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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1998

I must start my first report with thanks to a number of people: 1o Malcolm Charnock who
guided the club wiscly and firmly during his Presidency; to David Barrans whose efficiency and
good humour as Recorder were much appreciated; and to the remaining officers, committee members
and members whose sustained efforts keep the club moving forward. David is replaced by Brian
Armitage whose long expericnce will be a great assct.

Of concern, however, there is still no President-Elect nor an organiscr for indoor meetings.
This matter is now urgent. Il you do not fect able to volunieer for one of these positions do you
know anyone who might? Vacancies apar, if the good health of our club cun be parily judged by
the quality of its visiting spcakers then we are in first class condition. ‘Twelve lectures were given
of high quality on such topics as “The Gambia” (Mike Denton and Dave Barrans), “Denso Marstor.”
(Steve Warrilow), Greek Islands, Owls, Scotland, Costa Rica, Balivia and Derbyshire. Attendance
at these meetings was good with a fair sprinkling of visitors who must have been inpressed by
sume stuaning photography, crudition worn lightly and enthusiastic delivery.

Field meetings continue but with varying respanse from members. Thanks go 1o David
Woadhouse for what can be a difficult and [rusirating task of organising these trips.

Al the begioning of the year jt was agreed that the club should realise some assets by selling
off its library. Disappointingly, the idea of an avetion for members fell on stony ground so we
await a response [rom possible buycrs.

On a positive note the tetrad breeding survey has taken flight and the results should land in
the formn of a booklet by the time the 1999-2000 programme has begun. Many, many hours of
observation and recording were put into this project and it will be a valuable club record and
essential reading for members.

Mention of the breeding survey leads me o an idea mentioned by Joha Dale of targeting
particular species in 1999-2000. This would serve two functions: it would provide important
information on named species and help all members feef that they are part of the same uscful
project on biodiversity.

So, alt records of the following birds should be passed on to Brian Ammitage: Grey Parridye,
Lapwing, Skylark, Song Thrush, Spoticd Flycatcher, Tree Sparrow, Linnet, Twite, Bullfinch and
Recd Bunting.

As we move into the next millenniwmn it might be an appropriate time {o consider in what
direction the club should evolve, Have you any bright ideas? A newsletter has been tried belore
but it is not an easy thing o sustain. At onc time there was a group of members who shared
information on local sightings but that secms to have faded away.

If you have any positive suggestions pleasc let the committee know. In the meantime, thank
vou again for helping to make this a {riendly and enthusiastic club.

David Holloway May, 1999



INTRODUCTION TO THE CLASSIFIED LIST

In terms of the total of specics recorded, the year was a good one. 178 species, just one
fewer than the record 179 in 1993, were reliably reported and one new species, subject to acceptance
by the relevant county and national rarities’ commitiees, was added to the arca list. This was a
White-winged Black Tern which flew through Dewsbury Sewage Farm on 11" October,  Other
uncommon species included Red-throated Diver (the [irst since 1985), Slavonian Grebe (first for
ten years), Gannet, White Stork (probably a wanderer from Harewood Bird Garden), nine Brent
Geese at Blackmoorfoot Res. which was a record count for an inland site in the county, Red Kite,
two Rough-legged Buzzards, four Ospreys, Pomarine and Arctic Skuas, Little Tern, two Tirecrests,
both Great Grey and Red-backed Shrikes and Lapland (first since 1988) and Snow Buntings.
Unfortunately all of these birds were scen only briefly, most for only a few minutes and were
unavailable to most people.

'The decline of several formerly common species continued :- Grey Partridge, Skylark, Song,
Thrush, Willow Tit, Linnet, Twite, Redpoll and Bullfinch all were in reduced numbers and Tree
Sparrow was not proved to brecd at all in the arca; I would urge members to report all sightings of
these species {n 1999, as well as those of Lapwing and Reed Bunting. Scveral suminer visitors
were also down in numbers, breeding waders in general, as well as Swilt, 1ree Pipit. Ring Ouscl,
Waood Warbler, of which there were more recards than in 1997, but still no breeding evidence was
obtained, and Spotted Flycatcher,

11 was a poor season for passage waders. High water levels at the local reservoirs Ieft little
or no shorelines and the anly records of Little Stint, Ruff, Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Wood
and Green Sandpipers came from Dewsbury S.F. and Horbury Wyke.

However, there were some breeding successcs, notably Long-cared Owl (two sites) and
Short-eared Ow! ([our pairs at least), a colony of 18 pairs of Sand Martins on the R. Calder, Stonechat
(successful breeding at two sites), Raven, Crossbill (at least three pairs rearcd young) and the
amazing spread and increasc of the Nuthatch continued - we must have somewhere in the region
of fifty pairs now!

My thanks 10 David Barrans for having maintained the Club’s records so efficiently over the
past four years, to Stuart Brocklehurst for providing the illustrations which enhance this report, to
David Woodhead for his report summarising the year’s field trips, to Martin Wells for providing
records from Barnsley Bird Study Group and to Mike Denton for his Ringing Report and monthly
summaries of sightings at Blackmoorfoot. Congratulations too to the Blackmoorfoot regulars,
whosc dedication has led to the site recording its 20(F* species, in addition to winning the 1998
TO/ British Sugar Bird Challenge Award for Small Wetlands with a total of 122 species during
the year.

Finally, thank you to all those observers who have submitted records for the year . T hope
that those who did not do so will be encouraged to do so in 1999, ¢ven though it will make the
recorder’s joh that bit harder!



NOTES ON THE CLASSIFIED LIST

The area covered by the Club comprises Ordnance Survey ten-kilometre squares SE 00, 01,
10, 11, 20 and 21, along with thosc parts of SE (02 and SE 12 south of the Rivers Ryburn and Calder.
The status of cach species occurring within the area has been indicated by one of the following

classifications :-
Resident breeder Migrant breeder
Parial migrant Winier visitor
Passage visitor Rare visitor

For the breeding species, the number appearing in brackets following the statement of breeding
status is an estimated level of breeding abundance, bascd on the table below :-

I. 1-20) pairs per year

2. 21-100 pairs per year

3 107-500 pairs per year

4. 501-2500 patrs per year

5. 2501 or more pairs pet year

In attempting to establish breeding numbers and the number of Passage and Winter visitors,
particularly in the case of the more common species, it must be realised that the figures essentially
are cstimates.

Precise locations for records of Schedule 1 specics (Protection of Birds Act 1981) and for
some other sensitive species have been kept confidential where it is felt thut publication might lead
to harinful disturbance.

A complete list of all species recorded in the area up to the end of 1993 appeared in the
report for that year, compiled by the then Recorder, Stephen Hey.



CILASSIFIED LIST

This list mostly follows the sequence and scientific nomenclature of Prof. Dr. H.K. Voaous
(1977, List of Holarctic Bird Species), although in the light of recent findings some previously
considered races have becn given specific status,

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata
Rarc visitor

One was at Blackmoorfoot Res on 19% December (MLD). The cleventh record lor the area and the
first since 1985.

Diver sp,
An unidentified diver flew north at Blackmoorfoot at 1130 hrs. on 22*° November (DMD).

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis
Resident breeder (1)

In the carly monihs birds were rccorded at Gunthwaite Dam, Bilberry Res, Bretton Lakes,
Ingbirchwarth Res and Winscar Res mainly singly, but as many as seven were on the R, Calder at
Elland on 28% January.

Breeding occurred at Ingbirchworth Res, with two or three pairs, one of which was double-brooded,
rearing a minimum of 11 young, at Scout Dike Res, where three pairs reared at least nine young and
for the first time since 1976 at Langseti Res, where a pair fledged a sinple chick from the three
which were hatched. A pair also nested successfully on the R.Calder near Dewsbury town centre.
Other pairs may have bred al Gunthwaite Dam, Broadstones Res, Bretton Lakes and Elland GP but
confirmataory details were not forthcoming.

In the later months, as birds dispersed, birds were seen additionally at Digley Res, Boshaw Whams,
Scammonden, Ringstone Edge Res and Denby Dale. The maximum site count was 11 birds at
Ingbirchworth on 18" and 29" September, these being the only double-figure counts received.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Resident breeder (1)

With the exception of 12 at Bretton Lakes on 7* and 25 January all pre-breeding season counts
were 1n single figures, with up to six in February and nine in March at Black-moorfoot. Eisewhere
numbers did not exceed two birds. A single at Winscar on 39 February was unusual.

By the end of March birds were present on all breeding waters. Breedinp occurred at Blackmoorfoot,
where two pairs reared a total of three young to the flying siage ( two young from one of the pairs
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did not fly until mid-Octuber), with a third pair failinp, at Scout Dike Res — four pairs present from
21¥ March, with two pairs rearing five young, Boshaw Whams — one pair, two young, Cromwell
Lake — two pairs, once of which had three young on 11" August and [ngbirchworth, where twa pairs
reared four young. In addition, four pairs were present at Bretton Lakes on 26Y April, but no
further breeding evidence was received,

The only large post-breeding season numbers recorded were at Blackmoorfoot, where numbers
peaked at 26 from 30™ July to 3 August, with a September maximum of 22 from 2 to 8%, decreasing
thereafler to seven at the month’s end, with up to ten in October, four in November and eight in
December. The only other count in double figures was 20 at Bretton on 14 November. One at
Digley on 17° August was the first the observer had scen there in many years watching.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus
Rare visilor

An immature at Blackmoorfoot on 6™ August (M1.D, DMO) was the first for ten years and the tenth
for the Club area.

Gannet  Sula bassana
Rare visitor

An adult flew over the Hudderslield Crematorium at Fixby towards Ainley Top at 1330 hrs. on 30%
December (F.Scannell). 12" recard for the area.

(Tn addition, a bird picked up ou 14" August at Hood Green, between Penistone and Barnsley, was
released at Ingbirchworth Res, where it roosted on the waterworks tower).

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Uncommon passage and winter visitor, becoming more frequent

Birds were recorded in every month except March, with the first a single at Bretton on 11¥ January,
tollowed by February sightings at Blackmoorfoot on 15%, Bretton — two on 22° and Scammonden
on 28%. In April singles were at Blackmoorfoot on 6% and Brownhill Res on 16%, with a fiyover to
the southeast at Scout Dike onl9th.

Blackmoorfoot Res had the majority of the remaining records, with one west on 8% June and in July
an adull on L5%, three adults and three immatares which stayed for 20 minutes on 25%, a juvenile on
26" und an adult and an immalure on 28, In August singles on 6™ to 87, follawed by two on 19%,
an adult on 13™ September, an adult and five immatures cast on 197 September and finally three
immatures south on 1% Decemnber.

Horbury Wyke had a good serics of records with singles on two July dates, one on 4* and two on
10%/11™ August and in September singles on twa dates, two on three dates and three on 15%, with
one on 3° October - it is prohably likely that these arc birds wandering from ncarby Pugney’s.

Other sites where birds were seen were Riding Wood Res one on 20 May, Golcar Flats one prccnir]g
on a small reservoir on 11* August, a juvenile at Brookfoot Lake, Elland on 24™ September, Digley
Res one on 15* October and two {lying over Shepley on 19 October.
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Grey Heron  Ardeu cinerea
Resident breeder (2)

As in previous years, birds were recorded in small numbers either feeding, resting or flying aver
from more than 30 focalities, rural, suburban and urban in all months. Generally sightings were of
only one or two birds, but there werc nine at Scammonden on 14t February, 21 at Bretton on 157
February, four at Ravensthorpe G.P. on 19* June, a maximum of eight at Blackmoorioot on three
August dates and at Horbury Wyke up toicn birds in August, reducing to one or two to the year end.

At Bretton Lakes, 48 nests were occupied, 25 on the Upper Lake and 23 on the Lower Lake (BBSG),
but no details of breeding success were received. At Scammonden, there were four occupicd nests,
with a minimum of four nestlings seen on 19® May (JB, JED). An adult was sitting on a ncst at a
new site at Marsden on 4™ April and 7" and 20™ May, but the outcome remains unknown (MLD).

Breeding probably also occurred on private land near Lepton Great Wood, but confirmation could
not be obtained. No reports were received from Storthes Hall Woods, where a pair bred in 1996,

White Stork  Ciconia ciconia
Rare visitor

A bird present in the Brettan area from 23" to 272 April (PMcG, BLNE) was only the third {o he
recorded this centnry and the first since 1978, but was presumably onc of the free-flying individuals
frum Harcwood Bird Garden.

Mute Swan  Cygnus ofor
Resident, occasional breeder (1)

A pair which bred at Horbury Wyke had eight cygnets throughout June 10 August, reducing to
seven on 12% Oclober, which was the last recorded sighting (J.Had, DHP). The first successful
breeding in the area since 1995,

Clsewhere, birds were seen an the R.Calder at Cooper Bridge/Colacbridge on 28* January (2), I*
March (1), 18" April (2) and 8 May (1), with perhaps the saine two birds on the river at Dewsbury
S.F. on 17™ May. Onc was present on several dates at Denby Dale, a single adult at Blackmoorloot
on 12* September (only the cighth site record), with two at Inghirchworth on 25* February, 21* and
23" November and 27" December.

Whooper Swan  Cygnus cyghus
Scarce winicr visitor

A poor year for the specics, the only records being of five adults at Ingbirchworth on 9% March
{GC.Snr) with six present on 22* March (PBW).

In avtumn two adults at Digley Res on 12" October (MC) appeared later tiae same day at
Rlackmoorfoot Res (MLD).



Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyriynchus
Uncommon to common passage visitor

The year began well, with several skeins being sighted on 1% January :- 72 west over Sheplcy, ¢.120
northcast over Ingbirchworth, 65 east at Ringstone Edge, with 52 landing in a field 1o the norih and
c. 150 northwest at Wooldale. Later in the month a flock was heard going west over Linthwaite at
1830 hrs. an 7% Passage continued in February with, on 7%, 55 west at Dewsbury S.F, ¢.200
northwest over Penistone on 107 three skeins totalling 530 all northwest over Dewsbury on 11%,
74 northwest over Crosland Moor at 1100 hrs. on 14%, 152 west over Dewsbury S.F, on 15" and
¢.140 east at Scammonden on 17",

The only grounded birds (and probably feral) were a singleton at Castie Dam, Penistone on 24*
January and one at Meltham Mills Res on 13* March.

In the second half of the year there werc fewer reports, the first being 34 {lying cast at Dewsbury
S.F. on 4% October. Further October records were a INock east at Linthwaite in darkness on 11%, 73
cast at 0915 hrs. at Blackmonrfoat on 23, 37 nurthwest at Dewsbury S.F. on 25", ¢.100 southeast
over Shelley at 0920 hrs, on 29™ and 30 over Spicer House Lane which landed in nearby fields at
Whitley Common on 30*,

Passage became lighter in November, with 186 west at Dewsbury S.T. on 15%, 19 at Ingbirchworth
on 29" and a small flock over Dalton at 2030 hrs. on 30%. Onc flew west at Blackmaorfoot on 117
December, a flock west over Linthwaite at 2300 hes. on 10, ¢.200 northwest over Bradley Park
Golf Course on 22™ and finally 250/300 over Golear and Blackmoorfoot on 29%.

Greylag Goose  Anser anser
Uncummon passape and feral visitor

All sightings were in the first four months of the year as follows :-

Bretton Park :- 1 on 7" January and 1% March, two on 12" March, three on 12* April and two on 16%
April. Blackmoorfoot Res - one on 23" March. Gunthwaite Dam ;- two on 29* March. Scout
Dike Res :- two on 31% January, one on 19* March, six on 14 April and onc on 12% May. Langsetl
Res :- seven on 17* April.

It is likely that most of these birds were of feral origin.

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis
Resident hreeder (2)

This specics continues (o proliferate and to procreate extremely well!

Sites where breeding is known to have occurred with numbers of pairs and;/or young present, were
- Winscar Res (ten young), Wessenden Head Res (11 voung), Buticrley Res (two pairs, six young),
Deer Hill (one pair), Black Moss (one pair at least), Swellands Res (one pair), March Iaigh Res
(four voung), Dovestones Res (46 young), Harden Res (one pair), Lower Windleden Res (three+
pairs) and Scout Dike Res (four pairs, two young) Birds were also present during the breeding
season at at least a further six sites, at some of which breeding may have occurred. No details were
reecived from Bretton Lakes.



Outside the breeding season the highest numbers were reported (rom the Ingbirchworth complex
of waters, with scveral counts at Scout Dike of over 200 in the carly months and a maximum of
over 300 on 20™ Jamuary; Royd Moor held a maximum of 133 on 7" March, Ingbirchworth 87 in
December.

Elsewhere maxima were as follows - Winscar Res 120 adulis on 1* July, Boshaw Whams 60 in
mid-Febreary, Scaminonden 49 on 7% August, Butterley Res 49 adults on 6™ July, Bretton Lakes
164 on 22* February and 133 on 25 October, Digley Res 31 adults on 7* June, Castle Dam,
Penistone 68 on 24™ January, Dovestones Res 109 adults and 46 young on 67 June, Broadstones
Res 42 on 23% lanuary and Langsett Res 54 on 30% August. Clearly, numbers in the arca were
much lower at the end of the year than in the carly months.

Barnacle Goose  Branta leucopsis
Rare visitor and occasional feral breeder (1)

Bretton Lakes accounted for the great majority of the recards, numbers varying from eight on 72
January to one on 15* Febrary, with up to six bitds also reported in April, October and Noveniber.
A Canada x Barnacle Goose hybrid was present on 22** Jan (BBSG).

Single birds reported from Scout Dike and Broadstones on 20" and 23 January respectively
presumably refer to the same individual.

Brent Goose Bramta bernicla
Rare visitor

A parly of nine hirds which graced Blackmoorfoot Res on 29 September (MLD,JI,DMP,SP)
represents the highest number recorded at an inland site in Yorkshire,

Twa flew west up the R.Calder at Dewsbury S.F. on 6% December (JH).

‘These are only the sixth and seventh records for the arca, the last being in 1993.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon passage visitor

Blackmoorfoot Res recorded hirds in every month with the exception of Deceruber, but none stayed
for more than a day apart from two on 12%/13" January. [n February, two were present on 12%, with
one on 172, in March five on 7%, two on 10" and 18", two on 27" April, one on 23" May, four on
29" June, three on 19™ July, live on 22" August, in September two on 6%, six on 17" and 18, but
not all the same birds, two on 3 October and in November singles on 22 and 25%.

Elsewhere, Ringstone Ldge held 11 birds on 4™ January, with two on 31% October, 11 were at
Broadstoncs on 23 January and two on 23 April, three at Scammonden on 19" Febrary, two
flew west at Elland G.Ps. on 9% May, two at Dewsbury S.F. on 17% May and at Horbury Wyke four
on 1* September and one on 3" October.



Mandarin Duck Aix galericulatu
Rare feral visitor

The male which frequented the Elland/Brighouse arca in 1997 was again present this year, being
seen at Elland G.Ps. on 4™ January and 12" December (JB), on the canal near Brighouse on 25"
February (DM) and on the R.Calder in the centre of Brighouse on 30™ Decemnber (GBS).

A female present at Scammonden on 17%/187 February (JB) was cither of this specics ur Wood
Duck (Aix sponsa).

Wigeon Anus penelope
Common passage and winter visitor

Birds were scarce in the first part of the year and only single figures were reported. In the avtumn/
late winter period, following the established pattern, birds occurred with greater frequency and in
larger numbers.

Blackmoorfoot Res :- present daily in the first iwo months, but with max. in January of only five on
14", and in February of three on 1¥. One was present on three March dates. Nonce werc scen then
uniil five on 28 August, followed by a high count of 43 on 20% September, 31 remaining the next
day. From then until the end of Ocloher birds occurred on 20 dates, max. nine on 1% October; in
November on 14 days with nine on 2=, 47 on 3* and 27 on 23%, otherwise 0o more than five; one
or two present on 23 days in December. Ingbirchworth Res :- apart from three birds on 31* January,
there were no records until 19 Seplember, with four present, followed by 17 on 20% Trom 2%
October to 5* November between four and 13 birds were reported, with four remaining on 23 and
29* November. Scout Dike Res had eight birds on 11% January and seven on 31% January, with
October, November and December maxima respectively of 13, seven and 12, Nearby Royd Moor
Res held eight birds on February 13* and 24 on 20% and numbers {luctuated between four and 14
individuals from 16® October to the year end. [t is highly likely that therc is a regular interchange
of birds between these last three sites,

The only other sites from which birds sere reported in the early months were Ringstone Edge with
11 and Derby Dale with four on 23 January, Horbury Wyke six on 1% March and Langsett Res
four on 14" April,

In the autumn period, Deer Hill Res had an exceptional 40 birds on 207 September, when two also
appeared at Digley Res, Scammonden 11 on 21 September, Ringstone Tidge nine on 2*¢ November,
Broadstones 31 on 21% November and Castle Dam, Penistone seven on 7" and eight on 8" December,
The sipnificance of the date 20™ September should be noted, when a total of 102 birds appeared ut
four sites in the area, with a further 11 birds at an additional site the nexi day.

Gadwall Anas strepera
Scarce passage and winter visitor

A better year for this specics, with at Blackmoorfoot six (3 males, 3 females) on 18" February
{MLD,JKP) and a female on 1* May (MLDY), a male at Ingbirchworth on 21% September (DIIP) and
two at Langseti on 3% October (BBSG).

In addition a female at Horbury Wyke on 28™ June was “acting suspiciously” (JHod).
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Teal Anas crecca
Resident breeder (1). Commeon passage and winter visitor

There was a pnot showing in the first winter period, the only double figure counts coming from
Royd Moor Res, with ten on 6* Jannary and 15 on 13™ February and Horbury Wyke, which held 20
on 23% February reducing to 12 on 1% March. Birds were present in single figures at five other
waters including Bretton Lakes, where nine were on the Upper Lake on 7% January.

The breeding season produced only one positive record, a pair rearing two young, at Lower Windleden
Res (BBSG), although two pairs were at Scout Dike on 127 April.

In the second winter period, numbers were rather higher, with an obvious influx to the Deer Hill/
Blackmoorfoot arca on 20" September (scc Wigeon), with respective counts of 24 and 36 birds.
Ingbirchworth Res recorded its only double figure peak in September, with 29 on 1%, increasing to
32 later in the month, when 30+ were also at Torbury Wyke. Apart from 14 on 20™ November at
Blackmaoorfoot, just four ather waters had single figure counts.

Exceptional numbers were present from October onwards at Dewsbury S.F.; [rom 65 on 4% October
numbers gradually increased to 120 on 8™ November and peaked at 220 an 6™ December, reducing
thereafter to 162 on 13"

Mallard Anas platyriynchos
Resident breeder (3). Common winter visitor

Pre-breeding season peaks at favoured waters were :- Blackmoorfoot 27 on 1% January, 32 on 19~
February and 28 on 4™ March, Royd Moor 58 on 6" January, Bretton Lakes ¢.80 on 25* January
and Horbury Wyke 45 on 23" Fcbruary.

Breeding was reported from about 20 localities and a wide varicty of habitats, but cvidence from
Blackmoorfoot Res indicates that breeding success may be extremely low; at that sitc from 52
ducklings observed, only four reached the flying stage.

As is to be expected, numbers were higher in the laiter part of the ycar, hut lower in the Ingbirchworth
arca than in the late 80s and early 90s, peaks in that area being only 20 al Scout Dike on 19*
August, 69 at Rovd Moor on 25" August and 95+ at Ingbirchworth on 19* September, with up to 58
at the last site to the year end, Horbury Wyke had c,100 on 18* Aupust, Lower Windleden Res 53
On 4* September, Boshaw Whams 38 on 6® September, a small pond at Lindley 23 on 3™ Oclober,
Langsctt Res 87 on 10® October and Dewsbury S.F. 38 on 11* Qctober. Monthly maxima at
Blackmoorfootl were 51 on 19* September, 33 on 11% October, 54 on 25 November and 46 on 10"
December.

No counts were received frrom Bretton Takes or Elland G.Ps. for the sccond haif of the year.
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Pintail Anas acuta
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

The only record in the carly months was ol two birds at Blackmoorfoot on 107 January and in
autumn onc on £8% September, six on 7* and three females on 23% November (PDB,MLD).

A single male in eclipse plumage was at Ingbirchworth on 19* September and 11" October (BA),
with a malc also at Scout Dike on 30" October (BBSG).

Garganey Anas querguedula
Rare summer migrant

There were two records of the species this year :- a male and a female at Dewsbury S.E on 12% to
15" April (JH) and a female-type at Blackmoorfoot on 1* October (MLD,DHP).

Shoveler Anas clypeaiu
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

Avery poor year for this species with only four records. A male and a fernale at Elland G.Ps. on 2%
My (JB), with all the rest in autumn —twao birds at Horbury Wyke on 10th August and 19 September
(DHP) and (wo at Blackmoorfoot on 6* September.

Pochard Avihiya ferina
Common passage and winter visitor

There were fewer recards with lower numbers of birds than in most recent years.

Blackmoorfoot Res - one on 8 Tanuary was the only record in the first half of the year, one on 26®
July, then no more until one on 1% October ; maximum for October was 12 on 3%, present on only
five days in November, max. ten on 3%, then on just two dates in December, max. two birds on 197,

Ingbirchworth Res - Junuary maximum ten, increasing to 14 on 3 February, with four on 15"
March. After one on 23 July no records until three on 1% November, with maxima of 12 on 22
November and up to 24 in December,

Scammonden - maxima were 17 on 17" January and 14" February, six on 25% November and four
on 5" December.

Birds were reponted, usuaily in low singie figures, from cight other sites — Bretton Lakes (up to
nine birds), Elland G,Ps. (six on 7% Fcbruary)., Boshaw Whams (two in Feb/March), Mcltham
Mills Res (one on 28" Janmary), Ringstone Edge Res (max. seven on 22* November), Scout Dike
Res, Langsett Res and Denby Daie.
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TulNed Duck Aythya fufigula
Resident breeder (1). Common passage and winter visitor

Pairs bred at Langset! Res and Horbury Wyke (five smali young present in August), with further
pairs present in the breeding season at Bilberry Res and in the Wessenden Valley,

Blackmoorfoot Res - birds were present daily throughout January, but with a low maximum of
only scven on 4%, From February to the end of May, birds were recorded on only 29 dates, with six
on 14 March the highest count. Thereafter birds were recorded daily, with monthly maxima of 13
in June, 18 in July, 13 in August, eight in September, 12 in October, ten in November and seven in
December.

[n previous years there has been a build-vp of considerable numbers at Ingbirchworth and Scout
Dike Res’s, but numbers are much reduced recentty.

Scout Dike Res - present throughout the year and at least one pair bred. The maximum count in the
early part of the vear was 12 on 26® April, with Jater peaks of 37 on 29" Juty, 14 on 2™ August, 26
on 19 September down to eight on 18* October.

Ingbirchworth Res - Maximum monthly counts were nine on 1* January, 12 in February, 18 1o
March and 11 in April. The summer build-up of moulting birds reached a peak of 38 on 21% July,
reducing to 16 in August, with up to seven Lo the year end.

Scammonden - monthly maxima 33 on 17* January, 32 on 14" Febroary, 19 on 3 March and in
the latter half of the year, 16 on 8= Qctober and 14 on 5% December,

Other double figure counts were 15 at Gunthwaite Dam on 11* January, 16 at Bretton Lakes on 15™
February and 18 on 5% Apnl, 13 at Deanhead Res on 3" October and 16 at Elfand G.Ps. onl9th
December. Single figures were noted at nine other waters.

Scanp Aythya marila
Scarce passage and winter visitor

Two first-ycar males were at Blackmoorfoot Res on 18 October (MLD,DMO).

Common Scoter  Melanitia nigra
Scarce Lo vncommon passage visitor

All the tecords came from Blackmoorfoot, with six males on 18™ July, an excelient [lock of ¢.75,
all but one of which were males, on 127 August (PB,DMQY) and a single malc on 127 Scptember,
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Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Reguiar, but uncommon, winter visitor

‘The great majority of records came fram Blackmoarfoot as follows :- a single bird on ten dates in
January, present almaost daily through February, March and April, but a maximum of only three
birds and the last spring record on 28* April. Single females on 6% Iune and $/9° July were unscasonal
befare the first autumn arrival of a first-year female on 15 September. One or two on shree dates
in October, nine on 2* November, followed by a tremendous influx ol 44 birds, including 18
males, on 3% November, but only one remained the next day. Birds were recorded on only ten
further dates to the year end, with a peak of cight on 7% December.

At Ingbirchworth Res no more than two birds were reported in the early monihs, the fatest being on
21st March, while in the second winter period there was a record of a single bird on onc date only,
29™ Novcmber.

Ringstanc Edge Res provided the only other tecord in the first period, with a pair displaying on
1K™ March,

In tbe sccond winter period, there were records from a further ten waters, mainly in November,
with maxima of six at Ringstone Edge on 1¥ November, ten at Winscar Res on 6% November, seven
at Langsett Res on 225 December and four at Scout Dike from 29 (0 31% December.

Smew Mergus albellus
Rare visitor

The only records were of one male and two redheads at Bretton Lakes on 24 January (DMP,SP,KW)
and three redheads at Blackmoorfoot Res on 242 November (PDB).

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visitor

A redhead was present at Brookloot Lake, Elland on 24% 10 31* January and from 12% to 29=
December (TBJED) — possibly the same individual was involved?

A redhead flew west at Blackmoorfoot on 3* November (MLI).

Goosander  Mergus merganser
Regular passage and winter visitor

There was an encouraging increase in the number of sites from which this species was reported.

Blackmoorfoot Res - hirds were recorded dafly from 1% January to 23 March, but with low peaks
of cight in January, six in February and seven in March. After {hree on April 9% there were no
further records until November, when up to four birds were present on six dates, with up to six in
December also on six dates.
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Bretton Takes - regular in the early months with peaks of 50 an 7™ and 25" January and 30 on 10™
February, the last spring report being 16 on 1# March. The first wintering birds were noted on 11*
November, with maxima of 15 on 17/18" November and 14 on 27% December.

Elland G.Ps. - regularly reported in the carly months with a peak of 26 on 28" January, a pair on
26" April and six still present on the late date of 19 May. At the cnd of the year 35 were counted on
12* December.

Birds were also reported in the carly months from Ingbirchworth Res — one on 1Y January, Folly
Hall a pair [lying towards Lockwood Bar on 5* January, Lockwood a male flying downstream on
11* January, Ringstone Edge four on 24® January, Langsett Res four on 15= February and Castle
Dam, Penistone, where up to 11 (a record count for the site) were recorded on 13 dates beiween 11"
January and 8" February,

At the end of the year, Ringstonc Edge had four on 18" October, threc on 25* November, a malc on
2= December and four on 157 December; a male was at Scarnmonden on 6% November, a male and
a femalc on the R.Colne at Cooper Bridge on 24* and a single male at Scout Dike Res on 26™
December.

Ruddy Duck (xyura jamaicensis
Infrequent visitor. Has bred (1)

During the summer maonths up 16 Tour males and four females were present at Horbury Wyke, but
there was no further evidence of breeding at the site, where breeding has been proved in two recent
years.

At Scout Dike Res amale and a fermale were seen on 5™ April and a juvenile female on 19™ Scptember.
Ingbirchworth Res suppotted up to three birds (two males) during May and June, whilst birds were
noted a1 Bretion Takes on several dates through the year, but breeding evidence was lacking.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
Rare visitor

One in the Wessenden area on 319 March was watched for almost an hour in flight and at rest on the
ground before drifting away west into mist at 0943 hrs. 1t did not appear to be wing-tagged (DHP).

Addition to 1995 Report - one at Winscar Res on 24" April (NWA in “Birds of Barnsley™).

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Rare visitor

Single rinptails were scen at Ramsden Clough on 21% March (JB,BWW) and at Scammonden on
11% Qctober (IB), with further records form the Langsctt arca on 19* March, 17* October and 1¢
Novcember, the last being mobbed by Ravens (BBSG).

Aringtail harrier flying over Bradley Wood on 18* August was too distant for specific identification
(GBS), but the date suggests it could have been Montagu’s Harrier (C. pygargus).
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Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis
Sporadic breeder and rare visitor

On 20" March, in a garden at Lindley Moor, a bird of this species, probably a male, killed a {eral
pigeon, which it plucked and fed on for over an hour before being flushed; it returned tater, eventually
removing the prey item. Presumably the same bird was also scen to attack unsuccessfully another
[eral pigeon in a neighbouring garden twice on 24" March and was probably sighted briefly also on
18* and 28* March (JED,SMD).

Displaying birds were noted at three sites in March and April, but the outcome of any breeding
attempts remains unknown, (For comparison, in the Barnsley area six pairs werce present, with five
failing to breed (BBSG)).

Flsewhere, one was near Castle i1l on 16% May (BA), one [lew south at Dewsbury S.F. on 27
July (JI1), and two circling aver Thornhill on 13" Seplember were mobbed continuously by 18
Magpies for c.20 minutes (JH).

A juvenile/female in the Cartworth Moor/Snailsden area on 6™ Seplember had unusual plumage,
being generally brownish and ginger in colour, with blotchy breast markings and pale fringes 10 the
upperwing coverts (MC).

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Resident breeder (2)

As in 1997, records were received from about 50 localitics, of which about 20 had breeding season
sightings. Prool of breeding was very scanty however, with confirmation only (rom Denby Dale
(two pairs), Shepley, Meltham Mills and Langsett Banks. Garden sightings were received from
Almondbury, Lockwood, Cowcliffe, Lindley Moor, Dalton, New Mill and Shelley.

Autumn movement was noted at Dewsbury S.F, with a maximum of five individuals, all {lying
cast, on 26" Septembher.

Common Buzzard Auteo buteo
Rare visitor

In the early moaths singles were in the Little Don Valley on 2 January and at Hingeliff Common
on 18" April (BBSG). A dark bird at Digley on 17® August scattered gulls and was mobbed by
corvids (11Q).

One in the Grimescar Valley on 18" October was mobbed by corvids before gaining height over
Fixby Ridge and flving nortk (BC), whilst onc soared over the valley below Scammaonden Dam:
then drifted off to the south on 6™ November (1B),

‘There were two sightings in the Dogley/Lepton area of what was presumably the same individual,
on single dates in October and November (JMD).

In addition a buzzard sp. flew aver Meltham Mills on 28™ March (TD).
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Rough-legged Buzzard HButeo tugopus
Rare visitor

There were two records of this species which could refer to the same individual - one was at
Hingcliff Common on 29® March (BBSG) and oue flew north over Crowden at (0930 hrs. on 187
April (WL).

Osprey Pandion haliueiis
Rare visitor
After a blank year in 1997, it was very pleasing to receive records ol four individuals. The first

flew over West Bretton towards Dewsbury on 20" April (BLNE), one flew west over Dewsbury
S.F. on 28" Aprl (JH) and one flew north over Winscar Res on 9% May (J1M).

The single autuinn sighting of a probable juvenile being mobbed by a Hobby at Winscar Res on
19* September, before leaving to the southwest, maust have been spectacular (MC,PC).

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident breeder (2)

Reports were received from almost exactly the same number of localities as Sparrowhawk, with
breeding proved at Blackmvorfoot Res (two young fledged), Bretton Park, Scammonden (three
young), Lockwood (four younp reared on a mill chimney), Denby Dale (three young) and Holmfirth.
‘The majority of sightings were in the winter months and it would appear that the species’ numbers
may be declining in the arca. In future, all records wonld be appreciated.

Merlin  Fulco columbarius
Resident breeder and scarce visitor

There were few records in the early months, the earliest being one at Ingbirchworth
occasionally from carly January to 7® April, followed by single males at Derby Delf
Quarry and Blackmoorfoot Res respectively on 19 and 21 March.

Three pairs bred in suitable moorland areas, one pair rearing four young, a second
pair three young, but the third pair, which had one downy chick on 5% July, was
robbed (RSPR).

In the second half of the year, sightings were more (tequent and widespread, with
a female at Snailsden on 25 July, one at Townhcad on 23% August, a malc at
Bilberry Res on Sth September, one at Langsett on 6% September, one over

Lindley Moor on 13* September; in October a female/immature at Ringstone Cdge on 5" and a

male at Deanhead Res on 23%. The last for the year was one in the Little Don Valley on 7 November.
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Hobby faico subbuteo
Rare visitor

All sightings were in autumn; in August one was at Ingbirchworth Res on 12 (VA) and two [lew
over Penistone on an unspecified dale (NEP), with one at Winscar Res mobbing an Osprey on 19*
September (MC,PC)

Peregrine  Falco peregrinus

Resident breeder (1)

The upturn in the forlunes of this species coniinues. Records were received {rom upwards of 20
localities and for all months of the year. Very few reports related to breeding, which therefore
remains something of an unknown quantity this year, although a pair is known o have bred
successfully at a new locality, with a second pair apparently taking up territory in a second new
ared. Pairs were also present at iwo other established sites.

Away (rom these arcas, birds were present as follaws (all singles unless otherwise stated) —
Ingbirchworth on 10% January, Digley on 17% January, Booth Wood Dam on 22™ January, Little
Don Valley on 31 January (2), 16" July and 12* December, Blackmoorfoot on 2* February, 18*
March (2 north) and 20* July, Wessenden Fead on several dates January to March, Holmfirth
(Burnlee) on 22% March, Scammonden on 30" March, near T.angsett on 18% April, Snailsden/
Winscar area on 19 and 29% April, 15 August (2), 5" October, 1* November and 21* December,
Dunford Bridge on 1" July, Upper Cumberworth on 24% July, Dewsbury 8.F, on 252 July and [Tying
east on 13" November, Denby Dale on 19" August, Ringstone Edge Res, a juvenile attacking gulls
on the water on 31% August, Carlecotes on 4% September, near Meltham on 3 October, Cantworlh
Moor on 17/18" October and a female fTushed from its roost on the railway viaduct at Penistone on
27" December.

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Resident breeder (3)

The only count in double figures was of 12 at Bluck Moss on 27 April, otherwise in the breeding
scason no morc than six were reported from any single locality. Breeding scason reports came
from Holmficth (off Greenfield Road), Digley area, Harden Res, Wessenden, Holme Styces, Snailsden,
Buckstones, Cupwith, Dovestones and the Upper Littic Don Valley,

Tn the winter manths, these same areas produced the majority of the records, with maxima of six on
the Dunford Dridge Cycle Itack on 22 November and about eight in the Snailsden arca on 29%
Novesober,

Obviously lack of coverage is responsible to a great extent for producing an incomplete picture of
the species’ numbers in the area; it is interesting to compare these records with the 300 brace which
were shot in {ive days shooting frrom 13 August to early September just to the south of our area on
Midhope Moor (BBSG).
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Red- legped Partridge Alectoris rufu
Resident breeder (1)

There were very fow reports this year.

A pair bred at Millhouse Green near Penistone (BBSG) and a pair was scen at Digley on 30 May,
with a Further sighting there of a single individual on 20* December.

A sighting ol two adults with two young in a ploughed field off Dearne Dike Lane near Ingbirchworth
on the extremely early and unlikely date of 27 April baffled the observer (JIED).

A hundred birds were released in January at Upper Midhope, just outside our area, by the local
keeper, feading to numerous sighlings and probably accounted for one seen ncar Langsett Res on
12" May.

Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix
Resident breeder (2)

There was 4 welcome increasc in the number of locations, mainly in the breeding scason, from
which the species was reported, although breeding was confirmed only at Royd Moor (BBSG).
Other pairs were present at Meltham Cop, Whitley Common, Broadstones Lodge, Scammonden,
Blacker Wood, Digley, Sheplcy, Honley Moor/Wood Nook, Coxley Valley, Almondbury, Haddingley
Lane near Shepley, Bulleliff Wood and Emley Moor, where there were up to six pairs. Singles were
seen or birds heard calling at Cheese Gate Nab, Winscar Res and Denby Dale.

The largest numbers reported were nine in the Royd Moor area on 31* January and seven in the
Fenay Bridge/Dogley area on 18" November, Other winter sightings came from ncar Wilshaw on
18™ February, five birds near Ingbirchworth on 2* October and Osselt, where five birds present on
10" November were the {irst seen in the area for a few ycars.

Quuil Coturnix coturnix
Scarce summer visitor, occasional breeder

A relatively poor year with only two recards of calling birds, both in May, the first at Windmill
Lane, Broadstones on 9* (TM), the second on 18 a1 Scammonden (JB),.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Resident breeder (2 - 3)

Breeding was reported only from Bretton Park, Farnley Tyas and Woodsomme, with Lurther sightings
from an additional 17 localities. The species was reported as a frequent visitor to a garden feeding
stalion in ITolmbridge (MC) and one visited a Meltham garden on 13* October (JT).

The species is probabty much under-reponed.
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Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus
Scarce winter visitor

In the carly months, singles were at Elland G.Ps. on 1% January, 7% February, 7% March and 28*
April, when onc was calliag from tall reeds (JB) and at Bretton Lakes on 7 February (BBSG) and
82 April {BC); at this latter site on 15 February, onc was scen and two others were calling at the
head of the Upper Lake (fED).

‘The only record in the secand half of the year was of one at Horbury Wyke on 37 October (DIIP).

Moorhen Gallinula chipropus
Resident breedcer (2)

Breeding was confirmed at Blackmoorfoot Res (two pairs attempled, two young reared), Lumb
[ane (three juvs. on the early date of 7" April and a pair with five juvs. an 24™ April), Elland G.Ps.,
Dewsbury S.F. (wherc a pair had four newly hatched chicks on the late date of 26" Scptember),
Bretton Lakes, Scout Dike Res (at least four pairs), Ingbirchworth Res (at least four pairs reared a
minimum of three young), Lepton Great Wood, Horbury Wyke, Stocksmoor Common, Blacker
Beck, Winscar Res, Lower Windieden Res, Broadstones Res, Langsett Res (at least two pairs) and
Denby Dale, where one pair reared three chicks.

The only significant counts were of 22 at Bretton Lakes on 22% February and a maximum of 48 at
Dewsbury S.F, on 26" November, High numbers also oceur in the Horbury area, but unfortunately
no counts were received.

Coot Fulica atra
Resident breeder (2)

In the early part of the year the highest counts were eight at Gunthwaite Dam on 11™ January, nine
at Elland G.Ps. on [5™ January and c,12 at Scout Dike Res on 31% January.

Breeding was reported from Blackmoorfoot Res, where there were two pairs, but apparently no
young survived 1o fledging, Scout Dike Res with four breeding pairs rearing at least cight young,
Bretton Takes, Inghirchworth Res, where six pairs reared a migimum of' 13 young, and Horbury
Wvyke.

Birds were also present during the breeding season in small numbers at Guathwaiie Dam, Dewsbury
S.E,, Denby Dale and Boshaw Whams,

There were no counts of any significant size in the second winter period.
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Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralagus
Uncommon passage visitor

Most records were in the spring. At Ringstone Edge anc was present on 225 March, with two on 3
April, one flew west at Royd Moor on 7% April and one was at Broadstones on 4% May. At
Blackmoorfoot one on 18" March, three flew west an 22 April, two were present from 5% o 7™
May, with singles on 10% May, 29* July, two on 307 July and a further single on 8” August. Dewsbury
S.F. had tkree birds on both 20™ Junc and 18" August.

At Winscar Res, four birds were present on 19" and 29" May, with two remaining throughout June
and July and until 18% August, but failed to breed.

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetia
Rare visitor

Addition to 1984 Report - one at Ingbirchworth Res on 24® March is mentioned in “Birds of the
Sheffield Area”, J.Hornbuckle & D.Hemringshaw, 1985 but no further details have come to light.
The first record [or the Club area if confirmation can be obtained.

Addition to 1997 Report - during the afiemnoon of 4% August at Rlackmoorfoot Res, a flock of
approximalely 20 birds was reported on the west bank between the hide and the southwest corner.
Telescope views were obtained of the birds feeding and resting. The long upturned bills and plumage
details were described by the observer (H.Park). Although the observer does not claim to be a
birdwatcher, shc knows the species well and it is difficult to imapine what other species might have
been involved (Recorder).

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Scarce summer visitor and occasional breeder

"The first arrival was a single bird on 282 March at Dewsbury S.F., which had additional records of
five on 122 April and four on 7% August (JH). [.ow Ficlds, Eltand had three on 29* and five on 30™
March (IB). At Scout Dike one arrived on 12® April in advance of heavy rain and Castle Dam,
Penistone had singles on 25 April and 10* May (BBSG). At Blackmoorfoot one flew west on 16"
June (MLD).

Sadly, there was no evidence of brecding at any site.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Uncominon passage visitor

There were just two records, both in autumn. Four flew west in the company of five Dunlins at
Blackmoorfoot on 16® August (MLD) and one was al Winscar Res on 8" Scptember (BBSG).
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Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria
Migrant breeder. Common passage and winter visitor

With the exception of a single individual at Blackmoorfoot on 27%, the only site where birds were
recorded in January was Dewsbury S.F., which had very Targe numbers roosting on 25" (2000) and
31¥ (1100); the same site had 800 on 1* and 7* February, while Blackmoorfoot had birds on just
two February dates - 37 on 249 and 18 on 28%,

There were few reports in March and numbers were relatively low, Blackmoorfoot having 130 on
1%, down to four on 6*, with just one on 22+ Ringstone Edge 110 on 4™ and 210 on 8* and Whiiley
Common seven on 11" and 92 on 22, In April, birds were noted at just five sites — Ringstone LEdge
250+ on 3%, Whitley Lanc 30 on 11", ncar the Flouch Inn 19 on 11* and 41 on 17*.  Blackmoorloo!
numbers peaked at 83 on 15™ and cight were present at Black Moss, a breeding area, on 277

Birds were reported from only three sites in May - Blackmoorfoot, where birds were present daily
to 287, with a maximum of 43 on 10%, Cupwith onc on 3 and Broadstones, which had seven on
247,

Apart from Black Moss and Cupwith, breeding season records came from the Isle of Skye {one on
6% June), Holme Styes (one on 107 Junc), Winscar (four breeding termitories, with a further seven to
the west) and the Snailsden/ITarden area (11 territories). One observer reported hirds at their usnal
sites, but in very small numbers.

This {ast ohscrvation was refiected in post-breeding numbers.  Blackmoorfoot bad only a single
individual in July (on 6%), none at all in August, in September just one on 17, nonc in October {in
fact there were no records in that month in the whole of the Club arca) and 21 on 29™ November.

The only ather antumn/winter records were 18 near the Flouch on 16 July, three on 4™ and five on
11* August, one flying over Brownhill Res in fog on 27th September; in November, 750 on 15" and
45 on 29*% at Dewsbury S.F., which also had 60 birds on 6% December, with further December
records from Ringstone Edge of 62 on §%, 34 on 6% and 48 on 20™ and 210 at Broadstones on 22%,
a very unlypical date.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarolu

Rare passage visitor

Onc flew cast at Winscar Res on 4% Junc (JIM) and two juveniles gave excellent views for an hour
at Boshaw Whams on 1 October (DHP).

Lapwing Vanellus vanelius
Resident breeder (3). Numerous passage and winter visilor

Most reposts in the first two months of the year came from Blackmoorfoot, where in Janvary the
maximum counts were 115 on 2% and 250+ on 12%, 177 and 30%, and in February 160 on 10* and
180 on 11%. Elscwhere, two were at Boshaw Wharns on 31# Janvary with up to 60 there in February;
also in February, 25 at Castle Dam, Penistone on 13", 16 over Castle Hill on 18%, 18 at Elland G.Ps.
on 25% and up to 13 at Ingbirchworth.

Birds had returned to breeding arcas above Holmfirth on 1% March, the only flocks in that month
being 21 at Denby Dale on 11" and 50+ over Ingbirchworth an 153
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During the breeding scason birds were reported from Lumb Lane, Almondbury (one pair), Lower
Castle Hill (up to six pairs in a traditional ficld), near Lepton Greal Wood (one pair), Scowot Dike
(one pair bred), Ingbirchworth area (bred), Winscar (bred), New Mill, Dovestones (bred), Snailsden
(at least five pairs bred), Hartcliffe Hill (ane pair bred), Denby Dale {(two pairs attempted) and
Shepley, where two pairs attempted, one pair failing due 1o farming activities. Breeding numbers
1n the Holme Valley were described as similar to those in 1997.

Post-breeding maxima were generally low; at Blackimoorfoot 83 on 30™ June, 110 on 22° July, up
10 170 in August and September, 140 in October, 210 in November and 170 in December. Maxima
at other sites were as follows :- Broadstones ¢.3(K) on 21 July and up to 1000 on 23 November,
Royd Moor ¢.600 on 272 July, Dewsbury S.F. 170 on 19¥ and 195 on 28" July, with 470 west on 8*
November, Ingbirchworth ¢.200 on 19" August, Scout Dike ¢.150 on 15% November and ¢.200 at
Bretton Lakes on 27% December.

Little Stint  Calidris minutus
Rare passage visitor

The only record was a single bird at Dewsbury 8.F. on 177 Scptember (J11}).

Dunlin  Calidris alpina
Migrant breeder (1 — 2). Uncommon passage visitor

‘Iwo at Black Moss on 27* April and one occupied territory at Round Hill, southwest of Winscar
Res in June were the only reports (rom breeding areas.

Blackmoorfoot Res produced the great majority of the remaining records with one west on 25*
February, two west on 7 May, two ou 9% July, singles on 239 and 27" July, five west on 3% August,
five west on 16" August in the company of four Ringed Plovers, two on 12 and one on 13%
September, one on 12* October and singles on 1* and 7° November.

The only other records were oue at Broadstoncs Res on 13* February, al Ingbirchworth singles on
8™ May, 22™ September and 3% October, while Dewsbury S.F. had singles on 27 July and on four
Scptember dates. Onc was also at Boshaw Whams on 1% Oclober.

Ruff  Philomachus pugnux

Scarce passage visitor

Dewsbury S.F. played host to a single bird on 28* August (JH).

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Scarce passage and winter visitor

Elland G.Ps. had most of the records, with one on 31% January, three on 9" March and threc on 12"
Dccember (JB). The only other report came from Ringstone Fdge , where one was present an 15

November (JB).
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Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago
Resident breeder (1 — 2). Common passage and winter visitor

Numbers in the carly months were higher than in several recent years, with 24 al Royd Moor and
17 at Elland G.Ps, both on 31% January, 20 at Ringstone Edge on 21% February and 12 on 23" April
and 27 at Horbury Wyke on 1% March. By contrast, Blackmoorfoot Res had only ong bird on two
dates in February and four on 1* Marci.

Pairs bred at Fox House Moss, Deer Hill and in the Little Don Valley and displaying birds were
noted in addition at Digley, Buckstones, Winscar, Broadstones and in the Cupwith/Nont Sarah’s
area, with three males at the last location,

After the breeding season, there were few records until late in the year. Blackmoorfoot Res had
singles on 6™ Scptember and three dates in October and onc flew over Holmbridge on 5% Scptember.
Ringstonc Fdge held 16 birds on 234 October and 25 on 15 November, seven were al Ingbirchworth
on 30% October, two at Cupwith on 6™ December and 12 at Elland G.Ps. on 12%* December, but
Dewsbury S.F had casily the highest concentrations, with a roost on one of the beds holding 52 on
29" November, 51 on 12% December and 53 the following day,

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Resident breeder (2). Uncommon winter visitor

The only record in the carly months was of one flushed at Broad Carr Wood on 10 January.

Roding birds were obscrved between April and July in the Upper Little Don Valley (scveral),
Stocksmoor Common, Shepley, Storthes Hall Woods, Royd House Wood (on 25" May oaly) and in
the Holme Styves/Crossley’s Plantation; Yaleholme arca (several).

Later in the year singles were al Shepley on 6% November, ncar Castle Hill on 11% November
(brought in by a cat unharmed and released (Mr. & Mrs. M.Rayner via MLD}), Deer Hill Moss on
22 November and 29* December and Scammonden on 23" November,

Black-tailed Godwit Fimosu limosa
Rarc passage visitor

Sightings of a single bird at Blackmoorfoot Res (ML.I3) and an adult in a field at Ringstonc Edge
with Lapwinps (JB) both on 5¢ August could conceivably relate to the same individual.

Bar-tailed Godwit [Limosa lapponica
Rare passage visitor

Al Blackmoorfoot one flew west on 14 April (MLD); in autumn a juvenile was in fields at Ringstone
Edgpe from 24* to 287 August (JB).
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On 5% September, cight fast-flying large waders in a tight flock flew northwest at 1650 hrs, at
Blackmoorfoot, They werce flying low and not scen through binoculars. The obscrver, who was
driving past at the time, is fairly sure that they were this species, but cannot be certain (SH).

Whimbrel Numenius phacopus
Scarce to uncommon passage visitor

The only record was of two birds in ficlds near Ingbirchwoth Res an the typical date of 4% May
(BBSG).

Curlew Nwmenius arquatu
Migrant breeder (2). Common passage visitor

The carlicst arrivals were on 1% March, when three pairs were back on territory at Stocksmoor
Comimon, with an additional bird at Tngbirchworth. The next were at Hade Edge and Broadstoncs,
where 24 were counted on 7% the latter site also held 21 on 11% and 16 on 13" March. Other sites
which had birds in March were Blackmoorfoot, Deer Hill Moss, Diglev/Bilberry, Scammonden/
Deanhead, Royd Moor, Hinchliffe Mill and ncar the Flouch Inn, where a high count of 35 on 14*
reduced gradually to 17 on 272 (BBSG).

Evidence of breeding was obtained from the usual moorlands and upland meadows at Black Moss,
Dovestones, Broadstones Res, Winscar (at least live pairs), Digley, Scammonden, Scout Dike,
Royd Moor, Ingbirchwoth, Cupwith (three pairs), Dunford Bridge/Thurlstone Moor (at least six
pairs), Snailsden, Ramsden Clough, Harden Clough, Hade Edge and near the Flouch Inn and at a
lower altitude at Stocksmoor Common.

Few post-breeding gatherings were noted and there was little evidence of passage through or out of
the arca, apan [rom 14 flying west over Flockton on 225 June, nine west at Blackmoorfoot on 2%
July, 27 in the Dunford Bridge/Thurlstone arca on 4* July, seven, including at least theee juveniles
at Snailsden on 27 June and 12 near the Flouch on 11* July.

The only records after the first week in August were singles at Blackmoorfoot on 10" and 31¢
August and two west on 19" September, four at Greenley Carr on 12* Septemiber, with the last one
at Scammonden on 31% October

Spotted Redshank Iringa erythropus
Scarce passage migrant

Onc occurred at Dewsbury S.F. on 27" September.
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Redshank  Tringa totanus
Migrant breeder (1)

There was a slight increase over the previous year in the number of records of this species. On the
down side, no confirmed cvidence of breeding was obtained, although a pair was displaying near
Winscar Res in March, April and May and probably bred.

Passagc was apparent from latc March, with sinples at Ringstone Edge on 21* and 23% and at
Ingbirchworth and Blackmoorfoot on 287, The Jast locality also had singles on 77 April and 27
May and onc was at Flight Hill on 132 June,

There was little evidence of autumn passage, the only records being three at Horbury Wyke on 15%

July and one at Blackmoorfoot on 6% August.

Numbers at Dewsbury 8.F. peaked at nine on 15 November.

Greenshank  7ringa nebularia
Uncommon passage visitor

Another very poor year ;- in August three at Dewsbury S.F. on 9% (JH), onc at Horbury Wyke an
four dates from 10® tu 26" (DHP) and two at Ingbirchworth on 19* (BBSG).

Green Sandpiper Iringa ochropus
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

Onc was at Dewsbury S.T. on 7% February (JH).

Apart from a bird at Lower Windleden Res on 4% September, all the records were from Horbury
Wyke and Dewsbury 8.F. The former site had birds on 20 dates between 239 July and 23! September,
usually ane or two, with a maximum of four on 10® and 17/18" August. Dewsbury S.F. had records
on several dates from 1% August to 82 September, three on 5" Scptember being the highest count,
with a late individual on 8" November.

Wood Sandpiper Iringu glareola

Rarc passage visitor

One at Horbury Wyke on 117 August gave prolonged views (DHP).

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Migrant breeder (2)

The carliest arrivals were at Blackmoorfoot Res (two) and Elland G.Ps. (one) on 207 and at Bretton
Lakes (two) on 21% April. By the end of the month birds bad also occurred at Tangsett Res,

Brownhill Res, Digley, Redbrook and Winscar Res’s, with records from a further nine sites tn May
and June.
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Breeding took place at Winscar Res, two pairs success{ul, a further three pairs washed out by high
water levels and at least seven birds including juveniles prescat on 1% July, Langsett Res (two
pairs), Lower Windleden Res (one pair), with additional pairs at Scammonden, Wessenden, March
Haigh Res, Dovestones Res, Deanhead Res and Digley Res.

In autumn, birds were at Blackmoorfoot on 20 dates in July, scven dates in August, with two on 12*
September the last. Horbury Wyke had one or two on several dates from 237 July to 13* September,
Ingbirchworth up to three between 6 July and 15* September, with a peak of at leasl seven on 13%
Seplember, The last of the year were singles at Langseti Res on 192 September and in flight over
Lindley Maor an 27% September.

Pomarine Skva Stercorarius pomarinus
Rare visitor

A dark-phasc immature which chased Tesser Black-backed Gulls at Blackmoorfoot Res on 21¢
October was the 200 specics recorded at the site (MLD) and the fourth record for the Club area, all
the previous ones being in 1985.

Addition to 1995 Report - a skua over Ingbirchworih Res on 22™ October was probably this
specics (NWA in “Birds of Barnsley™).

Arctic Skua  Stercoruarius parasiticus
Rare visitor

Three dark-phase adults flew east al Blackmoorfoot Res at 1030 hrs. on 4% August (DMP). The
ninth record for the Club arca.

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
Rare visitor

With the exception of an adult at Dewsbury S.F. on 26% July (JH), all records were from
Blackmoorfoot Res —an adult on 14/15* February (MIL.ID,PB,JKP), a different adult on 262 February

(PB), an adult on 15* March (DHP) and an adult in full surnmer plumage on 5* and 197 August
(MLD, DMP).

Little Gull Larus minutus
Scarce passage visitor

At Dewsbury S.T. birds were recorded on 6™ (two) and 9™ August (one) and 25" September (JH).
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
Resident breeder (1). Numerous passape and winter visitor

The former breeding colony at Black Moss was deserted on
T 27 April; a pair was present at March Haigh Res on 19 April,
?;—& but no further visils were made.

%
No specific counts were made at Blackmoorfoot Res, but in combination with
Commaon Gull "~ (Larus canus), early monthly maxima were January 6750, February 4800
and March 5050. Elsewhere, monthly maxima were (- at Ingbirchworth January ¢.500,
February ¢.900, March ¢.300, Dewsbury S.E 500 on 9= March and c.100 at Shepley on 23“

January.

i
]

Larger numbers occurred in the latter half of the year, with maxima at Blackmoorfoot in July of
137, August 168, September 950, with ¢.5350, again in combination with Common Gull, in
November:.

In November up to 600 were at [ngbirchworth, 500 at Broadstones, ¢.1100 in ficlds at Spicer House
Lane, 200+ at Denby Dale and 1100 at Dewsbury S.E. increasing Lo 1300 at the last site in December.
350 were at Royd Moor on 13™ December, when there were also ¢.500 at Scout Dike Res. Smaller
numbers were alse reported from Woodsome Tall Golf Course, Lindley Rec.(Jan-March and July-
Dec) and Digley Res.

Common Gull Larus canus
Common passage and winter visitor

Sec under Black-headed Gull for winter counids at Blackmoorfoot Res, which had small numbets
during May to September, with a gradual increasc to a maximum of 46 on 6™ Scpt.

[m the early months, 105 were at Ringstone Edge on 4* January, ¢.30 ncar Bashaw Whams on 17
January to mid-February only, 14 at Shepley on 23" January, up to six at Inghirchworth between
January and March and 49 at Scammonden on 3 March.

120 at Langsett Res on 21 July was a very unusual record so far as the date is concerned. In the
latter part of the year, singles were scen at Lindley Rec. between 30% August and 28* November, up
to 3 at Scout Dike Res between Scptember and December, “scveral” at Woodsome G.C. in Octlober/
November, six at Inghirchworth on 1% November, at Ringstone Fdge 100+ on 6™ November and
180 on 13* December and 15 at Broadstones on 17" November.

This species is obviously being under-recorded/overlooked/not counted at many sites.

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus
Common passage and winter visitor

Birds were present at Blackmoorfoot Res in all months of the year peaking in February at 237 and
in September at 1137, with a stecp decline in numbers thercafter, With the exception of onc at New
Mill on 1% January, a singie in January and seven in March and in May at [ngbirchworth Res, 114
at Harteliffc on 1% April and three at Broadstoncs on 19™ April, all other records were in the
second half of the year.

28



In July S0+ were at Broadstones on 23, small numbers were noted passing over Shelley, up to
threc werce at Blackley, small numbers in the Denby Dale/Shepley area, ¢.250 at Langsett Res on
26" and 90 at Ringstone Edge on 31%. In Avgust up to 200 at Royd Moor Rcs, up to 700 at
Millhouse Green, 700 at Langsett Res, with smaller numbers at Hade Edge, Ingbirchworth and
Denby Dale. At Digley, six on 9% Scptember were the first of the autumnn and there were still 400
at Millhovse Green on 1% September, 850 at Royd Moor on 19% and ¢.1200 there on 29%, with many
moving towards Langsctt Res.

At the year’s end 250 at Royd Moor and 110 on Dearne Dike Lane on 11* October, 25 at
Ingbirchworth Res (including two of the race fuscus/intermedius) on 18% October, when 300 were
also at Fullshaw, 26+ at Broadstones on 25", 191 on Brooksbank School Playing Fields on 31%,
followed in November by 85 there on 14" and 60 at Royd Moor on 7. 350 at Royd Moor on 13®
was a very high count for December.

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus
Common passage and winter visitor

Maxima at Blackmoorfoot were :- January 387, February 47, March 56, April and May une, June
nil, July and August one, September two, October six, November 98, December 207.

The only other records received were from Ingbirchworth — one in Junuary and seven on 16%
December, Royd Moor an adult on 13® April, Shelley, where small numbers passed over in
Scptember, Broadstones Res two on 25™ October, Ringstone Edge one on 26* May, Blackley Tip
one on 77 and three on 16™ July, Denby Dale, where the species is seen only occasionally since the
tip was capped and from the Langsctt Res roost which had 63 on 12% February, six on 28* November
and 349 on 28" December.

Yellow-legged Gull  farus cachinnans
Scarce visitor

Blackmoorfoot Res has had & monopoly on this species since its split fram Herring Gull and birds
were identified here on 12" August (three adults and juv/1stW) (PB), 14, 15™ and 31% Aupust
(adult — PB,MLD,DMQ), 5 Seplember (two adults), 7% Scptember (adult), 12% Scptember (adull)
and 17% September (PB,MLD), 11* October (adult or 3%/4thW — MC) and 7/8% November (adult —
MC,MID),

However, as familiarity with the species increases and observers have got to grips with the
identification features, records have been forthcoming froms several other sites as follows - at
Blackley Tip an adult on 117 July and an adult and a 3% suminer on 16 July and 7" August (JB), an
adult at Broadstones Res on 21 July (MCW), a 3° summer at Ringstone Edge on 4™, 5% and 11™
August (JB), at Millhouse Green two adults on 11" August and an adult on 16® August assigned fo
the race/specics L.c.michahellis (MC,BBSG), a 3" summer at Royd Moor Res on 29™ and 31
August (GI,MCW), three at Ingbhirchworth Res on 1* Scptember (BBSG) and in winter an adult on
Brooksbank School Playing Ficlds on 5" December (JB).

The preponderance of records in late summoer is noteworthy.
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Iccland Gull  Larus glaucoides
Scarce winter visitor

Twao sites reeorded birds.  Blackmoorfoot had a IstW on 23* — 28" January (PB,DHPJKP), an
adult an 30™ January (PB,JKP), a IstW on 4™, 57 and 8" February (DHP) and a 2ndW on 22
February (PB) — a minimum of four birds. At Blackley Tip a 1stW was present on 27%, 28" and 31
January at least, with an adult also present on 28 and 31* January and 1¥ February (JB,JED),

Glaucous Gull  Furus hyperboreus
Scarce winter visitor

Blackmoorfoot Res had 1stW birds on 17% January (JKP), two on 24% January which were different
from that on 177 (PB,JKP.DHP) and on 3" February (DMO) — at Icast three individuals, A 1stW
was in lields at Broadstones Lodge on 24" Japuary (GM,DMS) and an adult at Broadstones Res on
13% February (MCW).

Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus
Commeon winter visitor

Monthly maxima at Blackmoorfoot Res were :- January 124, February 18, March 2, April — August
nil, September two, October nil, November 29, December 63.

The only other records received were of 4 1% summer at Ringstone Edge on 28* April, a subadult
flying over Shelley on 2 May, an adult at Digley on 27 September, an adult at Blackley Tip on
157 November, several on Woodsome G.C. in November/December, onc at Ingbirchworth in
December and ten at Langsett Res on 25™ December.

Kittiwake Rissa tridaciyla
Scarce passage visitor

Adults occurred at Blackmoorfoot Res on 157 March (MLD) and 19 December (PB,MI1.D) and a
juvenile was at Ingbirchwerth Res on 31* October (BBSG).

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
Uncommen passage visitar

The first of the year were at Elland G.Ps. on 2" (lwo) and 3" May (five), followed by one which
flew west at Blackmoorfoot on 9. One flew southeast at Ringstone Edge on 21% May aond two
were present at Ingbirchworth Res on 29 and 30" May. At Blackmoorfoot in June, onc stayed
from 4% to 16", three were present on 29%, with single aduits on 3%, 18® and 25 July and Lwo adulls
on 16" August. One was at Ingbirchworth on 152 June and one at Ravensthorpe G.P. on 25" June.
Horbury Wyke had a single on 28* May, two on 19 Junc and then regularly up to four lo 18%
August.
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Apparently birds from the breeding colony at Pugney’s C.P. regularly [ly up the R.Calder beyond
Dewsbury S.F. to feed (JH), which could account for the three adults and two juveniles present at
Elland G.Ps. on 26" July. An adult at Ringstone Edge Res on 31% August was probably unrelated to
this behaviour however.

Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea
Uncommon passage vistlor

Singles were al Elland G.Ps. on 16™ (DS1) and 21% July (ML.D).

Little Tern  Sterna atbifrons
Rare passage visitor

‘Two flew west at Blackmoorfoot on 8 May (MLD).

White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
Rare passage visitor

At Dewsbury S.F. on 11* October, a juvenile {lew west at 1040 hrs. Excellent views were obtained
and the bird was photographed. It came in from the east with Black-headed Gulls and continued
flying towards Dewshury town centre (JH).

This will be a new species for the Club arca if the identification is accepted by YNU Raritics
Committee and BBRC.

Feral Pigeon Columba livia
Resident breeder (3)

Only two records were received, 350+ in the town centre and 160+ at Thornton Lodge, both on 9
December.

Stock Dove  Columba oenas
Resident breeder (2)

Reports were received from 26 localities, although few counts at cither end of the ycar reached
double figures. In the early months maxima were ¢.20 at Hade Fdge on 4” January, 49 al Royd
Moor on 31% January, 18 at Denby Dale (where there were up to 100 in 1996) on 24" February and
40+ at Whitley Common on 15 April, otherwise numbers were generally in low single figures.
Positive evidence of breeding came from Blackmoorfoot, Scout Dike, the Lumb Lane/Castle Hill
arca {up to ten pairs), Penny Spring Wood (probably three paits), Emley Moor, Denby Dale (three
pairs) and Shepley (two pairs), with birds present in the hreeding scason also at Lower Stoncs
Wood, T.epton Great Wood, Horbury Wyke, Dewsbury ST, Breiton Park and Shelley.
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Flocks of 25 or more were present regularly during the summer months, numbers dwindling towards
the year end, at Horbury Wyke. Late season high counts were ¢.50 in Dearne Dike Lane on 11%
October, 14 at Royd Moor Res on 7 November and up to 38 in fields to the west of Blackmoorfoot
Res in December.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
Resident breeder (4). Numerous winter visitor

There were fow reports of this species and none in iarge numbers, other than “many” roosting at
Carr Wood, Woodsome on 11% January, but no count was made, otherwise 50+ were at Horbury
Wyke and near Golear Station on 237 February and 1% March respectively.  Numbers at the
year end were higher, but unexceptional, with ¢.350 at Bretton Lakes on 17% Novemnber, 160 over
Thornhifl on 29* November, up to 100 regularty in the Penny Spring arca and winter tlocks of over
200 in the Denby Dale and Shepley areas the highest counts received.

Breeding was much under-reported.

Collared Dove Streptopelia turtur
Resident breeder (3)

Few observers reporied this species. Breeding was reported from only six areas and included a pair
nesting at Fluddersfield Fire Station on 4® June. The only counts in double figures were of up to 14
birds in a Shepley garden and a high total of 36 at Dewsbury S.F. on 6% August, but only 17 were
present the following day.

Cuckov Cuculus canorus
Migramt brecdet (2)

Single males at Dovestones Res on 23%, Bow Grains (Deer Hill Moss) on 24%, Little Don Valley ou
257 and above Marsden on 29" were the first April recoeds for two years. One was at another
locality near Marsden on 2™ May (“Cuckoo Day!”), with additional sightings from Digley,
Scammeonden, Tunnel End, Wessenden and Crossley’s Plantation by 9™ May. Later in the month
birds were seen or heard at a further 14 localities. Generally only single birds werce involved, but
threc were in the Upper Little Don Valley on 19" May.

Tor the second successive ycar nonc was neard in the South Ossetl area.

The last report for the year was as early as 7* June at Scammonden.

Barn Owl 1vro alba
Formerly resident, now a rare visitor

One was hunting over fields in the nontheast of the area on 12% December (JH), the first record
since 1993,
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Little Owl Athene noctua
Resident breeder (2)

A very widely reported species. Records were received from about 40 localitics, with breeding
confirmed at Shepley (two pairs), Denby Dale {three pairs), Tinker Hill, Cubley/Roughbirchworth
area (at lcast four pairs), Rroadstoncs Res, Lower Stones Woad, South Ossetl, Blackmoorfoat,
Lumb ).ane, Castle Hill and Royd Moor Res and pairs at several other sites in the breeding season.

An interesting observation al Whitegate Lane, above Halmbridge, was of a bird flying above the
road calling continuously, prompting the observer to wonder if such behaviouris a usual occurrence
{MC).

Tawny Owt  Sirix aluco
Resident breeder (2)

Bred at Langsert Res (three pairs), Shepley (two pairs), Denby Dale, Yatcholme, Bretton Park and
Ingbirchworth, with other birds noted in the breeding season at a further 15 sites, mainly woodlands.

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus
Resident breeder (1)

Bred in coniferous wondland at two sites, rearing a single young ai one (SK); at the second site two
or three fledged young were scen to fly short distances on 3+ July (SH).

Short-eared Owl  Asio flummeus
Resideni/migrant breeder. Scarce passage/winter visitor

A welcome return to form for this moorland specics. At one site three pairs bred, with one juvenile
remaining to 7™ November (BBSG). At a second moorland site two birds were seen on 5° June,
whilst one on B% june caught a vole and carried it off presumably to a nest site; further sightings
were made of two on 18* Junc and onc on 24* July.

Al the beginning of the year one was hunting at Horbury Marshalling Yards on 252 January (JH).
All other records were in the latter part of the year, notably in the Deanhead/Scammonden area,
where almost daily sightings were made between 8" October and 11™ November, with at least nine
individual birds involved, the highest daily total being seven on 8 and 12* October. Elsewhere

singles were at Holme Moss on 15™ October (MC), Blackmoorfoot on 29® October (TD) and 10"
December (M1LD), Dewsbury S.F. on 30" November (JH) and Deer Hill on 22*¢ December (TD).
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Swilt Apus apus
Migrant breeder (2 - 3)

The carliest birds to arrive were over a week later than usual, the first being one at Hinchliffc Mill
on 7% May, followed on 8" by one over the town centre, two at Crosland Moor and several at
Ingbirchworth. Birds were secn at a further eight localities on 9% and 10 May and at least 50 were
over Cooper Bridge 8.T. on 12™. Generally numbers were very low compared with the situation ten
years ago.

Rirds were present al Blackmoorfool during May, Junc and July, with up to 24 daily and peaks of
37 and 80 on 4" and 25% June respectively. Passage was noted at Buckstones, where 70+ flew west
on 7* June, but more spectacutarly at Dewsbury S.F. on 14% June, when 500 Qew westin 2.5 hrs. in
the marning and 1326 in the evening (JH).

Therc were few records after mid-August, the last being a single at Horbury Wyke on 18%, 20 at
Scout Dike on 20%, one at Crosland Moor on 22 and 24" and three at Blackmoorfoot an 27", with
none recorded in September.

Kinglisher Alcedo atthis
Resident brecder (1)

Breeding took place at Scout Dike, on the R.Calder near Horbury Bridge and Dewsbury S.F., on
the R.Dearne below Bretton Lakes and on the R.Don, where between Bullhonse Bridge (Millhouse
Green) and Decpear, all but about three kilometres of whichis in the Club area, there was a minimum
ol six paits (BBSG). There were additional sightings of birds in the breeding scason from Elland
G.Ps. (up to four birds), the R.Colne (behind the Zencca Works and the Mc.Alpine Stadium),
Barkisland (pair), Bretton Park/R.Dearne, Hepay Beck and Lockwood Brewery.

Oulside the breeding season, additional localities from which birds were reported were
Blackmoorfoot Res, regularly from September to the year end, Rashcliffe, Lockwood, Marsden,
Scammonden, Horbury Wyke, Armilage Bridge, Shelley, Hinchliffe Mill, Primeose Hill, Brownhill
Res and Langsett Res.

Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis
Resident breeder (1 — 2)

The species was reported {rom approximately 45 localities with breeding being confirmed at
‘Thornhill, Horbury Wyke, New Mill, Denby Dale (two pairs) and Scammonden, pairs present at
Royd Moor, Shepley, Scout Dike, Gritnescar Valley, Woodsonie, Bretton Park, Flland and Langsett,
with calling hirds or sightings of single individuals in suilable breeding habitat ai Lumb Lanc,
Almondbury, Golcar, Thunderhridge, Digley, Lower Stones Wood and Netherton.

In the post-breeding/winter months, birds were reported from a further 18 localitics.
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Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Resident breeder (2)

This is a very widespread and common species, as evidenced by the reports from 60 localities,
although rccords of confirmed breeding were comparatively few. Sites where nesting occurred
were Defler Wood, Lepton Great Wood, New Mill, Bretton 'ark (where a pair was at a nesthole
used the previous year by a pair of Nuthatches), Beaumont Park, Denby Dale, Shepley, Storthes
Hall Woods, Royd House Wood, Mollicar Wood, Penny Spring Wood, Carr Wood, Armitage Bridge
and Digley Bottomn, with a further 20 woodlands where breeding probably took place.

Both in and outside the breeding scason, the specics visited gardens in Almondbury, Somerset
Road, lLockwood, Dalton, New Mill, Meltham and [Tinchliffc and doubtless in other areas.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocapos minor
Resident breeder (1)

There was an increase in the number of reports of this elusive species, which is possibly expanding
its range or simply being detected more frequently.

At Bretton Park, a femalc was excavating a nesthole on 31* March and singlc males were seen on
31¥ March aod 20™ April, a pair on 12® April and singles on four dates in the winter months. A pair
bred in Mollicar Wood, where young were being fed in the nest on 5% Jupe. Probable breeding
vceurred at CLff Wood, Langsett, where drumming was heard on 26™ April, ¢ male was searching
for fuud in Spring Wood, Netherton on 22* May and between March and May birds were also
observed at Woodsome, Lumb Lane, Blacker Wood, Healey House, Armitage Bridge and Elland
Park Wood, all in possible breeding habitat.

Skylark Alauda arvensis
Resident breeder (3)

In February, a minimum of five singing males were back on brecdiog territorics at Broadstones on
12¢*and movement was taking place at Blackmoorfoot, with birds flying west on 13" (12} and 14®
(nine).

The next dated report was of three-plus at Digley on 22° March, Few observers sent in records of
this species, but breeding termitories were located at Wessenden Head (two), Ashes Lane, Almondbury,
Hade Edge, Stocksmoor Common, Emley Moor, Lepton, near Penny Spring Wood, New Mill (where
the specics was ahsent in 1997}, Shepley, Crosland Hill, Deer Hill, Elland G.Ps., Miilhouse Green
(at least two), Royd Moor (15 ~ 20), Scout Dike (two) and Denby Dale (five).

The only autumn reports were of small numbers of migrants calling overhead at Broadstoues on
12% September, threc moving south over the Duuford Bridge Cycle Track on 20* September and
three at Greenley Carr on 4% October.
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Migrant breeder (1)

The first reports were of three at Ingbirchworth and Scout Dike on 11% April, with two at the latter
site on 19% April, followed later in the month by singles at Blackmoorfool on 22 and 24%, onc at
Wessenden Head Res on 23%, {ive at Elland G.V’s. on 24", and on 26% two at Ingbirchworth, threc
al Broadstoncs and at lcast tcn at Bretton Lakes. Single figures were then noted at Blackmoorfoot
on four dates in May, max. threc on 30%, at Dewsbury 8.F. on 17* May and at Scout Dike on 2
(c.8) and 3" May.

A breeding colony on the R.Calder at ITealey held 18 pairs (TH), but no records were recetved from
the breeding site at Ravensthorpe.

A large passage look place at Dewsbury S.F. on 13% June, when 350 flew west, butl no other
movements were notified.

In aulumn, few were noted, maximum at Blackmoorfoot being six on 19™ August, with the last on
13% September, whilst up to 20 were scen regularly at Horbury Wyke during July and August,

Addition to 1995 Report :- & pair bred at Cawthorne Park (NWA in “Birds of Barnsley™).

Swallow fHirundo rustica
Migrant breeder (4)

Birds were very late in arriving, the first not being untit 20* April, when singles were at Flockton
and New Mill, with the next at Flush House and Crosland Hill on 21, at Hade Edge,

Blackmoorfoot, Shepley and Denby Dale on 227 and Lindley Moor and Wessenden Head on 23
By the end of April further reports had come from Elland G.Ps. (30 an 24"), Broadstones, Scout
Dike, Ingbirchwaorth, Upper Denby, Shelley, Snailsden and Scammonden. No gatherings of any
significance were reported during the spring, with only up to a maximum of 14 at Blackmoorfoot
in May, 12 at Scout Dikc on 2% May and “good numbers™ at Ingbirchworth on 12%,

Few reports of breeding were received.

Autumn counts similarly were low, Blackmoortoot’s maxima being 35+ on 27" August and 67 on
17" September. Clsewhere, ¢.2() at Bretton Park on 16% August, ¢.100 at Ingbirchworth on 20"
August, 20 in the Grimescar Valley on 27% August, ¢.200 at Carlecotes and ¢.500 at Cubley on 4™
September and “large flocks™ in the Denby Dale area were the only counts to reach double figures.

October birds were noted at Bradley Park G.C. on 19 (one), Jackson Bridge on 4* (two), New Mill
on 6% (one), Cinderhills on 7* (seven), Shelley on 8* (twao), Flush House on 9 (one), Skelmantharpe
on 10% (three) and the last was at Hinchliffe Mill on 18%.
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House Martin  Delichon urbica
Migrant breeder (3)

The first armival, at Bretton Park on 12" April, untypically was eight days earlier than the first
Swallow and ten days carlier than the next of its species at Denby Dale and Elland (three) on 22,
The next were at Lindley on 25%, Ingbirchworth (three) and Scout Dike on 26 and Blackmoorfoot
on 28® (four) and 29 April (twa). Few spring flocks of any size occurred, apart from 120 on 10%
May and 180 an 18 June at Dewsbury S.F. and 100+ at Clayton West 8.F. on 26 May. During this
period the maxima at Blackmoorfoot were just five in May aod four in June.

Breeding was reporled from Lumb Lane, Almondbury (four nests), Holly Bank Road, Lindiey
(three nests), Shepley (three nests}, Hade Edge (four nests on school and others on houses), Qutlance
{5ix nests) and Newsome (one nest). There are surely other sites to be reported.

In autumn, Blackmeorfoot had maxima in July of 33 on 26®, in August 55+ on 27® and in September
103 un 6®. Other high counts were ¢.75 at Penistone on 9 August, .50 at Ingbirchworth on 122
and 16" August, with ¢.60 at Bretton Lakes on the latter date, 100 at New Mill on 29% August, good
numbers at Shelley with over 100 per day regularly in Jate August, ¢.40 moving south over Lockwood
on 15% September, with good numbers at Hinchlifte Mill on 19" September. The Jargest numbers
however were recorded at Dewsbury S.F,, which had 113 on 239 August, 989 passing west on 13"
September aud 1403 also west on 27% September.

There were no late records, but in October ¢.50 were still at Hinchliffe Mill on 3%, one at Shelley on
8", three at Skelmanthorpe and four over Dewshury on 10" and the last on 122 at Lindley.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
Migrant breeder (2)

The only April records came from Langsett Res, where one was in song on 25®, and Blackmoorfoot
on 26™. Elsewhere in the breeding season, birds were noted at Scammonden (but did not breed),
Royd Edge, Upper Littic Don Valicy, where at least four pairs bred, CLiff Wood (prabably two
pairs), New House Wood, Woeodsome Lees, Denby Dale, where one pair bred and threc young
iledged on 17* June, and Winscar Res (two singing males present). No reports werc received from
previous strongholds such as Deffer Wood and the Bretton area. The specics is very obviously in
decline locally.

There were autumn records from Scammonden — onc on 8" August, Ingbirchworth — onc on 102
August, onc al Blackmoorfoot on 16" August, at Denby Dale on 24* August aud over Digley Res
on 67 (two) and 7% September, the latter date one of obvious visible roigration.
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
Resident breeder (4 — 5). Partial migrant

Singles at Dovestones Res and Meltham on 107 January were rather unusual. Five at Broadstones
on 13® February were also early. Morc characteristically, birds were reported [rom regular sites
from mid-March onwards, with 50+ at Denby Dale on 1% April and similar numbers passing over
Shelley daily from the begtnning of April, with a heavy passagc of hundreds of birds in the
Ingbirchworth area on 5* April. On this same datc, Dewsbury 8.F. reported a spring maximumof 60
birds, a total much reduced from previous years. Ten were still on passage at Scoul Dike on 10"
April and 85 counted at Elland G.Ps. on 15" April,

Reporied as abundant in the breeding season at Hade Edge, Harden Clouph and Winscar and probably
breeding at Farnley Tyas and ncar Penny Spring Wood.

Many flocks were noled in the autumn period, mainly in Scptember, with much evidence of
movement, generally to the south or southwest, as follows :- al Digley in September ¢.100 on 5%,
100 — 200 on 7%, ¢.10 on 9%, up to 50 on 17%, ¢.20 on 24" and hundreds in fields on 26% at
Brownhill Res ¢.200 passing on 6™, at Cartworth Moor 80 — 100 moving in short hops across [iclds
on 9°, at Greenley Carr ¢,100 moving southwest on 12%, with similar numbers at Broadstones and
westerly movement at Ingbirchworth on the same date, ¢.70 at Castle Hill on 157, ¢,200 in set-aside
at Emley on 16%, ¢.20 at Castle Darn, Penistone on 27%, 53 southwest at Scammonden on 3 October
and a general southerly movement at Flight Hill on 4% Qctober.

Late birds were recorded at Scammonden, with 10+ on 1* November, one on 2 December, Deanhead
four on 4% November, Digley one on |5" November, Quarmby one on 10" December, Emley Moor
onc on 26" December and from Blackmoorfoot, which most unusually had two or three daily
throughout December.

Rock Pipit Anthus pefrosus
Rare passapc visitor

Singles occurred at Dewsbury S.E on 25% October and 29 November (JH) and at Royd Moor Res
on 7% November (MCW).

/ﬁ%’
Yellow Wagtail Motacilia flava L

Migrant breeder (1) 5 ";ﬂ‘:g B
There were only R 1w0 records of this very much reduced
species — a male EL on plough at Rusby Wood on 26" April (JED) and

a male of the nominate race M.f flava (Bluc-headed Wagtail) at Upper Denby on 27 April (I'M)

There was 4 better scries of records in autumn, with singles at Scout Dike Res on 27* July and a
juvenile on 29" August (BBSG), single juveniles at Ingbirchwarth Res on 3%, 8% and 15™ August,
four juveniles on 16 and one on 19%, which possibly indicatcs breeding nearby (TM, BBSG).
Three were al Horbury Wyke on 237 August and passage was noted at Digley Res on 3™ September,
when two passed over with numbers of Meadow Pipits and 7% Scptember, when one occurred in a
fall of Meadow Pipits and Pied Wagtails (MC). One was near Lower Stones Wood on 18" September,
five [lew over Shelley on 239 September (SG).
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Grey Waglail  Motacilla cinerea
Resident breeder (2)

Bred at Bretton Lakes, Thunderbridge, Denby Dale, Dewsbury S.T., Wessenden Res, Scout Dike
Res, Casile Dam, Penistone, Dunford Bridge, Little Don Valley above Millhouse Green (five pairs)
and between Hazelhead and Deepcar at {east 25 pairs were present on the R.Don. Probable breeding
was also reported from near Almondbury, Dogley, Waterloo and Tonnel End, with other breeding
season sightings from Colnebridge, Hey Green, Deer Hill, Stephen Wood (Denby Dale), Meltham
Mills, Milnsbridge, Ingbirchworth, Holmf{irth, Digley, Gunthwaite, Langselt and near Penny Spring.
The species is widely distributed and maintains a healthy breeding population.

Birds occurred ouiside the breeding season at a further 20 sites, including gardens at Shepley,
Lockwood and Meltham and in the town centre.

Most sightings were of one or two individuals, but there were seven together at Ingbirchworth on
25 August (DHP).

Pied Wagtail Motacilia alba
Resident brecder (3)

A pre-roost gathering of at least 150 birds was at the Springwood Car Park on 8 March, with 40+
there on 5® July. The only other early season count was of eight birds at Silkstone S.F. on 11™
January.

Breeding was reported only from Ingbirchworth (at least two palrs), Emley TV mast, Emley Moor,
Emley village/Skelmanthorpe (¢.6 pairs) and Denby Dale.

There were more post-breeding season counts, the maxima being at Dewsbury S.F. 60 on 30® July,
63 on 23" August, 68 on 132 and 75 on 15® September and 46 on 252 October, at  Ingbirchworth
20 on 14™ August, at Scout Dike 35+ on 29™ August, at Digley ¢.20 on 5™ September, at Dunford
Hridpe 15 at one puddle on the Cycle Track ou 24 Septembur and 14 on the dam wall at Langsctt
Res on 28" September.

Abird at Dewsbury S.F. on 21¥ November was in an unusual plumage — all white with a yellow
head, black wingtips and pink legs and bill (JH}.

‘Two birds attriboted to the nominate race M.a.alba (White Wagtail) were at Dewsbury S.F. on 2
May (Ji).

Additions to the 1994 Report — numinate race birds M.a.a¢lba occurred at Royd Moot on 29%
May and at Langsett on 26" September (NWA in “Birds of Bamsley™).

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
Eruptive winter visitor, rare to uncommon

Seven were reporied at High Hoyland on 16* January (BINE), but no further details are avatiable.
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Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Resident breeder (2)

One was at Liphill Brouk, Bumnlee on 17* January and onc at Thonderbridge on 23* February,
where at nearby Dogley N.R. one was carrying food on 2 May, Breeding was confirmed only at
Hill Top, Slaithwaite, wherc a pair rearcd two broods of five and six young, Wessenden, Oxygrains
Beck, on the R.Little Don above Millhouse Green (two pairs reared @ minimum of five young and
at least nine pairs between Hazelhead and Deepear (BBSG)). Other records from known breeding
sites included birds at Hey Green, Marsden, Beestones Wood, Dovestones and Langsetl.

There were scveral sightings from the Holme Valley, including one in the centre of Holmfirth on 2%
Octaber.

Several ohservers consider the speeics to be in decline in the arca; all records should be submitted
in future years.

Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes
Resident brecder (4)

A common and widespread bird throughout the arca with, for example, 17 at Bretton Lakes on 227
February, 14 singing males in the Little Don Valley above Millhouse Green, six males holding
territory at Clifl Wood, Langsclt, up to 12 singing mates al both Lepton Great Wood and Penny
Spring Wood, 13 at New House Wood, Denby Dale and abundant at Gunthwaite in April,

Dunnock Pruneila modularis
Resident breeder (3)

Widespread and common throughout the area, but reported 1o be declining in the Denby Dale and
Shepley arcas (TM),

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Resident breeder (4 - 5)

All reports received refer to the species as a commion breeder, numerous or abundant. At feast six
territories were accupicd in a CBC plat at Shepley, six males held breeding territories at CLiff
Wood, Langsett and there were ten singing males at New House Wood, Denby Dale.

On 6* October, when hundreds occurred on the cast coast, at least seven were in the car park at
Digley Res in a fall of thrushes.

40



Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Migrant breeder (2)

The first was a male in a New Mill garden on the rather carly date of 16™ April, followed by males
at Upper Little Don Valley on 25%, Ingbirchworth on 26%, near Blackmoor-foot on 29* and Helme
on 30" April.

Yurther singing males and/or females appeared in May at Scammonden, New House Wood, ITey
Green, Riding Wood Res, North America Wood {two males), Clilf Wood, Digley and Langsett, but
the only proofs of breeding were obtained at Holme Styes, where a male was carrying food on 27*
June and in the Upper Little Don Vallcy, where at lcast six pairs bred above Brookhouse Bridge.

The only autumn reports came from Dunford Bridge Cycle Track and a Cowcliffe garden on 8™
August, between Upper Denby and Upper Cumberworth on 30* August and Scammonden, where
a juvenile was present on 31% August,

Addition ta 1997 Report ;- bred at Denby Dale (TM).

Whinchat Saxicolu rubetra
Migrant breeder (2)

The first were two at Broadstones Farm on 24% April, followed by two nearby at Windmill Lane on
26", a male ar Melthain Moor on 27* and a female a1 Denby Dalc on 29™ Apnil. In carly May, birds
appearcd at Scammonden on 2™ and 4 (two), with additional sites occupied from mid-montb.

Bred at Scammonden (at least one pair out of two present), Winscar (two pairs), Barmings, Lower
Windleden Res and the Upper Little Don Valley (ihree pairs), with further pairs or singing males at
Buckstones, Deer Hill, Royd Edge, Harden Clough and Hingcliff Common,

Passage birds were noted in autumn at Dewsbury S.F, where the first juvenile appearcd on 27"
July increasing to five on 4% Avgust, with four on 28% August, 82 September and 10% QOctober,
Scout Dike which had six on 2% August, when there were also seven at Ingbirchworth, Spicer
House T.ane one on 28 August, Deanhead six on 31% August, Ingbirchworth village onc on 82
Scptember, Ringstonce Edge one an 19% September and finally three on the cycle track at Dunford
Bridge on 20" Scptember.

Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Occasional breeder (1). Scarce passage and winter visitot.

{n the early months, a female was at Deer Hill on 8" February, with what was possibly the same
bird at West Nab on 22+ (DMP,JJ). At Black Moor a male and a female were scen on 21% February,
with the male remaining to 24* (ML.D).

A pair bred al Winscar rearing four young, with three birds inctuding an adwult male still in the area
on 8% November at lcast and a pair probably bred at Hingcliff Common (BBSG). In addition a pair
with a very recently fledged Suvenile were at Bow Grains on 6™ September (TD).
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There was an excellent series of autumnéwinter records as follows :- two on the cycle track at
Dunford Bridge on 20™ September (MC), a male at Ramsden Clough on 7% October (IDMP), at
Scammonden four, including adult male and female on 18% Cclober, with two on 25™ and onc on
30" October, a female on 4® November and an adult male and a female on 2* December, at Deanhead
male and female on 23 October and one on 30" Qctober (JB.JED), two ncar Mcltham{DMP) and
two at Hingcliff Common (BBSG) on 1* November, and in December a female between West Nab
and Deer Hill or 19" (TD) and an immature at Broadstones Lodge or 22+ (BI3SG).

Wheatear Ocnanthe ocnanthe
Migrant breeder (2)

A male near Deer Hill on 11" March (DMP) and still present on 13% was more than two weeks
carlier than the next arrivals on 27, when four birds were at both Winscar and Broadstones, [ollowed
by four at Spicer House Lane and Whitley Common and one in the Little Don Valley on 282, with
a male and a female at Scammonden on 29™ and a female at Oldfield on 2% April, A further arrival
iook placc on 5% April, with one a! Dewsbury S.E, scven at Dearne Dike Lane and ninc at Brown'’s
Edge “airficld”.

Afler small numbers at a further four siies in the next two weeks, there was a significant influx
from 25*, when 11 were at Blackmoorfoot; on 26™ there were at least 30 in the Broadstones Lodge
area, ten at Broadstones Res, seven al Scammonden, with ten at Upper Denby and five at Denby
Dale on 27", increasing to ninc on 29"

Lindley Moor held two of the Greenland race (0O.o.feucorrhoa) on 4% May (JED).

Breeding occurred at Dovestones, Upper Windleden Res, Winscar (onc pair — two young) and
Wessenden, wherce a recently fledged juvenile was scen on 6% July, and doubtless went unrecorded
at many other sites.

Records were received from five siles in August, while in September a male was at Cartworth Fdge
on 6", Blackmoorfoot had birds on four dates, the last being three on 17% Dewsbury S.F. had
singles on 25% and 27* and one was at Digley on 26™ There were two October records, one at
Winscar on 11™ and two birds at Scammmonden on 18*.

Ring Ousel Turdus torguatus
Migrant breeder (1-2)

The first was a male in the Little Don Valley from 27% joined by a female from 30™ March and one
pair bred. At least one male, possibly two, was near Bilberry Res on 30% March and the same site
held three birds on 12" April and six males [ccding together on pasture on 182 Apri?, but o breeding
evidence was reported from this traditional site.

Amale was prescnt at Buckstones from 26% April, whilst this locality held a pair and an additional
male on 3° May. In thc Wessenden Valley four singing malcs were present throughout May and a
nest with eggs was located on 27%. A1 Dovestones a pair probably bred and a calling male was
heard at Ramsdcen Clough on 19™ May.

There were two recurds of probable immigrants in autumn, two fecding on Rowan herries at
Dovestones on 19% September and a male at the unusual site of Royd Moor on 6" October (JIM).
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Blackbird Turdus merula
Resident breeder ()

A very common species throughout the area.

204, mainty first-ycar males, were in the upper valley at Scammonden on 31 October, one was on
the moor top at Blackstone Edge on 14" November and 45 were counted at Thornhill Milt Bank on
13* December.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Numeraus passage and winter visitor

January numbers were relatively low, with reporied maxima of 100 at Spicer House Lane on 6%,
¢.50 at Bretion Yark on 15%, 100 at Shepley on 25 and 100 at Scout Dike, ¢.100 at Broadstones and
30 at Ingbirchwortl all on 31%. Numbers increased slightly in February with ¢.50 at Lumb Lane on
3", ¢.30 at Royd Moor on 10", 300 at Ingbirchworth and 100+ at Broad-stones on13th and smaller
numbers at Blackmoorfoot and Scammonden. No large build-up of birds returning to breeding
grounds occurred in the spring months, the only significant numbers being 80+ at Royd Moor on
157 March, ¢.400 al Spicer House Lane on 31st March, 200 at Denby Dale on 1% April and 70 at
Dewsbury 8.F. on 4™ April. Thereafter records were few, with two at Scout Dike and ¢.10 at Castle
Hill on 19 April liic last.

Returning birds in the autumn were very late, the carliest being in a mixed flock with Redwings
passing southwest over Lindley on 15% October. The next were 42 moving southwest at Ringstone
Edge on 23+ October, with cight at Dobb I3yke, Holmbridge on 24™, singles at Scout Dike on 28
and at Scammonden on 30% and over Lindley Moor and Hinchliffc Mill on 31, when ¢.30 at Royd
Moor was the first flock of any size in that arca. Numbers increased from November onwards, with
on 1%, ¢.300 at Ingbirchworth, 306 at Dewsbury S.F. and 40) northwest over Lindley Moor, and on
2 560 moved southwest at Scammonden, with 350 northwest there and 230 west at Blackmoorfool
on 7®, 236 west at Skelmanthorpe, 946 south at Dewsbury S.E and ¢. 240 at Scammonden on 8*

Thercafter numbers were generally fewer, although grounded birds were recorded at many locations,
but with a good flock of ¢.400 birds at Spicer House Lane on 29", when 262 wete also ai Dewsbury
S.E

Maxima at the year end in December were 84 at Dewsbury S.F. on 6%, 76 at Scammonden on 15%,
¢€.350 pear Ingbirchworth on 16", 40 at Blackmoorfoot on 262, 250+ at Bretton Park on 29" and up
to 200 in the Shepley/Denby Dale areas.

43



Saong Thrush  Tiwrdus philomelos
Resident breeder (3)

Probably as a result of the widcly publicised decline of this species at a national kevel, more records
were reccived than usual for this species, generally relating to the breeding season. In spite of the
increase in records, however, there were few relating to actual breeding, which was reported only
from Denby Dalc (three pairs), Shepley (two pairs), Shelley (two pairs) and Dewsbury S.F. (one
pair). Most reports were of singing males or of individuals seen in the breeding season at the
following locations :- Milnshridge, Elland G.Ps., Beestones Wood, Holme Styes (two males), Winscar
Res (two males), New Flouse Wood (three males), Hade Edge, Golcar, Bretton Park (four males),
Carr Wood, Digley Bottom. Mollicar Wood, Ossett, New Mill, Tinchliffe Mill, Meltham and Clitf
Wood.

Abird of the contincntal race was present on 3 October at Scammonden, where at least three grey
continental birds were also present later in the month. Scven birds were at Elland G.Ps. on 29®
December.

Redwing  Turdus iliacus
Numerous passage and winler visitor

There were few reports in the carly months and only of refatively small numbers. Up to 100 were
at Bretton Park on 5™ January, 50+ at Fixby on 21* February and 70+ at Royd Moor on 15"
March, otherwise no more than 30 were noted anywhere. The last and only record for April was
one at Blackmoorfoot on 6%,

Birds were latc returning in autumn, the first being one at Scammonden on 37 October, Jollowed
there by 65 flying west, calling over Holmbridge and ¢.40 over Shelley all on 57, two at
Blackmoorfoot on 8 and one at Dunford Bridge on 10", Thercafter birds were secn at ten sites
during the month, with maxima o[ 45 at Blackmoorfoot, “a large flock™ mixed with Ficidfares over
Lindley, c.350/45(} west in 1.5hrs. at Holmbridge all on 15% and a sizeable westerly passage over
Hinchliffe Mill on 31 with up to 20 elsewhere.

November numbers were low, with a southerly movement of 65 at Dewsbury 8.F, on 8" and a
maximum of 50 at Bretton Park an 17%. At the end of the ycear, up to 100 were in Bretton Park and
100+ in Litherop Lane on 30® December, otherwise no site recorded more than 30 birds.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident breeder (3)

Upto 18 were seen in a Lockwood garden on various dates between 30% January and 22= Octeber,
but no other gatherings in double figures were noted in the first winter period, the largest being
cight at Royd Moor on 15* March.

More were reported in the post-breeding season, with in August, a maximum of 27 a1 Dewsbury
S.F. on 26™ and 41 in the upper Grimescar Valley on 27" A flock of 17 was near Holme on 123
September and ¢.30 were at Dovestones on 197 September.

Onc was in full song at Bretfon Park by 13¢ November.
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Occasional migrant breeder (1)

There was no evidence of brecding, but singing birds were heard in the Grimescar Valley (JMN)
and at Horbury Bridge (JH) on 2™ May, near Healey Marshalling Yards from 3% 1o 6% May (J1H) and
at Denby Dale from 14" to 16™ July (TM).

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Migrant breeder (1)

One had arrived at Elland G.Ps. on 2° May and was followed by five singing males, which probably
included some passage birds, at the same sitc on 10" (JB), when one was also at Blackmoorfoot
Res (MLD). During May and June one sang at Dewsbury S.F. and three singing males werc just
oulside 1he works perimeter fence throughout, although no definite proof of breeding could be
obtained; a maximum of five was scen on 2% August (JH). The only other record was of a bird
presumably on passage at Scout Dike on 27" July (BBSG).

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpuceus
Rare breeder and passage migrant

A singing bird was present from 1% May at Elland G.Ps., with two males from 15" and breeding
took piace, two aduils and two juveniles being scen on 25™ July (JB,JED,SI1 et al).

The only other record was of a male in song at Horbury Wyke on 282 June (JH).

Lesser Whitcthroat  Syfvia curruce
Migrant breeder (1)

After a poor year in 1997 there was a welcome increase in the number of records of this species.

The first was a male in song on 18" April at Dewsbury S.F,, where a further sighting was made on
4% July (JH). The next singing males were at Daiton on 27" April, but not subsequently {BA) and
on 28" at Shelley , wherc an adult was feeding two young on 15* August and last scen on 17*
September (SG). Two singing males at Scout Dike were prohably on passage (BBSG). Two pairs
bred at Thornhill Mill Bank, an adult feeding chicks on 24% May (JH). The most surprising record
was of a male heard to sing three times in bushes near the Pine Street Car Park in Huddersfield
town centre on 7 May only (SH). Other males were at Denby Dale on 22° and at Shepiey on 27+
and 31¥ May (JED,TM).

In August single birds were al Cowcliffe on 8% (GBS), at New Mill killed flyinp into a window on
1r* and at Denby Dale on 24% (TM).
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Commuon Whitethroat  Syfvia communis
Migrant breeder (2)

The earliest returning birds were two on 26* April at Bretton Lakes, where subscquently up to ten
malcs were 1n song and up to six pairs probably breeding. These were followed in May by one at
Elland G.Ps. on 1%, a pair at Royd Moor and a male at Dogley N.R. an 2™ and a malc in song at
Scout Dike, where later two pairs probably bred.

Brecding occurred at Elland G.Ps. with up to six males in song, Cowcliffe, Dewsbury 8.F. where
five pairs reared young, Shelley and Colne Road, with additioinal singing males present in another
cight Jocalitics.

In autumn a remarkable count of 41 was made at Dewsbury S.F. on a single settling bed on 27
August (TH), Migrants were at Ingbirchworth on 15* August (two), New Mill on 18® Augusi and
Broadstones on 12" September,

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin

Migrant breeder (2
g (2) -

Onc was reported from Bretton Park on the very
carly date of 8 April, but there were no more
records from that site until 27%, By mid-May, up
to 15 singing birds were present there. Singlcs
accurred at Shelley and Elland G.Is. on 1% May,
numbers increasing to seven at the latter site by
10", when three were singing in the Woodsome area,
otherwise it was from mid-May onwards that the
general arrival took place.

Brecding occurred at Stocksmoor Common, Denby Dale, Dogley N.R. (two pairs), Scout Dike
Res, Royd Moor Res (at least two pairs), Carr Wood and CIiif Wood (five breeding territories) and
singing birds were reported from a further 12 localities, in many of which breeding probably took
place.

Blackmoarfoot had only one record of a bird on 28" July, on 279 Aupgust one was at Royd Moor and
three at Scout Dike; no other post-breeding season reports were received.

Blackeap Sylvia atricapilla
Migrant breeder (2 — 3). Scarce winter visitor

In the carly months birds were reported from gardens in Meltham on 14 (male) and Lockwood
from 17" to 24™ January (female).

The first singing bird was reported from Bretton Park on 31 March, followed by birds at Lockwood
on 3% April, at New Mill and Dalton on 8% and Horbury Wyke on 10%. The main arrival took place
from about the last two weeks of April, reports being received from over 60 localitics, mainly of
singing malcs, but with breeding confirmed at only 13 sites.
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At Blackmoorfoot, where a pair bred, a total of anly a dozen hirds was noted between July and the
last on 19* September, and elsewhere there was little evidence of passage aparl from singles at
Ringstone Edge on 31% August, Dovestones on 19% and Dunford Bridge Cycle Track on 20%
September.

At the end of the year singles were in Bretton Park on 14® November, a male at Skelmanthorpe on
21% November, a malc at Lindley Moor on 22* Novemnber and finally a female at New Mill on 237
December.

Wood Warbler Phyliocsopus sibilutrix
Migrant breeder (1)

A slight increase in sightings compared with recent years, but still decidedly scarce and not proved
to have bred.

A male singing in a Skelmanthorpe garden on 22 April was not in suitable breeding habitat (JMD)
and one sang at Blackmoorfoot only on 28= April (MLD). A singing malc was seen and heard ina
new location with suitable breeding habitat near Holme Styes on 4° May (SH), a male was in song
at Cliff Wood, Langsett on 19® May (JED,SH) and one sang ncar Deanhead Church on 1% June
{JB).

At Langsctt Banks a pair were giving alariu calls on 107 August, which is an exceptionally late date
if breeding {BBSG).

BBSG reports numbers af the species down 90% on 1997,

Chiffchaft Phylloscopus collybiiu
Migrant breeder (2 - 3)

The carliest arrivals, in March, were at Bretton Park on 19%, when there were as many as cight
singing males, Gunthwaite on 20° and Blackmoorfoot on 21%, followed by one at Ingbirchworth
and at least eight at Deffer Wood on 23¢, By the end of the month, mainly from 282, birds had been
recorded at a further cight sites.

Breeding season reports were received from many localities, mainly woodlands, throughout the
area, but breeding proof was only obtained at Langsett Res, Denby Dale and Shepley.

There was considcerable evidence of avtumn passage, although Blackmoorfoot had no birds in July
or August and a single male on only eight September dates. Two were at Ingbirchworth on 19%
August, singles at Digley on 10" September and 6% Qctober, Hinchliffe Mill on 16 September,
Holmbridge on 18" September, at Winscar and Dunford Bridge Cycle Track (at lcast three) on 207
September, with one at the latier sile also on 24% September, two at Elland G.Ps. on 23 September
and one in song a1 Hade Edge un 28% Scptember. In Oclober singles were at Scammonden on 3™
and 10%, at Shelley on $* and at Rovd Moor on 102,
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Migrant breeder (3 —4)

Avery early bird was at Gunthwaite Dam on 29" March, with carly April reports from Bretlon Park
on 3, Quarmby Clough on 4%, Scoul Dike on 5™, Mcltham on 6™, Blackmoorfoot and Flland on 7
and Dalton on 8%, Many more arnived [rom 12% onwards and the species was widely distributed in
good numbers by the month ¢cnd.

This is our commoncst breeding warbler and was reported as abundant by several observers, BBSG
has supplicd the following information regarding males holding brecding territories :- Ingbirchworth
14, Scout Dike minimum 14, Little Don Valley 18, Cliff Wood scven; in addition Stocksmoor
Common, Elland G.Ps., Scammonden and Lepton Great Wood all held in excess of 15 singing
males.

There was litile evidence of movement in autumn; Blackmoortool had only 3-4 daily in July and
August, one on ten dates in September, with two on 4%, Dunford Bridge Cycle Track ten on 82
Aupust, Bretton Wilderness Plantation ¢.10 on 16™ August, Digley one on 9% September,
Ingbirchworth a juvenile in song on 12* September and the last was delivering sub-song at
Dovestones on 19 September.

Goldcrest Regufus reguins
Resident breeder (2 — 3). Common passage visitor

Birds were widespread, but in only very small numbers, in the early months, no count exceeding
six until 12 were located in a loose flock at Scammonden on 28% March.

Probable breeding was reported from all the usual coniferous plantations as well as from mixed
and deciduous woodlands at Lepton, Deffer, Shepley, Cliff Wood, Langsctt, Denby Dale, New
House Wood, Scout Dike, Winscar Res, Holme Styes, Crosland leath and the Yateholine area. A
pair bred in a garden at Kirkheaton (Mrs.Crowther).

Mare frequent in the later months, with 40+ in the Little Don Valley on 15 August and ¢.30 there
on 13% November, An obvious influx to the Scammonden area from mid-October when 15 were
present, with 45 on 31%. About 60 were counted on a circular walk around Langsett Res on 10°
QOctober, but no othee counts reached double fgures at any silc.

Firccrest Kegulus ignicapiilus
Rare visitor

One was reported at the eastern edge of Stony Cliffe Wood, Netherton on 15" April (BLNE), but no
further details are available.

A female was at Langscit Banks or 152 November (MCW).
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Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Migrant breeder (1 - 2)

One was reported from Hey Green, Marsden on the temarkably early date of 25* April (GBS), with
irore normal arrivals noted in mid-May on 16* at Digley Bottom, on 17® at Langsell, in the Upper
Little Don Valley two on 20%, followed by two at Shepley on 30%.

At least three pairs bred in the Little Don Valley, with single pairs at Helme, Langsett village, North
America Wood and at Shepley, where four young were reared from a nest against the wall of a
house (J.Cookson), and therc were threc pairs at Denby Dale. At Hinchliffe Mill on 8% July an
adult was carrying food; on 16" August an adult and a juvenile were together in Bretion Park and
an adult and two juveniles in Wilderness Planiation. Asinging bird was at Kirkburton from 14 June
onwards.

Evidence of dispersal in antumn came with records of singles at Deer Hill on 19" August, Royd
Moor from 22+ 10 25" August and ncar Horbury Wyke on 31% August. In September, singles were
in Bretton Park onr 3% and 174, three (two adults and a juveniie) at Scammonden on 3%, with the last
one cach at Shelley and Dovestones on 19™

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Migrant breeder (1)

A male in Cliff Wood, Langsett on 12% April (MCW) equalled the carlicst date recorded for the
species in the Club area, By 25™ April two males were in song and these had increased to six males
by 2 May. Four pairs bred, of which three fledged a total of 19 young, with onc pair’s brood of six
dying during heavy rain on 14/2* Junc (BBSG).

A male was in Bretton Park on 27* Aptil (BA) and onc was in song at Magdale on 5" May (DM),
but neither of these birds was seen or heard subsequently. Two males were singing in suitabie
habitat near Holme Styes, a new site, on 4% May (SH). A pair was at Denby Dale on 16" May and
possibly twa pairs bred in the arca (TM), while two singing males were located in New IHouse
Wood (JMD).

Lonp-tailed Tit  Aegithaloy caudaties
Resident brecder (2)

Although widely reported in the early months, the largest party was of just ten birds at Woodsome
Lees on 16* January, otherwise only single fipures recorded.

Breeding was reported from 16 localities, mainly in the cast of the area, with at least three pairs
each at Scout Dike, Stocksmoor YWT Reserve and Bretton Park and as many as eight nests were
found in the area of Horbury Wyke. A common breeder in the Shepley and Denby Dale areas, Cliff
Wood, Langsett and in the Storthes Hall woodlands, which both held a minimum of two breeding
pairs.
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The adverse weather in mid-April certainly affected the specics and perhaps as a result few larpe
(locks were seen in the post-breeding season. One observer, who participates in the BTO Nest
Record Scheme and located 16 occupied nests, writes ;- “The April snowfall in the afternoon of
14™ April caught out three of the above nesls. At the nests, all in brambles, the pareats werc found
dead in the nests. Tthink they had pone to the nests to roost and had then hecome trapped by the
heavy snow™ (J.Hodson).

Only eight autumnal/winter flocks reached double figures, maxima being 214 at Elland G.Ps. on
11 August and 20+ at Bretton Park on 1% November, otherwise no more thao 12 reported. The
species is becoming a frequens garden visitor in several areas.

Willow Tit Parus montanus
Resident breeder (1)

This specics, which is in quite scrious decline on a national level, was reported from 13 localities
and breeding confirmed at two of these, Scout Dike, with at least two pairs and Royd Moor (at least
ope pair). Present in the breeding season and probably bred also at Bretton Park (two pairs at
least), Horbury Wyke, where five birds were scen on 18% August, Lepton Great Wood, Deffer
Wood, Wildemess Plantation, Bullcliffe Wood and Denby Dale.

Elsewhere birds were at Dogley N.R. on 23" March, Blackmoorfoot on 107 July, Ing-birchworth
on three dates in August/September and Shelley on 17+ September.

Coal Tit  Parus ater
Resident breeder (3)

A common and widespread species with breeding occurring in most woodlands, especially in
conilers.

It is probably the most common species in the Storthes Hall woodlands, where at least 40, including
a flock of 15+, were seen on 17¢ February. The only other count of any substance was 20 in
Bretton Park on 22* February.

A regular garden visitor in many areas, particularly during the winter months: at Hinch-liffe Mill
birds of this species emptied a4 whole feeder of sunflower seeds in a single day.

Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus
Resident hreeder (5)

A very commoen and widespread breeding species in suitable habitat throughout the area. 67 were
counted at Bretton Park onr 22* February and a {lock of at least 23 was at Dobb Dyke on 24®
October.

A pair was feeding young in a bat-box at Fixby on 18™ May (DS).
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Great Tit  Parus major
Resident breeder (4)

Like the iast species, common and widespread throughout. At Bretton Park 29 were counted on
22° February.

Nuthatch  Sitta europaeca
Resident breeder (2)

The cxtraordinary increasc and expansion of this species continues. Breeding
was attempted in at least 14 woodlands, in several of which up to four singing
males were located. Apart from Bretton Park the strengholds are in the
Woodsome/Almondbury, Holme Valley and Hall Dike Valley. Breeding

was confirmed or highly probable for about 30 pairs. f/* e

In addition, birds were present in a further 14 sites in March, April !
and May, including some arcas where breeding had taken place in
previous years, so a total breeding population of the order of 50 pairs may
not be too high an estimate.

Birds were reported as visiting gardens in Wooldale, Almondbury (twa sites),
Meltham and Farnley Tyas.

Treecreeper Certhia fumiliaris
Resident breeder (2 - 3)

This species was reported considerably less frequently than Nuthatch, but I am sure that this is not
a true reflection of the two species’ comparative status in the arca, The majority of records were
also in the winter months and included birds in gardens al Lockwood, New Mill, Hinchiiffe Mili,
Mcltham and Shelley. Eight were seen in Dretton Park on 22** February.

Breeding was reported from Elland G.Ps., Lepton Great Wood, Penaty Spring Wood, Clill Wood
{iwo pairs), Little Don Valley (at least three pairs), Denby Dale {aboul five pairs), Shepley {about
five pairs) and Bretton Park, where a nest was located in a crack in the bare rock of a quarry face
and from which young were reared successtuily.

Greut Grey Shrike /Lanius excubitor
Rare visilor

One on wires opposite Lane End Farm, Flockton on 18" April (NWA) could not be found
subsequently and was the first since 1990.
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Red-backed Shrike lanius collurio
Rare visitor

An adult male was jn an area of gorse and hawthorn scrub at Gilberi 1Till, Tangsett on 29 May
(BBSG,BA,JMD ct al).

This is only the third record this century, previous ones being in June 1954 and June 1983.

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident breeder (2)

More records of this specics were received than In some recent years; it is common and widespread
throughout the woodlands, but most conspicuous in autumn when it is collecting acorns for winter
storage. Maximum numbers reporied were 12 at Dewsbury S.F on 4% April, up to nine at Holmbridge
in September/October and six in a single tree in a Hinchliffe Mill garden on 3% October.

Pairs, probably or confirmed breeding, were reported from Deffer Wood, Carr Wood, Penny Spring
Wood (up to four), Storthes TTall Woods, Lepton Great Wood (up Lo four), Mollicar Wood, Tower
Stones Wood (up to four), Digley, Dalton, Horbury Wyke, Blackmoarfoot, Bretton Park, Holme
Styes, Denby Dale (about five), Shepley (about five) and New House Wood (hwo).

Magpic Pica pica
Residenl breeder (4)

Widespread and abundant throughoul, although BBSG reports a decline of perhaps 30% on 1997
numbers in the Little Don Valley.

55 were observed poing to roost at Big Valley on 21* January and 70 roosted at Dewsbury S.F. on
18" February.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Resident breeder (4)

Few reports received, but a common breeder in much of the arca.

Flight lines of birds going 1o roost reported from Shelley (€.500) and Dalton (hundreds) with other
corvids and returning from roosting sites over Shepley (regularly up to 300).

Rook Corvus frugilegus
Resident breeder (5)

No counts of significantly large flocks were reecived.

Nest counts were made at Crosland Moor — 13, New Mill — [our, down from nine in 1997 and
Lower Stones Wood ¢.50,



Carrion Crow Corvus corone
Resident breeder (3 - 4)

Scavenging parties of 23 at Nont Sarah’s and c.20 at Scammonden on 5™ May were quite unusual
as to date.

Birds with much white in the wings were again present in the Penny Spring area.

Raven Corvus corax
Resident breeder (1)

Recorded much more frequently than in previoos years in the west and south of the area, with
sightings in all months except July and August. Breeding occurred at at [east one site, where a pair
was observed in tumbling display flight on 7° March and small young were being fed in the nest on
8= April (TD,DMP.SPKW).

Birds were scen regularly in the Winscar/Snailsden/Harden area and Little Don Valley, in the West
Nab/Dcer Hill arca on scveral dates in January and February and once in October and December, in
the Yaicholme arca in February, March and May, on one occasion being nmiobbed by a Peregrine.

Three together were at Digley on 4% March, with one or two on several other dates (TM,DHE,HQ),
two flew over Greenfield Road, Tolmfirth on 9* March and at the same site engaged in an acrial
battle with Carrion Crows on 1% September (DHP), three were watched for half-an-hour at Wessenden
Head Res on 5% February and were seen again on 13" April (DMP). Two were at Dovestones on 6"
June (SH) and in Longdendale on 19* June {HQQ) and one was with Rooks at Gilbert Hill, Langsett
on 7" November (BBSG).

Starling  Sturnus vulgaris
Resident breeder (5). Numerous winter visitor

Very few records received of this common breeder and winter visitor, the only flocks reported
being ¢.150 at Broadstones and ¢.300 at Ingbirchworth both associating with Fieldfares on 13%
February, with at Dewsbury S.F. 350 on 27% Scptember, 508 on 1% and 209 on 8* November.

House Sparrnw  Passer domesticus
Resident breeder (5)

Several obscrvers report the species as declining; still common, but in sroaller numbers at Denby
Dale and Shepley; in the Tolme Valley vet again none breeding above Holmfirth and at Hadc Edge
none scen in the first half of the year,

The largest cancentrations reported were 3() in a Lockwoad garden on 4% January, with 12 there on
2% December, up 1o 20 in the Penny Spring Wood and 20-30 in the Lumb I.ane arcas of Almondbury.

At least four pairs bred in Langsett village.

53



Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus
Resident breeder (1}

Once again there was a disturbing lack of breeding evidence for this once commeon, but now
apparently threatened, species. In the Denby Dale area up to 30 were present {rom 30™ January to
24" February and a pair was nest-building on 27* April, but the ontcome was unknown (fM).

The other “stronghold” of the species appears Lo be in the Lumb Lane district of Almendbury,
where up to 25 birds were reported as being present in early spring (SG).  In late November/
Dececember up to 15 birds were in the Penny Spring area — could these be the same as the LumD Lane
birds, or indicate successful breeding nearby ? At a former breeding sile, Royd House Farm, a
singlc bird was seen on 3% April (DSI).

Apair was displaying near Ingbirchworth Res on 27 April, but not seen thereafter (JMD,SH} and
pairs were also present but without positive breeding evidence at Farnley Tyas, Emlcy, Shepley
(DBar,SG), with a singing male at Scout Dike Res on 3* and 147 May (BBSG). At Dewsbury S.I
very few were recorded, possibly owing to the construction works being carried out on site, but
cight were present on 12™ April, with five on 197 April and 17= May (JH).

Cutside the breeding scason, two were in a New Mill garden on 10* January (CDA).

Chaffinch Fringilla coclebs
Resident breeder (4 — 5)

The fargest flock in the early months was ¢.150 [eeding with Bramblings at Digley on S* February,
with smaller numbers clsewhere — 50 at Bretton on 7™ January and ¢.40 in a mixed flock with
Yellowhammers at Broadstones on 7™ March.

Breeding season repons confinm it as very common throughout the arca with, for example 13
territories on a Shepley CBC plot.

In autumn, movement was noted at Scammonden, where 60+ flew southwest on 31% October, on
which date a flock of 50 was present at Royd Meor. The anly other reports of winter flocks came
from Denby Dale and Shepley, with 50+ birds oceurring at both sites, and Shelley, where there was
a garden flock of 30+ at the year end.

Brambling Fringifla montifringilla
Uncomimon to common winler visitor

Many were in the arca following the 1997 autnmnal influx. The largest flock was al Digley, where
¢.150 on 5% February increased to ¢,200 on 14% March, with 20+ still remaining on 18% April.
About 100 were in Bretton Park on 15 January, reducing to 70+ on 12* February, 38 on 1% March
and 11 on 5™ April and up to 100 were at Camborne Drive, Fixby on 7% February. Other sites where
double figures were counted were Denby Dale with 20 on 31 January to 3* February and 20*
March, with five still present on 20™ April, Ingbirchworth with a January maximum of 22, ¢.10 on
34 February and a singing male remaining on 19 April, Blackmoorfoot Res which had 15-20 on
8% February and single figures (max, seven) on a further 13 dates from 1 January to 20" April, Salt
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Pie Farm, Birdsedge which had birds regularly in February and March and then 22 on 17* and 21*
April, with 17 on 22* and two on 24" April, Mcltham up 10 23 birds feeding in a garden in early
March, Golcar with ten on 5% April and Elland G.Ps. where there was a flock of 37 on 20" April,

Single figures were reported from a further 14 sites, mainly in fate March and April and included
birds in gardens at Lockwood, Shelley, Lindley Moar, New Mill, Wooldale and Meltham. The last
records of the spring came on 26™ April from Hinchlifie Mill, where four birds were feeding on
treetop buds, and on 27* April from New House Wood.,

In contrast, birds were very scarce in the autumn and late winter period. The first were two flying
southwest over Scammonden on 11% October, with a further smali number on 2 November, followed
by one west over Digley on 15" and at Blackmoorfoot two on 18 and one on 20" October, In
November up Lo seven were at Fixby early to mid-month, on 7* calling birds flew over Gunthwaite
Dam (onc) and Digley (about three), two were at Dewsbury S.F. on 8%, a male was in a Lindley
Moor garden on 11™ and about ten in Bretton Park on 13™. About 20 at Cubley on 25® was the only
December record.

Greenfineh  Carduelis chioris
Resident breeder (4)

Few reports of winier flocks were received, particularly for the early months, maxima being 95 at
Dewsbury 8.F. on 26 Sepiember, ¢.30 in Spicer House Lanc on 26™ October, ¢.100 in setaside at
Broadstones on 31¢ Ociober, up 1o 30 birds in a Shelley garden to the year end and at cast 110
going to roost in the late aficrnoon at Cannon Hall on 30™ December.

At Shelley, several pairs reared two or three broods cach and at Denby Dale young were still being
fed by adults on 8= September.

Guldfineh  Carduelis carduelis
Resident breeder (2 - 3)

Flock sizes were considerably reduced in comparison with those for most recent years, maxima
being 18 in a Lockwood garden on various dales from 3" January to 18" April, 12 bricfly in a
Lindley Moor garden on 23* January, 32 on 27 July, 13 on 15 and 14 on 20% August at
Blackmoorfoot, ¢.15 at Birds Edge Lanc on 30" August, ¢.50 at Lindley Moor on 16 Scptember,
30+ at Crosland Road, Qakes on 2* October, ¢.40 at Langsett Res on 12* October, tea south of Pule
Hill, Marsden on 15% October and 12 at Bretton Park on 16™ December, a very low count for the
last site. Smalier numbers were recorded at many sites.

Surprisingly no evidence of breeding beyond possible was received, apart from in the Shepley and
Denby Dale arcas.
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Siskin  Carduelis spinus
Resident breeder (1), Uncommon winter visitor

Numbers in the early months were quite low, although birds were seen in about 20 localities.
January records included at Elland G.Ps. 25 on 1% and 14 on 15", 50+ at Broad Carr Wood on 107,
when ¢,30 were also at Dovestones and 20 at Storthes Hall Woods, ¢,25 at Bretlon Park on 11" and
35+ al Royd House Farm on 24®. Elsewhere, mainly singles were reported, quite {requently at
garden feeders, with six at Blackmoorfoot on 21¥ February. Song was noted at Storthes Hall
Woaods on 23% February, at Denby Dale on 25= February and in a Shelley garden on 107 April. An
adult malc was found dead under a roost trec in a Dalton parden after a night of severe frost on 257
January.

Breeding occurred in the Upper Little Don Valley (at least three pairs) and at Lanpgsctt Banks
(minimum two pairs) and probably in the Storthes Hall and Yateholme areas at least.

There werc fewer reports in autumn. 1n Scptember five were at Blackmoorfoot on 13%, birds were
heard at Dunford Bridge on 20* and about five at Brownhill Res an 292 October records came
from Dewshury 8.F, with cight on 4*, Dunford Bridge flyovers on 10", Blackmoorfoot one on 20
and Scammounden, where 26 flew southwest on 31%. Sites reporting birds in November were Langsett
Res ¢.20 on 1%, Scammonden ¢.15 on 4%, Gunthwaite Dam onc on 7" and Brerton Park 27 on 17,
The only December record was of six birds at Dewsbury S.F. on 6=

Interestingly, there were no reporls (rom gardens in the autumn/winter period.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Resident hreeder (3). Partial migrant

This species does nat normally arrive in the area until March, so any carlier records are therefore
distinctly unusual. This year there were several such records, namely three at Bunny Wood, Golear
on 11™ and ¢.50¢ feeding on stabble at Rayd Moor Hill on 31* January, when five were also at
Elland G.Ps., with seven at Black Moor on 25% February.

More normal returning birds were at Shelley on 26 March, building up to 20 by mid-April, with
aboul six pairs remaining to breed, and {our at Holme Chapel on 3¢ March.

In the breeding scason reports were received from Broadstones, Hade Edge, Castle Hill, wherce
there were at least three pairs and abowt 40 birds counted on 31% August, Thurstoniand, Langsett,
Woodsome Iees, Lepton Great Wood, Dogley N.R., New Mill, Digley, Denby Dale (20+ on 30~
April), Lower Stones Wood and New House Wood.

In the latter half of the year a flock of 140 arrived at Dewsbury S.F. in the first week of Scptember
and increased 10 @ maximum of 210 on 27% September, at least ten at Dunford Bridge on 24®
Octoher, ¢.30 were in setaside near Broadstones on 31% October, one at Ringstone Fdge on 15
November and about ten at Cubley on 25 December.
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Twite Carduelis flavirostris
Resident and partial migrant breeder (2 - 3)

The eadiest returning birds were in March at Deer Hill on 13%, when there was a flock of 15, and at
Blackmoorfoot, which had one on 19", seven on 20%, three on 219, onc on 22™, ninc on 24" and 11
on 30°, followed by two on two dates in April and May.

Elsewhere in May, birds were reported from Digley about ten on 2°¢, Buckstones three on 3%, Nont
Sarah’s a pair on 5% Tunnel End Res two on 7%, Wesscnden at lcast four on 8% Dcecr Hill four and
Deer I1ill Moss two both on 152,

In June two were near Winscar on 4" and 20° and two pairs at Buckstones on 6%, but no positive
breeding evidence was reported from any locality.

There were few autumn records — 15 at Scammonden on 18* August (JB), a flock of 32 near
Boshaw Whams on 2°4 October (DHP), onc flying west over the Little Don Valley on 27* November
(BBSG), ¢.20 at Blackmaorfoot on 29"% November (MLD) and ¢.4() at Cubley from 12* December
to the year cnd (BRBBSG),

Redpoll  Carduelis flammea
Resident breeder (2). Uncommaon winter visitor

During the ealy pan of the year onc was over Dovestones on 1" January, ninc at Longwood Edge
on 18" January, c.25 near Digley on 9% February, ahout ten in the Little Don Valley on 10® February
and at Storthes Hall Woods one on 17" and at least three on 20 February.

There were few breeding scason records, but two pairs bred in the Little Don Valley and breeding
probably took place at Bretton, otherwisc only low single figures were reporied on one or two
dates, aparl from a high count of 40 at Stocksmoor Common on 18* April.

Only low numbers were reported in the autumn/late winter period from a dozen sites, with maxima
of seven soulhwest at Scammonden on 31* October, ten in the Little Don Valley on 7™ November,
seven at Bradley Park G.C. on 19" November, 16 at Dewsbury S.F. on 222 and 29% November and
in December 17 on 12% and nine on 20* at Elland G.Ps., otherwise only single figures from six
sites.

Birds of the nominate race C.f.flammea (“Mealy” Redpoll) were reporied @1 Gunthwaile Dam on
7" November (four) and Elland G.Ps. on 20® December (two).

Commoo Crossbill Loxég curvirestra
Irregular hreeder (1), Uncommon passage visilor

A very good year or the species, with breeding proved in two localities.

Al Scammonden the first reporied were 10+ on 277 fanuary, with maxima in February of 46 on
192, 11 on 30 March and six on 207 April including singing birds, although no breeding evidence
was obtained (JB,JED).
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In the Yatcholme arca a total of ¢.50 birds was present in three separate flocks on 3 February (BA)
and on subsequent dates up to 30 birds were scen, culminating in the breeding by at least one pair
which raised two young (SK,DMP,SP.KW).

Birds also occurred in the Little Don Valley, where three males held territonies, two pairs probably
bred and on 30* May ¢.25 birds, including juveniles, were feediag in addition to ¢.30 (lying high
over the valley (BBSG).

Elsewhere, aboul five bhirds were present in Storthes Hall Woods on 17= February (BA), a singing
male was at Winscar Res on [8® April (BBSG) and up to 27 in the woodlands around Langsett Res
in mid-May (BBSG,BA,JED,SH).

Bullfinch  Pyrraula pyrriula
Resident breeder (2)

The only flocks reported were seven at Bretton Park on 25 January, ¢.10 at the Dunford Bridpe
Cycle Track on 10" October, with six there on 22% November, ten at Scammonden on 14% November
and a maximnm of eight at Denby Dale during the late winter period. Outside the breeding season
up to four birds, but normally pairs or singles, were reported from a further 12 sites.

Breeding occurred at Denby Dale (at Ieast two pairs), Wilderness Plantation and near Digley, with
probable breeding reported from Bretton Park, Lepton Great Wood, Dogicy N.R. (two pairs), Penny
Spring Wood, Shelley and Golcar and birds present in 19 other locations.

A partially lcucistic bird which was present on the Dunford B3ridge Cycle Track on 22 November
exhibited some very unusual plumage features. It had a black mask extending behind the eve, a
white crown, nape and tertials, pale grey wing coverts and mantle, with some feathers showing
white fringes and two greyish/white wingbars. The underparts were pale but not as white as the
crown, with a distinct fawn wash (o the breast sides. It was presumed to be a male (JMD,S1T). The
same bird was also scen on 22* December (GCSnr).

Hawlinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Scarce to uncommon visitor.

One lucky observer had the good fortune to 1ind one at Bretton Park on 1% January (FQ), the only
record for the year!

Lapland Bunting Cualcarius lupponicus
Rare visitor

One was seen briefly at Ringstone Edge on 20® November (AC). The eighth record for the area
and the first sincc 1988,
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Snow Bunting  Plectrophenax nivalis
Rare winter visitor

Afemale or immature was feeding on roadside grit near Cook’s Study on 16" November (MC) and
a female was at Bow Grains, Deer Hill Moss on 29* December (TD).

Yellowhammer FEmberiza citrinella
Resident breeder (3)

In the early part of the year 22 were at Shepley on 1¢ January, a flock of 31 at Royd Moor on 13%
February and a flock near Broadstones Res reached a maximum of ¢.60 on 7% March.

A minimum of 12 pairs bred in the Scout Dike/Rayd Moor area and nine territorics were located on
a Shepley CBC plot, a big reduction on the previous year’s total of 14, Other sites from which
brecding was reporied as probably occurring were Carr Wood, Mollicar Wood/Lumb Lane/Royd
House Wood (up to five males), I.epton Great Wood, Emley Moor, Penny Spring area and Farnley
Tyas, with additional brecding scason reports from Castle Hill, Bretton, New House Wood, New
Mill, Denby Delf and Whitley Commaon.

In the latter part of the year 50+ were at Shepley on 13" September, €.25 at a roost in Lower Stones
Wood in November/December, 60+ al Denby Dale on 9% and ten at Elland (5.Ps. on 12 December.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
Resident breeder (2)

The stronghold of this specics in our area seems to be the Ingbirchworth group of reservoirs, where
a minimum of 12 pairs bred, cight at Scout Dike, two each at Ingbirchworth and Royd Moor and
one pair probably at Broadstones, where up to three males were present in June and five birds in
Aupgust.

Rlsewhere, singing males were located in the Scammonden area (four), Wessenden Res (one),
Deer Hill Moss, Buckstones (up to three males and two females) and Horbury Wyke, with further
sightings at Gunthwaite Dam, near Bifberry Res, Blackmoorfoot, Elland G.Ps. and Upper Windleden
Res.

Outside the breeding scason singles were at Denby Dale on 13 and 24* Janvary, 19 roosted at
Elland G.Ps. on both 28 February and 12® December, one at Brownhill Res on 6% September and
31 October, a male at Digley Res on 18" September, about five on the Dunford Bridge Cycle
Track on 20* September, two at Greenley Carr on 4% Oclober and at Blackmoorfoot singles on 20
Scptember, three dates in October and finally on 29 November.
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RINGING REPORT

As with last year, the weather conditions coupled with a month long ringing expedition to
The Gambia, made any ringing attempts during the first winier period impracticable.

The water level at Blackmootfoot was falling at a sicady rate during May, raising hopes of a
prolonged mist-netting peviod. June however, was one of the wettest on record and for

most of the month the reservoir was full, Hopes of any mist-netting during the main autumn
passagewcee dashed as the netting area was under three feet of watcer for most of the period and
therefore out of commission. On the two occasions when it was possible to mist-net, only 13 new
birds were handled.

The atrocious weather conditions during the brecding season, especially in early June, caused
the demise of a number of nestlings which were being monitored, not only for ringing purposes,
but also for the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme. 43 nestlings/chicks were ringed, however, consisting
of the lollowing:- Merlin (7 at two different moorland localities), Stock Dove (2 Blackmoorfoot),
Dipper (9 Hill Top), Blackbird (7 Blackmoorfoot), Song Thrush (4 Blackmoorfoot), Jay (4
Blackmoorfoot), Chalfinch (4 Blackmouvrfoot) and Reed Bunting (4 Decr Hill Moss).

The generaily inclement weather conditions during the second winter period were not
conducive 1o the catching of birds and consequently no birds were handled at this time.

During the course of the year only 58 birds were ringed. No recoveries were received from
the British Trust for Omithology, nor were any controls handled.

Owing to the limited ringing, very few retraps were handled and the only bird which exceeded
a 12-month period between ringing and retrap was a two-year-old Blue Tit.

No recoveries of more than twelve months duration were notitied during the year.

RING TOTALS LIST — 1998

Merlin

Stock Dove
Collared Dove
Dipper

Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Blackeap
Willow Warbler
Blue Tii

Great Tit

Jay

Chaflinch
Recd Bunting
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FIELD TRIPS REPORT 1998

Grantley Hall and Gouthwaite Reservoir 25" January

AL Grantley Hall the woods gave us species including Great Spotted Woodpecker, Long-
tailed, Marsh, Blue and Greaf Tit, Nuthatch and Treecreeper.

Species seen at Gouthwaite included Little Grebe, Cormaraot, Grey Heron, Pink-footed
Goose, Canada Goose, Goldencye, Sparrowhawk, Commeon Buzzard (but no sign of the Rough-
legged Buzzard which had been preseni the previous day), Grey Partridge, Kingfisher, Green
‘Whoadpecker and Dipper, as well as two Little Owls, one of which was in the same tree as one seen
two years ago.

Freparon 15" February

Today we took on the long trip to Mid-Wales; as usual it was worth it on a warm, clear,
sunny day with superb scenery and 50 species recorded.

As we neared Tregaron Bog, a number of Red Kites were secn in a roadside [ield; the coach
stopped and we enjoyed close-up views of this elegant raptor. Common Buzzards were also secn
en route and we saw many more during the day. As we walked along the old raitway track, more
Red Kites were present as well as a ringtail flen Harrier and Kestrel.

Other species seen were Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Goosander, Grey Partridge, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Stoncchat, Ficldfare, various titmice, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Bullfinch and Reed
Bunting whilst Ravens flew overhead, In mid-alternoon we set off for a new Red Kite feeding
station, the one we visited a couple of years ago no longer being operative. On arrival at the tip, at
which carcases had been placed, we saw up to 15 Red Kites in close proximity, providing a great
cnding to a superb day.

Flamborough Head and Filey Brigg 22" March

A mild and calm day on the casi coast produced 49 species.

At Flamborough we saw plenty of Gannets, Kittiwakes and Puffins as well as Cormorant,
Shag, Kestrel, Oystercatcher, Black-headed, Lesser Black-backed, Herring and Great Black-backed
Gulls and Razorbill. Sightings at Filey included Red-throated Diver, Great Crested Grebe, Wigeon,
Gadwall, Teal, Common Eider, Sparrowhawk, Ringed Plover, Purple Sandpiper, Long-tailed and
Marsh Tits, Bullfinch and Yellowhammer. The only early migrant was a Wheatear.

Woodwell and Leighton Moss RSPB 19 April

As usual this very popular reserve did not disappoint with a group total of 86 species. Most
of the parly left the coach before the main reserve was reached for a look at the sea-hides, where
Grey Heron, Greylag and Canada Geese, Shelduck and vartious duck specics including Red-breasted
Mergaoser were seen, whilst waders included Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Curlew and Redshank. Some
of the group then walked up to Woodwell, where a soaring Common Buzzard and Green Woodpecker
were secn, but only those members who stayed a litile longer saw the siogle Hawfinch high atop a
tree.

The main reserve was excellent even though we had some light rain in the afternoon. Species
recorded were Marsh Harricr, Sparrowhawk, Mediterrancan Gull, Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Willow
Warbler, Goldcerest, Bearded Tit, various titmice, Trecereeper, Jay, Linnet and Bullfinch; the elusive
Bittern was heard many times baoming, but not secn.
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Molly Carr Woods, Digley and Fairburn Ings RSPB 24 May

A largely local day as only four participants were present. Qur first venue, Molly Carr
Woods near Castle Hill, enabled us {o watch the nest of a pair of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
discovered here previously; we had excellent views of hoth parents as they went about bringing
food to the nest. A short walk into the next patch of woodland saw us repeating the excercisc at the
nest of a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers;  Chiffchalt, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher,
Nuthatch and Treecreeper were also present here.,

Al Digley, above Holmfirth, we walked a circular route from the car park, past the dam and
on to the tops, an enjoyable two-and-a-half hour trip as the weather was kind 1o us and we saw
some noteworthy hirds including several Red Grouse, Curlew, Wheatear, a [lyover Ring Qusel and
had distant views of a Pcregrine. We also heard both Cuckoo and Raven.

The expected species were recorded at Fairbura, the highlight being a pair of Garganey.

Wharncliffe Crags 2 July

A small group of us atiended the annual Nightjar trip 1o this site north of Sheffield. A very
blustery wind ineant that we only had very brief views of onc bird. In addition we saw Woodcock
and spokc to the warden who told us the Nightjar last chuned about 282 June, the best time being
mid to Jate June. Sightiugs should be reported to the warden Dave Buttle, 3 Brook Lane,
Caghtibridge, Sheffield 835 0FQ.

Flamborough Ilead, Filey Brigg, Bempton Cliffs and Fairburn Ings 6" September

A panty of six members in two cars sct off for the east coast following reports of migrants
and rarities. We first walked along {he Old Fall Hedge at Flamborough looking for a Bluethroat
which had been scen the day before, but we found only a few Redstarts. At Bempton another
Blucthroat was reported, but again we saw only Pied Flycaicher. 1l scemed strange o see no
Guillemots or Razorbills on the cliffs, which held onty Gannets.

At Filey Country Park we did managg to sec a couple of rarer birds —a Wryneck on the cliff
as we [ooked down into the wind, with near the church an immature Red-backed Shrike which
gave excellent views.

We finished off the day at Fairburn, where we saw 2 Garganey and a good selection of duck
specics from the Lin Dyke Hide; a good day with 59 specics scen.

Spurn Peninsula 11" October

A lew days of westerly winds meant that most of the rarities which had been here last week
had departed, however the group total of 79 species was excellent and included several interesting
birds. We first called in at Easington Cemetery to look for reported Red-backed and Great Grey
Shrikes; whilst we saw neither it was worthwhile as a hedgerow was alive with Redwing, Brambling,
Linnct and Yellowhammers. The walk down Beacon Lane produced a group of Shorelarks, which
wete in the furrows of a stubble fi¢ld and rather difficult as we were looking into a strong wind.

Laler near the churchyard we located a Great Grey Shrike on lelegraph wires aud enjoyed
excellent views of it. As we walked down the Canal we were able to appreciate the beautifully
marked Jack Snipe which was found skulking in the ditch.

Right at the end of the day a stunning Firecrest was seen in the churchyard and we enjoyed
this rather mobile individua! to round off the trip on a high note.



Filey Brigg and Flamborough Head 8® November

A cold but calm day on the east coast produced 66 species.

We first called at the Church Ravine in Filey to look for Firecrest and soon located it and
cnjoyed good, if brief, views. The beach and brigg held Common Eider, Red-breasted Mcerganser,
Knot, Sanderling, Purple Sandpiper, Redshank and Turnstone and a late Common Tern was resting
on the tip of the brigg,

The next call was al Primrose Valley Holiday Park, where we ‘scoped fonr Great Northern
Divers, one of which was in summer plumage, quite close inshore.

Lastly, at Flamborough, we visited both North and South Landings and saw a raft of over
100 Common Scoler with a few Velvet Scoter mixed in with them, Sparrowhawk, a covey of Grey
Partridge, Blackeap and Yellowhammer.

Woodwell and Leighton Moss RSPR  13th December

As this reserve can be gond for hirds all year round, we decided on a wintcer visit. A group
total of 63 specics was rewarding and included some interesting species and one real rarity. At the
sea hides were male and female Smew, Black-tailed Godwit and a hunting Sparrowhawk which
scattered the various ducks as it chased a passerine, Shortly the Long-billed Dowitcher was located
and enjoyed by the members of our group.

Those who went to Woodwell were rewarded with Hawfinch and the main rescrve was
productive with Goldeneye, Ruddy Duck, Water Rail, Kingfisher, Bearded Tit, Marsh Tit, Coal Tit,
Redpoll and Bullfinch as well as plenty of Bittern sightings.

This was a great rip to round off the year,

Many thanks to all participants during this time,

David Woodhouse, May 1999,
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