20th, then singles to 26th, & on 27th, 6 on 28th

5 oo 29th and 1 on 31st; during September 1 on 3Ird and 4th, 3 on
12th, 1 on 16th, 17th and 26th.

Ringstone Edge Reservoir 1 on 25th July.

Neer Mill Rescrvoir T on I0th August.

Ingbirchworth Reservoir Singlesa on 23rd and from 26th to 729th and on
3ist August and on Zlst October.

Whitley Common 1 landed briefly on 21st October before tlying NHW.

JACK SNIPE Lymrocryptes minimus

Scarce passage and winter vigitor.

Eiland G.P. 1 ta 2 from 7th Jauvary to 7th April and | on Z6th
November .

Dewsbury S.F. ] on 7th Janunary.

Gunthwaite 1 on 19th February

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir .Singles on 17th Februeary and 23rd December.
Scouk Dike Heservoir 1 on 5th March

Ringstone Edge Reserveir 1 oo 4th Novenber.

SREIPE  Callinago gallinago

Rerident breeder (3), common passage and winter vimsitor.

Maxima during the autumm at regular feeding sites were as follows:-
Ingbirchworth Reservoir  10% on 12th October and 88 on 1Bth November.
Scout Dike Reservoir 56 on 21lst October

Ringstone Edge Reservoir 45 on 29th October.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 82 on 2nd November

gqu_ﬁggf_gfanvglj "2 on Sth November.
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?9995995 Scvolopax rusticela

Hesideut hreeder (7)) and uncommon wintey viaitar,

An increascd number of observations of yoding birds in more localities
than usual suggests that more than 20 pairs may breed in the area.
Localities inclurded Stocks Moor, Bullcliffe, Rretton Park, West
Bretton, Cawthorue. Gunthwaite, Thunderbridge, Yatcholme and Fulahaw.

BLACK-TALLED GODWIT Limosa limosa

Rare passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reserveir 0u 19th July 3 cawe in at 19.75 hra. and
eventually left to SW at _B.10 hrs. and 5 [lew W at 17.730 hra.
(R.J.W., J.R.)

Ringstone Fdge Reservoir 2 on 29th Suly (D.J.8.)

BAR-TAILED GOPWIT Limasa lapponica

Scarce passage visitor.

More records than in any previous year,

Daer Hill Reservoir 15 flew SW on L5th July.

Blackmoor{oot Reservoir  Singles on 22nd, 27th and 30th July; 2 on
7Znd and { on 28th and 29th Avgust; 7 on 7th, 2 ou Bth and 1 an
29th September and 1 on 25th November.

Ringstone Edge Reservoir 1 on 26th July and 2 on 4th Qctober.

WHIHBREL MNumenius phaeopus

Scarce-uncommon passapge visitor.

More records than in any previous year.

Langsett Reservoir ! on Jrd May .

Blackmoor foot Reservoir Singles on 10th and 17th Hay, 28th aad JOth
July; and in Aupust on 12th, 15th and 16th. On 20th August 12 flew &
attd I W and 22nd 19 arrived at 12.27 hra. then flew § ar 13.14 hra. and
on 26th parties of Il and B flew N and NE. 2 on 7th September

(ugw1th Reservoir 1 on L3th May and 1 on 6th August.

Ringstone Ldg? "Reservoir. 1 on 29th July,

Dalton 1 heard overhead nn 21ac Aupgust.

CURLEW Numenius arguata

Migrant hreeder (2) and common passage visitor.

First 1 at Blackmoorfoot Reserveiv on 18th Febroary rhen 5 at Black
Moss on 4th March after which from & to 11 at six localities between
5th and 1Lith. A flock of 26 remained near Ingbirchworth frowm 18th
Hatrch to 8ch April. Move than usual remained in lowland area during
Hay and June. There were 2 al Brettbon and 2 at Cawthorne and % near
Gunthwaite

More than usual rewained in lowland arecas during Hay and June.

There were 2 at Bretton and 2 at Cawthorne and 4 near Cunthwaite.
Bred in moorland loralitirs as usual with at least 6 pairs west ol
Winscar. At Blackmoorfool Reservoir 1B on 27th Anpust was the
maximum and the last 1 occurred on 25th September.
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SPOTYED REDSIANK Tringa erythropus

Scarce passape vigitor.

Blackmuot foot Reservuit 3 on 18th and 1 on 30th July; ! on 20th
August and I flying NE, calling, on 10th December (M.L.D.)
Ringstone Fdge Reservoir 2 on 26th Augnet and 1 on llth September
Scout Dike Reservoir 4 flew NW on 7th Septemher.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus

Migrant breeder (2) and vocommon passage visitor.

Wintered in the Horbury Wyke area with up to 6 {rom Junuary to
March and 1 to 2 during December. Returned to breeding area
between 1lth March and early April.

3 ab Blackmoorfoot on llth Decewmber and 1 over Bretton Park om 2)3rd.

GREERSHANR  Tringa asbularia

Uncommon passage visitor.

Elland G.P. 1 on 27th May and 1 on [9th Avgust.

Blackmnorfuut Reservoir 1 to 3 on 18 deys betwern 15th July
and 29th ﬂeptembor

Ingbirchworth Reservoir 1 to & on 34 days Letween 29th July and
15th September, and a3 maximm of 5 on 27th August.

Ringstone Edge Heservoir Singles on 29th July and 12th aud 131h
August.

Deer Hill Reservoir 1 on 9th. 5 on 18th and 2 on 70th Angust.
Scout Dike Reservaoir 1 on LOth September

GREEH SANDPIPER  Tringa ochropus

Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Royd Moor Reservoir  Singles on 23rd April and 10th Angust.
Scout DHke Reservoir Singler on 22ud July and 9th September
Blackmoorfinot Reservoir 1 to 2 on 11 days between 27th July toe
9th September. )

Deer Hill Reservoit 1 to 4 on 10 days between 28rh July and

20th Aupust, the maximum of 4 on I1th August.
Jngbirchworth Reservoir  Singles on 29th July and 10th and 24Lh
Augusat.

setvoir. 1 on S5th Avgust.
A 8th October.
1 on 1fth November.

COMHON SANDPIFER  Actitis hypoleucos

Migrant breeder (2) and uncommon paseage visitor.

First 1 ar Bretton Park on Bth April and pext at Wessenden llead
Resetrvoir on 2lst. Last 1 at Blackmoarfoot Reservoir om 9th
October, where there #eren 11 Hh A8tk and 2Rth July.
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Black-headed Gulls
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TURNSTONE Aremaris interpres

Scarce passage vigitor,

Scammonden Dam 1 on 16th May

Elackmourfpaz_ﬁeaervuir ?2 on 27th, 3 on 30th and I on 3lst July,
i.;HEEE?“JK;EG;L; 3 on Tth September, and 7th October 9 circled
the reservoir before {lying E.

Ringstone Edge Reservoir  Singles on 3rd and 6th August and 10th
September.

WILSON'S PHARAROFPE  Phalaropus tricolor

Rare visitor.

One on the River Calder near Dsaett on 26th and 27Lh September
(8.Ladley, D.Senior, A.Frudd)

First record for the area.

ARCTIC SKUA  Stercorarius parasiticus

Rare vimitor.

Dne 1ight phase adult appeared bricfly at Blackmonrfoot Reservoeir
at 12.30 bre. on 5th Septemher (P.D.B.)

Third record for the area.

LITTLE GULL  Laras minutus

Scarce passage visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Reserveir On 22rd April] 12 adults rewained for 10
minutes before flying NE (M.1..D.). 1 immature on {0th May (M.L.D.)
and single adults on 7th August (7.C.)

Ringatone Edpe Reservoir 1 immature on 2nd Auguat (D.!.C.)

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus

Resident breeder (3) 2nd numerous passage and winter visitor.
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir Rooet maxima of 3,500 on 7th January and
4,500 on 16th December.

Ringstone Edge Reservoir 1.600 roosting on 22nd February

At Hlack Moaa over 150 were sitting in late June, and a total of
162 younpg were ringed by early July.

5,_03!}1_(2[!_5:_111._1. Larus caaus

Rumerous winter snd passage viaitor.

Hlighest roost counts at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir were again rather
lower than during the mid-seventiea with 700 on 5th February and 600
on 16th December.
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LESSER Bl..l@_(_}K—BACi{ED G”LI: Larus Fuscus

Numerous passage amd winter viasitor. Non-breeders uceur from Hay
ko July.

Blackmoorfoolt Reservoir For the third succersive year roont nimbers
were moderate with maxima of 110 on 18th Harch, 260 an 14th August
and 254 on 18th October, Individuals showing characteristics of
the Scandinavian race L.F, fuscur occurred on 7th April, 3rd May,
18th September, 6Gth and 1Rth October and Jrd and Ath November.

HBERRING GULL Larus argentatus

Numerous wiater and pasaage vigitor.

The aumbers roosting at Blackmoorfool Regerveir have been much
reduced since the winter of 1976-77, and this year's maxima were
JOO om 7th January and 160 on 16th December.

135 roosted at Ringstone Fdge Reservoir on 7th January.

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides

Scarce winter viaitor.
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1 adult on 24th January (M.L.D.,G.M.Y.)

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hypetboreus

Scaree winlker visgitor.
Blackmoor foot Rcservoxr 1 adult on 13th, 18th and 19th January
(r.p.5" H 1.0 C MY ,T.C. ); a firet winter bird on 28th January
(G.H.Y, ) end dxfferent stngle adults on 79th January (J.E.D.) and
3oth Janvary (P.B.).

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Larus marinus

Common winter visitor.

Blackmoorfoot Regervoir Rovat maxima of 160 on 7th January and 90
on loth December o

Ringstone Fdge Reservoir Ronat maxima of 124 on 7th January aand
80 on 28th December.

KITYIWAKE Riasa tridactyla

Scarce passape visitor.

Blackmont oot Rescrvoir 1 on 20th Janvary and 1 en 15th March.

On 1ith September during a NW gale at least 6, possibly 7, immatures
arrived and remained with the roosting gulls.

1 adult on 29th October.

Ingbirchwerth Reservoxr I adult flew N on 27th March.

Elland G.P. ! adult on Z4th December and 1 fmmakure on 26th.
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GOMMON/ARCTIC FERN  Sterma hirundo/paradisaca

Uncomuon passage visitor.

As in 1977 this was a moderate year for these species.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 'The following were not specifically identified
I on 28th April; 2 oo 29th July; &4 on lst Avgust; 9 on 6th, L on
7th, 2 on %th, 3 on I16th and 3 on 30th Septemher and singles on st

and 28th Uctober. Common Terns identified were 1 onr 13th May; 1 on
8th and 2 on 11th Auguat, and Avrctic Terna identified were 2 oun &4th and
10 on 19th August and 2 oo 9th September.

Bretton Pack 1 on 29th April.

E{land G.T. 2 on 2nd May (Comwon T.) and 1 on Bth July.
Ingbirchworth Reservoir it (of which at least 3 Aretic T.) on 6th
Hay.

Scout Dike Reservoir | an 9th August (Common T.)

Broadstones Reservoir 2 on 7th September {Common T.)

BLACK 'fERN Chlidonias niger

Svarce passage vigitor.

A better than average year for this species.

Scout Dike Reservoir 2 on 29th July and on 7th Septrember.
Blacmoorfoot Reservoir & on 30th July, 1 on 6th and 2 on llth
September and 5 on 1lth and 3 on 12th Octoeber.

Ingbirchworth Reservoir 2 on 11th May and onr 20th August
Ringstone Edge Reservoir Singles on 22nd August and from 9th to
t1th September and Z on 12th.

Additional record for 1377 Gunthwaite 2 on 15th Hay.

STOUK DOVE  Columba oenas

Resident breeder (3) and common winter visitor,
A €lock of about 100 to the W of lngbirchworth on 26th Rovember
wag the only one reported of over 20 birds,

WUOODPIGEON Columba palumbus

Reaident breeder {4} and numerous winter visitor.

The largesat flock noted was one of 600 at Cawthorne om 2lst October,
and with fewer Flocks and no large movements reported it appears to
have been less aumeroue outgide the breeding season than in recent
years.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto

Resident breeder (3)
The largest flocks were of 70 at Scout Dike on 5th March, apparently
poing to roost in trees, and of 47 near Horbury on 13th December.
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Short-eared 0wl
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TURTLE DOVE Streptopeltia burtur

Migrant breeder {1 to 2).

Firsr 2 at Bretton Park on 7th May and last | al Whitley Common on
23ed September.  Singiug males during Junc and July at Horbury (1},
Coxley (1), Bretton area {5), Royland Bank (1}. Deffer Wonod (1}.
Gunthwaite (1) and Ingbirchworth (1).

CUCROO  Cuclus canorus

Migrant breeder (2}

First 1 at Brerton Park on 23rd April and aingles at Coxlry and
Bigley on 26th.

tant 1 z3n immature ar BRlackmoorfool, on Bth Augast.

Fairly well distributed with recorde [rom lh localities, and at leaatl
5 at Migley in late Hay.

BARN OWL. Tyto alba

Resident breeder (1)

Singles at Lepton on 30Lh August} Grange Moor on 15th Rovember and
at Shepley from 16th to 24th December. Two kncwn breeding sites
wete not occupied, but others were unexamined.

LITTLE OML Athene noctua
Repident breeder {2}
Rreeding proved near Blackmoorfoot and Digley, snd pairs preseat at

Cawthorne, Deer Hill, Scammonden and Flockton, and singles noted at
17 other localities.

TAWNY OWL.  Strix aluco

Resident breerder (2)
Obviousty very much under-recorded having been reported [row onty
11 iocalities,

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus

Resident breeder (1)

At two of the breeding sites 3 and 2 youug respectively were reared.
At a2 third site gingles were heard during February and Harch, but
the area was not thoroughly investigated.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asiv flammeus

Migrant brecder (1) and scarce passage and winter visitor.

A pair again reared young inm the south of rthe area, aud in the uorth
adults were seen carrying food during late Junr. Outgide the breeding
season singles were at Blackmoorfoor Reservpir onm Sth March,?8th
October and 4th November; at Pole Hoor on 25th September and at

March Haigh on 10th December. One was found dead on Slaithwaite

Moor on 23rd October.
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l.esser Spotted Woodpeckers
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SWIFT Apus apus

Higranl breeder (3).

Firat 1 at Sparth Reservoir on 6th May then 10 at Bretton Park and
others at Kirkheaton and Honley on 7th HMay. At least 450 over
Deer Hil! Reservoir om 2nd July. Latest records were at Horbuary
13th September, and 2 at Cumberworth 1st October.

KINGF1SHER Alcedo atthis

Resident hrecder (1)

The total number of sightings reported was in excess ol any previous
year.

At Bretton Park 4 pair reared 2 young, and on the River Hulme anolhery
pair was present. Along the River Galder 1 to ? were seen regularly
at 3 localities. Singles werc scea at 3 localities along the River
Colne and also at Lockwood, Gawthorne, Scout Dike and Irgbirchworth.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla

Rare visitor.

One in treeam by Ingbirchworth Reservoir on 27th May (F.J.W.)

Fifth record for the arca.

Two records, not referred to in the 1975 Report have recently come
to light - one in 1B47 and one near Dovestones in 1975,

GREEN WOODPEGKER Picus viridis

Resident breeder (2).

Prerent throughsut the year at Bretton Fark. Juveniles near
Eltand and at Digley in July and August. Singles at 11 other
localities mainly from Harch to September.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECRER Dendrocopos major.

Residemt breeder (2)

Pairs at Grimescar Wood, Bretton Park, Hapg Wood, Brockholes
and NDeffer Wood and singlesz at 7 other localilies during the
Broeding season.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus minor.

ResidenL breeder (1)

Breeding was proved in Hey Wood for the firet time a pair being present
from March to June when the young were heard in the nest hole (D.1.)

At Bretton Park a male and a female on several dates from ZRth

February to 22nd April, and 2 on 28th October. A male and female

in Grimescar Wood on 13th February and a male on 1Bth. One heard in
Elland Park Wood on 16th April,
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SKYLARK  Alauda arvensis

Resident breeder (4) and partial migrant.

Regular westecrly movement of amall numbers at Blackmoor fuot between
early October and early November with masimum of 25 on 2ist October.
A ftock of AD at Tughirchworth during early December.

SAND MARTIN Riparia ripariaz

Migrant breeder (2) and uncommon paszage visitor.

1 flew in from S at Bretton Park on lst April then flew NE.
Main arrival from 22nd April with 3 at Gunthwaite and 5 at
RBlackmoorfoot Reservoir. .

7 pairs by the River Calder at Elland during May aud June but
ne evidence at other broeding siten.  Last 3 at Blackmoorfnot
Reservoir on 16th Scptember and 2 ab Dewsbury $§.F. on 30th.

SWALLOW WNirundo rustica

Migrant breeder (4) and numerous passage visitor.

First singlen at Blackmoorfuut Remervoir on 20th April, at Digley
Reservoir on 2let, with others at Gunthwaite, Bentley Spring and
Arockheles on 220d, and Ingbirchwortl, Royd Moosr Remervonit and Bratten
Park on 23rd. 400 at Bretton Park on 30th April. Over 2,000
Swallows and House Martins over Inchbirchworth Reserveir on ilth and
12th May. A pair reared & brood in the lounge of an accupied house
at Netherthong. Adults were Feeding 2 juvenilee at Digley as !ate
as 2nd October. At least 750 roosted at Lees Mill on 3rd September.
At Blackmnorfool Reservoir 2 flew $ on 22nd October and 2 at New

Hill on 27ith were rhe last.

IQUSE MARTIN  Delichon urbica

Migrant breeder {(3) and common passage visitor.

First 2 at Brockboleg on 22nd April, i at Inpbirchworth on 23rd
and 30 at Bretton Park by 30th, 2 paira bred at a new site at
Crosland Moor.

A flock of up to 1,000 House Martins and Swallows over Shepley

an 5th September. Last 6 at Bretton Park on lleh Octaber.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis

Higrant breeder {3)

First arrivale on 23rd April of singles at Deffer Wood and Royd
Moor and 6 at Bretton Park. 14 aingiag in the Coxley area on
Jrd May.

Last 1 at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on }7th September.

HEADOR PIPIT Anthus pratensis

Resident Bresdetr (4 to 5) and partial migrant.

Fre-breeding season Floch at Dipley grew from 30 ou 15th March te
abaut 100 by %th April. 40 at lngbirchworth on 6th Septemberx.
200 moved W over Rlackmoorfoot Reservoir oo 12th October.



Rare visitor.

Singles at Dewsbury S.F. on 8th April (H.B.) and at Blackmoorfoot
Resetvoir on 17th October (P.B.)

HATER PIPIT A. 8. spinolotta
Rare visitor
Elland G.P.1 on 1st and 25th January (D.J.S. ,R.J.W.) First aeen

6th November 1977
Blackmoorfoot Regervoir 1 oo S5th November (P.B. M.L.D.)

Fifth record for the arv.

YELLOW WAGFAIL Hotacilla flava

Higrant breeder (2)

First 4 at Bretton Park on 23rd April. 1 pair bred at Worbury and
1 pair at Deer Hill. Adults were carrying food at Bretton Park

on l4th June and Will's o' Nats on 2ud July. Up to 12 by Lengwood
Brook in early June.

Last 1 at Blackmoaotfoot Reservolr on 5th September.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea

Resident breeder (2)

Occurred in 9 localities outside the breeding season for which Lthe
only records were from Bretton Park (2 pairs), River Coclne at
Milashridge (1Pair} and Booth Dean (! wale).

PLED HAGIAIL  HMotacilla alba

Resident breeder (3 to &) and partial migrant.
20 flew W at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on 12th Octuvber during a
movement of passerines.

WHITE WAGTAIL M.a. alba
1 at Bretton on lat May.

WAXWING  TBomhycillz garrulus

Rare-uncommon winter visiktor
At Lepton 1 from lst to 7th aod 2 on 20th and 21st January.
1 at Elland on 9th December.

DIPPER  Cinclus cinclus,

Resident breecder (2)

From a slight decline in the total number of recnrds received, and the
absence from some sites a poszibie decline in the area {s indicated.
Prraent at several sites along the River Holme and must have bred near
Hagg Wood where an immaturc was aeen on 9th July. Other records were
mainly of singles at Hall Dike, Dean Wood, Digley, Harsden, Ringstone
Edge and Winscar.
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WREN Troglodytes tronpledytes

Regident Breecder (5)

DUNNOCK  Prunella modularis

Resident breeder (5)

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula

Regident hreeder {5}

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicuruas ochruros

Scarce pasgage vigito

A finging male First beard on 12th June (J.M.1. ,H.C.L.) ncar
Nuddersfield town centre, and then heard daily to L5th and less
regulacly ko 26th - was seen wirth a second bird on l4rh {(I[.C.L.)
1 scen on 6th Juty (J.E.D.)

8ingles at bBeer Hitl on 29th July and at Dssett on 20th Novemwber.

REDSTART  Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Migrant brecder (2)

First at T.P, Wood on 25th April then 2 at Digley oo 29th,
Pairs bred at Booth Wood, Wessenden, Meltham ¥i)ls, Hey Clough,
Digley and Holmbridge and probably at Bretton Park. Last 1 at
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on 25th September.

WHINCHAT Saxicola ruwbetra

Migrant breeder (2)

Firgt 1 at Flland G.P. on 28th April where there were 4 on 4th May
on which date LI were at Deer Hill. Pairs bred at Scammunden (3)
Booth Dean (1), Deer Hill (1), Broadetones (2), Tnghirchworth (1),
Royd Moor (1), Scout Dike (2), Digley (1} »nd Wessenden (1).

STORECHAT  Saxicola torquata

Reaident breeder (1) and uncommen paesage miprant and winter visitor.
Far rhe firat year since 1973 there was no indication oF breeding.

l to 2 at 7 localities early in the year particularly at Elland G.P.
which had a maximum of 4. Last at Scammonden on 17th March where the
firat 2 of autumn appeared on 30th Sepkember. 2 at Elland G.V. from
11th November, 1 at froadstones on 25th November and at least 2 in

the Ingbirchworth area during the last week of December.
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WHEATEAR  Oenanthe ocenantbe

Migrant breeder (2 to 1}

A male =t Digley on Ilth March was the earlieat ever in the area.
Nex! were singles at Crange Moor on 26th, Haigh and Digley on 30th
and 9 at lLindley Hooc on 1st April.

Over 20 at Deer Hill on 12th and 15th August and at Digley on 19th
and 20th August. Last 2 at Scout Dike Reservoir on 8th Octoher.
Fvidence of breeding was limited to 6 Jocalities and suggrats that
its locat population is less than 100 pairs.

RING QUZEL  Turdus torquatus

Migrant breeder (2)

1 male at Digley on l6th March, but no spring build up here with 4
as the April maximum. Bted at Digley and Wessenden and present at
March Haigh, Scammenden, Rishworth Moor and Ramsden Clough in the
breeding season. Latest noted were 4 at Bigley on 23rd July.

BLAGKRIRY Turdus meruia

Resident breerder (5} and numerous winter visitor.
Edgerton ronst had only 130 during January and February.

FIELDFARE  Turdus pilaris

Numerous passage snd winter visitor.

Much more numerous than wvsual during the early wonths when flocks of
100 Lo 300 were at 16 localities and lerger flocks were as follows:-
Blackmoorfoot 300 on 7th January, Ringatone Edge 550 going to roost
on 10th and 13th Harch and pver 300 on 27th April, Outlane Moor over
400 on 2nd April; Dewsbhury S.F. 340 on 15th April, and in the
Inghirchworth area over 500 on 1lth March, 400 on 28th March, and
300 on 26th Aptil with 200 still there on Tth Hay. Other late
records - 50 at Gunthwaite on 6th May and 1 at Digley on 9th May.
First of autuwn at Digley 50 on I9th October and over 50 flying

W at Cawthotne on 2lat. Movemeots W and § over Rlackmoorfoot
Rescrvoir on 7 days from 21st October to Bth Wovember totalled #62.
Autumn flocks of over 100 at 3 localities and larger Elocks of 300
at Gunthwaite on 25th November and 400 at Horhury on 29th.

Over Cawthorne on 25th November 300 flew W in 1 hour.

Humbers much reduced in the area by late Decewmber.

SONG THRUSH Tuxdus philomelos

Resident breeder (&)
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REDWING  Turdus iliacus

Humerous passage and winter visitor.

Few flockn were noted early in the year and none exceeded 100.

The Edgerton roost numbered 400 on 7th and Bth January but was
deserted during a cold spell on 18th and 19th Febrnary, but reached
50 by I5th March. -
150 roosted at Hretton Park on 4th March. Last at Guuthwaite on
oth April.

Firat 4 at Ilorbury on lst October with small numbers elsewhere during
the next 3 weeks until 2 more general arrival from 21s¢ October to
early November. Humbers were geoerally quite low and the only
Flocks of 10O were at Gunthwaite on 25th Novemher, and Caxley and
Harbury on 29th.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viacivorous

Restdent breeder (1)
Partiea of over 20 at Digley on 23td July; at Whitley Common on
17th Acgust and at Deer Hill on 6th September.

CGRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locusteila naevia

Migrant breeder - sporadic.
Singiup walen at Bonk Wood on 7th and 14th May and near BDeighton
on ?th, 15th and l6th May,

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenun

Migrant breeder (1).

First I at Bretton Park on lst May, and last {1 at Lees Mill on
20th August.

Bred in the Elland G.P. and Horbury/llorhury Wyke arcas with
respective maxima of 5 and 6 singing males duripg late May.
Singing males at TIngbirchworth Reservoir on 7th May,ar Haigh on
lath June, and at Seout Dike Reservoir on 18fh Jane. Singlea at
Blackmoorfout Rererveir on 10th May (ninging) and 3rd August
(eaupht and ringed),

LESSER WHITETHROAY  Sylvia curruca

Migrant .breeder (1)

Singing males at 2 sites in Brektton Park from Jth May ta Zad June

aud 1 nearby at Bentley Spring on 17th May. 1 male at Deighton

from 9th to 11tk May only. In the florbury Bridge area a male was
singing regularly from 13th May (with a second on 24th), and an

adult was feeding young on 17th July. At Bradiey Ilall in quitable
breeding habitat 1 singing male on l4th May and Ath June. 1 at
Scout Dike Reservoir on L3th  Auvgust aftev a small '{all' of migrants
in this area.
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WHITETHROAT Syl via communis

Higrant breeder (2}.

Firgt 2 wmales and 1 female at Bretton Park on 7th May, and last |

at Dlackmoorfoot Reservoir on 30th September. A total of 37
singing maltes were in the Horbury - Bretton - Cawthorne area during
inte May (wmaialy D.Pv). A similar area held about 25 during late
May, 1977.

This probably indicates a further recavery, but records from Further
west were a little sparvae.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin.

Migrant breeder (2).

First 1 at Bretton Park on 30th April, then 3 on 7th May, and last
1 at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on 18th August. 23 singing males
counted in the Horbury - Bretton - Cawthorne - Deffer area during
late May. Few records further west.

BLACKCAP Sylvia alricapilla

Migraat breeder (3)

A female was at a Waterloo bird table on 1Bth February.

Bretton Park had the first numbers of apring arrivals with 2 on 23rd
April and 7 by 26th. Last ar Blackmoorfoot Reservoir on 7th Octeber.
Late passage migrants andfor birds over wintering included 1 at
Gunthwaite on 21st October, and at Bretton Park a male on 22Znd, Z4th,
and 26th November, and a female on 9th December.

WOOD WARBLER  Thylloscopus sibilatrix

Migrant breeder (1)

Sinping males (all singles) at Bretton Fark on 28th April, 15th Hay
and bth June; at Grimescar Wood from 7th te 12th May; at Beawmont
Park and at Deffer Woud on l4th May and at Digley on 4th June.

Near Meltham Mills after a singing male had occurred om 1lth June a

nest was Found with young and the adults were feeding a juvenile un
24¢th June.

CHIFFCUAFF Phylloscopus collybita

Higrant breeder (2)

First was 1 caught and ringed at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir oun 18th March
and next 2 singing males at Bretton Fark on 2Bth.

An unidetificd phylloscopus warbler in Windy Bank Wond on 1lth March.
Singing males in the Morbury - Bretton - Cawthorne - Deffer area
totalled 33 in late May and early June.

Further west singing males were near Flland at Braumnnt Park and at
Denby Dale.
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Spotted Flycatcher
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WILLOW WARBLER  Phy!loscopus trochilus

Migrant breeder (4)

1 at El1land G.P. on 13th April and ? in Bank Wood on I6th with a moce
general arrival from 2let to 26th April. 57 singing in the Coxley
Valley on 3rd May. 303 were caught sud ringed at Blackmoorfoot
Remrervolr iocluding 24 on 15th July. Last 1 a juvenile singing in a
Fenay Lane garden on lst and 2nd October.

COLDCREST Regulus regulus
Regident breeder (3) and commen pasmage visitor

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER tuscicapa striata

Miprant breeder (3)
First singles at Filand G.P. on 4th May and at Brockheles, Fartown and
Bretton Park on 6th May, and last 2 at Bretton Park on 20th Septewber.

Rare pamrsage vigitor
A male at Bretton Park from 26th April to 2Znd May.

LORG-TAILED TIT Argithalos caudatun

Resident breeder (2}

Evidence of breeding including family parlies from 14 localities.
22 at Bretton Park opn 20th September and 29 in 3 parties in Deffer
Wood on 2lst October

MARSH T1T Parus palustris

Rare visitor.

The recorder suspects that he has rather too easily accepted some of

the submitted records in past yrars. Full descriptions will be required
in future. 1 on 25th Hovember in Bretton Park was cousidered froum
criles to be of this species (S.H.)

HILLOW TIT Parus montanus

Resident breeder (2 to 3)

From the number of records received ite breeding status is probably
in the lower category. Breeding proof in 7 locatities area possibly
involving up to 20 pairs, but douhtless under-recorded.

COAL TIT Farus ater

Resident breeder (3)

BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus

Resident breeder (5)

GREAT TI!T Parus major

Resident breeder (4 to 5}
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Nuthatch
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NUTERATCH  Sitta europaea

Regident breeder (1)

At Bretton Park present throughout the year with at least | pair
nesting and from the evidence of family parties seen during August
possibly 2 secoad pairc bred. 2 near Wood Bottom, Mirfield during
September and 1 at Hopton Miils ou 3lst Decemher.

TRELCREFPER  Certhia familiaris

Resident breeder {(3)

(iRJEAI CREY____:‘;_‘I_!B'I'I_(E Lanius exubitor

Svarce winter visitor.

Bretton Park 1 scen on 9 days uvp to 26th March and } on 21st
ﬁéc;EE;;_(mﬁny abservers}

Horbury and Horbury Wyke 1 seen on 7 days from 9th February to Sth
March. As this bird and the one at Bretton were hoth seeu in their
respective areas on l4th and 25th Februvary it seems certain that 2
individuals were involved. (D.F., P.B.)

Low Common, nr. Ingbirchworth 1 on 5th March (T.W. and P.M.F.)

JAY CGarrulus glandarius

fesident hreeder (2 to 3)

MACPIE Pica pica

Resident breeder (4}

35 roostings in T.P. Woods on 23rd January and 7¢ at Blackmdurfoot
Reservoir on 30th January-and 67 on 1Bth November and 50 at
Ingbirchworth on 10th April.

JACKDAW Corvus monednla
Resident breeder {4)

ROUK Corvus frugilegus

Reasident breeder (5)

CARRLON CRUW  Corvus coroue

Resideut breeder (2)

1 pair nested on a pylon near Meltham.

14 feeding together in fiefds near Lngbirchworth during September.
Records of such feeding parties would be welcomed as it is suspected
that they aremre frequent than present records indicnte‘ especially
early in the year.
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HQODED CROW C.c. coruix

1 shot near High Hoyland doring Janvary.

STARLING  Sturnus vulgaris

Resident breeder (3) and numerous winter visitor.
In the Ingbirchworth and Whitley Common area s feeding flock numbering
8,0N0 to 12,000 was seen almoat daily betweenn llth and 27th March.

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus

Resident breeder (4)
A flock of over 200 in wmeadowland near Deffer Wood on 2nd January.
A regular feceding party in a Feoay Lane garden had a maximmm of A2

on 12th February. The only flockes noted later in the year were 80
at BlackmoorEoot on }17th August, and ovver 50 at Bretton Park on 3]st
Drcember. At Broad Oak Farm, Gunthwaite 5 paira bred in the hollow

wooden pillars of a datch bharn.

CHAEFINCH Fringilla coelebas

Resident bresder (& to 5) and numerous passage and winter viaitor.
No flocks of any significant size were noted either early or late
in the year, the largeat being one of 60 near High Hoylaad en lst

January. At Blackmoor foot Reservoir from fth Detober to 7th
Hovember movements which were mainly westrrly, but some pootherly,
oceourred on 8 days during the early mornings. 900 were cnunted

during this period with maxima of 200 on 12th QOctober; 210 nn 2lst;
192 on 29th and 112 on 5th November.

BRAMBLING  Fringilla montifringilla

Uncammon to common winter vimitor.

Apart from a flock of 50 to 100 which fed in stubble at Thurgoland
fram 9th to 19th January and 30 near Langsett on Zud and 7th January,
ouly amail numbers (1 to 4) at 5 localities. Last on 23cd April.

2 at Deffer Wood and singlee at Bretton Park and near Scout Dike
Reservoir.

The actum wza one of the poarest ever for this species.

1 at Digley on 12th and 2 at Holmwbridge on 30th Uctober singles

at Bretton Park on 8th and 12th November and 24rh December and

at Elland G.P. on l6th December. Ar Blackmoorfoot Reservair wesaterly
movemrnt tntalled 93 between 12th Octaber and 5th November, of which
38 pasard on the tast day.
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GREENFINCH  Carduelis chloris

Resident breeder (4)

Roosts and Elocks were smaller thao usual. 150 roosted at Bretton
Fark from Jauuvary to Harch, and 100 at Blackmoorfoot during Januvary.
Flocks of 100 near (ngbirchworth on 28th Marchand Horbury on 4th
Octobey, #nd 250 at Vewsbury S.F. on 2Brh Sptember,

GULDFINCH  Carduelis carduelis

Resident breeder (2 fp 3)

As with other finch species feeding flocks were amaller than usual
wilh only 2 of 20 to 30 eariy in the year and 3 of 10 to 30 during
the autunm. An exception was & flock at Royd Moot which built up
from 30 during September to about 100 on 3rd October.

SISKIN  Carduelis spinus

Scarce to uncommon winter visitor.
A Flock of over 60 Eed on alders near the motorway at Ossett during

January. At Bretton Park on 7 daya in Janvary with a maximum of 50
on 21st; on 3 days in February with 15 on 2lst and 16 un 1st March
and 1 on 2Bth. 10 av Elland G.P. on 12th March,

A pair ip Swianden Plantation on 16th April.

At Bilackmoorfoot Reservoir & {lew W on 12th October, 2 were present
on 29th and 6 flew S on 3rd Hovember. At Bretton Park 2 to 6 from
4“#th to 26th Hovember and 14 on 21lst December.

LINNET  Carduelis cannabina

Resident breeder (4) and partial migrant.

Largest spring flocks were of 150 near Norbury on 17th March, and
108 near Ingbirchwoerth on 28th. Over 100 wnear linrbury on 8th
October on which day 46 flew S over Blackmoorfoot Reaprvoir

TWITE  Carduelis {lavirostris

Rerident and partial migrant breeder (3)

First noted were a flock of 150 on Whitley Comson on 12th Harclh,

A few had returned to Scammonden by 19th March. Bred in the usual
sites such as Rishworth Moor, Booth Dean, Scammonden, March Haigh and

Deer Hill. The autumm flocks in these arca were small - 60 at
Deer #il1 on 3rd August aud 50 at Ringatone Edge on 30th September
being the largest. 100 were in the Whitley Common and Broadstones

area during September, and 1 at Ringstone Edge on Z9th October.
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RENPOLL Carduelis flammaa

Regident hreeder (3) and uncommon to common winter visaitor.
Early flocks of 40 un waste ground in Milnsbridge on dth Harch
and at Flland G.P. on Ll&th April. Later 60 near Horbury oo
&th October, at least 80 in Butternab Wood on 26th Novembher. up
to 40 in llagg Wood wu Itd December and 100 near Netherton in
carly December.

MEALY RENFOLL C.E. Elammea

Individuals showing characteriatics of this variety at Elland G.P.
on 8th, I4th, and 15th January, 12th and 24th Harch aend l4th
April; at Bretton Park 2 on 25th Janmvary; al Miloshridge on fith
March and at Haorbury 4 on 29th November and 1 on 13th DPecember.

fLoxia eurvirostra

Rare to wnrowmon pasasage vigitor.
6 on 2nd and B on %th July in Deffer Wood (J.E.D.)

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrthula

Resident breeder (1)
Numerwsus in Bretton during December with at teast 15 on 30th aod
st

SHOW BUNTING  Plettrophensx nivalis

Scarce to uncommon winter visitor.
1 near Cnpwith Renerveir on 15th Januaty (J.B.} and 10 at Fixbhy.
Gate hrought down in fog on 22nd February (J.M.D.),

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella

Resident breeder (1)

Flocks of 25 to 40 evarly in the year at Elland G.P., Windy Bank
Wood, Cawthorne and Bretton Park where thexe were nearly 100

on 12th Fehruary On 31st Vecember 41 at Cawthorne and over 0
at Bretton Park.

REED BUNTING Fuberiza schoeniclus

Resident breeder (3)

More than usual! at Blackmoorfoot Reservoir during the awtumn months
when 31 were canght and ringed. & flock of over 25 at Elland G.P.
on 30th December.
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CORN BURTING Miliaria calandra

Resident breeder {2)

Singing males in the Ingbirchworth area (3} and on Outlane Moor (1)
dering the summer. The only other sightings were Irom meadowland

surrounding Bretton Park and 1 at Dewsbury S5.F. on lat Uctober.

Ho reports (negative nr otherwise) from Stainland, Crosland Moor,

Hall Nike, Netherthong or Farnley Tyas arcas.

ESCAPES

It is coosiderad worth recording that QUAKER PARAKEETS Hysiopsitta
monachus, originally bred in captivity in Almondhury have been
allowed to fly free and have built large nests inm at least two

sitea in Almondbury.

Therc are believed to be up toe 40 involved and parties of 7 to

[5 bave been reported Erom Moldgreen,Dalton, Waterloo and Almondbury.
They still vreturn to their 'howe' for feeding and roosting, but lrave
fed in gardena in the districts wmentioned.

0SPFREY, Fandion haljaetus

Rare visiter

1 over Langsett Reservoir and the Upper Little Don Valley on 20th
November (I.Francis)

Sixth record for the area.

MONTAGUS HARRIER Circus pygargus
Rare vigitor.

1 during the summer
Third record for the area.

46



The following soecies have alsu been recorded in the arens since 1943

but did not appear in 1978.

Biack-throated Diver, Gavia arctira
Red-necked Grebe, Podiceps grisegena
Fulmar, Fulmarus glacialie

Manx Shearwater, Puffinus puffinus
Starm Petrel, lUydrobates pelagicus
Leach's Petrel, Ueeanodroma leucorhoa
Gannet, Sula hassana

Spoonbill, Platafen leucoroddin
Brent Goose, Branta bernicla
Mandarin, Alix gatericulata
Carganey. Anas guerquerdulba
Farrvuginous Duck, Aythya nyroca
tong-tailed Duck, Clangula hyemalis
Velvet Secoter, Helanitta fuaca
Smew, Mergus albellus

Marsh Harrier, Circutaeruginosus
Montagu's Harrier, Circus pygargus
Rough-legged Buzzard, Buten lagopus
Usprey, Pandion bhalinctna

Black Groure, Tetran tetrix

Quail, Coturnix coturnix

Spotted Crake, Porzana porzada
Corncrake, Crex crex

Datterel, Charadrivs morinellus
Bnff-breasted Sandpiper, Tryngites
subruficotlie

Also quite definite, although for some

British Birds Rarities Committee -
Red-faoted Falcon, Falco vespertinus

The following species were recorded in

subsequently -

Pittern, Botaurus atellaria

Black Stork, Ciconia nipra

floney Buzzard, Ternis aptvoras

Red Kite, Milvus milvus

Baillons Crake, Porzana pusilla .
Temminek's Stint, Calidris temminckh
Dowitcher ap., lLinnadromus sp.
Razorhill, Alca torda
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Grey Phalarope, Phalaropns
fulicarius
Mediterranean
we lanocephalus

Gull, Larua

Sandwich Tern §.Sandvicensis
Little Tera,Sterana albifepus
teillemot, Uria aalge

f.ittle Auk, Alle alle,
Fuffin, Fraterculs arcticn
Nightjar. Caprimuipus
europaeus

Roller, Uerarias garrulus
Honpor, Upupn epops
Woodlark, Lullnla arbarea
Reed Warhlcr, Acrocephalus
acirpaceus

Patlas's Warblexr, Phylluscopus
praragulus

Firecerest, Repulus ignicopillusg
Red-backed Shrike, Lanus
callurio

Masfineh, Coceothranstes
Coccothrauaten

Lapland Bnnting, Calcarius
tapponicun

reasnn not suheitted to the

the arca before 1945 but not

Taltas's Bandprouse, Sverhaptes
paradoxng

Eagle (wl. Bubo bubo

Alpine Swift, Apus melbs
Nightingale, Luscinia
magararhynchas

Wondehat Shrike, Lanius senator
Rnse-wnloured Stacling |

K|remus rosensg

Nutcracker, Nuet fraga
caryocatacles

Cir! Bunting, Emberiza civlus
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J.M. & H.8.Dale
H.L.Deaton
C.Disbrey
T.Duckworth
T.W. & P.M.Frost
G.M.Fuller
D.Hall
P.llarrison

B
G

NtmDQogOUNOLMAII~TNODQGRZICTWN

.Hart

.Hey

.5. & V.1ves
.C.Laidlaw
.Leece

. Lumb

-Lunn
-Mancheater
-MeCormack
A.Norcliffe
Popaon
.Proster
.Peuistone

.B.Silver

Smith

.Southall

J.Sutcliffe
.Sykes
.Thornton

M. Walker

.J. & B.Watson
.Wilceck
.E.Wiltkinson
W.Woodeork
.M.Yatea

and a numher of others who visited the hide at Blackmoorfoot Reservolir.
Membrys are urged to continue to cover their own favourite area as well
as the more striking habitats, and requested to submit any records

that they feel to be of value to help us to maifitain the increasaed
coverage of reeent years,

John E. Dale.
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"YELLOW ROBIR'"

Anyhody who visited the hide at Blackmeorfeot during the
Late sunmer/autwnn of the three years 1976-78 must have wonderesd at
the entriez of “Yetlow Robin". The following is anr accoeunt of the
histerirs of those three birda.

The first indication of anything strange in the Rohin warld
came on 8th July, 1976 when P.Rray saw the first of the so-called
Robina. The bird was trapped on l4th July when the following
detcription was taken!-

General head and body very pale orange-yellow faintly barred

similar to # anrmal juvenile Robin, Rump very orange in colour,
Primaries yrlinwish-white, secoundavias light orange-yeltow, Primary
coverts light orange-yellow, preater coverts slipghtly darker than
primary coverts and bhave orange tips. The madian and lesser coverts
were majnly orange throughout. The tail being orange-yellow
throonphant, Rill aund loge yellowish-flesh, eyes dark.

Thin bird was seen up to 9th August 1976, and dilferent
birda with identical plumage were seen on Ird and #4th September
1977 (caught on 3xd) and on six dates betweeu 10th Juane aad 9th July
1978 (canght on 9th July).  All three birds were in their [{irst
year ol life due to the inside ol the uvpper mandible being a
yellowish colour and the tail feathers being very pointed.

HMOULT

Save [rom a [ew exceptions jnwvenile passerines only moult
their body feathers ({.e. nobt remiges and rectrices)} in their first
year. forh the 1976 and 1978 birds had just started to monlt their
hody feathers when caught, bubt unfortunately the feathers had not
protruded far enough for any change in colour te he determined.

WHERE ARE TUESE BIRDS BOWT

Even 1F the body feathers had moulted inle normal Rebin
plumage the wings and tail! would still have maintained their original
colour and therefore they would be still very casy to see. Althongh
al]l the birds were ringed no recoverien have heen repurted, but
conaidering the ueusual plumage this must make them very susceptible
to predators. The only answer to the above question therefore is
that we do not know, The only thing we can say is that they are not at
Blackmoorfoor, unlens they are in a3 part-digested state.
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XANTHOCHROISH

An excess of ycllow pigmentation is called xanthochroism,
the three Robins at Blavkmoorfoob were thus exhibiting this comdition.
A letter to Bryan Sage confirmed this phenomenon, and he also commented
on the fact that the abuve in the only record that he has for Robins.
Will 1979 brivg Forth yelk another "Yellow Robin"?  We await with
baited breath.

H.L.Denton
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RINGING REFORT

A total of 2,786 were ringed during 1978 with 46 speciea
being represented, the Coot ringed at Blackmoorfoot was the only new

ringing species tor the area. Alchough the Edgerton roost was visited
fairly regularly duriag the January - March period repeated bad
weathrer during the {ctober - December period resulted in only one

visit, and consequently numbers For this area were below average
Blackmoorfont was visited whenever possible, this resulting in sore
very good totals for individual species, notably Willow Warbler,
Blackeap, Greenfinch and Reed Bunting.

ering the year, 212 pulli weren ringod, thesr were:-

Kestrel (4 Wessenden), Merlin {2 noorland locality), Black-headad
Gull (162 Black Moss), Dunnock (3 Blackmoorfoot), RBlackbird {4
Croaland Moor, 4 Blackmoorfact), Song Thrash (8 Blackmanrfaot),
Miatle Thrush {2 RBlackmoorfoot), Blue Tit { 5 Waterloo), Great Tit
{6 T.P. Wood) and Lianet (5 Blackmonrfoot).

RINGING RECOVERIES

Key to saymhols and trrms osed:-

Ape: 1. pullt (nestling or chick)
2. Jull grown, year of hatching quite unknown
3. batched during cnlendar year of ringing
4. hatched before calendar year of ringing, bur
exact year unknown
5. hatched during previaus calendar year.
6. hatched before previous catendar year, bnt
cxact year unkonown
Sex: M: Male

F: Female

Manner of

recovery: v, caught or trapped and releaned with riog

X: Found dead eor dying
+: shot er killed by man

Date of
reCovery:

Where thin is unknown the date ol the reporting
letter is given in brackets. All recoveries

of 5 Kms or more are published. The tecovery
Twike RAL93I0ND was receoived toe Yate for inulusien
in the 1977 report.
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HUDDERSF LELD BIRDS RECOVERED ELSEWHERL

CCBO209 ? 24.12.71 Blickmonrfuut,ﬂr. Huddersfield,
53737 W 1%52'w
v J0.11.77 Biackmoorioot
X 18.2.78 Cawood, Sellby, (Yorks)

53%50'N 1%07'w
55 Fms E.N.E.

ED59051% 1 .6.75 Blguk Moss, Marsden,
53738 'N 1756w

X 25.1.78 Crawshaw Booth, Rossendale
(Lgnnn) o
53°43'N 2717'W
7B Kms N.W.
EH 1485 i 24.6.76 Black Mana
X 28.4.78 Waterhead Reservoir

Ulgham {Lancs)
53731'n  2%5'w

8 Kms 85.W.
ENL17629 1 20.6.77 Black Moss
X 5.11.78 Oldham {Lancn)

ca. 53°32'n 2%¢'w.
Ca. 10 kms W.

EIL7691 1 24.6.177 Black Mogs

X 5.8.78 Gunthorpe Bridge,
Nogtinﬂlnmb
52°39'N 0 59'W.
90 Kms §.E.

ENL7698 H 26.6.77 8lack Moss
X 20.5.78 Castle Shaw Reservoir
{Yorks)

53°37'n 200w
6 Kms N.W.
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£EH21116 ! 6.6.17 Black Moss

X mid.? 78 Crassmoor, Chesterficld,
(D%rhy) o
53712°'°N L 24'W
56 Kms §5.E.
SUALLON
KV4R290 3 19.8.78 Blackmoorfoot
v 27.8.78 Ringsterad G.P. Ketlering

(quthanln)
52°22'0 0734w
195 Kms S.E.

PIED WAGTAIL

FCRAT k¥, 20.7.77 Nlackmoorfoot
+ 7.11.78 Frecltas (Tras os Montes)
Portugal

ASTAS IS M TS
KN74338 3 12.8.77 Rlackmont Foot .
V.F. 11.3.78 Stalybeidge (Uheshire)

53720 w 2%0n"w.
21 Kma 5.W.

SONG_THRUSH 3 27.9.74 Riackmoor foot
R 12.7.78 Mygholmroyg (Yorks)
53 43'H. 1°59'W.
15 Kma B.N.W.
REDWING
XA38407 6 22.1.27 Fdgerton, lluddersfield

53°40'N  1748'Y.

X 27.2.7R Dosteinde  Beckhout {(Noocd
Molland} Ngiﬁu:}inqg
52739'n. sT00' T.

BLUE TIT
KM74686 5 3.3.78 Blackmoorfont
v 30.9.78 Cl%rhuruugh. Retford (Notts)
5320'N. 0753'W.
6H8Kms 5.F.
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GREERFINCH

BRO7791

RH36914

BS4B6AS

BS48672

85487213

NC18977

NCG1127

5.3.73

J.ti.74

R.2.76

28.2.78

3.4.76

B.B.78

11.4.76

9.1.78

5.9.76

26.2.78

2B.4.78

2.4.77
3.4.77

18.3.78

11.12.77.

Ca.3.6.78
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Blackmeor fout

Glgssop (n%rbys)

53°27'8 1°S57'W

23 Kme 5

Edperton

Cudworth. Barnsley (Yorks)
53733'N 1725w

26 Kms RE.5.F.
Blackmoorfoul

Stourport on Severn (Wores)
52970'0 2716w

155 Kmg 5.5.W.

Blackmoor foot.

Hagclqy, Enlford (Salop)
52°39'8 27 28'W

t15 Kms S.S.W.
Biackmoorfoot

Walcot, Wellington (Salop)
52%7'N 2935w

115 Kms S.5.W.

Blarkmoorfoot
115 Kma N.N.E.

RBlackmoorioot

Blackmoor faot

lopwood, Middlerton (Lanes)
53934°N  2011'W

25 Kms W,

Blackmoorfoot

Charwelton (Northants)

527128 1913w
160 Kms S



TWITE

RNAS300 3 25.7.16

A 27.11.77

Blackmoor [oot

Zwin, Knokke {West Vlaauderen)

3722'E

BOVEMENT WITHON T _UUPDERSFIELD_AREA.

GREENFINCH,

BROT7 Q7 M 5.3.73
X 3.3.78
NOLBIN2 6 F R.1.77
v 4. 1.78
NC1R/RY 6 M 23.1.77
v 30.3.78
nNOCK
KH744713 3 2.10.77
X 4.3.78

BIRDS RECOVERED IN HUDDERSFIELD

SHALLOW

KVO3218 1 17.7.78
v 24.8.78

A0A2116 301 3.8.78
v 19.8.78

Rlackeaorfoot

Salandine Nook, Huddersfirld
51%0'y 1950w
5 Rma R

Longwoadwood Rdge ,Huddera{ield
53739'0 1950'W

Blackwoor foot
5 Kme S

Edpgerton
Blackmoor foat
6 Kma §.5.W.
Rlackmuor foot

Edgerteon
6 Kms N.N.E.

Highar Red Lees,Burnley
(Lancs}
53047'N  2912°W
Blackmoorfoot
33 ¥Kma E_S.E.

Walcot, Wellington (Snlnp]
5292 N 2735w

Blarkmoorfoot
115 Kma N.N.E.

ut
$2]



GREENFINCN
NC36355

BULLEINGH

34

28.8.77

10.3.78

23.7.78

29.10.78
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Chorlton-cum-Hardy Manchestrr
{Lancs)
53°26'8  2018°W

Blackmoor foot
35 Kms R.E.

Worsborough Reservair
Barneley (Yorks)
SI°31'N 1729w

Blackmonr foot
26 Kmz W.N.W.



BIRDS RINGED IN THE MUDDERSKIELD AREA 1978

Sparrowhawk 2 Redwing G
Keatrel 4 Mistle Thrush 12
Merlin ? Sedge Warhler L
Moorhen 2 Garden Warhler 1
Goot i Blackcap 1
Soipe )\ Chiffchaff 1
Biack-headed Gull 162 Wil low Warhler in}
Tawny Owl 1 Golderest 27
Swallow 350 Long-tailed Tit 7
House Martiu 24 Willow Tit 2
Tren Pipit 1 Coal Tit 4
Meadow Pipit 10 Blue Fit 18y
Yellow Wagtail 1 fireat lit "o
Pivd Wagtail 2 Treecreeper 7
Wren 38 Starling Hl
Dunnock bl Tree Sparraw 239
Rabin 85 Chaliinch 17
Redat art 2 Greenfinch 710
Wirinchat 1 ColdFinch 5
Wheatear 2 Linnet il
Blackhird 206 Redpoll 17
Fieldlare 1 Rullfinch 10
Song Thruah 29 Reed Binting 32

Totatb: 2,186

Totale [or individual areas include 2.35%2 at Blackmoorfnot and
226 at Edgerton.
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10CAL RETRAPS ARD RECOVERIES

In Huddersfield the majority of birds are rivged in arvas
that are accergible to the public, so it is nol surprising that a
large number of 'local' hirde are found by such people, e.g. - dead
on road, killed by cat, etc.

Large numbers of retraps ave also handled many years afterr
ringing, these beipng tabulated below.

The top lines show the approximake period which had elapzed
between ringing and either retrap (Table 1) or death (Table 7). The

Figures show the number of individuals either retrapped or found dead
at their plare of ringing.

TADLE ) - HETRAPS

1 ¥r 2 yr8 3 yrs 4 yre 5 yvr5 6 yrs 7 yis  Total

Swatlow 1 1 2
Dunnock 6 3 ! 0
Rohin & S 2 F3 H 16
Blackhjrd ] S 1 3 3 19
Mistle Thrush 1 1
Willow Warhler ] 2 5
Dlue Tit 1u 12 1 1 1 25
CGreat Tit 4 3 ?
Starling 1 1
House Sparrow 1 1
Tree Sparrow 1 ¥
Greenfinch 3] 13 5 1 50
Linnet 1 !
RBullfinch 4 A

ian

TABLE 2 - RECOVERIES

Swallow
Dunnock
Ruobin
Blackbird /] 2 3 3 ]
Blue Tit 1

Starling 1

Tree Sparrow 1

O
= -

~
| -

M. L.Denton
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ECTOPARASITES

The 1278 hatch of Hippohoecidae sent to Mr.iHl.Beanmont
of Rothetham do not call for special mention, except the twn
CRATERINA NTRUNPINLS (STENEPTERYX HIRUNDINIS of old liats) taken
frum Swallows at Blackmoorfoot oun 24th and 30th August.

Nrly righteen birds were found to be elfocred with
fliea ghowing a marked decline on past years, and it is passible
that the cool, wel sommey had an effect on their numbers.

The only new speciers lasl recorded was an ORNITHONYA
FRINGILLINA taken (tam a Long-tailed Tit at Blackmoorfoot on
7th Ocloher,

FXTRENE DATES

The only record that does not fall within the dates set
out in the 1976 report voncerns an ORNLTHOMYA CRHLOROVUS taken
from a Tree Sparrow at Hlackanorfaoot on 25th June.

M.L. Nenton

BRETUSIL NIRDS

"British Birda'" is a readahle, informative, wonthly mapazine
ratering for seriaua ornitholngists in the British Ieles. 1t covers
every aspact of ornithology, particularly behaviour and breeding hiology,
identification. conservation problems with additional notes, pews,
reviews and letters and recent reports aof observations of recent
movemenlts and arrivals. 1t is well illustrated by photographs and
drawings and has a very experienced editortal board.

Qur club is able to present a special offer in the form of
8 redueccd subscciption to "British Rirds". The present subscripkion rate
is £12.00 per annum, but a reduction to £7.50 is offered to rlub members.

Netails and Subscription Order Forms have been distributed to
menmbers at recent club meetings and are available from the lon. Secretary,
Nerick Watson.



CLUB QFFICIALS FOR 1979

PRESIDENT

HOH SECRETARY

HON TREASURUR

RECORDER and
VICE-PRESIDENT

FIELD HEETINGS
ORGANISER

COMHMLTTEE MEMBERS

T W FROST

142 Fenay Lane

Almondbury

Huddersfield Tel: Hudds 26%AL

F .3 WATSON

The 0ld Farm Cottage
Greenhead Farm
Church Lane

Shepley Tel: Kirkburton 21801
T CANTWELL

22 Thornfietd Road

Lockwood

Hoddersfinld Tel: Hudds 31595

J E DALE

158 Liudley Moer Road
Lindley Moor
fludderrfield Tel: Hudds 657453

D WAIGH

35 Birchington Avenue
Birchencliffe

lluddersfield Tel: Elland 4670

B ANMITAGE

P D BELL

M L DENTON

D MANCHESTER (Librarian)
I SYKES
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