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1994 wis an eventful year tor the Club. The A.G.M. in Fchruary voted to alter the
Financial Year .whiuh ran from January 1o December and has been in force since the
tformation of the Club in 1966, 50 that it now runs from to July o June. This is o coincide
with Ihe programme of indoer and outdoor meetings and will make the general running of
the Club much easicer.

The year also saw us luse the services of two Commitice Members. Our Secretary, Dave
Williamson leit us 10 lake up a position in America, initially for 4 two year period, so we
may see him retum. Stephen Hey, our Recorder, also resigned. | should like to pay tribute
to both Dave and Stephen for the hard work they have put in on the Clubs’ behalf,
Fortunately we had two volunteers very quickly, David Barrans agreed to be the Recorder
and David Betterhield agreed 10 take on the responsihilitics of Secretary as well as Field
Meceting Orpganiser, or until a replacement could be found.

We have had a very enlertaining and varied series of indoor meettngs. Countrics covered
include Thailand, South Africa, India and America for birds, Waders of the World,
Badgurs in Leicestershive, Wildlife in Northumberland, Dragonflies and Damselilies and
Owl Dicts. 1 wwsl also mention Guy Huntingdon who brought along a Jo of equipment to
give us a fascinating demonstration of high specd flash. A note about the field meetings
will be found awer in this report, and I should also like 1o offer my thanks to David
Buiterficld for keeping the Lrips going in spite of a falling otf in attendance. Although |
have singled oul ove or two committee members, it must be said that ali our committee
deserve praise and thanks for their individual contributtons.

Finally a thank you to the members for attending the meetings and ontings and helping to

keep this club in such a healthy position in these times.

Dunald Haigh
May 1995



INTRODUCTION
NOTES ON THE CLASSIFIED LIST

The area covered hy the Club comprises Ordnance Survey ten-kilometre squares ST 00,
01,10, 11, 20 and 21, along with the parts of SE 02 and 12 which lic south of the rivers
Ryburn and Calder.

The siatus of each specics occuring within the area has heen noted heneath the species
name.

For the breeding species an estimate of breeding abundance has been made as fatlows -

Breeding abundance 1 1 - 20 pairs per year
v " 2 21 - 100 pairs per year
" " ] 101 - 500 pairs per year
4 501 -2500 pairs per ycar

5 2501 or more pairs per year

in attempting to establish breeding numbers and the number of passage and wintee visitors,
particularly in the case of the more common species, it must be realised that the figures are
essentially estimates,

Precise locations for records of Schedule 1 species (Protection of Birds Act 1981) have
been kept confidential where it is feli that publication may lead to harmful disturhance,

Acknowledgements

To each of the observers who spend much of their time in their own favourite localities and
thus build up a comprehensive picture. To those who Iravel a little further aficld within the
Bird Club area. To the staff of the RSPB Oflice in Denhy Dale. To Peter Griffin from In
Focus (Denhy Dale). To the urganisations wha have sent in reports ;-

Greater Manchester Bird Club (GMBC)
Halifax Birdwatchers’ Club (HBC)
Shepley Bird & Wildlife Gronp (SBWG)
Barnsley Bird Study Group (BBSG)

Finally, to John Dale for answering my many queries aver the telephone and offering his
very sound advice on some of the awkward species and related reponts, and o Mike
Denton who has kindly agreed to spend a considerable amount of his time rcading through
this report in its many different forms and offering his suggestions wherehy the report may
he enhanced. For the twelfth year in succession, Mike has also submitted a comprehensive
summary of all records from Blackmporfoot and he is w be thanked wholeheartedly for his
efTorts,

David Barrans Jjuly 1995



Fhis hial Jollows the sequence and scientilic aomenclatare of Professor Pr K H Yous
{1977 List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species) with the addition of Larus cachinnans

little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Widespread resident breeder (1)

Found on most of the suitable waters prior to the breeding
season. Reports received indicate breeding must have taken
place. Recorded during all wmonths, waters of particular note

being:-
Gunthwaite with maximum of 4, includipng 1 immature bird.
Ingbirchworth Maximum of 4 and certainly bred at this site.

Scput Dike Maximum of 16 on 14th Aug {SH} with at least 4
juveniles present. Other areas recording this species were:-
Elland GP, Blackmoorfoot, Deanhead Res., Bilberry Res, Bretton
cP.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Resident breeder (1)

Appears to be surviving well in our area. Bred at:-

Scout Dike with ar least 3 young from 2 pairs, Bretton CP, and
Ingbirchworth, and I suspect other waters may also have proved
successful.

Normally only present in small numbers during the winter
months, this year being wunusual, with large gatherings
reported in February, there being a maximum of 30 birds at
Elland GP on the 16th (GC).

The highest number ever vrecorded for our area was at
Blackmoorfgot from 22nd to 26th June when there were 43 birds
present (MLD).

Unfortunately suffers from fluctuating water levels, either
left high and dry or washed out by vibrant wave action as was

the case with a pair at Blackmgorfoot.



Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
Rare visitor

on the &th May there was a bird in full breeding plumage at
Ringstone Edge. This was seen by several of our members,
unfortunately it did not stay for a great length of time in
order to get word round tco many whe would have been
interested. (JED, MWSH, MLD, BA, HBC et al). :

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Uncommon and passage winter visitor

There have been a number of sightings from several localities,
with no set pattern emerging. Most sightlngs have been of
single birds.

Blackmoprfqgoet On March 7th five flew north-east, one was
present on 27th March, one flew west on 10th July, an immature
was present on 6th September and on 3rd and 24th of October
there were two and three respectively (MLD).

Broadstones On Mar 7th a bird located showed many of the
characteristics of the race sinensis and Flew west at 1400hrs
{SH, PG).

Elland G.P. Between 9th and 23rd October a single bird was
present (SH, JKP} and ancother was seen on 21st December (HBC).

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Rare visitor

Elland G.P, A single bird was present at Cromwell Lake from
18th uotil 21st Feb (SH THM) and two birds wWwere seen flying
west oo each of 1%th and 20th Feb (HBC).

©n



Grey lleron Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder {2)

Many records of single birds from twenty different locations
throughout the area. Garden ponds being frequented and an twa
oucasions singles were reported flying over Huddersfield town
centre (MLD). At the usual locations: Ingbirchworth,
Scapmeonden, Royd Mgor and Rlackmoorfoot 1 or 2 birde were
generally to be seen (especially during the summer months) but
in July Blackmoorfoot had daily xeports with a maximum of S on
22nd, 6 on the 23rd and 24th, and 5 again from 25th to 31st
{MLD et al). There has been no report of the breeding success
at Brettopn but 10 birds wexe present during Feb (JED} and 10
in July {SH).

Mute Swan Cyghus olor
Resident, occasjional breeder (1)

Up to 8 birds were present on the River Calder near Dewshury
5.F. during the first half of the year {SH). At Elland G.P, a
male was regularly seen in the company of a hybrid (Whooper x
Mute) from January until August (JED, SH). Other reports were
of single birds at Canpon Hall, Denby Dale and Sgigsett Mill
Pond. The only breeding reported was at Horbury Wyke where a

Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus
Scarce winter visitor

The only report from the early part of the year was of &
adults at Winscar on lst March.{JM}. At the end of the year
Blackmoorfoot produced 6 adults on 6th Nov and 3 adults on the
7th (MLD}.

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
Scarce winter visitor

Three adults were present at Beshaw Whams from 22nd Jan to
llth Feb (BA, RD, SEH, SH)., At Elland G.P, the unusually high
number of 105 were seen flying north on Q}gt March (JB}.



puring the second winter period all records came from
Blackmoorfoot with 3 adults present on 28th oOct (PB), 2
adults on 15th Nov and 14 adults arrived at 1510hrs on 24th
Dec (HMLD).

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
Uncommon to common passage visitor

31st Jan stands out as a day when a great deal of movement was
taking place., It also indicates the importance of noting the
time, direction of flight and exact location in order to
eliminate the possibility of over-recording. Those marked *
were reported as grey geese but were most likely of this
species. Four figure grid references all relate to the 1:25000
SE Ordnance Survey sheets.

Date Time Number Direction  Observed G.R. oObserver
over

31 Jan 1100 270 w Hade Edge 1405 (SH)
1130 200+ NNW  Elland Golf Club 0920 (BW)*
1145 170 w Yateholme 1704 (SH)
1145 670 w Crossley's Planiation 1205 (BA)
1230 120 w Browns Edge Rd 1905 (BA)
1230 <50 w Almondbury 1614 (HRF}
1240 ¢S50 w Lindley Moar g (SMD)
1250 79 w Colne Valley 0612 (KPY*

Clearly, some of these could have been the same birds, but 1
feel justified in estimating that on this particular day there
were well over 1000 birds which passed over the area.

Other records tabulated in a similar way are:

01 Jan 7 7 N Penistone 2304 (NP}

1 it 150 w Almondbury 1614 (PSI)
1m- 110 650 w Blackmaoorfoot 0912 (PDMO)*
16" 1630 110 w Blackmoorfoot 0912 (P, ML.D)
29" 1200 ¢35 NNW  Meftham 0911 (SHY*

01 Feh ” i2 E Colne Valley 0612 (JKP)y*
2" 1615 120 w Blackmuorfoot 0912 (ML.D)
02" 0840 c6D E Hade Edge 1405 ({GR)*
03" *n 10 w Golcar 1016 (JKM*
05" 7 57 NW Newsome 1414 (T™M)
os* » 80 NwW Outlanc 1018 (SMI)
05" 1005 ¢80 Nw Quarmhy 116 {SH, JED)
- 0925 150 w Blackmoorfoot 0912 (ML.D)
17" ” 150 w Bradley Park G.C. 1520 {DWB)
21" 0840 66 w Biackmoorfoot 0912 {ML.D}
27" 1430 12 L

Blackmoorfoot 0212 (MI.D)*



Doy the lattes pint ol the year:

28 OaL 1715 15 w Blackmuoorloot 0912 (MLD)
(6 Noy 0820 283 I Blackmoarfoot 0912 (MLD}
18" "o 11 NW Thurstonland 1610 {SH)
21" " 85 S Thurstonland 1610 (SH)
2" ” <90 w Thurstanland 1610 (SH)
2" » 200 ? Hade Edpe 1405 (SH)*
27" 1535 1 NE Biackmoorioot 0912 (ML.D)
23 Pec 1330 62 W Denby Dale 2208 (TM)
3 7 60 N Ossett 2819 (GC,GT)

Others reported as feeding in fields were:

Bretton, 8 on 27th Feb (JED), 3 on 11th Feb (SG), 4 on 27th
March (SH)

Royd Moor, 10 on 1st Ock (SH}.

Greylag Goose Anser anser
Uncommon passage visitor

Oon 16th April one was observed flying west over Elland GP
(#BC). PBretton C.P. had a single on the lake on 31lst July
(SH). The only other records of this species were from Royd
Moor when seven were present on 1llth Sept and five birds were
seen on 4th oct (JED}.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
Introduced resident breeder (2)

Highest winter peaks at the regular sites were :

Jan  Feb Mar Sep Ot Nav  Dec

Royd Moor 16 188 200 87
Scimmonden 12 19 31 30
Bretion CP 50 159 153 80

Other areas where records of the species have increased are
Inapirchweorth wikth maxima of twa in Feb, twelve in Mar, four
in Oct and seventeen in Nov. Similarly Blackmogrfoot numbers
were nine in Jan, two in Peb, six in Mar, fifteen in Sep,
twelve in Oct and four in Nov.

There were many other reports during the breeding season
indicating that this species is continuing to spread. Evidence
of breeding was reported from a number of reservoirs including
Ramsden , Winscar, Digley, Dovestones and Xateholme to name
but a few,



Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Rare visitor. Feral birds breeding

A single at Blackmoprfoot on 30th May (MLD), one at Sparth Res
on 3rd June (DF) and one at _Royd M@or_Res on 13th Sep (JED).
Two were in the company of a flock of Canada Geese feeding in
a field near Brettopn_ Crossroads on 2%5th Feb and what were
probably the same birds, flew over (Clayton West with c50
Canada Geese on the same date (PG). Seven were noted at
Winscar on 13th Feb (NEP) and six were present at Brettopn on
24 Oct (JED SH).

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon passage visitor

The highest count was at Blackmoorfoot on 15th Sept, when 25
flew in from the east at 1825hrs {MLD). Other reports from the
same location were :-~ four on 31st Jan, whilst in March a
single was present on 2nd, 10th, 12th and 26th and on 27th
there were two. On 1lst and 7th May there were four and two
respectively. Later in the year there wWere nine present on
29th Aug (MLD DMP). Others were at :

Ingbirchworth where there was one on 31st Jan (DBa BA).
Bradley two flying south-south-east on 17th April.

Elland GP singles on 30th April, 1st May and 20th Nov (HBC)

and Ringstope Edge eight on 30th Aug (HBC).

Wigeon Anas penelope
Common passage and winter visitor

The early part of the year was somewhat sparse, the only
records being from Blackmoorfoot; two were present on 2ird
Jan, four on 29th and 30th Jan and from 16th to 18th Feb three
were present, Bretton CP had a single on 2nd Feb (JED), and a
long staying bird was at Dovestones from 23rd Jan until 13th
April (GMC).

The autumn records started in Aug when Rlackmgorfoot had
twelve on 23rd and similarly, twelve on 20th Sept. In October
there were twenty-two reports of between one and fifteen birds
whilst in November the numbers peaked at twenty~four on the
19th.

Ingbirchworth One on 13th Sept (NP), with numbers building up
to twelve on J0th Sept (BA}, fourteen opn Nov 2nd (DBa) rising
to thirty-eight by the end of the month (RD, SEH)

Ringstone Edge held forty-eight birds on 22nd Oct (SH), whilst
Baitipngs Res had thirty-six on 6th Nov (HBC).

A bird at Elland GP on 28th Nov was a hybrid male with a head
pattern similar to American Wigeon A. americana. 1n all other
respects however it was A.penelope (JED JB).



Cadwall Anas stirepera
Scarce passage and winter visitor

Elland GP provided the early records with one pair present
from 18th Feb until 19th March (DM HBC).

A single appeared at lpgbirchworth on 10th May (JED JS). Other
records from this location were three on 7th Oct (DBa) and
two on 1%th Ooct (RD SEH). Blackmoorfoot provided the remaining
sightings with three on both 30th Sept and on:7th Nov (DMP PH
DHO MLD).

Teal Anas crecca
Resident breeder (1) Common passage and winter visitor

Present on six waters in the early part of the year, the
greatest number being at Gupnthwaite with eleven during Jan and
early Feb {JED SH).

In autumn eight waters were occupied, namely Bretton, Royd
Moor, Imnghirchworth, Blackmeorfoot, Deanhead. Ringstone Edae,
DRenby Pale and Elland GP, This latter mentioned site held the
largest number with eighteen on Dec 20¢th.

Nallard Anas platyrhynchos
Resident breeder (3) Common winter visitor

Early maxima of 78 at JIngbirchweorth on the ist Jan, 58 at
Scout Dike on 9th, 47 on the River Colne at pReighton on 16th,
31 at Boshaw Whams on the 29th, and 60 at Cannon Hall on
27th Feb pilus smaller numbers at another twenty locations give
some indication of the status of this species.

There was evidence of breeding at many locations.

Later in the year the maximum numbers recorded were :-
Ingbirchworth 18 including 12 juveniles on June 9th (DBa).
Blackmoorfont. 54 on Oct i4th (MLD).

Bretton. ¢P 80+ on Oct 24th (SH).

Roydq Moor 75 on Dec 1Bth (SH).

Golgcar 42 on the canal between Golcar and [inthwaite on Dec
31st (JKP).

Pintail Anas acuta
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

The only record during the early part of the year was from
Scout Dike when a single flew over on 6th Feb (JED).

Later records were :~ Ripgstone Edge - A male on 3rd Sept and
i3th  Oct, (HBC) Broadstones - Six on 9th Sept. (NP)
Blackmoorfoot - A single on each of 2nd, 3rd and 6th Oct and
2nd, 3rd and 6th Nov (MLD). Ingbirchworth -~ A female on 5th
Mov and finally, Elland GP three flew E on 18th Dec (HEC).
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Garganey Anas querguedula
Rare summer migrant

A =single was present at Dpvestones on 20th May. This was found
by a member of the Greater Manchester Club during their "Bird
Raca", unfortunately no further details were supplied (GMC}.

Shoveler Anas clypeata
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

Blackmoorfoot had the first record of the year when a pair
were present on 27th June. At the same location one was
present on 28th July, three on 15th Oct and eight on 22nd Oct,
Five were present on 19th Nov and three on 2nd Dec.

Ringstone Edge ~ one on 22nd Oct (SH) and Ingbirchworth -~ four
wera present on Sept 8th and one on 19th Nov {RDH SEH).

Pochard Aythya ferina
Common passage and winter visitor

During the Ffirst winter period up to 18 were present at
Ingbirchuerth until early March. July saw the start of the
return but numbers did not build up until October when there
were 29 present on JOth, increasing to 49 by 5th Nov.
Similarly Blackmoorfoot had small numbers of birds present
until 25th April with the return starting on 7th Aug, building
up to a maximum of 35 on 10th Oct.

Other waters which held birds were Scout Dike with 16 on 25th
Jan, Scammopden, Bretton., Gunthwaite, Cannon Hall. Ellapd. GP,
Ringstone Edge and Royd Hoor.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Resident breeder (1) Common passage and winter visitor

Ingbirchwoxrth Well reported by a number of observers with
birds present in a3l)l months. The table below indicates the
monthly maxima.

Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nav Dec
10 6 13 19 14 23 63 102 92 40 6 6

Blackmoorfoot was similarly well reported, the monthly maxima
being :

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

6 7 4 $ 10 11 32 34 25 21 13 7

Other sites include Scout Djike, Hrettpn where there were at
least two broods of six and Gunthwaite where there were two
pairs during the breeding season (SH). There were a further
twelve waters where birds were seen during the winter nmonths
or on passade.

11



Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
Scarce tO unCommon passage visitor

Blackmoorfaot A male and a female were present on 8th April,
whilst on 25th and 27th July there were two males (MLD).
Elland .GP One female seen on 8th May and on a date in July
{unfortunately not specified) there were 18 accompanied by a
Velvet Scoter M. fusca. Here again there werea no further
details (BBC).

velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Scarce visitor

Ellapd GP As noted above, one was present on an unspecified
date in July (HBC). This is the fifth record for the Club
a‘ead,

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Regular but uncommon winter visitor

Ingbirchwerth From January until 18th April there were up to
four birds present on most days. The first of the winter birds
arrived on 22nd Oct, three females were seen on 24th, by 14th
Nov there were two males and two females and the final count
in Dec produced 3 males and 2 females.

It was a similar story at Blackmoorfoot where up to 3 birds
could be seen regularly until 20th April. Four birds returned
on Cct 16th rising to five on 22nd and numbers then remained
at this level until the end of the year. Other waters holding
the species were Scammonden with a male on 4th Feb, Deanhead
with three on 7th Mar, Ringstone Edge with 6 on 18th Mar, four
on the 7th April, two on 22nd and a late female was still
present on 1st May (JED). Pretton held a single on each of
three dates in December and Scgut Dike had a female on 20th
Nov.

Smew Mergus albellus
Rare visitor

A ’‘red-head’ was seen at Blackmogrfoot on 14th and 15th
Nov.(AJW DMO JED SH) The last one recorded here was in 1984.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Rare visitor

Blackmgorfoot is the expected site for obtaining a record of
this species and we were not Lo be disappointed. A male was
present from 14th to 19th and 23rd to 26th May, then on 15th
and 20th to 23rd June there was a pair with a male again
present on 28th. Singles noted were a female on 10th July and
males on llth Oct and 2nd Dec (MLD JKP).
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Other locations were,Dean Head one pair on 20th April (HBC),
Yatehplme with a pair on 10th May (RH), Ingbirchworth a female
on 2nd July (RD SEH) and Ramgden Res a male and two females on
28th Oct (TD).

Goosander Mergus merganser
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visitor

This would appear to have been an exceptional year for the
sheer humbers of this species. Elland GP had a maximum of 45
on 7th Feb (BBo), 48 on 20th Feb (SH) and 53 on 21st Feb (TH)}.
At the latter end of the year on 31st Dec Halifax Birdwatchers
Club recorded 61. These are the highest numbers ever recorded
in the Huddersfield area.

Blackmoorfoot also had records, mainly of single birds but
nine were seen [lying W on 21st Aug (MLD). Others rccorded
were from Pretton CP with one pair on 16th Nov and 6th Dec.
Broadstones held nine on 21st Aug (DM D&VI).

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis
Infrequent visitor but expanding

The first report was of a male at Bretton CP on 12th June,
numbers rose to a maximum of six males on 17th November.
Similarly at Ingpirchworth three males appeared on 7th August
and bhirds were present on most days until 5th November. Only
one female was seen throughout this period and the maximum
number of males was four on 13th September. From 4th Aug until
1st Oct between one and four birds were present at Scout Dike
whilst at Ringstone Edge twe females were present on 14th Oct.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Rare vagrant

Sightings occurred at Rishworth on 1st June when one was
observed flying WSW (TH HBC), and the second sighting was on
the following day at Digley when a wing-tagged bird was seen
being pursued by corvids (DMP). This was possibly the same
bird on both occasions but unfortunately no combination was
obtained.

Hlen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Rare visitor

On 22nd February a single was seen [lying over Winscar (JUM}
and a female was observed over PBroadstones at 0900hrs on 1%9th
May (JS}.

Goshawk Accipiter gontilis
Sporadic breeder and rare visitor

A single was seen at Langgsett on 12th Feb (THM} and a pair were

dislaying near Brownhi)l. Res (HQ) onh the same day. At
Yatehoime there were two present on 19th March (HQ) and on

13



/th April a pair were scen over the Little Don Valley (TH).
$keimanthorpe provided an unexpeced sighting on 7th May when
one was visible for five minutes before flying E over the
Dearne Valley (JED JMD). A single was seen flying over penby
pale on 11th Aug (PG).

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Resident breeder (2)

This species was recorded in a tota)l of 52 different
localities. Breeding evidence was reported from several areas
as well as some interesting reports of unsuccessful pursuits
of 1likely prey, e.g. Redwing at Almondbury (5G) and Green
woodpecker at [ockwood (DM). Prey taken from gardens included
Robin and Bullfinch.

Buzzard BHuteo buteo
Rare visiltor

On 28th May a single was seen in flight near Flouch at 1300hrs
(TH}. The only other report was of a bira at Rishworth (MSH)
but, unfortunately, no date was given.

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus
Rare winter visitor

Golcar A single flew North-#est on 21st Oct (KW). This was
orly the ninth record for the Club area.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Rare visitor

The only report this year was of a single which flew S over
Elland GP on the 17th October (HBC).

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident breeder (2)

The overwheilming number of reports of this species, both
sightings and positive proof of breeding are most encouraging,

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
Rare vagrant

Unfortunately, the one bird reported in the Club area did not
stay long enough for word to get around to many members. An
adult female was perching on wires between the two reservoirs
at Royd Mcor and Scout Dike on 28th May (first located by MCW
and subseguently seen by BA NP JED JB et al). This record is
stijl under consideration by BBRC,

14



Merlin Falco columbarius
Resident breeder (1)} and scarce visitor

Singles were seen at: Scammonden, a female on 4Ath Feb (JED),
Yatehelme on 20th March (TM), Winscar on 9th May one flew over
the moors to the west of the reservoir (JED), at [Langsett Moor
a male was seen on 13th May (SG) and a male was seen on five
dates between 11th and 28th August, hunting over fields in
Shepley, on two occasions carrying prey (DBa). At Peer Jlill a
single was seen on 26th Aug (TD). A single was seen aver a
garden at Oggett on 23rd Oct (GC), whilst at Blackmpgrfoot a
bird flew west on 29th Oct and at Mjiddlestown a male was
present on 8th Nov (JG SG). At Dovestones a pair were seen
frequently (AJS}.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
Rare visitor

A single put in a brief appearance at Helme on 20th August
{(TD).

Peregrine Falco peregrinus
Resident breeder (1)

One to three birds were regularly present on the cooling tower
at EFElland GP from the 11th January (HBC}. Breeding was
successful at at least two sites in the Club area, one pair
fledging three young. There were many other sightings :~ a
juvenile ot Cannen Hall onh 26th February, and sinhgles were
seen flying over pPenby Dale_ on 3rd March (TM), Lockwood on
26th June, 27th July and 5th Aug (DM) Blackmoorfoot on 13th
Aug, 23rd Oct and Nov 6th (MLD DMO). Rather surprisingly, one
was very close to the town centre, perched on a lamp post an
the Ring Road close to the Techmical College onh 3lrd Nav (RK).

¢ 4
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Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Resident breeder (3)

Breeding in several of the moorland areas; Langsett (SG),
Woodhead (TH), near Crossleys Plantation (SH), Marsden Clough
(DBa) and XYateholme (RH) plus a number of other suitable
locations.

Red-leqgged Partridge Alectoris rufa
Resident breeder (1)

It would appear that this species is on the decline in the
Club area as there was only one report of a single bird at
Dovestones on 2%th May (SH).

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Resident breeder (2}

Successful breeding reported from several locations. There was
a great deal of activity at Turley Cote Lane with four birds
on 1ith Feb {JED). Shepley a pair seen on 12th Mar had raised
nine young by 8th June (DBa}, Royd Moor one flushed from a
nest on 29th HMay (JED}. Enlevy Moor six pairs were present
early in the ysar (SG). Coveys of varying Eize were noted as
follows: pDenby Dale two on 10th June, 3 on 30th August and
seventeen on 25th October (TH), siXteen were present at
Crosland Hill on 25th October (DM) and at Farnley Tyas on 28th

November a covey of thirteen were seen (SG).

Quail Coturnix coturnix
Scarce summer visitor. Occasional breeder

Calling males were heard around the Broadstones area from 4th
June. Other reports received were from Browns Edge Road, Birds
Nest Lane, Broadstone Road and Wipdmill) Lane. Up to six were
located at any one time but there were possibly more. ‘The last
record was of one which had been slightly injured after
hitting wires and, on recovery, was released in this area on
19th Aug (TM).

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Resident breeder (2-3)

Many woodlands in the area appear to have resident birds which
have been reared for sport. An unusual breeding success was

from the ICI tip near the River Calder (DS)-

Water Rail Rallus aguaticus
Scarce winter visitor

The oniy reports were of single birds. Bretton on 26th and
27th Feb (at the western end of the top lake) (JED JMT SH DMP
SP KW) and on 17th Dec from the same area (JKP}

Elland GP on 14th April and again on 16th Oct (HBC). On the
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latter date there was also a single reported from a riverside

garden near Holmfirth (per HQ).

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Resident breader (2+3)

Pairs bred successfully at many locations: Gunthwaite,

Inghirchworth, Cannen_ Hall, Elland GP, Shepley Push Dam and
many others.

Coot Fulica atra
Resident breeder (2)

The maximum pre-breeding peaks were twenty at Inghirchworth on
20th March (DBa), twenty-nine at E]land GP on 22nd March (HBC)
and forty-~three at Capnon Hall on 27th Feb (SH). Breeding
successes Were noted at many of these locations but there weve
the inevitable failures such as the pair at Blackmoorfoot
which had a nest with five eggs on 24th April but by 2nd May
the nest was high and dry and subsequently fell from the base
of the bush it had been built in. Post-breeding peaks were:
thirty~five plus at Bretton CP on 6th Dec (SH}.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
Uncommon passage visitor

Reports were of single birds only, these were : Broadstones on
7th, Bth April (PG) and on 5th May (NP), Baitings Res on Sth
June, Elland GP on 23rd June (SW HBC) and Blackmoorfgot on
15th Sept (MLD).

Little Ringed Plover cCharadrius dubius
Occasional breeder and scarce summer visitor

As with the preceding species all reports were of single
birds: Rishworth on 11th April (THM), Blackmoorfoot, an 23rd
July (juvenile) (MLD), Ingbirchworth, on 2nd Aug (juvenile)
(BA) and Raoyd_Moox on lst Sept (NP).

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Uncommon passage visitor

In spring single birds were recorded at Ringstone on 30th
April and 10th May. Al)l other records were in August and
September: singles were at Ringstope on Sth and 16th Aug and
I7th Sept with two 30th Aug (HBC), at Ingbirchworth on 28th
Aug three were present and at Blackmoorfoot one was heard
calling on 13th Aug {MID) and five juveniles were present on
10th Sept (DWS PB).

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Migrant breeder (2) common passage and winter visitor

The numbers recorded at the start of the year werc quite Jlow
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compared Wwith some years. First records were of five flying E
in the lade Edge area on 18th Feb (SH} and twenty-four at
Blackmoorfoot on the 13th {MLD). March saw an increase with in
excess of a bhundred in heavy rain at Ringstone Edge on 18th
{(JED). Eleven at Broadstopnes on the 20th increased to forty-
four on the 21st (BA) and 143 on 10th April (SH). In the
Ingbirchwprth area on 22nd April there were ninety plus (DBa)
with eighty-three at Blackmoorfogt on the same date (MLD).
Smail numbers were recorded in subsequent months, peaking at

120 at Ripgstone Edge on 23rd Dec (HBC}.

Grey Plover Pluvialis sgquatarola
Rare passage visitor

In the Ingbirchworth/Whitley Common area a single which was

still in winter plumage was present on 10th May (JED)}. A bird
was present at Blackmeorfoot on 2nd October (MLD}.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellius
Resident breeder (3-4) Numerous passage and winter visitor

Quite well represented throughout the Club area but numbers
are down on previous years. Monthly maxima include :-

Inghirchworth (DBa RDH SEH)

Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Awpg Sep Oct Nov Dec
0 0o 6 0 1 1 400 5 30 100 0 58
Blavkmpwrfopt (ML.D)

42 60 24 0 0 58 250 263 154 230 107 150

Other maxima records include : PBroadstones with 200+ on 12th
June, 150+ on 13th June and 260 on 22nd December
{JED) ,Ringstone Edae with 53+ on 3rd Nov (SH) and 90 on 23rad

Dec (HBC), . Rovd Moor 85+ on 20th Nov (SH) and Crosland Moor
with c60 on 21st December.

Sanderling cCalidris alba
Scarce passage visitor

Inghirchworth played host to two birds on 4th May (NP) and a
single was seen at Ringstone Edge on 13th Aug (HBC).

Little Stint cCalidris minuta
Scarce passage visitor

A Jjuvenile was present at Blackmoorfoot on 15th Sept (MLD).
This was the first vrecord at this site since 1983.

punlin Calidris alpina
Migrant breeder (1-2) uncommon passage visitor

Blackmoorfoot scored highly with twenty records of single

birds on dates from 24th July until the 2nd Dec and four birds
we:re present on 25th Oct [(MLD). At PBroadstones there were two
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summer plumaged birds on 4th and 5th May (BA NP). Other
singles were noted at Scout Dike on Sept 14th (NP) and at
Elland GP on 24th Dec (SH).

Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Scarce passage visitor

There was an unusual spring record from Scout Dike on April
3rd when a single was present (NP). Autumn movement was
indicated in August and September at JIpngbirchworth with a
single on 12th, 28th and 31st Aug and the 1lst, 3rd and 7th
Sept with two birds on 2nd Sept (DBa NP RDH SEH). Similarly at
Blackmoorfoot - a male and female were present on Sept 2nd,
from 6th to 9th a female and on 15th a male and two females,
with four females on Sept 27th (MLD et al).

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce passage and winter visitor

on the 30th Jan there were sixX present at ELland GP with fewer
birds present by March. The return started on Oct 23rd with a
single and peaked at seven on 28th Dec {HBC). At Deerhill a
singie was present on 13th Feb, Ringstone Edge had a single on
20th oct whilst Blackmgorfoot held two on Bth Nov (MLD).

Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Resident breeder (1-~2) Common passage and winter visitor

A good number of records from March until December, however
there was only one occasion when double filgures were attained,
this being twelve at Elland GP on 18th Dec (HBC). At
Broadstones there were a number of reports of birds drumming
in May and a maximum of eight were seen on 14th Oct (PG).
Similarly eight birds were seen at Ringstone Edge on 2&th Aug
(HBC). Rlackmoorfoot had records for sixteen days between July
and November with a maximum of eight on 22nd Oct (MLD)}. (Qther
records of up to three birds were from JIngbirchworth, RDenby
Dele, sScout Dike, Digley, Deanhead and Scammonden.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Resident breeder (2) Uncommon winter visitor

Elland GP held a single on %th Jan then singles on three
unspecified dates in March (HBC). Single roding birds were
heard at _Bretton CP on 28th April (Ba) and at Midhope Hoor on
13th May (SG}. At Crossley’s Plantation two were roding on
12th June (SH). Three territories in the Little_ Don_Valley
where up to four birds were seen on 1l4th June (THM) and 1st
July (SH}. Four bjrds were shot during November at Yateholme
(TD). Other reports from the latter part of the ycar were of
singles at Healey House on 11th Oct (TD}, Bullcliffe Wood on
25th Nov (PG) and Denby Dale on 9th Dec (TH).
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Bluck~tailed Godwit Limosa limosa -
Rarc visitor

Two birds in near full summer plumage at Blackmoorfoot on 25th
Juily arrived from the west at 194Shrs on 25th July (MLD DMO
JP}.

whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Scarce to uncommon passage visitor

A single was present at Broadstones on 4th May (NP), five
birds flew over Golcar at 0630hrs on 6th May (KW), two flew
west over Blackmoorfoot on 7th May (PB).

Curlew Numenius arguata
Migrant breeder {2) Common passage visitor

The return passage started on 2nd March when one flew scuth—
east over Hade Edge (SH} and on the same day one flew over
Denby Dale (TH). The next report was 13th March with twenty-
five in the Broadstones area (NP). Regular reports from other
areas include Sgapmeonden, HWinscar, Ingbirchwarth, Hade Edge,
Digley, Rishworth and on the eastern side, Bretton and
Stocksmoor Common. Final reports were mainly in July apart
from Blackmoorfoot where four flew west on 20th Sept and the
last, a single, on 5th Nov.

Redshank Tringa totanus
Migrant breeder (1)

The first record was of a single at Ingbirchworth on 27th
April and at the same location two were present on 1st, 2nd,
4th, 7th and 8th May. The species was not seen again at this
locality until a single was present on 16th July. On Rhitley
Copmen a single was séen on 30th April, 10th May and 5th June.
at Brpadstones on 7th and 8th May two were displaying. Singles
were present at RWipscay on 7th May and at Dovestones on 5th
June. There was a poor showing at Blackmoorfoot which only had
singles on 30th April and 2nd and 30th Oct (MLD).

Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Uncommon passage visitor

W.th the exception of two at Ringstone Edge on 5th Aug (HBC)
all other records were of singles; Blackmoorfoot on 17th (MLD)
and 26th Aug (TM) and 2nd and 3rd Sept (MLD), Ingbirchworth on
22nd Aug and 1st Sept (RDH SEH NP), Broadstones on 1st Sept
and Scout Dike on 3rd, 4th, 13th and 14th Sept (NP).

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

An adult was present at Dewsbury SF on 13th July (SH) and a
single was seen at Ringstone Edge on 5th Aug (HBC) whilst

20



Sgcout Dike had singles on 1st Sept and 2nd oct (NP) and
Blackmoorfoot had one on 10th Oct (DWS PB}.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Migrant breeder {2)

The first record was at Bjlberry with two on 24th April (HQ).
Ingbirchworth had one on 28th April, eth May, whilst four were
present on 28th July, two on 2nd Aug, five on 3rd, a single on
12th, three on 18th, and singles on 31 Aug, 2nd and 13th Sept
(DBa NP TM RDH SEH). At Winscar a pair were present on 9th May
{JED) and a pair with young were Seeh on 1lst Juhe (ICP}. The
reservoirs at Dovestones, Yeoman Hey and Greenfield had in
excess of five birds (SH) and singles were seen at Didgley on
2nd May and Wessenden Head on Sth June. During Hay
Blackmoorfoot had one on 2nd, 7th, B8th and 9%th and a single
was seenh on 23rd June, 1st July, then two or three birds were
present almost daily until the 31st Aug with the last, a
single, on 2nd Sept (MLD).

Turnstone Areparia interpres
Scarce passage visitor

later in the afternoon (NP).

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
Rare visitor

In Jan an adult was present at Blackmoorfoot on 2nd, 3rd,
7th, Bth, 11th, 15th, 23rd, 27th and 31lst and also on 19%th
and 20th Feb (PB MLD XW JP DWS). puring the second winter
pericd a first-winter bird was present on 30th Oct and 20th
Nov (PB MLD}.

Little Gull Larus minutus
Scarce passage visitor

At Blackmoorfoot a first-winter was present on 3rd Jan (PB
DWS), an adult on 19th and 20th Feb (MLD PR DWS) and an adult
on 11th Nov (JP PB KW DWS}. At Elland _GP there was a single of
unspecified age on 12th Feb (HBC).

Black~headed Gull Iarus ridibundus
Resident breeder (1) Numerous passage and winter visitor

Evidence of breeding came from Black Moss and pPewsbury 5F
where adults were protecting territory and small juveniles
were seen but no numbers were forthcoming. At Maych Haigh
Reseryoiy six nests were located on the dam wall {(TD).
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Counts of this species combined with Common Gull Larus canus
roosting at Hlgckmoorfoot and Jlnghirchworth showed peaks of :-

Jan Feh Oct Nov Dec
Blackinoorifoot | 7450 6700 3600 5800 4700
Ingbirchworih 300 1024 146 271 504

Throughout the autumn and winter periods numbers in excess of

50 were noted at Woodsome Golf Course. At Blackmoorfaot on
13th Feb there was an all white bird which had a faint trace
of normal underwing pattern and on 15th Oct one showed a white
mantle and upper wing coverts (MLD PB).

Coemon Gull Larus canus
Common winter and passage visitor

The only counts, with the exception of those included with
Black-headed Gull L.ridibundus were as follows:

Ringstone Edge had eighty on 16th Jan and fifty on 24th (JED}.
Elland GP had in excess of 100 on 21st March and 240 on 18th
Nov (HBC) and

Blackmoorfoot had up to 500 throughout Oct, 676 on 1l2th Nov
and 744 on 3rd Dec {(MLD PB).

Lesser Black~backed Gull Larus fuscus
Common passage and winter visitor

The table beloukshous the peak counts at Blagkmogrfoot (n/c
indicates no count).

Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
6 15 47 a/c 17 81 257 618 8281656 269 48

Once again the species showed a slow build up to the peak in
October and then a very rapid decline. The 1656 on 6th Oct was
the largest number ever recorded in the Club area

Birds showing the characteristics of the race L.f.intermedius
were noted at Blackmoorfoot on 28th Sept {an adult), 5th Oct
{two adults), 9th Oct (one adult and a sub-adult) 19th,20th
and 27cth Nov (an adult) (MLD DWS PB). Two adults showing
characteristics of the nominate race L.f.fuscus were present
on 5th oct (MLD DWS SP).

Broadstopes had eleven on 12th June, 65 on 21st Aug (SH), 150+
on 30th Aug {JED) and 275 on 11lth Oct (PG}. In fields ncar the
Flouch jinn approximately 200 were present on 1l1th June (SH).
Kumbers peaked at Ingbirchworth in November with 62 (ROH SEH
s6)
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Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Common passage and winter visitor

There were no other records apart from the peak counts at
Blackmoorfoot (n/b indicates no birds present)

(n/b Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
766 64 88 n/b b /b 1 o 3 10 71 427

Ingbirchworth The maximum seen here were sixteen in November,
whereas at Broadstones the maximum recorded was forty in
January.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachipnans
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

Recently speciated, having previously been considered a race
of Herring Gull Larus argentatus. Past Club area records will
be found under the name of L.a.michahellis. All records of
the species were from Blackmoorfgot: adults were present from
28th to 3ist Jan, 13th July and on 18th and 21st to 23rd
September saw the return of two adults on 5th, three on the
6th and one on 7th to 11th and 23rd. In October an adult on
3rd, 4ath, 14th and 21st, whilst on 22nd an adult and a sub-
aduit were present, the adult remaining between 24th and 30th.
Finally, in November there was an adult on 4th and 20th. (PB
MLD DWS KW JP DMP}.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides

Scarce winter visitor

Blackmoor foot

In January a first-winter bird was present on 2nd, 7th, 10th,
15th, 16th, 27th, 30th, 3J1st and also Sth Feb. This being

joined by a second-winter on Jan 7th and 30th . None were
recorded at the latter part of the year. (PB MLD DWS KW DP SP
JP SH)

Lowfields A second-winter bird on 17th Jan was bBeen later at
Blackley tip (JED MBC) and a first-winter bird was present un
29th and 3Joth Jan (MM HBC).

At Lindley Moor on 2nd Feb a second-winter bird flew SH at
1600hrs (JED).

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
Scarce winter visitor

Blackmoorfoot

As with the previous species, the only records were from the
[irst winter period, In January a S$econd-winter bird was
present on 4th, 5th and 26th whilst a first-winter was seen on
8th, 16th, 21st and 27th. What were presumably the same birds
were in the roost on 11th and 12th. In February there was a
second-winter bird on 1st, 2nd, 6th and 20th, A record in
HMarch was of a third-winter bird on 4ath. (DWS TD PC SP PR SH
DMO JP MLD KW). '
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lowll¢lds A second-winter bird on 16th Jan and a [irst-winter
bird from l6th to 18th Jan {(MH JB HBC}.

Ellang GP held a first-winter and a second-winter bird on 14th
Jan, whilst in Feb there was a second-winter bird on Sth and a
third-winter bird on 6th and 7th (JB HBC).

Creat Black~backed Gull [arus marinus
Common winter visitor

Ingbirchworkth had a maxiwmum of four birds in each of January,
February and December. At Broadstones there were fifteen
present on 1lst Jan (SH) and at Elland GP on 2nd January there
were 177 (HBC).
The peak counts at Blackmoorfogt were:~ ({n/b indicates no
birds present).

Jan b Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2718 39 3 o/ ofb obh a/b 0 b 3 42 266

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Scarce passage visitor

Recorded from only two locations:

Blackmoorfoot On 14th and 15th Jan and on &th and 11th March
there was a single adult, whilst on 28th Jan an adult and a
second-winter bird were present. Heavy passage wWas noted on
19th March when thirty-two adults arrived from the north at
1725hrs and departed west at 1735hrs (MLD).

Elland GP one on 22nd March, two flew W on 3rd April, two were
present on 17th April and one flew E on 2nd May {(MH HBC).

Common Tern Sterma hirundo
Uncommon passage visitor

There were fewer records of this species than is normally the
case. There was a single at Elland GP on 24th May {(MH HBC).
Whilst at Blackmoorfoot singles were reported on 12th and 20th
June, 4th July and 10th Sept with three birds on both 19th
June and 10th Sept (MLD}.

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
Uncommon passage visitor

A bird at Ingbirchworth on 18th April was seen to Ely to Scout
pik (NP). Autumn records were from ackmoor foo with
inmatures on 30th September {MLD) and 2nd October (PB).

Black Tern chlidonias niger
Scarce passage visitor

Oon 29th April three birds were at Ingbirchworth for a period
of ten minutes, they then departed south-east at 0843hrs
(PBa). Later in the year a single was at Blackmoorfoot on 26th
September (DMO).
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Feral Pigeon Columba livia
Residant breeder (3)

Huddersfield town centre remains the stronghold of this
species, with birds starting to breed early in the year. A
pair were building near the canal on 10th Feb (JKP}. Up to 250
were regularly present in the town centre and there were many
sightings of flocks in excess of 50 around agricultural
areas, particularly at crop-sowing time in spring and auvtumn.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Resident breeder (2)

Reported from eighteen different scattered locations.
Generally seen in low single figures, the only large flock was
at Elland GP with cBO on 2lst March (JED). Breeding was
recorded at PBretton CP, Penny $pring Wood and Lepton Great
Wopd (5G), plus a number of other sites.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Resident breeder (4) Rumerous winter visitor

Flocks reported rarely attained three figures. In January, 111
in the Pradley Gate area was the largest, 70+ were present at
Elland GP on the 1st (SH), Bretton had c70 on 2nd {(SH) and at
Golcar 70+ flew west on the 17th (JED). During the second
winter period the largest flock reported was of thirty plus at

Beaumonf._Park on 20th October (RH).

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Resident breedex (3)

Very widespread but Trarely breeding away from human
habitation. A regular visitor to many gardens, usually in
single figures with up to eight being reported in Shepley
(SBWG).

Ring-nhecked Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Rare feral visitor

At Royd Moor one flew overhead when disturbed by gunshot
sounds on 14th May (ICP). A single was reported on a number of
occasions in the Almondhury district and a bird in the Farnley
valley on 6th November could poseibly have been the same
individual (AT).

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Migrant breeder (2)

The first report was from Deffer Wopd on 30th April (JED} and
birds were then reported from many scattered localities until
12th June. Various sites after this included Scammonden,
Ingbirchworth, GClough Head, Dovestones, Bilberry Res,
Blackmgorfoot and Holmbridge.




t.ttle Ow! Athene noctua
Resident breeder (2)

Present at 17 sites during the breeding season. Successful
breeding was reported from Shepley, Lindley Moor, Helmbridge,
lade _Edge, Royd_ Moor, Scammonden, BRretton, Penisteone and

Pigley. Singles were seen at a number of other locations.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Resident breeder (2)

Frequently heard at many scattered localities. Evidence of
breeding came from Almondbury where an adult and two juveniles
were seen on 15th June (DSI) and similarly at Helmbridge on
12th July (HQ). Other locations where breeding probably took
place were Shepley, Royd. Moor, Beaumont  PRark, Lockwood,
Bratton CP, Honley and Fixby.

Short-eared Owl Asic flammeus
Resident/migrant breeder (1)

Very few records this year. A single was near wWinscar Res on
14th april and was regularly reported up to 30th July (ICP BA
HQ JKP SH). Birds were present at two other sites during the
breeding season, but no evidence of breeding was forthcoming.

Swift Apus apus
Migrant breeder (2)

The first record was of a single bird at Ipngbirchworth on 28th
April (NP RD & SEH). At the same location there were five on
ioth April and on the same date cne was seen at Holmbridge
(HQ). Early May saw many more arrlving with numbers building
up to between 30 and 60. There were no larger concentrations
reported apart from Blackmoorfoot which held 120+ on 11lth Aug
{MLD) .

Nesting sites at Almoendbury, Colnebridge and along the Colne
Valley were once again occupied.

Last reports were in the final week of Aug, apart from a

single was seen at Blackmporfoot on 3ird Sept,
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Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Resident breeder {1)

Reports were mainly of single birds from a number of scattered
locations Denby Dale, Armitage  Pridge, Holmbridge,
Thunderbridge, Elland GP, Jockwood (Brewery Dam), Folly Hall,
and on various stretches of the canal between Slaithwaite and
Golcar. Although sightings at Blackmogrfoot have increased
over the year, it was most unusual that a single bird was
present throughout the first winter period (last date being
10th March} with two being seen on a number of occasions. Up
to two were regularly on the canal at Elland (JT) and two
pairs bred at Elland GP (HBC).

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Resident breeder (1-2)

A very pleasing number of reports from at least seventeen
different locations. Probably bred at Bretton CP, Scammeonden
and Shepley but the number of reports received from other
suitable habitats would suggest that breeding took place at
some of these.

A bird at Lockwood had a lucky escape when it was observed
being chased by a Sparrowhawk (DH).

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos majfor
Resident breedex {2)

Another species which appears to be successful in our area.
Many reports were of sightings from gardens where they fed
from the nut dipensers in winter and also late in the breeding
season accompanied by Jjuveniles. Reported from eighteen
different localities where the species probably brqd.
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ilesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor
Resident breeder (1}

Regularly seen at Ellgnd GP, where a pair were displaying on
21st March (JED) and two males and a female were present on
3rd April (HBC). A pair bred at Healey House and raised at
least one youny (TD). The reports from Bretton CP would
indicate that breeding took place. Other reports were of
single birds in a garden at Clayton West during June (AS) and
a* Farnley on 1st May (DSI).

Skylark Alauda arvensis
Resident breeder (3-4)

The earliest records of the year were three which flew west at
Blackmoorfoot on 29th Jan, a single at }ade Edge on 7th Feb,
with ten present there on 1st March (SH). Ten birds were also
noted at JIngbirchworth on 1llth Feb (RDH SEH). Present
throughout the summer months in all the usual breeding areas
although a disturbing report was that no sightings or singing
birds were in the Bradley (DSP) or Heolmbrlidge areas (HQ).
Thirteen flew south at Blackmoorfogt on 8%th Oct and on 17th
Oct a total of 43 birds including a flock of 21 flew south-
west over Mooprside Edge (SH).

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Miyrant, rare breeder

Elland GP had the first record of the year with a single on
23rd March. Blackmeorfoot had four on 29th March and six on
12th April whilst two were present at Inghirchworth on 1llth
April. Later in the year, singles were seen at Blackmoorfoot
on 19th May, 13th and 14th Aug with three present on 17th Aug.
Two were feeding over a pond at Denby Dale on 17th Aug (TM),
two flew west at Scammonden on lith Sept and eight flew north-

east over Lindley Moor on 20th Sept (JED).

Swallow Hirundo rustica
Migrant breeder (4)

First reports came from Blackmoorfoot where singles were seen
on llth and 13th April. On 14th april single birds were noted
at Ppepby Dale and by the 2!st numbers had jncreased
considerably and there was a steady stream of reports from a
nunber of locations.

Breeding was reported from several sites including Emley Mooy
where twelve pairs nested in the vicinity of the transmitter
site.
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The autumn passage resulted in large numbers being reported :
c50 were present at Upper Dgnby on 7th Sept (DBa) whilst at
Blackmoorfoot the maxima during the month was 37 on 3rgd, 28
on 7th, 48 on 10th, 80+ on 1llth and 50+ on 15th and 16th.
Numbers then dropped, but 20 were at Holmbridge on 4th oOct.
The final record came from Meltham where a single was seen on
the very late date of 1et Nov (DWS),

House Martin Delichon urbica
Migrant breeder (3)

A very early individual was seen at Ingbirchworth on 11th
April (NP), The next, a single, was seen at Holmbridge on 22nd
April (HQ}, then larger groups began to return and up to
twenty were sighted almost daily until mid June. The number of
nesting records was somewhat sparse, but this may have been
due to the scarcity of birds in some of the brceding areas
such as Lindley, Salendine Nook and Qutlane. The number of
Upper Cumberworth and PDenby Dale would indicate successful
breeding in these areas.

The build up to autumn migration was very well reported and in
Aug Blackmoorfoot had 120 on Jlith (MLD) and forty plus were
seen over Royd Moor on 13th (JED). The last records came from
Berry Moor with ten on 4th Oct (JED), Elland GP on the 5th oOct
with over twenty birds passing through {HBC) and on the same
date at Wingscar Reg there were ten birds (SG). The last record
of the year came from Blackmoorfoot with two on 9th Oct {MLD).

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Migrant breeder (2-3}

The first record was from Midhope Mgor when a single was
present on 12th April. Two birds were in song at Brettgn P on
both 2Bth April (BA) and 3rd May (TM). Sihging males were also
reported from Scammonden on 1st and 6th May (JED) and from the
Little Don Valley on 17th May (TM). Reports from Harden Clgugh
would indicate that this is one of the strongholds. At Deffer
WoqQd, where the species could formerly be located, neo
indication of birds was found.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Resident breeder (4~5) Partial migrant

Rather unusually single birds were seen throughout January at
Hade FEdge, Holmfirth, Heltham and Almondbury but, of
particular interest were the five seen at Broadstopes on 1st
Jan {SH). During heavy snow on 3rd Feb there were over 300 at
Elland GP (TM). During March and April more birds appeared on
the higher ground with 28 at Scammonden on 25th March, over 30
at Qldfieldq on 28th March and in excess of 20 at Broadstones
on 3rd April.
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Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta
Rare visitor

Ringstone Edge Held a single on 10th and 11th Oct (JB)}, and
what may have been the same bird was seen briefly on 16th
{SH).

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla rlava
Migrant breeder

The only records were of singles at Houses Hill on 3rd Hay,

fiilshaw on 14th and 15th May (SH) and Blackmoorfoot on 17th
July and 10th and 11th Sept (MLD).

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
Resident breeder (2)

In January singles were seen at Almondbury on 3rd (DSI),
Meliham on 4th (SH) and Silkstone on 25th (JED). There were
many reports during the breeding season with pairs proved or
probably breeding at Shepley, Dogley, Riding Wood Res,
Blackmoorfoot, Hill _Top, Thornton  lodge, Waterloo and
Almondbyry -

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Resident breeder (3)

The roost in Huddersfield town centre exceeded 200 on 20th
March and 75 plus were still present on 3rd April (JKP). Bred
throughout the area with recorde from many scattered
localities.

Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Residenk breeder (2)

Reported from several locations. One was present at Crowden
on Jan 31st (JED) and on 1l0th Feb one was feeding near the
canal overflow at Golcar (JKP). At Holmfirth a single was seen
on 22nd April (RD & SEH) and on 31st Augq two were present near
the swimming baths (DM). Breeding records came from Hill Top,
Oxy _Grains Beck and along The Black Brook-

wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Resident breeder (3)

Many reports of breeding from woods and woodland edges
throughout the area, also at altitudes such as Ingbirchworth
and Degr Hill. Birds breeding in gardens were reported from
Shepley, Clayton West, Shelley, Holmfirth, New Mill and many

other locations.
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Dunnock Prunslla modularis
Resident bresder (3)

Regular in many gardens and hedgerows, five birds were in a
garden very close to Huddersfield town centre on 8th Feb
(ICP).

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Resident breeder (4-5)

Very widespread with almost every garden report containing a
pair. There were a number of instances of birds in song very
late into the night.

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
Rare visitor

This is almost a repeat of the 1993 report when the bird
remained until 14th June: a male sang at Dovestones from the
end of May until 1lo0th July (AJS) It remains to be seen
whether this bird returns in 1995, and if [t can attract a
female.

Redstart’ Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Migrant breeder (2)

The first reports were all of single mrales in May; at
Scammenden on 1st (JED), Hey Clough on 2nd (DM) and Browphill
Res on 29th (SH). In June four were seen at two locations in
the Little Don Valley on the 12th (SH). The only report for
later in the year was of a male at Scammonden on 3Jrd Sept
(NP).

wWhinchat Saxicola rubetra
Migrant breeder (2)

The first arrivals noted were a wmale at Meltham MoQr on 27th
April, one at Bradley Park on 29th (DWB) and two males at
wWhitley Common on  30th. Other locations in May were:
Broadstones Res and ScammQnden. A palir bred at this last
mentioned locality and an adult with four young wae seen in
nmid-Aug (JED).

Stonechat Saxicola torguata
Occasional breeder (1) Scarce passage and winter visitor

At punford Bridge a single was seen on 15t Jan (JMD) and a
male was noted on 16th (SH). At Royd Edge Clough there were
three or possibly four present on 3rd Jan (DMP JJ). Dovestones
had at least two paire present and on 29th May, a male was
seen with three juvenlles whilst on 5th June there was a male
with four Jjuveniles (SH). There were no other reports but a
pair with two Jjuveniles was still present at Dovestones on
26th Sept.
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Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
Migrant breeder (2)

The earliest record was from Sgamnonden when a single male was
present on 2l1st March (JKP), this was followed by a further
twe on 28th {JB)}. A male was seen at Blackmoorfoot on 27th
March with two males present the Ffollowing day. The influx
started the following month with twenty-two at Whitley Common
on 3rd April and a single on the same date at Rovd Moor
(JED). Scammonden once again featured, and on the 7th and 10th
of the month, thirteen and twelve birds respectively were
present (SH JED). At Broadstones there were at least ten
present on 10th and on 30th twenty~tweo were seen. Other
locations were: Dovestones with three males and two females on
29th May and two males and three juveniles on 12th June (SH),
Bilberry had three present on 7th HMay (HQ)}, Winscar had a
single on 1st HMay, Digley, where breeding was noted, had
family groups on 30th June and 27th Aug (ICP HQ).

Of the birds at Whitley Common on 30th April, five showed the
characteristics of the Greenland race 0,0.leucorrhoa {(JED).
The only late records were in Sept with two birds at
Broadstonges on 2nd (NP), one at Digley on 10th (HQ) and two at
Scammonden on 11th (JED).

Ring Ougzel Turdus torquatus
Migrant breeder (2)

The first record of the season was of a single bird at Digley
on 1st April, later in the month five were seen around this
area (HQ). Other reports for April include one at Whitley

Common on 3rd (SMD), two males at Meltham Moor on 6th (DHMP)
and one at BPBroadstones on 10th. At least one pair bred at

Dovestones and five or six birds were seen in the area on 5th
June (SH}.

The only late record was of a male feeding on Rowan berries at
Scammonden on 3rd Oct (JED). '

Blackbird Turdus merula
Resident breeder (5) Numerous winter visitor

Numerous reports, particularly of hirds frequenting and
nesting in gardens. The only large concentration was of a
group of twenty-two at Coxley Wood on Bth Jan (SH).

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Numerous passage and winter visitor. Occasional breeder.

Maximum numbers during the early part of the year were
recorded on 2nd Jan when Rushy Wood had a flock of
approximately 100 and, on the same date, there were in excess
of 300 at Ingbirchworth which also held flocks of 80 on 8th
Feb and 200 on 111th and at Broadstones 80 on 22nd.
Blackmoorfopt held a maximum of 200 on 25th March, 100 on 19th
and 104 on 27th. 178 were observed flying north-east at
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Oldfield on 30th March (SH). On Sth and 6th April filocks of
200 and 120 rtespectively were seen in the Almondbury area,
thereafter numbers dropped rapidly with a very late single at
Wessenden on 1st June {(DMP).

An early returning bird was seen at Scapmonden on 3rd Oct
(JED). The main arrival came a little later with around 700 in
the Spicer House Lane area on 24th Oct. A large mixed flock of
this species and Redwing in the ratio of about 7 : 1 was in
the Ingbirchworth area on 16th Nov (BA). Movements at
Blackmoorfoot included 567 south on 23rd Oct and 621 west the
following day. At Royd Moor 135 were seen on 21st Dec and 60

were at Birdeedge on 31st (JED).

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident breeder (3)

At Penny Spring Wood three birds were in full song during
spring (SG). The bird in a garden at Lipndley Mogr on 1lth
March had been present since 24th Oct 1993, this being a most
unusual winter record (JED)}. Other spring records were all
garden reports. One bird was in song at Royd Moor on 3rd July
and a bird seen at Lindley Moor on 19th Oct was probably of
Continental origin (JED}.

Redwing Turdus ilfacus
Numerous passage and winter visitor

Flock sizes were not particularly large during the early part
of the year. With the exception of 50 at Blackmoorfoot on 4th
Jan and 30+ there on 12th and 13th Feb, the Jan figures never
exceeded twenty. Locations with flock sizes Iln brackets were :
Gunthwaite (10), <Coxley Wood (9), Hills o’ HNats (17),
Ingkirchworth (20) and Meltham {10). On 12th Feb at Lindley
Moor thirty-one were gathering to roost. In Huddersfield town
centre about ten were seen close to the ‘bus station on 15th
Feb (JKP). Twenty birds were flying in a north-easterly
direction over Hade Edge on 1i1th Mar (SH).

Returning birds were noted on 4th Ockt at pigley Bottom when a
party of twenty-five were found (HQ). Bretton CP had over 200
on 24th Oct (JED), at Gelcar (near the capal) there were 300
on Oct 30th (JKP) and there were approximately 250 at
Ingbirchworth on 16th Nov (BA). Movements at Blackmoorfoot
included 293 north on 16th Oct, 126 south the following day
and 224 weskt on 24th.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident breeder (3)

Small numbers were seen in Jan at Hade Edge: nine on S5th,
fourteen on 10th and six on 24th (SH). Also during Jan there
were seven at Scammonden on 16th. Surprisingly for this time
of the year, seventeen were seen at Hade Edge on 18th Feh
{SH). .

There were a number of records from gardens throughout the
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area during the breeding season. )

Autumn groupings began in Aug with eleven flying over Longroyd
Bridge on the 24th (JKP), but no other gatherings were
reported. The largest group reported during the winter was of
eleven at Scammonden 3rd Nov (JED).

Grasshopper Warbler ILocustella naevia
Occasional migrant breeder (1)

In the Lithercop Road area at Brettaon at least two males were
present on 28th April (TM). A male was singing from a youhg
plantation at Yatehplme on 28th May (JED) and at Inghirchworth
{near Broadstones crossroads), a single was in song on 19th
June (NP).

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Migrant breeder (1)

The first record was of a singing male at Elland_ GP on 23rd
April (HBC) and again on 28th (JED). At the same site there
were six males on 7th May (HBC) and three pairs are known to
have bred. A male was singing at Scout Dike on 8th May {(NP).
The last, a single, was seen at Elland GP on 23rd Aug {(HBC)

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Rare passage migrant

Two males were present in the Litherop Lane area at Bretton on
28th April (JED TM BA) and a male was singing from a young
plantation st Yateholme on 28th May {JED). A male was present
at Horbury Wyke on 19%th June {SH) and at Elland GP a male was
singing on 21st May and two were present on 19th June. For the
first time a pair bred and were seen feeding young on 24th
July (HBC).

This is the First time since 1977 that this species has been
recorded in four different locations. The 28Bth April record is
also the earliest since Club records began.

lLesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Migrant breeder (1)

Singing males were located at Elland CF on 25th (HBC) and 28th
April (JED) and at palton on 27th and 28th (BA). Two birds
were in song at Sgout Dike on 8th May (BA), ona was present at
Almondbury (near Kaye Lane) on 6th June (DSI} and a single was
at whitley Beaumont on 25th June (DWB). Whilst no dates were
given, there were more birds than normal singing in the
Penigtone area although no indication of numbers present was
given (NP).

Last reports were of a single seen at Dalton on 28th July and
also from 15th to 19th Aug (BA) and a very late bird was at
Elland GP on 9th Sept (HBC).
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Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Migrant breeder (2)

pigley produced the first bird on 27th April (HQ}. On 28th and
29th of that month there was one at Bretton with two singing
there on 30th and three were present on 1lst May (JED Ba). A
male was also noted on 30th April at Deffer Wood. There were a
number of reports of singing males throughout May from Scout
Dike, Elland. . GP had birds on 20th and 22nd a single was
present at Rgyd Moor on 29th. Similarly, June was also
productive with birds at Upper Cumberworth, Thernhill, Horbury
and Pewsbury SF where, on 13th July there were five birds
{SH).

The last was recorded at Elland GP on 10th Aug (HBC).

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
HMigrant breeder (2)

One singing at Woodspme on 24th April was the first noted
(DSI). At Elland GP there was a male on 28th April, three
singing on 22nd May and two on 20th June. Other locations of
singing birds were: Bretton CP on 1st HMay (at the west end of
the park), Penistone on 2nd, Meltham on 7th, Honley on A8th,
almondhury on 9th, two at Mollicar Wood on 13th, five at
Elland GP on 20th and one at pigley Bgttom on 29th. Sightings
in June were of one at Windybank Wood on 1lst, a single at
Lockwood on 4th and three at Rgyd Mooy on 12th. There were no
Autumn records.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Migrant breeder (2~3}. Scarce winter visitor

Overwintering males frequented bird tables and gardens in Jan
through to the end of March at 0Ossett (GC), HWooldale (RD &
SEH) and Fixhby (BL). At Penistone a female fed daily on
peanuts and baked potato! (NP)

Migrants arrived at El)and GP in April with a male on 11th and
four males and a female on 28th, two males wWwere present on
22nd May and =also on 20th June. Reported from a further
eighteen locations with at least twenty singing males, this
being a most encouraging sign for the Club area.

In November a male was noted with a flock of tits Ffeeding on
elderberries in a garden at Ossett and on 9th Dec, what was
probably the same bird, was feeding in the same garden (GC}.

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Migrant breeder (1-2)

The only récords were of a single singing at Elland GP on 10th
May where a pair bred and were feeding young ‘in July (JB) and
one in Stocke Wopd on 19th May (DSI).



Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Migrant breeder (2) Scarce winter visitor

The earliest record was from Elland GP which held a male on
21st and 27th Mar (HBC, D & VI) and a male was present in
Bradley Park GC on 29th March (DWB). The next two months
announced the arrival of this species with singing males at
Shepley on 3xd April, Beaumont Park on 5th, Deffer Wood on
1oth and 30th (three and four respectively), Almondbury on
1ith, Thunderbridge on 1lé6th, Storthes Hall on 17th, Longley
on 1%th and 27th, WoQdsome Jees on 22nd (four), Fenay Bridge
on 29th and Gunthwaite on 30th. In May the picture was
similar with the additjon of a further eleven locations.

The only autumn record was of a singing male at Blackmoorfoot
on 3rd Sept. :

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Migrant breeder (3-4)

The first report came from Blackmoorfoat with one on April 7th
(MLD), this was followed by a single at Elland_ GP on 8th
(HBC). The canal between Linthwaite and Golgar recorded other
arrivals on 11th Aprill with three singing males (JKP). On 22nd
April there was one at pigley (HQ), then numbers started to
build up at other locations with reports of singles Ffram
Brockholes and Lockwoed on 23rd and at Royd Moor many were
reported to be singing on this later date. Bjirchengliffe held
two or three males on 26th and on 27th one was singing at
Mpldgyeen. The very large number of twenty-two singing males
was noted between the car park and the fishing lake at Elland
GP on 28th (JED). Numbers continued to build up throughout
May. Breeding season records involved well over a hundred
birds at over thirty different locations, thus making a full
list impracticable.

Autumn passage at Blackmoorfoot began during the second week
of July, the largest totals caught for ringing included
sixteen on 16th, twelve on 17th and thirteen on 23rd, whilst
in August twelve were caught and ringed on 13th and fourteen
an 20th. The last bird of the year, a single, was present at
Blackmogrfoot on 6th Sept (MLD).

Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Resident breeder {(2-3)

The majority of reports of this species were submiited during
the month of January. Single birds were seen at Royd Moor and
Gunthwajte on 1st, Anchor Wood on 9th, three were present at
Dunford PBridge on 16th and further singles were noted at
Lindley Moor on 17th and Elland GP on 20th. Up until .June
there were further sightings at Cannon _ Hall, Shepley,
Barkisland, Holme Styes, Holmbridge and Ingbirchworth.
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The only reports later in the year were from Blackmoorfoot
which held one or two on several dates between 3rd Sept and
4th Dec, Thornton Lodge where one or two were present between
l4th Sept and 22nd Nov and Lindley Moor which had singles on
17th Oct and 2nd Nov.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilius
Rare visitor

A single was present at Elland GP 17th Jan (JED), 22nd (HBC)
and on 24th (SG). This is the seventh record for the Club
area.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Migrant breeder (2)

The first reported arrival was a single at Royd Moor on 28th
May followed by another single at Honley on Sth June. In July
two were present at Blackmoorfoot on 21st, 25th and 28th to
3ist, whilst in August a single was seen on 6th. Two birds
were present at Gunthwaite on 30th Aug and another two at
Leckwood on 1lth Sept. The lack of reports was presumably due
to under-recording rather than a drop in population.

Pied Fljcatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Migrant breeder (1)

A poor year for this species, with no birds being seen in the
usual breeding areas. A single male visited a garden briefly
at Shelley on 28th April (DBa) and on 29th a male was sSeen at
Elland GP. At Lockwood a male investigated a nestbox on 5th
May (TC), but, although being seen on 8th (DM), was not seen
subsequently. Also on 8th HMay two males were present at

Langsett (Cliffe Wood) (JED)

lLong~tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
Resident breeder (2)

Small parties were noted early in the year with, in January,
at least seven at Gunthwaite on lst, six at Holmbridge on 7th,
approximately twelve at Bretton ¢P on 9th and seven at Dunford
Bridge on 16th, 17th and 24th. Breeding evidence came from
Bretton, Heolmbridge, Shepley, Deffer Wood and Elland GP.

From August onwards groups were widespread, the maxima being
seen at Scout Dike (thirteen) on 9th 0Oct, Blackmoorfoot
(four) on 14th Oct, (nine) on 25th and (four} on 8th and 16th
Nov, Aspley (five) on 1st Nov, whilst Helmbridge had
approximately thirty on 13th Nov. Windy Bank Wood and

Ingbhirchworth had unspecified numbers in Novemher and
Decewber.
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Willow Tit Parus montanus
Resident breeder (2)

No breeding records available and the decline mentioned in
past reports continues. The only reports were as follows:
Elland GP had one on 24th Jan, a single was in a garden at
Palton on 6th Mar, Yateholme had one on 18th April, at Horbury
Wyke a single was calling on 19th June (SH), Gunthwajte had
one on 30th Aug and Bretton CP had two on 24th Oct.

Coal Tit Parus ater
Resident breeder (3)

Many reports of birds visiting gardens in winter with up to
ten birds in 8 garden at Lindley in December. Widespread
throughout the Club area and flourishing.

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus
Resident breeder (5)

Very abundant, most reports were from gardens where nest boxes
and peanut feeders prove attractive. Well reported from
natural woodland and other sunitable habitats.

Great Tit Parus major
Resident breeder (4)

The only large flock reported was that of thirty plus at
Bretton CP on 2nd Feb (JED)}. Other reports, of which there
were many, indicate the abundance of this species throughout
the area.

Nuthatch sitta europaca
Resident breeder (1)

Bretton CP remains the stronghold for this species in the Club
area. Whilst most reports were of single birds, the exceptions
were four on 6th Jan and two on 2nd Feb (GC). The species was
seen during the first two and last three months of the year
but there were no reported sightings during the breeding
season. Dther reports were from: Beaumont Park which had
singles on 5th April and 30th May with two on 4th June (DM},
windybank_ Hood bad one on 1st June and a single was at
Netherton on 25th Dct.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
Resident breeder (2-3)

Two birds were regularly seen throughout the year in a garden
at Fixby (BL).

Breeding records were received from : Stones Wood, Deffer
Wood, Storthes Hall, Pretton CP, and Thunderbridge although

the species probably bred at many more locations.
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Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident breeder (2)

Quite widespread with breeding reported from Holme Styes,
Coxley Wood, Stones Wood and [igley. Whilst reports have
mainly been of single birds, they are so numerous and
widespread that it is suspected that breeding took place on a
larger scale than this report suggests.

Magpie Pica pica
Resident breeder (4)

A total of twenty-four were roosting at Ossett Spa on 13th
April {GC). The roost at Blackmgorfoot has reduced somewhat in
recent years and the maxima was only twenty-one on 5th Dec and
thirty-eight on 11th.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Resident breeder (4)

At Bretton CP approximately 300 were roosting near the upper
lake on 2nd Jan (SH}.
An all white bird was seen at Clayton West on 2nd Feb (JKP).

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Resident breeder (5)

The largest roost size was of 1700 at Bretton CP (near the
upper lake) on 2nd Jan {$H). Feeding flocks of around S00 were
present .at Hqolme Styes on 29th May with 900 in cut silage
fields there on 31th June.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Resident breeder (3)

Very widespread throughout the area, but no flocks of
signifjcance were noted.

Raven Corvux corax
Rare visitor

During January and February ones and twos were seen in the
pPovestones area. Two were present on April 3rd, 10th, 3d4th,
May 20th, 22nd and one was seen on July l4th (GMBC). At Upper
Midhope a single was seen flying west then north on 22nd Nov
(RD & SEH).

This is the third consecutive year that this species has been
observed in the Club area.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident breeder {5) Numerous winter visijitor

Regularly seen in all areas with no flocks of significance
reported.
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Resident breeder (5)

No particularly large gatheringe were noted, but up to 30 were
feeding in fields in Shepley during July and August.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Resident breeder (2)

Two birds present at almondbury (Lumb Lane) on 9th Jan (SH)
were regularly seen until late March, and a single was also
seen at this locality on 21st and 22nd July (DSI). Sixteen
were in bushes at the northern end of Scgout Dike on &6th Feb
with five being present at the same location on 20th Mar. At
Upper. Cumberworth two were seen on 27th June, ohe of which was
carrying nesting material and two pairs nested at Shepley-

cChaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Resident breeder (4} numerous winter visitor

Wintering flocks in January were noted at Ipgbirchworth where
sixty were present on 1ist, twenty-five on 2nd and fifty on
25th. A flock of sixty was seen at Gunthwaite on 9th Jan and
thirty were at Yateholme on 31st. In February sixty were
present at Bretton CP on 2nd and again Ingbirchworth held
birds with forty on &6th and twenty on 11th. Reports during the
breeding season were widespread and mainly from gardens and
woodland throughout the area. A total of thirty flew south at

Rlackmoorfoot on 9th Oct.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Uncommon to common winter visitor

puring the early part of the year most reports came from
Inghirchworth: in January there were six on 1lst, fifteen on
2nd and two on 25th, February saw twenty present on 6th five
on 8th and an unknown pumber were heard calling on 20rh March.
Other records during the first winter period were of three at
Elland GP on 9th Jan, one at Mgltham on 24th, a female in a
garden at Lindley Moor on 5th and 6th Feb, a single at Ssgout
Dike on 6th, four at Pehigstone on 13th and eight in flight
over Scammonden on 18th. A late report was of one in a garden
at Fixhy on 4th April (BL).

The first report of returning birds was on 8th Oct when a
single was seen at Blagkmoorfoot (HLD) and on 24th October
there were at least seven at Brettgn CP. The only sizable
flock noted during the second winter period was of around

fifty at Ingbirchwerth on 26th Nov.
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Greenfinch <Carduelis chloris
Resident breeder (4)

Many reports of birds feeding in gardens during winter, the
only large concentration was on 18th Dec at Elland GP when a
flock of 40 was noted {(HBC).

Goldfinch cCarduelis carduelis
Resident breeder (2-3)

During the early part of the year the only flock of any size
was at Bretton CP on 2nd Feb when there were thirty-two at the
western end (JED). Other reports during this time related to a
maximum of four birds from many widely scattered locations.
Autumn flocks were somewhat larger, fifty-five were present at
Lindley Moor on 30th Sept, fifty-two on 6th Oct with twenty-
two on 13th,

Siskin Carduelis spinus
Resident breeder (1) Uncommon winter visitor

More reports than ever were received of this species feeding
from nut dispensers in gardens during the winter months,
sometimes in appreciable numbers, up to fifteen at Hogldale on
5th and 22nd Jan. Between 7th Jan and 3rd March, up to four
were reported from a garden at Almondbury, whilst at Meltham
and Dalten similar reports were of birds present well into
Harch and two males were still feeding in a garden at Lockwood
on 12th April.

Later in the year two birds were in a garden at Holmbridae on
10th Sept but the main influx occured on 24th Oct when
approximately seventy were seen moving between two woodland

areas at Berry Moor (JED).

Linnet Carduelis carnabina
Resident breeder (3) Partial migrant

The first report for the year was of two at Qldfield on 26th
March. Up to 140 were seen at Elland GP on 8th April and on
19th a Sparrowhawk fIushed around fifty-five from a field near
Lumb_ Lane.on 20th the first returning birds to a breeding site
at Lindley Moor were noted. Birds were then present throughout
the area at the usual breeding locations.

The largest post-breeding flock noted was of fifty at

Broadstones on 3rd July.

Twite Carduelis flavirostris
Resident and partial migrant {2-3)

The records of this species commenced in March with two at
0ldfield on 29th and three there on J0th (SH). In April, birds
were heard Flying over Clough Head on 7th (SH) and on the same
date four were seen at Scamponden {(JED)} whilst two flew west
at Blackmoorfoot on 24th (MLD}. The species bred at both Deer
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Hill and Rishworth. Moor but no quantitive data was
forthcoming. There were no reports after 16th July when six
were scenh perched on wires near [Holme (DM).

Redpoll Carduelis flammea
Resident breeder {2) Uncommon winter visitor

The number of records for this species continues to decrease.
in May fiva were at Crogssley’s Plantation on 9th (JED), a
single was at Elland GP on 22nd and four were at Holme Styves
on 29th (SH). At __Blagkmoorfoot a single was presant on 30th
May and 25th June and one flew South on 9th Oct whilst three
were seen on 24th Oct and nine on 2lst (MLD). The only other
records were of thirty-seven on 12th Nov (HBC), fourteen on
28th (JED) near the car park at Ellapd GP and ten at Windy
Bank Woog on 5th Dec (JT).

Crossbill ILoxia curvirostra
Irregular breeder (1) Uncommon passage visitor

On 28th May a family party of five were in an area near the
fenced car park at Yateholme (JED SHD). Two flew west over
Sgcammonden on Bth Aug (JB) and one was heard at Elland GP on
25th Dec (JB)

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident breeder (2)

Remains a fairly widespread breeding species across the area
in suitable habitat. Most records were of between one and four
birds but in January at Royd Moor there were six on 2nd, at
pPunford Bridge eleven on 16th, at Geglcar three males and two
females were near the canal on 19th and there were seven at
Elland GP on 27th.

Hawfinch Cocceothraustes coccothraustes
Scarce to uncommon visitor

A single was present at Bretton CP on 2nd Nov (BC).

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
Scarce winter visitor

one flew west over Scammonden on &é6th Nov (JB).

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Resident breeder (3)

A common breeding species in agricultural areas especially at
lower elevations. No winter flaocks were noted but small
numbers were recorded during every month of the year from at
least seventeen different locations., There were a number of
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reports of birds dQuring the breeding season such as at

Broadstopnes, Upper Cumberworth and at shepley where at least

seven pairs bred.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident breeder (2)

There were fewer records received during the year and the
species would appear to be declining. A single was seen at
Ingbirchworth on 2nd Jan (JED) and further singles were
present on 1lth Feb and 20th March. A pair were very active at
this location on 30th April.

Blackmoorfoot held one or two birds on several dates between
19th Mar and 6th Nov but no evidence of breeding was obtained.
At Royd Moor eight birds were present on 20th March, four
pairs on 12th June and a single male on 3rd July.

At Scammonden a male was present on 16th April with a pair
being present on 1st May and on 13th June.

Other sightings came from Elland GP, with two males on 28th
April and a single on 22nd May: Whitley Common, two males and
a female on 1st July whilst Browns Edge and Broadstones both
held single males on 3rd July.

Escapes
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis

A bird was seen from 22nd ko 29th Jan in the Bank Wood, Denby
Dale area (PG TH) and was obviously a falconers bird
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E1ELD TRIPS REPORT 1994

ROTHER VALLEY COUNTRY PARK and CILUMBER PARK
23 January 1994

A dry sunny day with only light winds -~ but very cold

A brief visit only to this first venue in order to take a look
at the JYong-eared Ow) roost, which is in a now traditional
site in dense scrub hawthorn, clothing the railway embankment,
which here forms part of the boundary to the country park. It
is interesting to note that trains still actively run atop
this embankment and are ignored by the owls! Additionally a
well-used footpath runs along the foot of this embankment. One
would imagine that much disturbance would occur, but this
seems to be far from the case. In the past, up to seven birds
have been recorded at the roost but today we had to be caontent
with three. These three did, however, give excellent views,

There were other interesting birds along this scrub-covered
area and in woodland and rough ground in its immediate
vicinity. Not the least of these was a party of about ten Tree
Sparrows, along with a larger mixed flock of finches and
buntings, which comprised (roughly) Goldfinch (around forty),
Greenfinch (up to ten), Yellowhammer (about six) and a male
Reed Bunting. Also in this area were three Stock Dove and two
Redwing.

The Rother Valley CP lakes held around one hundred and fifty
Canada Geese and perhaps an equal number of Greylags, but were
generally disappointing for other wildfowl, holding only small
numbers of Mallard, Tufted Duck and Wigeon.

Our Club visit to Clumber Park in December ‘92 was the first
for many years, and so a return was somewhat overdue. One
forgets how productive this area of parkland can be -~
especjally at a time when "day-trippers" are not likely to be
out there in force.

The area has several "speciality birds", uppermoskt of which is
probably Hawfinch. These should be looked for in the hornbeams
in the immediate vicinity of the Chapel, where we today
located a minimum of three birds. Another speciality is
Wuthateh, which can be very plentiful throughout the Park.

All three species of Woodpecker can be seen within the wooded
areas - today, however, we found none at all.

Flocks of . Siskin and Redpoll should be looked for on the
woodland edges, especially where birches and alders come in
contact with the waters’ edge. Today a small party of between
eight and ten birds were seen in association with a mixed
Flock of tits, Treecreepers and Goldcrests. The latter species
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was extremely numerous throughout the area with a minimum of
twenty birds observed and many others were heard calling.

The lakes themselves should not be ignored - both Little Grebe
and Great Crested Grebe (courtship displays observed from the
latter) were recorded along with seven Cormorant, three Grey
Heron and six species of wildfowl! ~ Canada Goose, Mute Swan,
Mallard, Pochard, about twenty pairs of Tufted Duck and a
similar number of pairs of Ruddy Duck, plus both Moorhen and
Coot, and three species of gull were noted.

BLACKTOFT SANRS and HORNSEA MERE 1040~1300 1410-~1700
27 February 1994

A very cold day of weak sunshine and light, NE winds, with
generally good visibility.

viewing conditions at Blacktoft Sands during the morning were
excellent, and we were well placed to view the large numbers
of the nine species of wildfowl and six species of wader that
were present. All could be viewed in relative comfort from the
ever increasing number of hides. Development of facllities at
this RSPB reserve is coming on apace and I feel we are
fortunate in having such a good area so relatively close to
hand.

There was nothing particularly out of the ordinary here today
with the exception of Water Pipit. A single individual was
known to be on the reserve at the time of our visit, and a
bird which showed itself only poorly, and at a distance, was
suspected of being this species. This individual was seen in
close association with Skylark and (ubiguitous) Meadow Pipit.
Much better views were obtained of a male Stonechat

Hornsea Mere was another area that the club had not visited
for some time. Trips to this site have been planned but, for
various reasons, we rarely seem to get here, until today.

This is the largest freshwater lake in Yorkshire, and,
situated less than 1km. from the sea, is well worthy of its
reputation for being one of Yorkshire’s premier sites for
winter wildfowl. The open fields, broad-leafed woodland with
some scrub, and woodland-water ecotone alsc ensures that an
equally wide range of passerines can usually be found.

buring this visit forty-eight species were identified in the
area of which no less than twenty-five were wetland species.
Among these were two species of swan, four species of goose,
and eleven species of duck. Foremost among the latter were
excellent views of three male Red-crested Pochard and a single
female Long-tailed Duck.
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Also memorable was the flock of more than a bundred grazing
Barnacle Geese on the grassland at the lakeside, albeit of
feral origin.

CORS CARON 1130-1%00
20 March 1994

A warm, dry and sunny day, with only light winds, and good
visibility.

Once again, we made the journey with raptors in mind; Red Kite
in particular. Once again we were not disappointed. There were
birds seen in the area regularly throughout the day and at
most times they gave excellent views. Red Kite is an easy bird
to see, and an observer can easily forget just how rare the
bird is! Frequently seen in pairs, with at one time as many as
four in the air together, most records were of individuals
soaring over the adjacent wooded hillsides. It was difficult
to asses but a consensus estimated the number seen to be
between ten and twelve birds. Buzzards were easily the most
numerous raptor species of the area with sightings of around
thirty individuals.

Other birds of prey found in the area included Sparrowhawk,
with one or two females encountered; Kestrel, a lone female;
and Peregrine, where one or two unsexed birds were noted
overflying the summit of the adjacent hillsides.

The other 'major’ bird species that we look for here, and one
which breeds in the area, is Raven. Overall we encountered up
to four birds, but failed to record them in display flight as
has happened in the past.

On the day fifty-two species were encountered. Most of us
probably ‘ticked’ our first summer visitor, with the two
singing Chiffchaff that were located in wjillow scrub in the
vicinity of the elevated hide.

Craig Yr Adern (Bird Rock)

On our way home a brief visit was paid to "this most
picturesque and lofty, rock, so called from the numerous birds
which nightly retire among its crevices" [William Catherall’s
*History of Wales® 1828]}It was hoped that we would find the
Chough which use the rock as a nightly roost, and most of the
party were fortunate enough to see the group of seven or eight
that flew in shortly before we were scheduled to leave the
area. Once on the rock they were very hard to find, but in the
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air, or while vocalising, they were much easier to locate. In
actuality, Bird Rock is one of the few natural inland sites in
Wales where this species breeds - most others prefer guarries
or mine-shafts.

Another ‘speciality’ of Bird Rock is the Coxrmorant. Limited by
the availability of rock ledges for nest sites, it is thought
unlikely that the forty breeding pairs has ever been greater.
However, none of that takes anything away from the unigueness
of seeing large numbers of this spectacular bird flighting in
to the roosting sites high above ones head - the rock towers
nigh on seven hundred feet above the valley floor.

JEEIGHTON MOSS RESERVE_CENTRE 1130-1700
WOODWELL 1015-1130
24 April 1994

Cloudy after rain, initially brightening in late morning when
it became guite warm, but clouds building again towards mid-
afternoon resulting in heavy showers. No wind. Visibility
good.

During the course of the day, from both localities, over
eighty species were recorded. With one or two exceptions -
notably Little Gull and Black Tern - there was nothing seen
that might not have been expected.

one of the main "quarry species" at Leighton Moss 'is Blttern
and there were up to four booming males present, All heard
them , but not everyone saw them, despit the fact that they
were showing themselves much more frequently than normal. With
some regular breeding haunts losing their birds in recent
years, this stable population at Leighton Moss is assuming an
even greater importance.

Wildfowl obviously play an important rolte in the avifauna of
an area such as this - with Ffourteen species seen, the
indication of that importance can be gauged. Possibly the most
surprising of those seen today were the two pairs of Red-
breasted Merganser.

Four species of raptor were noted. Marsh Harrier in the area
were once again breeding: one male was serving two females,
which had nests in different parts of the reserve. The females
were actively nest~building whilst the male was kept occupied
flying back and forth between the two. Sparrowhawk sightings
were of two females. Buzzards were also noted - or perhaps it
was one individual seen on a couple of occasions. Some
fortunate souls in our party were lucky enough to see a female
Pereqrine.
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Eight species of gull/tern were recorded: the most notable
being Little Gull ( two immatures) and Black Tern. The latter
were somewhat special, all being adults in fulil summer
pPlumage.

The Woodwell woodlands produced records of all three
woodpeckers. Green Woodpecker gave us audio contacts on a few
occasions, along with one visual contact. This species was
also noted on several occasions in the wWooded areas of
Leighton Moss reserve. Great Spotted Woodpecker were seen on
three occasions and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker -which is always
the most elusive - gave us a single audico contact on just one
accasion.

The one species that is always hoped for from the Woodwell
area proved to be very elusive but was seen by some of our
members. That species is, of course Hawfinch. Up to three
birds were eventually located.

Passerine summer visitors were seen in good numbers. Ten
species wWere recorded, namely, Swift, all three hirundines,
Wheatear, Sedge, Reed and Willow Warbler, Blackcap and
chiffchaff. Nothing surprising there, with the exception of
Sswift, which is at least a week earlier than we would expect
it in Huddersfield.

Bearded Tit were said to be present ‘in some strength’. 1
cannot speak for others, but I did not find it so, with only
two birds being seen at all well.

Last word goes to a particular favourite of mine ~ Nuthatch.
This is another species from the Woodwell area, where an audio
contact from one bird was obtained on one accasion. Usually,
this species makes itself more obvious than this.

SOUTH STACK _RSPB_RESERVE 1100 ~ 1430
CEMLYN BAY 1500 - 1700
Anglesey

22 May 1994

Dry but overcast after rain throughout the previous 24 hours.
Winds light NW. Visibility good over short distances, but
rather obscured beyond about half a mile offshore.

South Stack is a wonderful reserve: in spring and early summer
the northern part of the reserve is prohahly the most exciting
because at least nine species of seabird breed there. The 120m
cliffs have a breeding population that includes around two
thousand pairs of Guillemot, five hundred pairs of Puffin and
six hundred pairs of Razorbill.
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chough is undoubtedly the highlight of the area. MHere the
birds can be seen readily. The largest parties observed (on
the day) were groups of seven and ten, but the norm were
flighting parties of three or four. The species is very
gregarious and is very easy to observe at this site.

In addition to the cliffs the reserve holds areas of other
important and rather specialised babitat: that of wmaritime
heath -~ a dwindling habjtat « and hill moorland. These areas
have their own ‘special’ birds, amongst which we  recorded
Stonechat (at least five pairs), Whinchat(two or three) and
Wheatear (between Lhree and five). Unusual species recorded in
the gorse on the maritime heath were Redpoll and Sedge
Warbler, with between one and three singing maies of each
species. The four singing male Whitethroat were much more in
keeping with this type of habitat.

The coastal heathland, for those of us with an interest in
wild flowers and butterflies, is made further attractive
because this reserve holds a good numbér of species which are
national rarities - Field Fleawort and Spotted Rockrose ~ to
name but two of the former, and HMarsh Fritillary and Silver-
studded Blue, to name but two of the latter.

The trip to Cemlyn Bay is undertaken to observe the texn
colonies for which the area is deservedly renowned. Several
hundred pairs of terns breed at Cemlyn. Three species breed
regularly:~ Arctic, Common and Sandwich Tern. Swmaller numbers
of Black-headed Gull and a smaller number of Herring Gull also
breed in this area. Other breeding species include Mallard,
Red-breasted Merganser and Redshank.
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The most sought after species is usually much more elusive.
Roseate Tern, the warden informed us, were on the reserve,
numbering some four individuals. We did however fail to see
them on this wvisit.

4 fortnight later, on the RSPB’s group trip to this area,
these four birds were seen, along with possibly one or two
others, but the weather was truly awful, and the birds were
only seen in flight. Numbers were consequently difficult to
assess and we counted ourselves fortunate to have found these.

SPURN POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY
25 Septenber 1994

a4 total of seventy-seven species were seen in the area on the
day - a total somewhat lower than on previous visits. Some
very good birds were located however. Despite a good amount of
activity in the area in general (and especially the vicinity
of Clubley’s Field, the 'Canal Zone’ and the fields around the
Church) things began to dry up by early afternoon and the rest
of the day was on the whole disappointing.

Up to a dozen different wader species were seen chiefly on the
salt marsh and estuarine mud overlooked by the path across the
Canal Zone. The commoner species were present in often quite
large numbers. Grey Plover was represented by up to twenty
individuals, but others, like Whimbrei and Bar—tailed Godwit,
were represented by just singletons, Little Stint, Dunlin and
Snipe were seen from the hide overlooking the new scrape.

The ‘best’ birds of the day were seen in the fields and
hedgerows in the vicinity of the Church. Here amongst a much
larger gathering of Reed Bunting, Yellowhammer and Tree
Sparrows were a single Ortolan and Little Bunting. Largely
elusive, the Ortolan, at times, gave very good views.

Beacon Lane was generally disappointing, but up to six Ring
Ousels were noted from the area, along with Wheatear and
Stonechat. The Beacon Lane Ponds held & single Common Scoter.

HMuch searching of the grassland and hedgerow systems around
Clubley’s Field was undertaken in an endeavour to find the
Wryneck which was occupying the area. Many of our party were
successful, but not all.

Other migrant passerines observed in the area on the day
included  Redstart, Whinchat, Fieldfare, Redwing, Reed
Warbler, Whitethroat, Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Willow Warbler
and Pied Flycatcher.

Finally, mention is made of a couple of Cuckoo - a species not
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often encountered on our trips - which were seen by some
members of the group.

FLAMBOROUGH HEAD & FILEY
23 October 1994

A day of intermittent, blustery showers with some periods of
sun. The winds were fresh, off the sea, creating quite a
substantial swell, but visibility was, on the whole, moderate
to good over inshore waters. -

Today’s visit to these two premier east coast sites produced a
total of seventy seven species. Many of these were such as
might have been expected at this time of year, but others were
those that are hoped for but not often come across.

A single Cory,s Shearwater was identified during a sea watch
off Flamborough Head - this bird was doubly welcome as it
proved to be the only shearwater species observed during the
course of the day. This was disappointing, as was the lack of
skua species,

In the wooded farmland area in the vicinity of the "Timoneer",
Woodcock was located. This species has been found regularly in
this locality before - it may seem to be an unlikely speacies,
but it is worth looking For at this site and at this time of
year,

Black Redstart and Corn Bunting were both species observed on
the grassland areas overlooked from the cliff-top paths in the
Flamborough area. It is pleasing these days, that Corn Bunting
can still be found here with some degree of reltiability.

1n the ravine at South Landing a few observers were fortunate
in finding and obtaining good views of Pallas‘s Warbler.

At Filey, in the sheltered waters of the Bay, just off the
Brigg, were small numbers of both Common and Velvet Scoter, as
well as both Goosander and Red-breasted Merganser.

The fields above the cliffs to the north of the Country Park
offered us distant sightings of Rough-leqged Buzzard. There
has been an unprecedented influx of this species into the
whole of eastern England this autumn - especially into those
counties from Northumberland south to Lincolnshire. Many have
also penetrated some little distance inland.

Other raptors seen in the area include Sparrowhawk, Kestrel
and, in the ‘totem pole’ field a Short-eared Owl was noted.
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FILEX
20 November 1994

[Due to circumstances brought about by a lack of support, the
advertised trip to Hornsea Mere and Blacktoft Sands was
cancelled. Instead, fifteen members went by car to Filey Dams
and Filey Bay. I should like here to express my thanks to all
of those who allowed us to use their cars in this manper. It
is no easy task to drive to a venue, spend all day there, and
then drive back !]

The weather on the day was generally dry, but light rain fell
at times. It was very mild, with only light to moderate north-
easterly winds.

An hours stay at Filey Dams gave us good views of several of
the commoner species of wildfowl and waders. There were
surprisingly high concentrations of Snipe with numbers
approachiny eighty birds on the scrape overlooked by the two
hides. The surrounding hedgerows and taller hedgerow trees
gave us very good views of a number of passerine species.
Goldfinch and Greenfinch were two that were particularly
numerous and noticeable. Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting were
present in smaller numbers.

Watching off the Brigg was interesting, with excellent views
of two immature Great HNorthern Divers, one winter male Lang-
tailed Duck, and a probable Red-necked Grebe. No member of the
party saw any sign of ejither the Common or Velvet Scoter,
despite the reported presence of hoth species in the area.On
the cliffs north of the Brigg, Fulmar were very numerous.

Several Guillemot were seen on the sea from the end of the
Brigg, and several more were seen regularly in flight, some
close inshore. There was also an indeterminate number of
Diver, most probably Red-throated, on the sea. One
unidentified Skna species was seen as it moved south.

Shag were also numerous - numbers were probably in excess of
the local Cormorant population.

Both sites provided us with views of twelve wader species
whiech, for this area is guite good, I feel. Some of the nicest
views were of a party of wmore than ten Sanderling, which were
in close associatjon with three Knot and a Ringed Plover on
the sandy beach off the end of the Cobble Landing.

Finally, several interesting species were seen in the
woodlands of the Church Ravine. These included Chiffchaff,
Great Spotted Woodpecker and some really marvellous views af a
roosting Tawny Owl.

All in all, a total of seventy-two species were identified.

David Butterfield
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RINGING REPORT

As wet and windy weather dominated the first Hin;er period,
the mist netting of birds was almost an impossibility.

During the course of the summer months only 54 pulli were
ringed, this consisted of the following: Dipper (8 Hill Top),
Robin {8 Blackmoortoot), Blackbird (16 Blackmoorfoot),
chaffinch {8 Blackmoorfoot) and Greenfinch {14 Blackmoorfoot}.

Although every opportunity was taken to nmist net at
Blackmoorfoot during the late summer and autumn periocds, the
lack of the usual holiday precluded any intensive activity. As
a consegquence the low numbers of migrants {including Willow
Warbler) may not be an indication of any true declines.

The somewhat inclement weather conditions that prevailed at
weekends during the second winter period resulted in no
ringing attempte being possible. Additionally, the general
mild conditions meant that birde were more Iinterested in
natural food and were not attracted to the peanut basket. It
is thought, therefore, that even if weather conditions had
allowed, few birds would have been ringed,

Given the above facts it is not surprising that the total
number of birds ringed during the year was only 318,

RINGING RECOYERJES
Key to Symbols and Terms used

i3 Pullus {nestling or chick).

2 Full grown. Year of hatching quite unknown.

3 Hatched during calendar year of ringing.

3J As 3, but still in juvenile plumage.

4 Hatched before calendar year of ringing, exact
year unknown.

C) Hatched during previous calendar year.

6 Hatched before previous calendar year.

SEX: M = Male F = Female

Manner of recovery:

v Caught or trapped and released with ring

vy Ring number read in field or sight record of
identifiable colour marks.

X Found dead or dying

X¥. Found dead {not recent}

+ Shot or killed by man.

All recoveries of five kilometres or more are published.
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RECOVFRIES OF HUDDERSFIELD RINGEDR _BIROS

Sedge Warbler
H095021 4 ) B.8.93 Blackmoorfout, near Huddersfield. 53 37°N 1°52'W

v 26_6_9;1 Turnhouse Airpont, Lothian Region, Scatland
sexed M 55 56'N 3 24°W 275 Km NNW

BIRDS RECQVERED IN HUDDERSFIELD

Mute Swan

An adult at New Mill, Huddersfield {53°35’N 1745‘'W) from mid-
dugust 1991 to at least the year end was wearing a pink colour
ring on its right leg inscribed with 059. The Wildfowl &
Wetland Trust indicate that although there are a few records
of pink ringed birds these rings have never been issued ta
ringers. The origin of this bird, therefore, remains a
nystery.

Whooper Swan

Colour ring 6M  15.12.93 Mantin Mere, Lancs, 53°37°'N 2°52'w
22.01.94 date last seen at Marun Mere

Y 28.10.94 Blackmoorfout 67KmE
Barnacle Goose

Two birds (of the four present) at Blackmoorfoot on 30.09.91
were wearing metal rings on their left leqg and off-white rings
on their right leg. Although both calour rings were inscribed
it was only possible to read the number 13 on one of them.
Investigatians have revealed that these birds were almost
certainly escapes from a collection; the rings do not Eit any
of the combinations currently in use in the wild.

M.L.Denton
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Black~headed Gull

Colour ring

5

13.04.86

26.03.89

21.06.883

26.03.8%

04.04.8%

07.04.89

13.01.%0

19.01.%0

26.01.%0

04.02,%0

08.02,9%0

18.02.9%0

24.02.90

25.02.90

16.03.90

2).07.90

14.03.91

26.03.92

23.04.92

18.06.92

07.07.93

Otterslev Mose, Kobenhaven, Demmark 55 43R 12° 29'%
Utlmle-v Hose

Dtterslev Nose

Utterslev Mose

Dtterslev Mose

Utterstev Mose

Blackmeorfoot 965 Kx Wsd
Blackmoor (oot

Blackwoorfoot

Blackmoor foot

Blackwoorfoot

Blacknoorfoot

Blackmoorfoot

Blackmoorfoot

Dtterslev Wose 965 Kn EXE
Blackmoorfoot 965 Ka WM

Tingbjerq, Kobenhaver, Denmark 55 43'K 12°30’%

965 Kn ENP
Gtterslev Mose 5K B
Utterslev Mose
Dtterslev Mose
Blackwoorfoot 965 Kn USW
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LOCAL RETRAPS AND RECOVERIES

fn Huddersficld the majority of hirds are ringed in places that are aceessible to the public,
$0 it is not surprising that a number of local birds are tound e.g. dead on road, kifled by
cat elc.

A number of retraps are alsa handled, some many years after ringing. These are tuhulated
below. The top lines show the approximate period between ringing and ¢ither retrap (Table
1) or death (Table 2). The ligures show the number of individuals retrapped or found dead
ncar theire place of tinging.

TABLE | RETRAPS
lyr  2yrs 3yrs 4yrs Syrs Total
Rohin | 1
Blackbird 1 | 2
Willow Warhler 2 1 3
Bluc Tit 1 { 2
Great Tit 1 1
Chaftinch 1 1
i0
lyr Total
Great Spotted Woodpecker ] l
Greenfinch 1 1
2

RING TOTAIS LIST - 1994

Woodpigeon

]
Pied waguail 4
Dipper 8
Wren 4
Dunnack 14
Robin 32
BRlackbird 25
Blackcap 3
Willow Warbler 89
Goldcrest 2
Coal Til 2
Blue Tit 54
Great Til 24
Magpie 1
Starlinp 10
Chaltinch 17
Greenfinch 28
GRAND TOTAL 318
M_L.Denton
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