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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

In 1986, apart from the AGM and thrae informal Club Evenings, H.B.C. members were abla to enjoy
12 programmed leclures and 8 field meotings. The latter wore 1o the following venuos: Faitburn and
Blackteft Sands (February), several places on the East Coast {(March), Fairbum Ings {(April),
Bempton Cliffs and Flamborough (May), Spurn Point {(September), Donna Nook - Saltfleet Marsh
- Saltfleatby and Theddlethorpe Dunes {Oclober), Fifey Brigg (November}, and Blithlieid Reservoir
{December). About 40 membors attend most Fiold Moeotings and | am sure that they would wish mo
to thank David Butterfield on their bohalf for his vital rote in organising this par of our programmae.

First of the 1986 Indoor Meetings was“Rare Birds in Britain® in which John Hewilt, on 7th January,
gave an entertaining account of the thrills and tribufaitons ol 'twitching’. He was followed on 21st
January by Dr Michasl Lloyd who reviewed various aspects ol "European Bird Migration®. Gordon
Yates visited us again an t8th February when he showed his film "Birdlile Thraugh A Pennine Year”
which had many memorable sequences, including same of Merlin. On 4th March Roger Parrish
introduced us to India’s gxciting avitauna in "Birding East™. Pote Dunn’s "Birds and Birdwatching at
Filey” on 25th March was af particular interest as Filey Brigg is oHen visitod by members. On 22nd
Aprit Dr Kato Lessells in “Lessor Snow Gooso on Hudson Bay™ described some of the exciting
research that is being done on this species. Roy Rhodos’ lecture on "A Meadand Parish™ on 23rd
September was notable not only for fine 'shots' af Pennine Birds but also for very evocalive pictures
of their habitats. Georgo Yeates made a welcomae relurn on 7th October when he thrilled members
with his recollection ofthe Camargue of forty years agoin “Flamingo City”. Trevor Maddison’s "South
America™ on 21st Qctober included many fine studies of tha fascinating wild life of the Galapagos
Isiands. On 1 1th November Dr Tim Birkhead described some surprisingly randy behaviourin "The
Guillemot Mating Game". Sea-birds were featurnd again on 25th Novomber when Athol Wallis
talked on "Birds al Bempton~ and criticaily discussed poputation estimates based on tha numbar of
eggs supposed to havo bean ‘harvested' from tho cifls in the past. Qur fioal talk was on 9th December
when Dr Kevin Carlson 1ook us to “Wild Norway™ and showed splondid slides of such exciting birds
es tha Crane, Dottere! and Bluethroat,

Ornithologically, the most signilicant Club activity during tho year under review was making a sfart
an mapping the line distribution of birds breeding in the Huddarslield area. This important project
is doscribed mare fully elsewbere in the Report.

Every year bird watchers of every level of oxpertise can lind samething of interest and stimulation
in the Club’s annual programme: it must be strossed that this depends entirely on hard work dane
by members of the Commitiee, all of whom § should tike to thank for all their effarts in making the
Club so successful.

John Reynolds, November 1987



THE WEATHER IN 1986

January was frosty and wet, with many showers falling as sleet or snow and temperatures were
2'F below average. Untit 10th, the month was dominated by a cold northerly airstream, followed by
woslerlies to 15th and icy conditions to 24th. Cold, cloudy, dult nasterly waather prevailed at the end
of the manth with rising pressute over Scandinavia and continued into February, when an
anlicyclone to the north-east braughlin very coid air from Siberia for the whole month. Wators wero
frozen, butthere was notalotol snow. Temperaturss wero 2'F below nermal and froezing conditions
were experienced for days at a tima, making this the third coldest February of the century. In the
first fow days of March the anticycfone weakoned, giving way 1o mitdor unssttlod wostarly weathor
in mid-month, but winlry showors rnturned again in 1he last tew days on nonh-westerly winds and
temperatures averaged 1'F below normal.

Aptil 1986 was the second coldest of tha contury, with tomperaturos 5'F below average. The month
was dull with snow showers on seven days. High prossuro to the north created a flow of cold
northerly air, while from 13th a stalionary low pressure system led to vary unsettled cold and rainy
conditions. High pressure ta the south on 18th brought a trief respite, butby 21st westerly air from
the Atlantic was again bringing more cold, wot weather which persisted into May. Although
temperatures were normal, tho month was generally dull and wet, with rainfall fifty per cent above
normal. Apart from a short period of warmer southerlies from 18th to 201h, a low pressure system
brought cold unsettied weather,

In the first week of June the weather was coal and disturbed, thon higher prossure and a change
to westerly winds created slightly warmer wealher. Hot southerly eiratihe month end brought about
amini-heat wave, conlinuing inlo July. From 5th however, Atlantic air from tho narth-wosl brought
cooler, changeable westetly weather which persisted into August, a month of mostly unsottied
weather, with Atlantic lows tracking eastwards across Britain. These rasulted in coal Arclic air
pushing southwards, creating Lail winds for outgoing migrants to move south. The month was dull,
with temperatures 6'F below average and more than twice the norinal amount of rainfall.

in conltrast, September was dry and sunny, with drought conditions and the highest total of
sunshine hours (63 hours abovo average) since 1917, although tomperatures were 2'F below
normal. This calm and settled wealher was the result of prevailing anticyclonic weather, with west
to northerly winds. Two spells of easterties on 12th to 14th and 241h to 26th brought migrants to the
eastcoast. The early part ot October was mild and changeable, with weslerlios dominating, but the
second half of the manth becamo very wel, cold and windy with snow and sloet showers on 23rd
as high pressure to the east declined,

November was a month of unsettled, cyclonic weather coming from the west. Temperatures were
slighlly above avorags as also was rainfall. This unsettled westerly weather continued into
December, with tomperatures wellabave treczing. A short period of anticyclonic weather fram 20th
to 23rd led to cold northerlies and frasty nights, but westerlies returned to bring milder wealher to
the year end.



Introduction 1o the Classified List

The area covered by the Club comprises Ordnance Survey ten-kilemetre squares SE00, 01,10, 11,
20 and 21 along with those parls of SE02 and SE 12 south of the Rivers Ryburn and Calder.

As in our last nine annual reports, the status of each species occurring within the area has been
indicated by one or more of the ollowing classifications:

Resident Breeder Migrant Breeder
Partial Migrant Winter Visitor
Passage Visilor

f-or the breeding species, the number appearing in brackets following the statement of breeding
slatus is an estimated level of breeding abundance, based on the table below:-

1. 1-20 pairs per year

2. 21-100 pairs per year

3. 101 500 pairs per yor

4. 501-2500 pairs per year

5. 2501 or more pairs per year

The passage and winter visitors have each been allocated a category stating their degree of
frequency and occurrence. For passage visitors, the category indicates the number seen during tho
year, while for winter visitors, an estimate has been made of the number presentin tho area on one
day during the year as follows:-

Rare 1 or fewer birds
Scarce 2-10 birds
Uncommon 11-100 birds
Common 101-1000 birds
Numerous 1001 or more birds

In attempting to establish breeding numbers and the number of passage and winler visitors,
particularly in the case of the more common species, it must be realised Lhat the figures essentially
are estimates. Hopefully when the Tetrad Breeding Survey is completed in 1990 it will be possible
to give a much more accurate and precise picture of the numbers of breeding spocies in the area.

Precise localities for records of Schedule 1 species {Protection of Birds Act 1954-67) havo baen
kept confidential where it is felt publication might lead to harmful disturbance.

Many of the more common breeding species have been lisled without further comment than an
indication of their status. For further details of these and their babitat preferences, readers are
referred to the 1880 Report, in which appeared a complete list of all species recorded in the area
up to the end of 1980 togethor wilh notes on their status.



NOTES ON THE CLASSIFIED LIST

At 169, the number of species racorded dunng the year was the {owestsince 1981. No new spaciss
appearod during tha year, but unusual species raparted were Black-neckod Grebe, Garganoy,
Rough-fegged Buzzard, Osprey and Hobby. At Blackmoarfoot Reservoir four different
Mediterrannan Gulls were recorded and both legiand and Glaucous Guils reappaared after a blank
ybar in 1985; this year there was no heavy Kiltiwake passage to compare with the previous two
yoars.

Another cold, wet spring resulted in summer visitors arriving late and, in the case of several specios,
infower numbers than in some recentyears, although others such as Whitethroatand Wood Warbler
had a bettor than averaga showing. Ouail ware calling in summer in two localities, Piad Flycaichars
again remained to breed and a pair of Perognines bred successlfully, rearing two young. Hawlinch
was seen at Bretlon ao five dates; how much longer befora breeding is confirmad?

To balance the breeding succosses, there were some apparent dovastating failures, particularly of
wadors an the moorlands, frustrated na doubt by the vary cold, wet weathar of lata spring and oarly
summer. Post-breeding flocks of Golden Plover and Lapwing were almost non-exisiant, and for the
second yaar running wador passaga was poor on account of tho very high water levels at locat
reservoirs. At the ond of the year the drake Smew returned to the Ingbirchworth group of reservoirs
for its sevanth successive winler.

Mike Denton once again must be thanked for condansing the Blackmoorfoot logshaets into a
comprehensible form, for compiling the Ringing Report and far the vary intarasting biow by blow
account of the breeding of Great Crested Grebes at Blackmooroot. | should also fike to thank Mikn
Pinder, Trevor Sutton and Martin Yates for the excelient illustrations which are featured in this
raport. Finally, to ail who have submittedsecords, many thanks; without your contributions this repart
would not have been possible.

Brian Avmitage Hecorder



CLASSIFIED LIST

This list follows the sequence and scientilic nomenclatura of Professor Dr. KH, Voous {1977), List
of Recant Holarctic Bird Species.

Litie Greba Tachybaptus ruficollis
Residont broador (1). Uncommon passago and wintor visitor.

Thora was a filty parcent reduction from Lhe previous year in the number of successiul brecding pairs
intho area. Only four pairs were proved lo breed as follows: at Bretton Lakes one pair raised atleast
two and possibly three broods, at Square Wood Resarvoir, Donby Dala one pair - two young, at
Coxley Dam one pair - no turther details, at Ingbirchworth one pair - two young. A second pair failed
at Ingbirchworth , and a pair at Boshaw Whams failod probably as a result of falling water levels, but
pairs may have bred at Scout Dike and Royd Moor Reservoirs, although no proof was obtained.

Birds wera prasentin the areain all months but, as in 1985, wore scarce prios to the bregding season,
with a maximum of five at Ingbirchworth Reservoir on 1st and 5th January.

Aler the breeding season, numbers were low compared with 1985 in the Ingbirchworth/Scoul Dike
area, with maxima of nine at Scout Dike on 9th October and at inghirchworth 14 on 24th Augustand
aleven on 4th October, with double figuros on only two other dates in Gctobor.

Blackmoorfoot Reservoir had an internsting serioes of records. Commoncing with a singlo individual
on 3rd Apnil, birds occured on 152 dates, being present daily from 26th July, apart from a gap from
9th to 14th September, with six on three dates in each ol September and October and a maximum
of sevon on 19th/201h October.

Elsewhere birds occurrod on Lthe River Calder at Brighouse on 121h March, one at Broadstones
Reservoir on 20th April, one or two at Elland Gravel Pit in January, Foebruary and October, one at
Ringstono Edgo on 16th August, one at Longwood Reservoir on 20th Oclober, up o three atCannon
Hall and Gunihwaite Dam from September onwards and two on the River Caldar at Horbury Wyke
on 14th Dsecomber.

Greal Cresied Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Resident breader {1). Uncommon passage visitor.

A minimum of 19 pairs attemptod to breed at six waters, successlully rearing at least 16 young.

Birds were present in all months at Bretton Lakes, whare eight pairs atinmpted to braod and reared
at least nina young. The spring maxima were 35+ on 1st April and 33 on 13th April induding two
sitting birds. At Ingbirchworth Resorvoir, whoera birds waore present from March to November, two
pairs attempted brecding, but with neither successtul and the maximum was sovan on 7th May.
Scout Dike Res. had a maximum o! ten adults in July and August, with eight young on 13th July,
but reduced to four by 261h August.

Breeding was also reported to have occurred at Elland Gravel Pit, but no further details have boon
received.

Tho increase in records of this species at Blackmoorioot Resorvoir noted in 1984 and 1985
continued unabated. Birds were noted on Tour dates in January and 15 datos in March and daily
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thoreaftor ta the year and, totalling 3923 bird/days. From April anwards, monthly maxima were April
- 14, May - 11, June - 21, July - 34, Augus! - 34, Septomber - 34, Ocicber - 12, November - four and
Dscember - ono. Five pairs attemptad to nast, but only ono was successful, rearing three young
which [low in early September. A {ull account of the evants at Blackmoorfool appoars in a paper by
Mike Denton on pp. 59-62.

Away from broeding wators birds wero noted as fallows: one at Hill Top Reservoir from 7th 1o 25th
June, two at Digley on 7th Septembor and two at Ringstono Edge on 20th Octobor.

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigncollis
Rare visitor.

One in winter plumage occurred at Deer Hill Rosarvoir on 9th and 10th October, {(PDB, PAC, MLD,
TD).

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Scare passage and wintor visitor.

Singles accurred in January at Bretton Lakes on 41h and at Blackmoorfoot on 5th. The nextwas one
at Elland Gravel Pit on 51h April which was seon to depart to the oast. After further singles at
Blackmoortoot on 7th and 22nd May, all the romaining records were in autumn.

Blackmoorfoot had singlos on 31st August, 18th September and 3 1st October, with turiher singlas
atElland Gravel Piton 31st August and 12th Septemher, one wast at Hill Top Roservoir, Slaithwaito
also an 31st August, one at lngbirchworth in August, one at Reyd Moor Reservoir on 30th August
which moved 1o ingbirchworlh on 2nd Seplember and to Gunthwaite Dam on 3rd Septembar, ong
at Yatshelme on 27th Septamber and one flying wesl at Marsden on 28th Septembaer,

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder (1).

Onco again vere was no axpansion in tho heronry at Bratton Lakes. Fivo pairs nosted, of which four
succeeded in raising young. Birds wore prasant throughout the year there.

Recorded from over thirly localities, mainly after the braeding season. The majority ol records were
of single birds, but six wera at Scout Dike Resarvoir on 12th October, six at Gunthwaite Dam, whare
birds wera sean on 80 datos, on 26th Oclober and five at Royd Moor Raservoir on 16th August.

There was a big increase in sightings at Blackmoorfoot, with birds recorded on approximately 130
dates (56 dates in 1984, 85 dates in 1885), in all months from April onwards, but mainly in summer
and autumn, Threo occurred on several June dates, and in July up to six were regutar with a
maximum of nine on 15th.

An immature bird fed regularly at a garden pond in Almondbury in January and Fobruary, and a
partial albino was prosent at Herbury Wyke from 1st to 4th April. Doad birds were found at Denby
Dalo on 5th March, presumahly a victim of the cold spell and at Bretton Park on 2nd November,



Mule Swan Cygnus olor
Resident broeder (1).

A pair bred successfully at Cannon Hali, rearing one cygnet. At Horbury Wyke, whera successiul
breeding occurred in 1885, a pair attempted but the nost was floodod out. {Onee again though a pair
bred and raised seven young at the nearby Millfield Flash, just a kilometre cutside the club area).

Birds wora present elsewhere in the area as follows: one or two at Elland Graval Pit in January/
February, three at Boshaw Whams on 3rd January, one remaining to 315t March, two at Gunthwaite
Dam from 20th January 1o 2 §st February, 5th to 151h April and on 51h/6th June, one at Ingbirchworth
Resarvoir from 16th March to 1st April, one on the River Ayburn at Rippondon on 23rd May, two at
Ingbirchworth Reservoir from 21st June to 21st August, one at Broadstones Roservoir on 18th
October, two at Sparth Resorvoir 20th to 20th Decomber and a bird which remainsd all year at
Hinchliffe Mill,

Bewick'as Swan Cygnus columbianus
Uncommon wintor visitor.

There were mora records than for the last two yoears.

At Blackmoorfoot on 10th January 20 arrivod, of which only four were immatures; 18 dopartad west
al 1520 houts, the two romaining adults staying to 12th (MLD, JMP),

The other records wera all in the socond winter period. On 23rd November, eleven amived at 1105
hrs at Scout Dike Resetvair in the company of two Whoopers, moved o Broadstonas Reservoir
departing at 1155 hrs (JED, SMD), on 28th November four adults at Blackmortoot (MLD) and at
Ossell Spa S.F. 16 passed north-weston 27th Novembar and two moved south on 31st Docamber
(JRS).

Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
Uncommon winter visilor,

The only record in the early part of the year was of four birds at Ingbirchworth Reservoir on 22nd
March (BA ot al.}

Tha lirst of autumn was an adult at Blackmoorioot Raservoir on 26th October {(MLD, JMP), which
was nol seen after 0805 hrs and was presumably the individual which was prasent at Ingbirchworth
at 1000 hrs {DMP).

Two spent an hour at Scout Dike and Broadslonos Reservoirs with Bewick’s on 23rd November
(JED, SMD), two liew west over Marsdon Moor on 24th November {RH), 18 aduits west at
Bltackmorfoot on 24ih December {MLD)} and a family party of two adults and four juvaniles at
Langsett Resorvoir from 26th to at feast 29th December {(JMD, HCL ot al.}

Plnk-footed Goose Ansear brachyrhynchus
Uncommon te common passage visitor.

All rocords of unidentified gray geose are includod under this species, since the passage of Pink-
footod Geese to the west coastis a wall known phenomenon, and unidentified birds are most likely
ta be of this species,



There wore only two recards in the early months, ono at Blackmoorfoot an 12th January and six
("grey’} north over Skelmanthorpe on 8th January.

Typically the majority of records wero in Novembor/Docember, although there was obvious wasterly
passage on 23rd October, with 30 (‘grey’) over Edgerton, 60 over Lindley Moor and 70 ovor Qutlane.
tn November 16 soulh-easl at Bretion on 16th, c. 300 (‘grey’) north-eas! ovar Hudderslicld town
centre on#171h, B8 east on 28th and 40 nonh-wost on 29th at Blackmoorfoot, with 50 north at
Ingbirchwarth also on tho latier date. Movement continued in December with 100 {'grey’} nonh-west
aver Scapegoat Hill on 2nd, 170 south at Broadstones and 90 {‘grey’) at Whitley Common on 61h,
atOsselt Spa S.F. 16 north-west on Sth and 50 waoston 10th, 66 west at Blackmoorfoot on 24th and
60 ('groy’) west-north-wast over Lockwood on 25th.

Greylag Goose Anser anser
Uncommon passage visitor.

Three at Blackmaarfoot on 15t June, one there an 17th August and ten which flew south at Honloy
on 10th August probably all refer to feral birds,

Twenty goese which flew westaver Qearmby on 9th June probably belong to this or the nexi species.

Canada Goose Brania canadensis
Rasident braador (2).

No counts wera roceived for the early part of the year irom Bretton Lakes. About two hundred adults
were presentduring the breeding season and the maximum count far the latter part of lha year was
375 on 10th October. Bespile papulation control 33 goslings were reared. Birds are now absent on
many dates, owing to movement to Pugneys, Wakelield.

A pair bred for the third yaar runnning at Winscar Reservoir, where juvoniles acompanied two adulis
on 19th July. Breseding also look place at Blakeley Reservair whare Lhere wera four adults and a
brood of four goslings on 15th June.

Additional breeding season pairs ware noted at Scammonden Dam, Horbury Wyke, Booth Dam,
Ringstone Edge Reservoir, March Haigh Roservoir, Digley Resarvoir, Broadstones Reservair,
Ingbirchworth Reservoir and Gunihwaite Dam,

Blackmoofoot Resarvoir had birds on thirteen dales, with maxima of 20 on j0th January, 27 on 11th
August and 21 on 25th Oclober; other maxima were sight at Bulterloy Reservair on 13th July, ten
at Scammonden Bam on 12th August and 12 at Ingbirchworth Reservoir on 19th August.

Birds ware recarded flying over Royd Edga Clough, six oaston 13th April and Lindloy Moor, 30 west
on 141h Docambaer. (See also Greylag Gooss).

Tha Cannon Hall flack numbared 57 on 3rd September.

Barnacle Goose Branta feucopsis

Rara visitor.

The prasumed feral pair at Bratton Lakes bred on one of the islands on the lower lake and reared

fivo gaslings (DP). The adults were present from late March and were joined by a third bird on 29th
and 30th March.



Egyplian Goose Alopochen aegypliacus
Rare visitor ot deubtful origin.

One present at Ringstone Edge Reservoir on 9th and 15th August {PJWS),

Published with thn escapo proviso.

Shelduck 7adorna tadorna
Uncommon passage visitor.

Most records were from Blackmoorfoot Reservoir as follows: 23 on 18th and nine on 27th January,
two on 161h and one on 22nd March, ona on 4th and 23rd April, thrnn on 16th May, singles on 16th
and 30th August, one on 16th November and one on 14th Decomber.

Elsewhore, six occurred at Broadstones Resrvoir and gight at Langseit Resorvoir on 18th January,
one at Royd Moor Roservoiron 26th January, singles at Elfand Grave! Piton Sth April, Ingbirchworth
Resnrvoir on 20th April, Horbury Wyke on 181th and 22nd May, Broadstonas Reservoir on 30th
Septembnr and throe at Ingbirchworlh Rnsorvoir on 9th October.

Mandarin Aix galericulata
Rare visitor of dubious origin,

Six were releasod at Cannon Hall early in the year, where three ware preseat on 1st April (BA). A
rather tame pair at Gunthwaite Dam on 15th April {CB) probably originated lrom the above locality.

Wigeon Anas penelopa
Common passage and winter visitor.

A rathor better year than 1985, with birds rocorded as follows:
Blackmoorfoot Res, Aecarded on eight dates to 22nd May, with max. of ten on 1stJanuary and 77
{of which 34 were malas} on 18th March, otherwise not more than lour birds. More frequent in
autumn, with birds on 32 dates from 9th Soptembor to 21st Decomber, mainly in Septerber and
October, but 12 on 13th October was the only doubls figure count.
Boshaw Whams : One from 31st October to 8th November.
Bretton Lakes : Two males on {5th March.
Broadstones Bes, One on 22nd February and on four dates from 15th November, with eleven on
16th December as maximum.
Deer Hill Bes; One on 10th September.
Horbury Wyke; Two males from 6th o 12th April, seven on 20th November, nine on 6th and three
on t4th December,

| . Seen on ¢.12 dates betwoon 24tk January and 19th April, with a maximum of
sovenon 19th March. A male flew north-wesi on 20th May. In autumn present on many dates from
18th Saptembor to 23rd Novombar, with a maximum of 12 on 3rd November, otherwise only single
figures.,
Ringsiene Edge Bes: Four on 5th October. ¥
Royd Moor Res: A male on 1st and 2nd June. Birds prosent on seven dates from 12th October to
the year end, max. ten on 6th and 9th November and 16 on 16th November.
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Gadwall Anas strepora

Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Singles occurred at Blackmoorfoot Resorvoir on 13th August and 12th October {MLD, JMP), at
Ingbirchworth Reservoir on 25th and 28th Septembor (BBSG, JED) and 6th November {CB, DS &
VAl) and at Cannon Hall on 28th December {N1}). All were males.

Teal Anas crecca

Resident brecder {1). Common passage and wintor visitar.

Broading was confirmed only at Bfack Moss whese a female and fivo nawly hatchod young wore
saon on 20th June, and at Winscar Reservoir where a singls juveniie accompaniod a femalo on 18th
July. Additianal birds ware present in the breeding season at Blackmoorioot Reservoir, Hill Top
Reservoir, Horbury Wyka, Ingbirchworth Reservoir, Ringstone Edge Reservoir, Rishworth Moor,
Scammendnn Dam and Sparth Reservair, a far more widespread distribution than in 1885.

Early season maxima again werae rather low. Blackmoarfoot had birds on eight dates Yo 25th April,
with max. of 15 on 191h April. Other peak counts in the early months were nine at Ingbirchworth
Resarvoir on 19th April, 50 st Royd Moor Reservoir and 62 at Scout Dike Raservoir on 12th January,
96 at Horbury Wyke on 3rd January and 12 on the ice at Bratton Lakes on 5th January. Four other
waters held up 1o six birds.

Again there were more records in the second half of the year, Blackmoorfoot having birds on 36
dates, butlow maxima of 17 on 12th October and 16 on 25th December. Maxima atother sites were
97 on 13th September and 106 on 15th October at Horbury Wyke, 32 at Royd Moor Raeservair an
Sth Octaber, 38 at Scoul Dike Resservoir en 12th Oclober, 25 at Ringsione Edge Raeservoir on 2nd
Septembaer and eleven at Broadstones on 5th November. At four other sites whare birds occurred
numbers did not attain double figures.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchas
Resident breeder {2-3). Common winler visitor.

Brooding was confirmed in 22 tetrads and avidanco for probable breading obtained in three others
irom the BO telyads in SEOC, SEQ1, SE10, SE11 and SE21 which were partially surveyed in the
Club’s pilot bresding study in 1986, giving an approximate tolaf of 40 braeding pairs, Doubtlgss at
least as many breeding pairs remain to be discovered in the remaining unworked tetrads. Localities
at which confirmed breeding occurred includad Bretton Lakes and Horbury Wyke {six pairs each),
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir, Bilberry Roservoir, Boshaw Whams, the canal in Huddarstield, River
Colne at Marsden and Slaithwaite, Dick Clough, Fenay Bock {at least three pairs), Hill Top
Reservoi, Ingbirchworth Raservoir, Sparth Resorveir and Tunnel End, Marsdan.

Numbers in the early part of the year were low. Blackmoorfoot Reservoir, which was frozen from 8th
February to 5th March, had a maximum of onfy 28 on 3rd and 25th January. Other maxima wore 14
at Sparth Reservoir on 5th January, 215 at Bretton Lakes on 5th Jaruary end 184 on 9th February
43 at Baitings Res. on 11th January, 35 al Scout Dike Res., 36 at Horbury Wyke and 53 at Royd
Moor Ras. all on 121h January, only 24 at Ingbirchworth Res. an 26th January, 13 at Broadstonos
Res. on 22nd February and B6 on the ice at Elland Grave! Pit on 2nd March.

In the sacond half of tho year, especially in Septumber, numbers wore considerably higher at most



waters, Record counts were achieved at Ingbirchworth Res. in Soptember and Octobor, whare
numbers peaked at 166 in  October. In the same area, high numbars were also recorded at
Broadstonos Res. with 105 on 19th Septomber and a1 Royd Moor Ras. with 112 on 30th Nevembor.
The same birds might well have been invalved at all three sites.

Blackmoorioot had counts exceeding 30 birds in September, October and Docember, but the
maximum was only 35 an 1st December. Elsewhere, up to 70 occurred in two flocks on the canal
botwoen Longroyd Bridge and Gelcar during August and September, 120 wore at Horbury Wyke
on 191h September, 14 at Ringstone Edge Res. on 12th Octobar and 127 at Bretion Lakes on 14th
December.

Pintsit Anas acuta
Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

in the early part of tho yoar a female was at Horbury Wyka on 20th January and a male at Bretton
Lakes on 15th March.

The remaining records wern in autumn. Al Blackmoortoot Res. ona flow south-east on 13th August,
two present on 17th August, two an 10th and 18th Seplember and three on 13th Oclober, at least
one was at Royd Moor Res. on 28th September, and at Ingbirchworth Res. a female on 1st
September, five on 5lh October and nine {lew east on 23rd Decnmbor.

Note: Six wore released at Cannon Hall early in the year {BBSG}).

Garganey Anas guerquedula
Rare visitor.

Two males and two females appeared at Blackmoorfoot Res. an 12th August (MLD, JMP), a typical
date for this summer visitor.

Jme
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Shoveler Anas clypeata
Uncommon passags and wintar visitor,

There were rather more spring recards of this specios than in the previous two ysars. Al
Blackmoorloot Res. two on 10th March and four on 24th April. ingbirchworth Res. had a male on
18th April, followed by two males on 13th/14th May, whila two males occurred at Horbury Wyke on
3rd April and a pair on 5th and 22nd May. At this last sito a pair remained from 15th June to 27th
August, but there was no proof of breoding . Other midsummer birds occurred at Blackmoaortoot Res.
on 16th June {one} and 2nd July {suven), and at Ingbirchworth Res. on 13th June (two).

In autumn, Ingbirchworth Res. had twe on Bth August, Blackmoeroot had two on 16th August, one
on 3rd September, four on 101h September and one on 13th September; at Bretion Lakes two on
20th August, eight on 5th Oclober and a male and lemale from 18th October to 12th December, st
Horbury Wyke two on 151th October and six on 14th Decembar, with four at Ringstone Edge Res.
on 17th October.

Two !low west over Marsden on 18th December.

Pochuord Aythya ferina
Common passage and winter visitor.

A temate wilh several ducklings on the R. Calder at Horbury represents the first breeding record in
the club area {(JRS). Other occurrences are summarised bolow.

Blackmooriool Bes. Although birds were present regularly from the beginning of January to mid-
June, apart trom during tho reeze Iram 9th February 1o early March, the peak count of eleven on
19th March was very low. On most dates only a single bird was present. Birds occurrod again on
a tggular basis from mid-July onwards, wilh monthly maxima of 15 on 19th July, one in August, 30
on 29th September, an exceptional count of 89 (29 males, 60 famales) on 13th Octobar, 17 on 4th
November and four on 19th Decembaor,

Bm_{m_g_Lam\/ery imeguiar in the early months with 2 maximum of only ten on 30th March. More
frequent lae in the year peaking at 33 on 14th December.

Ingbirchwonth Res. Recorded on less than 20 dates during Lhe year, with low poaks of 15 on 18th
April and only four in autumn on 30th November.

Boyd MogrRes, Nona in tha early part ol tho ypar. Recorded from 14th September onwards, peaking
at 20 on 261h Octobor.

Scout Rike Bes, Aecorded on only threa dates, maximum aleven on 12th October.

Other waters where the species occurrod wera Bilberry Ros ., - one on 17th March, Broadstones
Ros. - three on 12th October, Cannon Hail - two on 1st March, Gunthwaite Dam - 13 dates, max.
nino an 25th Octobar, Horbury Wyke - max. threa on 151h Juna, Ringstone Edge Ros. - tenon 5th
October and Scammonden Dam - four on 111h January.

Tutted Duck Aythya fufigula
Resident breedor {t). Common passage and winter visitor.
In the early pant of the year maxima were: Blackmoorfoot Ras. 14 on 24th April, Bretton Lakes 20

on 141h April, Ingbirchworth Res. 15 on 261h January, Gunlhwaito Dam 18 on 22nd January, Horbury
Wyke 22 on 19th April.
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Brooding occurred at Brotton Lakos, whero five broods of young wero soen, and at Moltham Mills.
As in previous years birds, including apparent pairs, summerod or spont part of the broeding soason
at many waters, butwith no indication of breeding except for a pairin SE 10, Walers whore birds were
present al this time of the year includod Blackmoorfool Ros., Blakeloy Res., Bilborry and Digley Ros.
Brawnhill, Ramsdaen and Yateholmo Reservoirs, Cupwith Ras., Hartcliffo Mills and Square Wood
Res., Donby Dale, Horbury Wyko, Ingbirchworth and Royd Moor Res., March Haigh Ras., and
Tunnel End Res,

Late maxima were higher with 26 at Blackmorfoot Res. on 2 1st September, 19 at Bretton Lakes on
14th Docembor, 62 at Ingbirchworth Res. on 28th and 30th July with 58 on 91h August, 17 at Scout
Oiko Ros. on 12th Octobor and 18 at Royd Moor Res. on 7th Soptambor. Smaller numbars, all single
figures, occurred infrequently at sevon othor wators,

Scaup Aythya mariia
Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Animmature malo was present at Ingbirchwarth Res. on 28th January (NWA) and an adultmale on
the lower lake at Brotion on 30th March (DS & VAI, DM, DP, DJS).

In autumn at Blackmoorfoot Ros. an eclipso malo on 23rd/24th September and an adult female from
25th Seplember to 3rd October {(MLD, JMP). Amale at Ingbirchworth Res. on 28th September {JED,
JMD) could have beon the individual presont at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 23rd/24th.

Common Seoter Molanitta nigra
Scarce to uncommon passagae visitor.

Another poor year for this specios with only five individuals recorded.

A lemale at Broadstones Res, on 2nd/3rd May (JMP,AW) moved lo Inbirchworth Res. where it
remained from 4th to 8th May (CB, DJS et gl.). A male at Winscar Ros. on 25th June {BBSG), male
and female at Ingbirchworth Ros. on 28th July (JMP) and a male at Blackmoorfoot Res. on t2ih
August (MLD, JMP).

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Regular but uncommon passage and winlor visitor.

Numbers were vory low at both ands of the year. Maxima in the early months were nine at Elland
Grave! Piton t1th February, six each at Blackmoorfoot Ras. on 6th January, Ingbirchworth on 16th
March and Ringstone Edge on 5th April and five at Digtey Ras. on 201h February, with no more than
four olsewhoro.

Birds were present in the area in all months thanks to a first-summar male which summaored at
Btackmoorfoot/Deor Hill Res., and boing identifiabie until at least 8th November, when the position
bocamo confused by the presence of other males in similar plumage. A second first-summer mals
remained at Ringstone Edge Res. until atieast 11tb June and a fomale was on the same water on
23id and 28th August. Otherwise birds had laft the aroa by the end of April.

The firstreturning bird in auiumn occurred on 2151 Octobor at Blackmoorioot Hes., but no other sites
reporied birds until sarly November. With the exceplion of ten at Blackmoorfoot on 5th November,
numbers in the second winter period were aven lower than in the aarly months, maxima baing fous
at Ingbirchworth Res. and thrae at Scaut Dike Res. in Novombor.
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Other sitos which held birds during the year were Bilberry Res., Bretion Lakes, Broadstones Res.,
Boshaw Whams, Cupwith Res., Gunthwaite Dam, Royd Moor Res., Tunnei End Res. and
Yateholma Res. Atseveral ol these waters, the records invelved anly a single individual on one data.

Smew Mergus albetlus
Rare visitor.

The adult male remained at Ingbirchworlh Res. 1o the very late date o! 3rd May. |t spent most of ils
time at Ingbirchwarth, but was reported from Scout Cike Res. on two dates in January, fram
Gunthwaite Dam and Gannon Hall when Ingbirchworh and Scout Dike were iced over in February
and on one date each in March and April also at Gunthwaita Dam.

During its stay it was seon to display on 22nd March to a male Goldaneye {JMP).

It returned for a sevonth winter, baing first reporied from Scout Dike Ras. an 16th Novernber.
Red-breasted Merganser Moargiss sarrator

Scarce visilor,

There was just one record of this species in 1986, two redheads at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 4th
October (JMP}.

Goosander Mergus mergansar

Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Intho oarly months, a redhead was at Ingbirchworth Res. on 12th January (RDR), at Blackmoorioot
Res. cne male and throe fomalss on 25th January and one individual on 22nd March; two were
present there on tha unusual data of 25th June (JMP).

Late in the year Blackmoorfoot Res. saw a female ily north an 2nd November, with another bird
prosaent on 21st Docombor (MLDY}; a recdhoad present at Brettan Lakes fram 12th Novombor o at
laast 10th December was joined by a second bird {or twa now birds appoarad) on 141h Docombor

and romained to at least 28th December (HCL, OM, DP st al.) One male and three redheads were
at Elland Gravel Pit on 26th December {(KF).

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis

Scarce visitor.

More rocards than in any provious year.

A femalefimmature was at Bretton Lakes on 16th March {DP}, at Ingbirchworth a malo on 25th April
{DJM) and a female on Bth May {(RDH), a pair displaying at Scout Diko Res. on 13th July {CB, DM)
and a male at Blackmoorfoot Ros. on 7th/8th August (MLD, DMO,JMP).

Twollth to sixteanth racords for the area.

15



Hen Harrler Circus cyanous
Scarco visitor.

Single ring-tails were seen at three localities all in January - at Winscar on tst, near Snailsdan on
5th and in the Litile Don Vallay on 26th.

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Scarce visitor.

A mals at Gawthorng Park on 5th January (BA, JMD), throein the Langsetlt aroaon 3 1st March (HQ)
and one over Qakes on 28th July (JMD}. Also seen in two other areas duting the summer.

A pullus ringed in North Derbyshire on 11th June 1882 was found shot (or killed by man) at Holmlirth
on 27th April 1985.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Residont broeder {1 - 2).

The number of localities in which birds were sighted was similar to last yoar, a1 just over sixty, with
sightings in the broeding soasan at ahout forly of these. Daspits all these sightings however,
breeding was confirmed in only four tetrads. Seven nests produced 22 young.

Birds were observed in gardens at Aimondbury, Dalton, Edgerton, Elland, Lindiey Moor and Oakes.
Prey items idantitied wera Feral Pigeon, Meadow Pipit, Mistle Thrush, Starling and House Sparrow.

All sightings involvad one or two birds, apart from four in the Horbury Wyke/Horbury Strands arsa.

BlackmooHoot had fower records than in recent years, with singles on only 38 dates, and two on
15th April.

Buzzerd Buteo buteo
Rare visitor.

Ono flaw cast aver Bretton towards Cawthorne on 9th Decamber {GBS).

Rough-legged Buzxard Butgo lagopus
Rare visitor.

A first-winter bird flew north-west over tha Wessaenden Valley on 25th January (CH).

Seventh record for the area.
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Qaprey Pandion haliaetus
Rare passage visitor.

One seen at Upper Midhopo on 15th April continued in a north-westarly direction into the club area
{JSA). A second bird Hew down the valley aver Yateholma on 11th May {DS).

Twelfth and thirteenth records since 1952.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Resident breeder (2}.

Panly perhaps as a result of tha commant in tha 1985 roport, many more observers submitted
records of this spocies in 1986. Consequenily a more realistic picture is beginning to emerge. Birds
were reporied from over BQ |ocalities, at over 50 of these during the breeding soason. However,
breeding was provad for only sevon pairs, at Bratton Park, Hall Dike, Milnsbndgs, Oxspring,
Meltham Mills arga, Kirkheaton and near Wholestone Moor where a lamily party of five birds was
seen.

ftis interesting to compare records from Blackmooroot with those ol Spamowhawk, Singlo Kestrels
were recorded on 75 dates, two on lour dates with three birds on 271h duly, This specios is tecorded
twice as frequently as is Sparrowhawk; parhaps this more coroctly roflocts the relative status of the
wo species?

Merlin Falco columbarius
Former breadar, now scarco o uncommon passagoAwintar visitor,

Alter anencouraging increasainrecordsin 1985, itis disappointing to report fewersightjngs in 1986,
All racords received are listed and refer to singla birds.

One is reported o have wintered 1985/86 near Colnebridge, a femala at Danby Dalo on 15th
February was the first recorded in that area, an immature male near Gawthorpe Water Tower from
June o the year end, one south al Ingbirchworth on 1 1th August, ono at Snailsden on 21st August,
one at Scammonden on 31st August, ong at Blackmoorfoot on 29th September, one at Flight Hill
on 4th October, a male at Broadstones on 29th Novembor and 10th December, with a male at
Yatoholme on the latter dale, a female/immature attending a mixed fiock of Meadow Pipits and Piod
Waglails at Cooper Bridge on 25th December and ons at Low Common, Broadslones on 28th
Docember.

In addition, birds wero seen in two possiblo breeding areas in May.

Hobby Falco subbuteo
Rare visitor,

An adult male spent 25 minutos at Ossett Spa S.F. belore [lying ol to tho north on 20th June (JRS).
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Péregrlne Falco peregrinus
Resident braeder (1).

A pair roared two young in Booth Dam Quarry (JED, JMD). Presumably the two birds saen at
Cupwith Hilf on 15th June (JMD) refer to this pair.

Animmatura bird took a Woodpigeon at Brop Clough on 17ih October and was soeen again on 26th
{DM). Cno at Windy Hili on 20th Decembor {JMD).

H now seems appropriate to reveal that a pair has bred successlully in saveral racent years at
another site in the club area and that breeding has been atlempted in atieast one recent year at a
third sita.

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus
Residont broeder (2 - 3).

Once again, the species was reporied vary infrequently and in relatively low numbers.

Counts in the early months wers: on 5th January about 25 in the Linscar arsa, on 16th January, 16
in the Swinden/Hingclitf Hill area, on 8th February 50 in the Wessenden area, on 9th February 42
on Thurlstone Moor, 8 at Dunford Bridge and 8 at Snailsdon.

In the breeding season a male was reported from Cupwith Hill on 12th April andthree at Holme Moss
on 3rd May.

These were the only roports received.

Red-legged Partridge Aloctoris rufa
Resident breodor (1).

Although breeding was proved in only ong case, birds were seen in most of the areas where birds
havo bred in recent years.

in the Digley/Bilberry area two birds were prosont on 3rd January in very cold conditions, with snow
lying, 29th March and 29th May. Twelve wero near Norcroft on 9th March, a pair at Springwood,
Bretton on 11th April, whers two adults and six young were seen on 30th July {GBS), two at
Broadstones Lodge on 4th May, 1 at Breiton Cross Roads on 8th May, one at Ronscliffe Wood,
Cawthorna on 10th May, two at Clough Wood, Gunthwaite on 25th July, six on 26th and eight on
Jtst August at Gunthwaite Hall and eight at Burncote, Gunthwaite on 6th Septembar.

Two by the A. Calder at Elland G.P. on 4th Aprit (EMS, M.W) a pair at Stirley Hill on t0th May (DB),

and 15 on 281k Septembor, nine on 15th October and 12 an 6th Novambar near Defler Wood (CB,
NL) were in new areas.

Grey Partrldge Perdix pardix
Resident breeder (2).

Thero was a further slight increase in the number of records received,
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Breeding was proved at Whitley Willows, Lepton {live young), Skelmanthorpe (six young),
Hoylandswaine, Spicer House Lane, {seven young), Annat Royd Lans (lwolve young) and
Burncote, Gunthwaite {15 young). Olher pairs were natod in the breeding season at Springwood
(Bretton), Litherop Lane, Brelton Crosss Roads, Holt Head, Farnloy Line, Horbury (two pairs),
Gunthwaile {five pairs), Cawthorne (four pairs), Kexborough and Oxspring, with furthor calling or
single birds in the braeding season at Lindley Moor, Boolh Dam, Scammondan and Digley, a
sitvation very simitar to thatin 1985.

The only coveys wilh tolals in doubla figures were 20+ near Castle Hillin October, eteven at Qldlield
on 4th November, 15 - 20 at Royd Moor Res. on 8th November, 12 near Kirkheaton on 26th
December. Fiiteon at Carr Lana, Gunthwaita was the only one reportedin the early months, Smaller
numbers were reported from Norcrolt, Houses HMill, Eltand G.P., Farnley Tyas, Ponker
{Skelmantherpo}, Ingbirchworth, Whitley Comon and to the east of Brotton Park.

Qualt Coturnix coturmx
Scarce summer visitor,

Birds were reported from three localities. All were singles as follows: a male calling from a cabbago
field at Sitkstone Common on 25th June {BBSG), a male calling in the IngbirchworthvBroadstanes
area from 2nd July to 21st August{SMD, R0 & SEH, JMP) and one calling near Holmain July (DJH).

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
RAesident breeder {2 - 3}.

This species coelinues to be much under-recorded, with no increase ie reports from last year.

Mostrecords were outside the breeding soason and consisted of only ano or twa birds. The localilies
involved were Houses Hill, Honley, Cawlhorne Park, Elland G.P., Ainley Tap, Ingbirchworth,
Almondbury (one in a garden on 21st January) and Dalter Waood.

During tho breeding season, reported only from the Longwoed Valley, Elland G.P., Royd Moor and
Brotion Park where six were together on 13th April,; in addition, probable brooding was recordad
for six tetrads in SE21 in tho breeding survey.

Waler Rall Rallus aguaticus
Scarce winter visitor.

Single birds wera reported [rom three localites. One atingbirchworth Ros. on 5th January {JE, MS),
ong on the canal at Linthwaite on six March dates (CH) and one at Gunlhwaite Dam on 121h and
15th March and again on seven dates in aulumn from 14th October to 24th November (CB).

Moorhen Gallinufa chioropus
Resident breeder {2 - 3).

Of the BO tetrads in which evidence was collected for the breeding survey, this species was proved
to breed in only fiftaen. Perhaps a review of its status is needed.

Breeding was reported from the canal at Slaithwaile (two pairs), Almondbury (a pair raised two
young on a garden pond), Bretton Lakes, Sparth Res., Tunnel End Res., Merrydale Clough, Hall
Dike, Mag Wood, Magdale, Armilage Bridge, New Mill, Brockholes, Cawthorne Park, Carr Wood,
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Meltham Mills, Milnsbridge/Linthwaito, Fenay Back and Whitley Willows.

Blackmoorfoot had rocords on only 35 dates, mainly Septembor to November, all of single hirds
apart from two on 18th September.

With the exception of 12 at Silkstonaes S.F. on 5th January and 11 at Eiland G.P. on 181h October,
the only double-figure galherings were at Horbury Wyke, with 17 on 12th January, 27 on 6th April,
30 on Sth June, 41 on 13th Oclober and 46 on 14th November.

Coot Fulica atra
Resident breeder (2).

No high counts wera mado in the early months, maxima bning sight on several January datas at
Blackmoorioot Res., 31 on 3rd January at Ingbirchworth Res., 21 on 5th January at Cannon Hall,
32 on 16lh March at Brelton Lakes, 16 on 22nd March at Scout Dike Rss., and 30 an 25th April at
Elland G.P.

Breeding was raported from BlackmooHoot Res. (2 pairs, 1 young), Boshaw Whams (1 pair, §
young), Bretton Lakes (B pairs, 31 young), Dewsbury S.F. (2 pairs}, Gunthwaite Dam (1 pair),
Horbury Wyke (c 6 pairs, 20 young), Ingbirchworth Res. (6 pairs), Meltham Mills (3 pairs) and Scout
Dike Res. {3 pairs). No breeding season reports were received from Cannon Hall or Elland G.P.

Maximum count for tha later months at Blackmoot{oot Ros., whera birds wore prosent throughout
thayear, was 16 on ist Octobor, The only other waters from which late season counts were received
wara Bretion Lakes and Horbury Wyke which had respective maxima of 60 on 26th October and 23
on 14th December.

A single bird at Hartclitfe Mills on 23rd April and two at Square Wood Res., Denby Dale on 15th May
{DB) ware unusual. Even more unusual was the sight of a bird flying into a force seven westery wind
at roof-top height at Crosland Moor on 271h May {(MLD).

Oystercatcher Haemalopus oslralegus
Uncommaon passage visitor.

Cne passed west ovar Dewsbury S.F. on 18th February (JRS). Spring birds occurred at
Broadstonos Ros., two on 2nd May (RW), at Blackmoarfoot Aes., which had ona on 6th and two
on 30th May, and at Boshaw Whams whers three birds arrived at 1900 hrs and leit to the west five
minutas laler on 9th June (BWW),

All other records were in autumn as follows. At Blackmoorfoot Res., five on 2151 and ang an 24th
July, twa an 4th and one flying wastan Bth August. Ona llew west aver Hade Edge on 28th July (DM),

singles afsa passed wast at Marsdon on 4th and 16th August (DM),five were over Meltham on 4th
August {(JMP} and the last were two at Digley Res. on 7ih September (DB).

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Occasional breeder and scarce suinmer visitor.

A slightly botter yoar than 1985, but once egain no prool of breeding was abtained.

Spring birds were reportad at ingbirchworth Aes. on 2nd May (BBSG), Horbury Wyke an 12th May
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{DP}, Ringstanao Edge Res. on 141h May {JED) and Blackmoarioot Res. on 18th May (MLD). Allwere
singlo birds.

Two birds were at Dewsbury S.F. fram 6th ta 81h Juno, with a pair displaying there on 15th June
{JRS). A second displaying pair lrequonted Horbury Wyke from 6th ta 1 1th July {(JRS}.

The enly autumn record was cof a juvenite at Royd Moor Ros. on 12th August (NAP).

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Uncommon passage visitor,

There wero two records of birds in spring, three at Osselt Spa S.F. on 171h April (JAS) and one at
Blackmoorfoot Res. on 26th May (MLD, JMP).

In autumn birds, all singles, unless stated othaerwise, were reported from Blackmoorfoot Res. on 12th
July and 16th/17th August, Broadstonos Res. on 12th August (RW), Ringstono Edge Rus. on 29th
July {bvo), 15th {one) and 16th {two) August (CCT, PUWS), Deor Hill Res. on 17th (two - DP) and
21st {four - TO) August and Ingbirchworth Raes., two on 21st August (CB}.

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Migrant breoder (2). Cornmon passage and winter visitor,

1986 mustsurely have been one of the worst, if not the worst on record tor this spocios. A vory poor
breeding seasanin 1985 fellowed by another wet, cold spring produced very low breoding numbars
yatagain. Poor breeding succass was reflected in unusually low pest-breeding season flocks. The
silualion tocally has also beoen aggravated by improvement and drainage of iand for agriculiural
purposes in the Whitlay Common area whara large llocks have traditionally occurred in bath spring
and autumn. Similar improvement'is also being made in the Digley/Issues Road area and doublloss
in othor localities.

Birds woro vary scarce in lhe early months, 40 near Cawthome on 5th January being the highest
countup ta mid-March. In the Ingbirchwarth/Whitloy Common/Broadstones aroa 97on 2 1st, 160 on
29th and 120 an 30th March wero the only flocks exceeding fifty. In the samo area, maximum tatals
in April never exceeded 120 birds {on 23rd}, with no more than 23 on any date in May. Tho picluroe
was similarly gloomy at Blackmoorfoot Res. which had birds on only eight dates in March/April with
51'on 11th Aprit the only total in double figures. in !act the only othar areas in which flocks of more
than ten birds occurrod were Issues Road, Digley, with up to 30 an 24th May and 12on 12th June,
and near the Flouch Inn, wilh ¢.25 on 10th May.

In the breoding season, records wero received for Siaithwaite Moor, Cupwith {a nest with 3 nnwly
hatched chicks on 29th May previding the only confirmed broeding recerd for the club area this year),
Snailsdon, Tinker Hil, Featherbed Moss, Black Hill, Pots and Pans, Bord Hill and Black Moss. This
last site howavar was deserted by mid -June, birds having moved out perhaps as a result of the cold
weather,

Post-breoding season nunmibers were even lower than in 1985. Blackmoorfoot Res. hadbirds on only
five dates in July, 119 an 27th being the anly count oxcooding one hundred; in August birds were
more {requent but maxima of 160 and 170 on 21stand 24th respectively were the only throo-figure
counts. Numbors decreasod from Septomber onwards apart from 180 on 19th Oclober, with
maxima of 57 on 4th September, 93 on 1st November and 60+ on 24th December.

A countof 22 al Broadslones on 4th Ocloberrepresented that area's highest post-breedingnumber.
Only Ringstone Edgs with 351 on 17th October and tolals exceoding two hundrod on two othar
Oclober dates held any significant numbers, apart from 140 at Crosland Hill on 10th December.

21



Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Rare/scarce passage visitor.

One ted around the sprinklers at Ossatt Spa S.F from 19th to 2151 February (JAS) and singlos were
heard at Blackmooroot Res. on 1fth and 13th August {JMP).

Lapwing Vaneflus vaneflus
Resident breeder {3-4). Numorous passage and wintor visitor.

Only small numbers were reported in January, with 30 at Cawthorng Park on 5th, 42 on 17th and
32 on 24th at Ingbirchworlh and 25 on 25th at Blackmoorfeot. None were recorded during the hard
waeather of Faebruary, butbirds reappearedin smafl numbers from early March, generally moving in
a weslerly direction. Blackmoorioot recordad westerly movemont on five days to 14th, maxima 40
on 10th and 14th, with up to 120 therafior to the end of March. 51 were at Broadstonos on 8th March,
on which date a pair had returned to thair breeding site on Lindley Moor. Also in March 33 wore al
High Flatts on 9th and 40 at Ingbirchworlh on 22nd.

Birds were well distributed by the end of April, but as usual fitlle information was submitiad for tho
breeding season. The tetrad survey revealed confirmed breeding in 16 letrads, and probabie
breedingin a further eleven {out of 80) in SEQ0, SEO1, SE10, SE11, and SE21. Thisis alower figure
than one would have expected and perhaps poin!s to a decline over recent years which a number
of experienced observers have suggestod and which has been confirmed nationally by the 8.T.C.

The post-breeding season build-up was slower than normal. Highest totals in June were 66 at
Ingbirchworth an 7th, 40 at Blackmoorfoot an 14th and 214 at Broadstones on 21st. In July
Blackmoorfoot had 270 on ¥st and ingbirchworth 135 on 13th. Numbers increased during August,
aspecially at Blackmoorfoot wheare there was a gradual build-up througheut the menth te a peak ol
950 on 24th, with 276 at Broadstones on 3rd, 230 and 465 at Ringstone Edge on 9th and 23rd
rospoctively and a movement of 187 to the west at Norland on 18th,

Ringsiono Edge had the largest Hlocks in Septembar with 450 on 12th and 620 on 30th. The
Septembar maximum at Blackmoosfoot was very low at 110 on 3rd, but Horbury Wyke had 628 on
18th, finlds near Detfer Wood hold 110 on 14th, 80 were at Door Hill on 27th and 250 were counted
near Cop Hill, Slaithwaite.

In October, Ringstone Edge again had tho lion's share, paaking at 750 on 10th, aithough numbers
al Blackmooroo! increased again to 363 on 17th, with 180 on 31stand Broadstonas had its highost
autumn count of 575 on 8th, when 180 were also at Royd Moor,

Numbers in November showed a considerable decreasa, maxima being 250 at Ingbirchworth on
6th, 110 at Blackmoorfoot on 16th, 200 at Crosland Hilt, 140 atBroadstones an 22ndand 210 at Wast
Bretton on 2Bth. During Decembor 70 were at Blackmoorfoaland 150 at Eiland G.P. on 7th, 250 at
Ingbirchworth and 400 at Crosland Hill on 101h and 300 at Bird's Edge on 13th.
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Sanderling Calidris afba
Scarce passage visitor

Two birds at Blackmaorfoot Res. on 25th July wore in almost full summar plumage (MLD).

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Migrant brondor {1-2). Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

Oneo noar the Flouch Inn and two flying west at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 11th January, throe llying
south-paston 15th January and 4 flying west on 8th March at the latter site wore the only ones before
the spring influx which began with one west over Netherton on 8lh April, followed by another single
birg with Golden Plovers at Whitley Common on 20th April. Also in April wero one or two at Doeor Hill
Res., one at Blackmoorioot Res. on 29th and two at Dewsbury S.F. on 301h.

There was no information for tha breeding season, except for a complete lack of birds on 20th June
at Black Moss. Probably they had moved cut because of the cold wet weather, which may also have
been iniluential in discouraging birdwatchers from visiting othor known sites on tho high moorlands.

Autumn passage commenced with three at Horbury Wyke on 5th July, followod by five on 17th and
sixon 18th, aljaduits, probably failed breeders, at BoshawWhams. Blackmoorfoot Res. had singles
on five July dates from 18lh, mainly moving west and singlos occurred at Ingbirchworth on abaut
eight dates from 23rd July to 18th August.

In August, birds woro rocorded at Blackmeorioot on 3rd and 5th (two), Ringstone Edge Res. on 15th
{thres) and 16th and at Daer Hill Res. on 23rd. One at Ringstona Edge on 18th and four at Dowsbury
S.F. on 22nd wore the only records in September. All remaining birds woro at Blackmoorfoot, which
had one on 18th Oclober, one flying west on 28th Novembor and two west on 13th Decembor.

Ruff Phifomachus pugnax
Scarco passage visitor,

All'birds wore recorded in autumn as follows:- at Blackmoorioot Ros., one flow wost on 151 (MLD},
iwo woston 11th {MLD) and one on 17th August (MS,WHS); cne at Horbury Wyke on 27th August
and one at Broadstones Res. on 14ih September (NAP),

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
Scarce passage and winter visitor.

Birds oocurred at two sites; at Blackmoorfoot Res. one on 6th (MLD) and two on 10th Octobar {MLD,
JMP) and in the Hali Dike Valley in Decamber with one on 19th end two on 20th and 31st {DM).

Snlpe Galfinago gaffinago
Residont breeder {1-2). Common passage and wintar visitor.

in the bronding season, displaying birds were notod at Blackmoorfoot, Ringstono Edgo, Digloy,
Issues Road, Scammonden, Holma WMoss, Polo Moor, Ingbirchworth, Whitloy Common,
Broadstones, Snailsden, Tinker Hill and Boshaw Whams, but breeding was canfirmed in only two
tetrads in SEQ1.
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Birds were reported from seven ather localities outside the broeding season. The only double-figure
count in the early months was 18 at Ingbirchworth on 23rd February, Nuimbers ware higher in autumn,
with respective maxima of 22 at Ingbirchworth on 4th Oclober and 20 on 25th Decembor, 21 at
Blackmoorfoot Res. on 8th October, ten at Royd Moor Res. an 26th Octobar, 22 at Horbury Wyke on 141h
December and 23 at Hall Dike on 19th Docembor.

Blackmoorfoot Res. had birds in al' months except January, March and Docember but only on 27th

September (Inn}, Bth (21) and 11th (twelve) Oclober did numbers reach doubfe figuras, otherwise naot
more than six recarded an any one day.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Rasident braedar (2). Uncommon winter visitor,

Birds ware observod roding at Stocksmoor, Deffer Wood (two), Gunthwaite, Fulshaw (al least three),
Swinden Plantation, Bank Wood, Yateholme; some of the localities which had roding birds in 1985 were
not visited. Nowhere was breeding confirmed.

Qutside the breeding season, birds, mainly singles, were also Jocated at Square Wood Res., Denby Dale,

Defler Woad (twa), Springwood, Bretton, Cowcliffe, Horbury, Dean Wood (two), Hall Dike, Drop Clough,
Bradley and Sheepridge, where one was killed by flying into a hausa.

Black-tallod Godwil Limosa limosa

Rare passage visitor.

One in full summer plumage left Blackmoorfoot to the south on 23rd July (MLD, DP}.
Bar-talled Godwlt Limosa fapponica

Scarce passage visitor.

Thers was just one recard of a bird on spring passage at Horbury Wyke on 26th May {JRS).
Whimbrel Numenius phacopus

Scarce o uncommon passage visitor.

There were no spring records.

At Blackmooroot Res. birds were recordad on 101h {two), 27th (three} and 31st July (two), and in August
on dih (two), 6th (one}, 13th {ons), 14th {one) and 16th {one), all flying west {MLD, JMP}.

Additional birds occurred at Broadstones Ras., onoe south on 12ih August (NAP) and at Horbury Wyke
on 21st August when four flew wost low along the R. Calder {JRS).

24



Curlew Numenius arquata
Migrant breedar (2). Common passago visitor,

In January singles flew over Bradley on 6th and west at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 24th. Spring arrival
commenced with singles flying west at Marsden an 7th and 8th March, with two west at Drop Clough
and six south at Blackmoortoot on the latler dale. Largest parties reporied in March wera 3 on 19th
and 17 on21stat Digloy and sevon at Whitlay Common on 22nd and birds wero gonerally distribuled
by the end of the month.

Breeding was confirmed in six tetrads, localitias induding Meltham Cop, Spicer House Lane {four
young} and Slaithwaite Moor. Singing or displaying birds wera notnd at many sitos and breading
would take place in many of them. The aroas involvod were Boddingsodge, Bilberry/Digley,
Broadstones, Booth Dam, Cupwith, Dear Hill, Denby Dale, Ellentree Brow, Holmo, Houses Hill,
Lepton, Rishwarth Moor, Scammonden, Scout Dike, Snailsden, Snittlegate, Spicer Hill, Tinker Hill,
Whitley Common and Yateholme.

After the breeding season westarly passage, mainly of single birds, at Blackmoortoot was noted
from 20th July, when 20 occurred in two partios of five and 15, to 31st August, Tha only gatharings
of note wore tan, compnsing two family parties, at Broadstones on 3rd August and 17 adulls in
Spicer House Lane on 4th July.

The last birds recorded were singles llying norih-west at Blackmoorfoot on 13th and at Digley on
315t October.

Redhsank Tringa fotanus
Migrant breeder (1). Uncommon passage and winter visilor.

Returning birds occurred in March at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 15th and 31st, with ancother at Whitley
Commanon thn latter date and one atingbirchworth Res. on 271h. 1n Aprit one was at Blackmoorfoot
on 5th, one flow north at Ringstone EdgeRes. an 12th and two were at Black Moss on 18Lh.

The only other spnng rocords were of o bird calling at Whilley Common on 17th May, a pair

displaying at Horbury Wyke on 15th June end eight at Black Moss on 20th June, but no breeding
evidenco was oblained.
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Inautumn, apart from three to four birds prasent at Horbury Wyke on 15th/16th July and 26th August,
all rocords waro of singla birds. Blackmoorfoot Res. had birds on eightdatss in July and August, with
a late individual on 28th November.

The only other reports were of singles at Boshaw Whams on 4th July, Ingbirchworth Res. on 17th
July and Deer Hill Res. on 23rd August.

Greenshank Tringa nebidaria
Uncommon passago visitor.

Apart from two llying west at Blackmoorloot Res. on 13th July, all records woro in August. Two Hew
south at Langseti on 10th, ona at Blackmoorioot on 12thv13th, three at Ingbirchworlh Res. on 13th
with up to two prosent thera from 14th to 25th, one south-wast over Qakes on 19th, one at Boshaw
Whams on 21st and ono at Horbury Wyke on 27th,

Green Sandplper Tringa ochropus
Uncommon passage and winter visitor.

All rocords were in autumn, with none this year in winter,

At Horbury Wyke singles wero presont on 11th July, 7th and 21st August and 28th September
{JAS),ono at Boshaw Whams on 28th July {IMP), one flying south at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 9th
August {(MLD, DMQ) and five at Dewsbury S F. on 28th August {(JRS).

Wood Sandplper Tringa glareola
Raro passagae visitor.

One was at Horbury Wyke on 61h July {JRS}) and one stayed at Broadstones Res. from 8th to 17th
Soplombar (RW).

Common Sandplper Actitis hypolaucos
Migrant breedar {2}.

The only April records were of a single bird at Blackmoorioot Res. on four dates from 21st, one at
ingbirchworth Res. on 22nd, one at Bilberry Res. on 26th and 27th, with one also at Brownhill Ros.
on tho latter date, and one at Dewsbury S.F. on 30th.

Brooding was proved only at Deor Hill Moss, Ringstone Edge Ras. and Scammonden, but other
pairs or individuals in the breeding season were located at Blakeley Res., Booth Dam, Bilberry/
Digley, Holme Styes, Langsett, March Haigh Ras., Rodbrook, Tunneol End Res., Wessenden Hoad
and Yatcholme (two pairs}.

In autumn, birds also occurred at Blackmoorioot Res., BoshawWhams, Dewsbury S.F., Horbury
Wyke, Ingbirchworth Res., Royd Mcor Res. and Winscar Res. Maxima were five at Biackmoortoot
on 7th July, up to five at Ingbirchworth from Bth July to 11th Septomber, nino at Ringstone Edge on
271h July and four at Scammonden on 12th August,

The pattomn of occurrences at Blackmoortoot followed closely Lthat of 1985, with just one record in
Juno (nono in 1985).

The last were three at Dewsbury S.F. an 28th Saptember.
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Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Scarce passage visitor.

At Blackmoorfoot Res. single adults flew west on 29th July (MLD, TD} and 1st August (MLD), and
twa immalures were present on 2nd Septomber (MLD).

Three immatures were at Ringstone Edgo Res. on 13th August (PJWS).

Medlterranean Gull Larus melanocephalis
Rare visitor.

Anothor good year for this species at Blackmoorioot Res. In the early months a lirst-winter bird
occurrad on'23rd/24th March (MLD, JMP).

In autumn a juvenilo mouiting into first-wintor plumaga was present on 27th October (MLD); on 29th
and 301h October, two birds wore present, a second juvenile {a different bird from that on 271h)
moulting to first-winter and a hird in firsl-winter plumage (MLD, JMP).

Sixtoenth to ningteenth records.

Litle Gull Larus minutus
Scargo passage visilor,

There were two rocords of birds at Blackmoorfoot Res., both involving two adults which loft the
reservoir and flew wasl, on 5th August (JMP, JTS) and on 19th Novembar {MLD, JMP}.

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
Resident breeder (1}. Numerous passage and winter visitor,

Few racords wero recoived for this species. Sevaral visited a garden bird-1ablo at Hinchliffo Milt
during the hard weathor of January/February,

No specific counts of the Blackmoorioot roost were made prior to Juno, but oni1th March the
combinad tota! tor Biack-hoaded and Common Gulls was 5,550. Daytime Rocks numborad 56 at
Elland G.P. on 22nd March, 50 at Digley on 4th April, 160 on plough at Almandbury an 5th April and
200 on 101h April at Coopor Bridgo S.F. A bird with its rump dyed yellow was presonlon 13th April
at Dewsbury 8.F., where two pairs which attempted to breed had their nests robbed {JRS). 70 were
at this site on 6th July.

Afier two disastrous years in 1984 and 1985, the breeding sile at Black Moss virtually has besn
desened. On 20th Juno only four adults were prosent. Two nosls were vistblo, one of tham
containing a single egg. No young were presant (MLD).

This lack of breeding success may havo been tho roason for iow numbers of birds in summar at the
Blackmoorfoot roost, which had monthly maxima of 118 on 28th June, 820 on 23rd July and 1332
on 3rd August, after which no furthar counts were made, apant from 4,550 {in combinalion with
Common Gulls) on 31st October. At Ringstone Edge Res., of ovar 1700 birds prosent on 13th
August, fowar than one hundred were juveniles.
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Other counts late in the year were 1500+ at dusk at Ringstone Edge on 30th Septembur, 470 at
Ossetlt Spa S.F. on 26th Novomber and 450, probably roosting, at ingbirchworth Res. an 31st
Decembor,

On 201h December, a total of 53 birds of this species (and two Goidaneye, Bucephala clangula))was
found dead along the east bank at Blackmoorfoot Res. The cause of death remains unknown, but
itis known not to have boen botulism (MLD).

Common Gull Larus canus
Numerous wintor and passage visilor.

Very few records received. Away from Blackmoorfoot Res., reporiad fram only six sites, with the
highest count 20 on school playing fields at Aimondbury.

AtBlackmearfool Rus., joint counts with Black-headed Gulls yielded 5,550 on 1 1th March and 4,550
on 31st Octobor. Other specific monthly maxima were six in April, ona in May, four in June, 16 in
July and 56 in August.

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Common passage and winter visitor,

Atihe Blackmoarfoot roost numbers in January {five) and February {two) were very low, partly due
to the frozen state of tha roservoir. Numbers increased through March, with a maximum of 36 on
28th, to peak at 40 on 6th April, before decreasing in May, which had seven or less apart from twelve
an 11th. In June, two birds appoared on five dales, belore numbars increased gradually through the
autumn to a paak of 183 on 16th October. The maxima for July, August and Septembar respectively
were 38, 36 and 87. Afier mid Octobur, numbers docreased gradually to the year-end, with the
November maximum of 146 on 12th and in December a maximum of 37 on 10Lh.

A bird of therace ol L. fuscus was presant on 7ih March, while singles of Lhe race L.1. intermedius
occurred on 28th March, 14th July, 16th, 22nd and 26th October.

The only other counts to reach double figuros were 50 in tields at Ossatt on 15th October, at
Broadstones Res 64 on 25th Octobar and 40 on 22nd November and 32 on Whitley Common on
9th November. Totals in low single figuras were reporied fram Denby Dale, Skelmanthorpe, Cooper
Bridge, Ringstono Edgo Ros. and ingbirchworlh Res.

Herring Gull Larus argeniatus
Common passage and winter visitor.

Good numbers were again present in the Blackmoorioot roostin the winier months at both ands of
the year. After 451 on 1st, numbers in January peaked at 531 on 25th. Counts in lhe following
months reduced to 119 on 7th February, 19 on 25th March, 12 on 9th April, with only single
individuals in May and August and no records in June or July. ARtar two birds on 30Lh Seplembar,
numbers again incroased with doublo figures reached by 31st Octobar (13}, a Novembar peak on
21istofl 177 and 242 by 25tb December. Single birds, of the race L.a. michahellis (the yellow-legged
vace which may soon be accorded specific status) end all adults except whore indicalod occurrad
on 16th Apnl {sub-adult) ang in October on 4th, 5th (sub-adult}, 10th, 1tth and 15th.

Elsewhore the only significant numbers were reporied irom Broadstones with in January 81 on 1st,
49 on 17th and 129 on 24th, 31 on 11ih November, 48 on 13th December and ¢. 30 on 14th
Decomber which departod in the direclion ol Blackmoor{oot just bieforn dusk. On 9th Novembor 51
were counted on Whitley Common.
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Other reporis in single figures anly came from Cawlhorne Park, Efland G.P., Coopar Bridge and
Ingbirchworth Res,

(celand Gull Larus glaucoidas
Scarce wintar visitor, bocoming more irrogular.

An adult at Blackmoorioot Res. on 22nd January {JMP).

AT

Glaucous Guit Larus hyperboreus
Scarce winter visitar, becoming more ircegular.

One at Blackmoortoot Res, on 20th December (JMP) and a first-winter individual {requented
Ravensthorpe Tip from 26th to 31st Decembor (JRS).

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Common wintor visilor.

The maxima at the Blackmoorfoot roost ware 229 on 24th January, 34 on 7th February {prier 1o the
froeze), only four in March, two in April, followed by a total absence until 23rd September when one
individual occurrod. By the end of October numbers had reached eleven, followed by a gradual
increase through November, maximum 57 on 23st and into December which had 188 on 25th.

Maxima at Broadstones Res. were 161 on 241h January, and 14 on st February in the early months,
followed by eight on 3tst October, 13 on 22nd Novembear and 57 on 20th Decombor. On 14th
Decomber 56 depaned towards Blackmooroct Res. at 1530 hours,

Thero were 21 an Whitley Common on 9th Novembor. Smaller numbers, all in single figures, were
reporied from Bratton Lakes, Cawthome Park and Skelmanthorpa in January.
Kittiwake Rissa iridactyla

Scarce passage visitor.

The exceplional numbers which passed through Blackmoorfoot Fes. in 1984 and 1985 were not
repeated tn 1986.



All the records were from Blackmooricot as follows: - two adults on 11th January, six on 2nd
February, single adults on 5th and 6th March, two adults on 7th March, three on 21st March; in
October two adults on 241h and cne adult on 261h, a total of 18 indjviduals.

Common Tern Stema hirundo
Uncommon passage visitor.

There wera only two records ot birds specifically identified, namely two at Blackmooriaot Res. on
20th May and an adult departing to the norih at the sama locality on 10th August.

Birds not specifically identifiod, which could have bean either this or the noxt spacies, occurred at
Blackmoorioot on 11th May (one) and on 10th August {two adults and ons immature); two were at
Efland G.P. on 23rd May and seven flow west at Marsdon on 9th September.

Arctic Tern Stema paradisaea
Uncommon passago visitor.

There wore fewer records this year than in the last two years. ln spring one at Ingbirchworth Res.
on 6th and two on 20th May, one fiying south-wost al Blackmoorioot Res. on 11th May and two at
Elland G.P. on 24th May (possibly 1ho two “Commics” of 23rd May).

tn autumn at Blackmoaorfoot an adult flow wost on 26th July and an immature west on 12th August.

Little Tern Sterna albifrons
Scarce passage visitor.

One at Blackmoorfool Aes. on 27th May laft to the wast at 0730hrs. (MLD).

Black Tern Chfidonias riiger
Scarce passage visitor,

Throe 1ed over ingbitchworth Res. in late afternoon aftor a thunderstorm on 20th May (NAP) and
an adult occurred at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 6th August (DMO, JMP).

Stock Dove Columba oenas
Resident breeder (2-3). Common winlar visitor,

The specios was not so widely reported as in most recant years, records being recaived from only
15 localitios.

Breeding was confirmed in only three totrads and evidence of probable breading obtained trom an
additional eight tetrads. Confirmed breeding ooccurred near Blackmoorioot Resarvoir, and was
considared probable at Bilberry Ros. and Winscar Fes., with up to five pairs at the latter site.

No Hocks were reportad at any time during the year; partias of nine near Broadstonas Res. and six
near Bigley in March and of 12 near Royd Moor in Juna wore the largest congregalions observed.

Waestorly movement was notod at Blackmoorfoot in March and trom mid-July, mainly July io early
Seplember, on 21 dates fo 14th December. Single birds pradominated, but there were tivo on 5th
Septembor, four on 8th August and three on three other dates.

a0



Woodplgeon Cofumba palumbus
Resident breeder (4). Numerous winter visitor.

A very poor year for records of this species, with nane of the largo movemants typical ot 1984 and
1985.

The larges! pre-season gatherings reported ware 70 at Gunthwaite on 8th March and 40 at Carr
Woad on 30th April. At Ossett Spa S.F. 260 passed to lha north-east on Blh February and 60 ta the
north on 11th March. 53 were al Horbury on 3rd June.

Broeding was confirmed in twelve tetrads, considered probable in another twelve and possible in
an additional thirteen tetrads.

Post-breeding flocks were lew and low in number, maxima roported boing 21 at Scammenden on
19th August, 43 at Drop Clough on 20th October and 100 at Gunthwaite on 22nd November.

Coltared Dove Streptopsefia decaocto
Resident brooder (3).

Breading was confirmed in seven tetrads in the Blackmoorfoat, Fenay Bridge, Dalton, Almondbury
and Nothertan areas and svidence for probable breoding obtainod in sleven additional tetrads. The
species was again reported as being reqular in the Hinchliff Mill area, where birds were recorded
for the first ime in 1985, but seen only imegularly at Qutiane.

Ttie only sizeablo flocks reported wore 34 roosting at Almondbury on 18th January and 13 at Uppor
Denby on 30th October.

Turlle Dove Streplopelia turtur
Migrant breedear {1-2).

Tha first occurred at Blackmoaorfoot Aes. on 6th May, with the next a singing male at Detfer Wood
on 13th May.

In the breeding season birds occurred in five tetrads in SE21, including a singing male in June at
Horbury Bridge, two singing males at Deffer Wood in June, and at Horbury Wyke two birds on 22nd
May, 5th and 6th June and 21st August, with onp at Hoalny, Ossalt on 26th June.

In autumn one flow south at Honloy on 11th July, one was at Springwood, Bretion on 18th July and

one at Skelmanthorpe on 19th August.

Ring-necked Parakeel Psittacula krameii
The bird seen in Almondbury throughout 1985 remained in the area in January and February (SMC,
DM) but was not seen subsequently; it may have succumbed during the cold spoll.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Migrant breeder (2).

Tha anly bird roportad in April was at Hall Diko on 26th, with the noxt at Digley on 1st May; seven
localities bad birds by the end of the lirst week of May.
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Roportod from slightly fowar localities than in provious years and noted as scarce in the sastof the
area, with no records from Gunthwaite and anly one record of g singing male on 281h May from tha
Caoxloy Valley,

Most birds were reported from the moorland fringe and the associalad cloughs. Thraa or four birds
were presenton 15th June in the Little Don Valley, whare courtship and mating wera observed, the
naarest indication to provad breeding which was roceived.

Bern Ow! Tyto alba
Resident breeder (1).

Afiar a slightly improved picture last year, 1986 provad to be discouraging.

The only records received were of singlo birds near Mirfiald on 11th February (DMS,JNW}, at
Skeimanthorps on 11th and 17th May (DB}, the first seen thara since 1975/76, near Naw Miiton 41h
July and 23rd August (DM} and at Bentiey Springs on 31st October (GBS},

Little Owl Athene noctua
Resident breeder (2).

Breoding was confirmed for singlo pairs in the Longwood Valloy, at Lindley Moar, Skelmanthorpe,
Crosland Hill and Houses Hill.

Othar birds waro located in the breeding season at Royd Moor {iwo areas), Lepton, Colnobridge,
Uppor Heaton, Drop Clough, Hoyland Bank, Horbury (two areas), near Bretton,Scammonden,
Diglay, Hincliffe Mill, near Flockton, Almondbury and Cupwith; additionat birds occurred outside the
bresding season at Honley, Netherton, Blackmoarioot, Flush House, Cawthorne Park, Nareroft and
Gunthwaile.

Roadside casualtios were faund on 6th February in Emiey village and on 1st June at Springwood,
Bretion.

Tawny Owl Strix afuco
Resident breader (2).

Breeding was proved at Bretton Park {four pairs, two succossful), Aimondbury, Hall Dika, Holme
Styes, near Holmfirth and Gunthwaite. The breeding birds survey indicated probable breeding in
nine additional 1otrads, but obsarvars who have contributed records for the annual raport recarded
soma faorty pairs in about thirly localities in the breeding season, with single birds in several other
areas.

Long-eared Ow! Asio oius
Resident breedor (1).

As a result of survey work lor the breeding atlas, a breeding pair was found in a previously
unsuspected locality in the east of the area.

Negative reporis only ware received from traditional breeding sites.
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
Rosident /migrant breeder {1) and scarco wintar visitor.

in the early part of the year up ta four were presant in the Snailsdan area in January (JMD). Ono
was at Horbury on 26th Fehruary (DP).

Birds were prosentin the breeding seasonin four moorland aroas, at ono of which a nest with soven
addled eggs was found and at anather an adult was seen hunting and carrying food to two yaung
birds. In a third area one hunted ovor moorland early in Juno.

In September, single birds were at Holme Styas an 18th, Drop Clough on 28th and Cupwith on 25th,

Swift Apus apus
Migrant breader (2).

The first birds of the year appoarod on the rather lato date af 5th May, when singles were at
Blackmoorfoat Res. and Harbury and at least aight at ingbirchwarlh Res. The naxt were at
Almondbury, Crosland Moar and Honley on 8th and birds had arrivad at many localitie s by mid-May.
Blackmoorfoot had birds daily from 8th May wilh maxima of 80 an 20th, 93 on 22nd and 94 on 291h
with good numbers continuing into Juna which had 96 on 3rd and 92 an 7th.

ingbirchworth Res. regularly had aver a hundred in May, with 200 an 13th, 17th and 251h and 300
on 21sl, but numbers peaked at over 1000 on 12th June.

Repaorts during the breading season wnre somowhal contradictory. In tho Longwood Vailey, birds
ware more frequent and in larger numbers (up to 80 birds) than in 1985, but numbers wera
considorad to bo down in Milnsbridge (only ¢.20 birds in July), in Aspley andin the Almondbury area;
goad numbers ware also reported lrom the Denby Dale area. Breading was praved in twalve tetrads
and considered probable in seven others; brod at Aspley, Hall Dike, Almondbury, Marsden and
doublless many other localities.

No sizeabls flocks were reported afler the breeding season. General departare had taken placa by
mid-August, but thero were several early September records: - one at Marsden on 1st, ap to five
at Denby Dale and 25 south at ingbirchworth on 2nd, one flying north-west at Honley on 8th with
ono at Horbury Wyke on 8th the last.

Kinglisher Alcedo atthis
Resident breeder {1).

There was a wolcome upsurge in sightings this year. Breeding was confirmad lor five pairs, one on
the R.Colne, ano on the R. Don, one on the R. Doarne and two on the Fenay Bock. Three other
tatrads recorded probable breeding andbirds were also noted in the bronding seasonatElland G.P .,
Asploy, Cawthorne and Gunthwaite.

Qutside the breading season birds ware notod on tho canal ot Linthwaite, Baghouse, Denby Daie,
Longwood Ros., Folly Hall, Lockwood, Blackmoorfoot Res., Scout Dike Res., Tunnel End Res,
Slaithwaite and Milnsbridge. There was a particularly inleresting series of records from the
FollyHall/ Kings Mill Lana area noar the town centre with sightings in January, June, August,
Soptember, October and December and is perhaps an indication of the improvemont in the
cleanlinoss of our Jocal watorways.



Green Woodpecker Picus viriois
Residant breedar {1-2)

Evidence callected for the breeding survey showed confirmed breading in only one tetrad {(in SE11),
probable breading in lour letrads and possible breeding in five othars - a lolal of only tan telrads,
Howaever, records submilted for Ihe annual report indicate proved breeding also al Springwood
{Bretion), Hall Dike and Deflar Wood with other pairs or calling birds present during the breeding
season in 17 additional lecalities. Oulsida the breeding season, birds were presentin a turther ten
areas.

Much work is obviously needed to establish the true breeding status of this (and many other}
spocias.

Gresl Spotied Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Resident breeder {2).

Breeding was conlirmed at Bretton Park, Coxley Valley, Detier Wood, Oxspring, Windybank Wood,
Booth Waod, Langwood Valley, Royd House Weod, Moilicar Wood, Hall Dike Valley {two pairs),
Dean Wood, Spring Wood, Hondey Wod, Mag Wood and Lepton Great Wood (two pairs). A newly
excavaled nest--hole at Hinchliffe Mill was usurpod by Starlings.

Birds were preseni and probably bred at Morlon Wood, Holme Styas, Norlh Dean Wood, Cannon
Hall, Cawthorne Park, Anchor Wood, Hey Wood, Mall Spring, Drop Clough, Denby Dale, Beaumont
Park, Big Valley, Hagg Wood, Aimondbury, Springwood {Bretion) and Grimescar.

Fifteen other localities had birds outside the breeding season.

Bird-1ables at Aimondbury and Edgerion were again visited regularly dunng the winmar, with one also
in a Sheepridge garden on 111th February.

Lesser Spolted Woodpacker Dendrocopos minor
Resident breeder {1).

Breeding was confirmed at Bretton Lakes (GB,G}) and othor birds were seen or heard drumming in
late April/May in two areas near Almondbury (D5 + VAL) and in two localities at Gunthwaile {CB).

Elsewhere there was a good spread ol records indicaling either a spread ol the species, increased
observer activily or a greater awareness ol the species’ calls which olten draw atlentian toil. Singles
were al Dalfer Wood on 9th February {DB), Netherlon an 8th February (WDH), near Elland on 22nd
February {55), Denby Dale on 3rd March (DB), Springwood (Brefan)on 1 1th July {GBS), Longwood
Valley on 19th July (CCT}, Cannon Hall on 4th November (GC, KDH) and at Broad Oak, Gunthwaite
on 11th October and 12th Decemnber {CB).

Aninteresting record in view of its proximity fo the fown centre and the date is of a female found dead
outside the School ol Music at Huddersfield Technical College, Highlields on 30th June (JW).

Skylsrk Alauda arvensis
Resident breeder (3-4}

On 4lh January 26 flew south-south-east at Skelmanthorpe, where the next were three in song on
10th March. On 5th January at Jeast 55 were counted on plough near Cawthorne.

34



Return to the higher breeding areas took place from early March with one flying west at Crostand
Moor and two singing at Honloy on 6t and the first of the yoar at Marsden, 28 on Whitley Common
and lour moving west at Blackmoorioot alt on 8th March. Later in March, westerly movement was
noted on 15th at Blackmoarfoot {eight}, on 25th at Almondbury (43) and on 27th at Dalton {16) and
good numbars were prosent at Broadstonas on 29th.

The broeding survey showed birds presantin 37 tatrads, but broxfing was confirmed in anly aight
of these.

Autumn movemont {(all of birds moving west} was noted at Blackmoarfoot on 11th Octobor (11) and
2nd November {17}, Aoyd Moor Res. on 28th September {20in 15 minutas} and Drop Ciough, which
had 23 on 30th Septembor and 23 again on 26th October, There were two lato birds at
Blackmoarioot on $5th Novomber.

Sand Martln Riparia riparia
Migrant, former broeder.

The slight upturn in the fortunes of this spocias on a national level in 1986 was roflected locally with
birds boing recordod on almost twice as many datos as in 1985, All records are listed bolow,

Rirds were |ato in spring, tho earliest being six at Brotton Lakos on 181h April, followed by two at
Blackmoorfoot Res. and one at Osselt Spa S.F. on 24th, five at Ingbirchworch Res, on 25th, singles
at Brelton and Ingbirchworth on 27th and at Elland G.P. on 28th, with fivo moving west at
Scammonden on 30th April. In May, Ingbirchworth Aes. had two on 3rd and one on 5th, while
Blackmoerioot Res. had threo on 12th and singles on 16th and 17th.

In autumn Blackmoorioot had birds on tho following dates {singles unioss statod): - 12th, 18th, 27th
{two) and 281h July (four), 1st (four), 7th {two), 16th {two}, 19th and 23rd August {two} and 2 1st
September {two). Sixwere at Horbury S.F. on 26th August, one atIngbirchworth Res. on31stAugust
and one at Brotton Lakes on 3rd Seplember.

Swallow Mirundo rustica
Migrant breedar (4). Numerous passage visitor.

Birds wero very lata in arriving, the first not boing recordod until 23rd April at Whitley Common,
Blackmoorfool Aes. and Ossett Spa S F. {two). The next were throe at Lockwood on 24th, ono at
Fenay Bridge, ona at Denby Dale and threa more at Blackmoarfoot on 25th, followod by three at
Bretton Lakos and one at Midgloy on 26th, 12 at Ingbirchworth Aes., ano at Coaper Bridga S.F. and
two at Honley on 271h. Birds were desciibed as boing well establisbed in the Denby Dale and
Skelmanthorpe areas by the end of April.

Few large gatherings wore reparied in May except for 100 on 5th and 300 on 14th at Hope Bank
S.F., 150 atElland G.P.also on 5th and 50 or more on eight dates at Inghirchworth Res. with maxima
there of 180 on 14th and 200 on 21st followed by a rapid disporsal.

In the breeding survoy, birds wera racorded in 41 tetrads, wilh breeding proved in 26 of those and
probable in ten othors. A pair was slill foeding young in the nest at Fenay Bridgs on the very late
data of 15th Saptembar.

The largest post-bresding gatharings were 35 at Blackmoorfoot on 6th and 50 at West Staithwaite
an 28th September, Birds had generally doparied by the end of Seplomber, but there wero October
tecords from eight localities including, Blackmoorfoot Res. where thare were southerly movements
of 19 on 2nd and 28 on 3rd, with the last two flying south at Horbury on 14th and one at Marsden
on 20th.
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Housa Martin Delichon vrbica
Migrant breeder (3).

The first arrived at Marsden on 23rd April, followed by ona at Lindloy on 24th, singles at Cawthorne
and Hinchliffe Mill and two at Skelmanthorpe on 26th, three at Ingbirchworth Res. and thrae at
Bretion Lakes on 27th, with birds reported from three other lacalilies by the month end. The specias
was well established by 15th May at Denby Dale and Skelmanihorpe.

in Spring the largest gatherings were 30 at Hill Top Res. an 11th, 100 + at Hope Bank S.F. on 14th
and 130 at Brockholes S.F. on 18th May, but thé majority were reported from ingbirchworth Res.,
where there was a gradual builg-up through May with 80 on 8th, 120 on 14th, 100 on 15thand 17th
and a peak of 500 en 21st then falling to 200 on 24th and 50 at tho month-ond.

Breeding was confirmed in 19 tetrads and probable in six athers.

Blackmootfoot Res. had monthly maxima of 50 on 31st July, 60 on 16th August and 50 on 7th
Septamber. Other high counts in autumn were 120 at Horbury Wyke an 26th August, 200 at Cannon
Halll on 12th September and 50 over West Bretton on 17th September,

Birds were noted in October at Blackmooriool Res. {2nd and 11th), Almondbury {7th), Honley (9th),
Newsome (13th) and Marsden (22nd), but the last were single birds seen at Almondbury and Denby
Dale on 9th Novemnbaor.

Trea Pipht Anthus trivialis
Migrant breeder (3).

Birds were vory lato in arriving. The first was one at Drop Clough on 20th April, followed by one at
Woodsome Lees on 22nd and at Skelmanthorpe Common, Defler Wood, Gunthwaite Dam and in
tha Digley area on 26th.

Fifty singing males waro locatod in May and Juno, loss than half the 1985 total, althaugh na count
was received this year from the LangsetuLittle Don Valley araa which last year held 23 singing
males. Twleve singing males wera reported from Doffor Wood (where proof of breeding was
abtained} and ten from tho Hall Dike Valloy. Breeding was confirmed only at Deffer Wood and
Skelmanthorpe Common, where an adult was carrying foed en 12th August.

Blackmoorfoot had single birds on 1st, 171h and 191h August. Thae fast record was of a bird flying
south at Ingbirchwarth on 7th Soptembar,

Meadow Plplt Anthus pratensis
Rosident braodor {4-5). Partial migrant.

Winlering birds were reported in January from Snittlogate, two on 1st, Skelmanthorpo two on 3rd,
Silkstene S.F. at least two on 5lh, Crasland Hill two an 17th with 20 at Ossett Spa S.F. on 8th
February.

Waestward movement and a roturn 10 upland areas were notad from mid-March, commencing with
eighl wost at Blackmoarfoat on 15th, 23 at Digley on 2154, on 27th 33 flew wasl at Dalton and birds
had raturned to fields near Honley, 73 New west in ten minutes at Crosland Hill on 281h, 52 were at
Digley and 160 in the ingbirchworth arca an 30th and 30 were near Lowerhousos on 31st.
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The now familiar spring build-up occurrod in 1he Digley area in April with 110 on 11th, 150 on 19th
and 200 on 30th, Also in Aprif, 204 wore al Scammonden on 5th, 30+ at Blackmorfoot on 1st and
30 al Ossott Spa S5.F. on 1t1th.

Hirds wete widespread in the breading season and confirmed breeding was reported from 20
tetrads.

Signilicant movements wora noted at snverai localities in the autumn; a1 Blackmootfoo1 74 on 2nd
and 27 on 3rd Octobor all moving south, 32 south at Deer Hill on 5th Oclober, at Wholostone Moor
60 west on 7th Septamber, 50 wost in threo hours on 281h Seplember, 300 wast in two and a hall
hours on 11th October reducing to 25 wast in two and a half hours by 20th Octobwr, a total of 253
over Almondbury betwean 19th and 28th September. The highost numbers were recordud at
Marsdon with the following totals - 468 west on 30th Septamber, and in Octobor 182 west on (st
66 west on 2nd, 38 west on 3rd, 18 wost on 5lh end 12 west on 26th.

Two wore at Royd Moor on 9th Novembar,

Yellow Wagtall Motacilla flava
Migrant broadar (1),

Thera was a slight increase in records on 1985.

Spring birds occurred at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 4th and 13th May (two), with one at Emlay
Woodhousa on the latter date. Birds were present al Armitago Bridge and in the Hall Dike Valley
{OM) in Juna, but with no proof of broeding, and one was at Boshaw Whams on 28th Juno.

Two pairs bred at Horbury S.f., rearing sevan young (JRS).

In August one was at Broadstones Aos. on 6th, iwo ware at Ingbirchworth Res. on 23rd, with one
present on 25th. Tha ramaining autumn ecords all came from Blackmoorfoot as follows: - in August
ona soulh on 14th, three on 18th, one south and two grounded on 20th, one on 23rd, ono on 30th
and 3151 faliowed by tho last bird on 8th September.

Grey Wagtall Moiacifla cinerea
Residsnt treeder (2).

Once again there was an increase in reporied sightings, from 45 focalitias. The bird which was in
an Edgerton garden up to the end of 1985 was sean again on 7th and 8th January.

Breeding was confirmed in nine tatrads, all in SEO{ and SE11 and occurred at Thongsbridge,
Mirfield, Woodbottom Miils, Tunnet End Res. (wo pairs), Eastergate {(Marsden), Hill Top Res.,
Meltham Mills, Marrydale Clough, near Sparth Res., Ingbirchworth and Lockwood Browery, with
additional braeding season pairs at nine other sitos, while single birds were sean in the breading
season at seven furthor localities.

in winter up to three birds occurrad at Ossett Spa, Horbury and West Brotion Sowago Farms.
Blackmoorfoot Res. had a good serias of records, with birds prasont on 31 datas betwoon 8lh July
and 2nd Novomber, mainly singles, but lhree on 91st August. At Wholestons Moor, Oullane,

westorly mnovoment was observed on 7th and 28th September (twa birds each), with hwo moving
west al Blackmoorfool on 2Gth October,
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Pled Wagtall Motacilla alba
Rasident breeder (3).

Few counts were macko at the Civic Centre roost, the maximum being 150+ on 2nd January while
an $3th February 50+ had gathered on tho nearby car park prior (o roosling.

Early in the year the largest llocks reporied were of 12 at Osseft Spa S.F. on 8th February, 30 at
Horbury S.F. on 20th February, 16 at Sitkstono S.F. on 30th March and 32 at Brockholas S.F. on
12th April, .

Presence was reported from 29 tetrads in tho breeding season, at 16 of which breeding was
confirmed and considered probabla in six others. Pairs bred at High Hoyland, Fenay Bridgs, Brelton
Lakes, Tunnol End, Hall Dike, South Crosland, Armitaga Bridge, Almondbury, Primrose Hill,
Marsden, Osselt Spa and West Bretton S.F_, with other pairs at Cooper Bridgo S .F., Dowsbury S.F.
and Digley.

The only visible passago nolod was 14 birds moving wost at Drop Clough on 26th October.

Birds showing characteristics of White Wagtail fM.a. alba) were reportod from QOssett Spa S.F. on
22nd April and Cawthorne Beck, three on 17th April.

Dipper Cinclus cinclus
Resident breeder (2).

Breeding was canfirmed from Fanay Back, Merrydale Clough, Marton Wood, beneath Manchester
Road at Slaithwaite, Littto Don Valley, Denby Dale, West Vale, Tunnsl End, Meltham Marsden
Clough, Blakeley Res., Ryburn Res. and Waterloo, with addilional pairs at Hall Dike and
Thunderbridge. Reports were not forthcoming Irom several other known breeding sites. Single birds
in the breeding season occurred at Digley Wood Bottom, Hey Clough, Black Brook and the contre
ot Hoimfirth.

QOutsido the broeding season, birds were reported from a furthor eleven localities, including
Blackmoorioot Res., where a single individual was seen on 2nd and 15th November,
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Wren Troglodyles trogfodytos
Resident breadoer (3).

As a rosult of the pilot survey carried out for the breeding atlas, birds were located in 36 tetrads,
breading boing confirmad in eight (six of thase is SE11), probablu in 20 and possibla in aight.

Five or six were in song in the Yateholme aroa on 13th April, and three ware singing at Digley on
3rd May.

Dunnock Pruneffa modularis
Residont breodor (3).

Four present in an Oakas garden throughout January and Fabruary were regarded as unusual,

The breeding atlas rovoaled its presonce in 40 tetrads, making it the elaventh most widespread
breeding spacias, with confirmed breeding in 11, probabla breading in 21 and possible broeding in
eight tetrads.

Robin Erithacus rubecula
Rosident breeder {4-5).

{n the cold spell in January/February four or five regularly ted togother in a Hinchiifia Mill gardon..
with a peak of six/sevon on 10th February.

Occurring in 43 talrads. it was tha fifth most widosproad breeding spocios. Brneding was confirmod
in 24 and probable in 16 tetrads,

Redstart Phoanicurus phoenicurus
Migrant breador {2).

The firstwas on 26th April a1 Bilberry Dam, where the next arrivals, threo on 3rd May, also occurred.

Breoding was conlirmed at Windybank Wood, Digley, Hall Dike (two pairs) and Mornton Woad, with
additional singing males at Boothrayd Wood, Windybank Wood, Diglay area (throe), Booth Wood,
Swindon area {seven), Yaleholme and Holmo Styes. One also occurred at Gunthwaite on 51h May.,

After the breeding season birds occurred at Hinchliffe Mill on 3rd August, at Denby Dale from 28th
Augustto 2nd September and at Wholostono Moaor on 7th Septnmbor, Lho last racord for the year.
Threo were caught and ringed at Blackmoorfoot Res.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
Migrant breedor (2),

The firstwas notrecorded until 2nd May, when amaloe was at Snailsden, with the next at Gunthwaite
on 4th and Ingbirchworth on 5th May.

Thers was a considerable decrease in the number of reports received and in the number of birds
reporied from occupied localitias compared with 1985. Brooding was provoed at Blakelay Res., Deor
Hill Moss, Broadstones, Beddingsedge, Snailsden and tho Little Don Valley, with additienal pairs
at Wessenden, Ellentreo Brow and Scammonden {three), and singing males at Booth Dam,
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Rishwarlh Moor and Ingbirchworth, Nono was Jocaled at Harden Clough, where two pairs bredin 1985.

The last birds were three on Bth and two on 22nd Seplember at Dewsbury S.F.

Stonechal Saxicofa torquaia
Scarce passage visitor. Occasional breeder(1).

The only racord was of a pair with recantly lledgod juvenilas at Ramsdan Clough in July (DJH). This
is a ramarkable reflaction of the 1885 breeding record from Snailsdon.

Wheatear Oenanthe cenanthe
Migrant breoder (2).

Two at Scammonden on 30th March were the lirst, tollowed by threg males at Digley and ten males
at Whitley Commonon 1st April, the birds atthe latter locality passing through vary quickly. Four males
and two females wero at Digley on 2nd April and a pair en Rishworth Moor on 5th. No largs spring
concentrations were reported Jrom lhe usval favoured areas, sight together near Broadstones Lodge
on 18th May being the largest party. A male was on Castle Hill on 1st May.

Breeding was proved in the Doanhead/Scammaonden area, Boolth Dam Quarry, Rishworth Moor and
Deer Hill. Tho only other localitios from which pairs ware reported in tho broeding season were Lower
Owlers Graen and Buckstones, much fewer than in provious ysars.

After the end of August the only birds recorded were a male at Drop Clough on 26th September and
a female or immaturs at Gannon Hall on 30th September.

N,
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The firstwas a male which flew into the Digloy area at 1530 hours on 19th March, the noxt boing a male
in tho Little Don Valley on 22nd. No further reports were recoived until 3rd April when thrae males and
a fomale wero at Digley incroasing to eight {five males) an 4th; an 9th thoro were eight males in tho
arca with a further increaso to eloven, again all malos, on 11th.

Ring Ousel Turdus torquatus
Migrant breedor {2).
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A male feeding on the railway ombankment at Horbury Wyke on 25th April (JRS) was unexpected.

Breeding was confirmed only at Blakeley Res. whara a bird was carrying food on 15th June. Paits
were localed in the Bilberry Res. area (two) and on Rishworth Moat, wilth additional males at Deer
Hill, Harden Clough, Wessenden Head, Rishworth Moor, Booth Dam, Ramsden Ciough and above
tiolmeo (two).

A late bird, a male, was at Digley an 8th Octoher alhough it could sgqually havo been a nawly arrived
individual asitcoincidod wilh aninflux ot 14 Fieldtaros, 41 Redwings, and 34 Bramblings intha same
locality (JMP}).

Blackbird Turdus morula
Resident brender (5}). Numnrous wintar visitor.

This was the lhird most widespread broeding specias in the tetrad survny, occurring in 49 tetrads
with brending conlirmnd in 30 of these. Four young lledged from a nast at Aimondbury built on the
ground in nettlos, but a pair which nested behind the Whita Lion Pub in Cross Church Street was
lass successiul, the female sitting on aggs for nearly four weeks bnfore abandoning them.

No large numbaers were reported; in the early months up to twelve in an Oakes garden in January/
February and eleven at Outlane on 25th January being the biggast panlies. The same Qakes garden
held at feast 20 on 191h September and thera was svidence of an influx on 17th October at Drop
Clough, where 35 were prasent, compared with a morn usual figure of about six.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
Numorous passage and winter visitor. Has bred,

Cold weather in the socond half ol Decomber mpant that very fow Fisldfaros wero in the area at the
ond of 1985 and this situation became even mare noticoable in the first two months of 1986. Birds
were reparted from liftean localitiss in Janvary, mainly in fow single figures, with 60 at ingbirchworth
and 30 at Skelmanthorpe oe 15, 200 at Horbury on 4th, 42 at Drop Clough and 20 at Silkstone S F.
on 5th and 38 on 11 at Almondbury.

In Fobruary birds were even more diflicult to comsa by, the only reports being two in agarden atOakes
on Blh, three at Gunthwaite on 12th and one feoding on cotoneasler berries in a Skeimanthorpe
garden on 22nd.

The onset of milder weaihor in March heralded a retura, but it was not until 19th that any large
numbars appearod. On that date 500 were lacated in Spicer House Lane. Subseguently in March,
450 were at Royd Moor on 22nd, 120 at Almondbury on 25th, 1000 in three flocks in the
Ingbirchworth area on 29th and 69 at Shollay on 31s1. Good numbers remainod in April, with 400
a! Ingbirchworlh on 1st and 750 there on 4th, when there were also 200 in Digley Bottom, and at
Gunihwaite 500 on &th, 600 on 18th and 350 on 24th, Flocks of up to 50 wore noted in five othor
localities.

Mavemonts of up 10 70 birds, mainly on a wasterly or southarly track wora recorded on ton dates
and frem half a dozen sites, mainly in the last weehk of March,

The last spring birds were two in a Hinchlifle Mill garden an 26th April.

The tirstreturning bird in auturnn did not appear until $stQctobor atWhitley Common. The next were
14 at Digley and five flying west at Almondbury on Bth, followed by three at Blackmoarfoot on 10th
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Oclober. Numbers romained low throughout October, with Blackmoorfoot rocording birds on only
tive more days, maximum 12 on 201th, and the only largs flocks were 130 in Spicer House Lane on
25th, with 45 grounded and 133 flying west at Drop Claugh on 26th. Single figures were reported
on three other dates,

Numbers increased considerably in Novembor, Blackmoorioot having birds on eight dates, mainly
in the early part of the monlh, with maxima ol 253 moving west and north-wost on 2nd, 97 south-
west on 15th and 47 norlh-west on 28th, Elsowhere 36 were at Horbury Wyke an 3rd, 50 at Royd
Moor on 9th, at Honley 41 movoed west on 6th and 100 south on t1th, when 116 were grounded at
Bretton, {ater in tho month, 200+ were near Nethorthong on 15th, 60 at Almondbury on 18th, at
Brefian 180 on 24th and 100 on 28th, whoen 20 floew west over Lindley Moor and on 30th, 30 were
at New Hall, Flockton and 30 in Carr Lane, ingbirchwonh.

Very lew remained in December, the anly reports of grounded birds being twelve at Oakes on 12th,
200 at Spicer House Lane on 26th and up 10 three on three dates at Blackmoarfoot, The only
movaments recorded wore 64 flying wost at Drop Clough on 18th and 12 north-west at
Blackmoorfoot on 26Lh,

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
Resident breeder (4).

Recorded in 38 tetrads in tho bresding survey, making it tho twelfth most widespread spacies,
although breeding was proved in only 18.

No racords were receivad of any flocks, nor was any mavement noted through the area.

Twa at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 13th Docomber pravided an unusual wintor record for that locaiity.

Redwing Turdus ifiacus
Numerous passage and wintar visitor.

Birds were very hard to come by in the first two months, a rosult of the vory hard wealher. In January,
birds were reported from only oight localities, two of lhese being in gardens; the enly double figure
totals were 20 at Skelmanthorpe on 1st, 104 at Bretton Park on 3rd, 18 at Oakas on 1Bth, 13 at
Blackmoorioot on 25th and at Almondbury 60 on 24th, 10 on 26th and 28 on 28th. Birds were even
scarcer in February, boing reporied from only four sitas, three of these being gardens, with a
maximum of six at Almondbury on 18th,

There was a slightincrease in March, but numbers wero still relatively low, most reports coming from
tha Gunthwaite area, which had 75 on 15th, 90 on 15th and 50 on 29th and 150 flying over on 31st.
Tho only April records wera twalve at Dewsbury S.F. on 4th and twa at Blackmoorfoot an 18th.

In October, the first returning birds were recordod at Almondbury, whare two on 6th and three on
7th all flew west, followod by 41 grounded at Digloy on Bth, Biackmoortoot had birds on nine dates,
afl single figuros apart from a high scare of 363 moving wost on 1Bth, 8irds were heard passing ovnr
Dalton on 13th and six flew over Bretton on 26th, when there was an excollent passage of 228
moving west at Drop Glough, which had 43 grounded birds on 17th.

Numbers in November wera also very low. Blackmoorfoot bad a total o1 33 individuals on four dates,

tho ogly othor records being nine at Horbury S.F. on 3rd, 80 at Donby Dale on 61h, one at
Nelhentheng on 15th, 40 a1 Hoylaadswaine on 22nd and two at New Hall, Flockton on 30th.
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Birds virtually disappeared entiroly in Docomber, the only reports coming from Blackmoorfoat which
had up to four birds on just thren dates and Horbury S F. whore thare were clovan on 141h.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
Resident breeder (3}.

Tha breeding survey showed birds to be presantin 35 tetrads, in 20 of which breeding was provaed.
Ono of a pair nesling in a gardon conifnr at Hinchliffe Mill was Jound dead on 4th May, after which
activity coased.

No movements were obsorved and tha only reports ol post-hraading season parties were of 12 and
28 respectively on 251h and 301h Soplembor al Scammondon, with eight at Digloy on 8lh October.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoonobaenus
Migrant broeder (1),

One atHorbury S.F. on 26th April (JRS) was carly. Malos wero singing at Horbury Wyko on 5th and
28th May and 6th July, at Elland G.P. on 241h, when five birds wera present, and 29th May and 7th
June and cne was beside the A. Caldar at Healey Mills on 20th Juna (DP).

In August single birds were caught and ringed on four dates to 31st at Blackinootioot and one was
inreedmace on the canat bolow Golcar on 14th Soptembor {JP), the latest ovor recordedin the aroa.

Lesser Whitethroal Sylvia curruca
Migrant breeder (1).

The first was a singing male at Gunthwaite Dam on 2nd May followed by singles at Horbury Wyke
on 3rd and at Ingbirchworth on Sth.

Breeding occurred at Gunthwaite, where fledged young were seen on 14th June and at Horbury
Wyke, where three different males held territories and a family party was snen on 7th July, Adults
were feeding atloasttwo recently fledged young inagarden at Dalton on 28th July, two adults having
first been sean on 13th June and again on 16th July, but not in between, an indication of how
inconspicuous this species can ba,

Singing males wero also located in May in the Coxloy Valloy and at Stocksmoor Common on 28lh
and a pair was near Silkstone S.F. on 8th Juno

InAugustsingles ware at Royd Moor Res. on 17th, Blackmoorfoot Res. on 18lhwith tha lastat Dalton
on 30th.

Whitethroat Syivia communis
Migrant broeeder {1-2).

The first were two at Horbury Wyko on 1st May, with the next a foemale feeding in rhododendrons
at Digley on 3rd May, followed by a male at Silkstone S.F. on 5th, ono at Elland G.P. on 13th and
ong at Clayton West on 181h.

Breeding was confirmed only at Horbury Wyke and near Bretion roundabout, but the number of
singing males showed a welcome increase over recent years. Except for tour in the area of Elland
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G.P_, allwere in the eastern part of tha club aroa. Nineteen singing males were located, but although
breeding was considered probable in six tetrads, many birds sang only briefly and may have moved
out of the aroa,

n autumn ane appearead in a garden al Wooldale on 23rd August, one at Skelmanthorpe on 24th
August, and one at Bretton Park on 31st August. Dewsbury S.F. had five on 26th August and the
last of the year on 1st September.

Garden Warbler Syivia borin
Migrant breeder (2}.

The first was a1 Bretton Park on 6th May, followed by singles singing at Stocksmoor Common and
in tha canlre of Holmfirth on 10th, at Deffer Wood on 11th and sevaral other sitas having birds at
the end of the month.

There was a reduction in the numiber of singing males compared with 1985. Birds wero roported in
the breeding season from only 13 localities and totalled 22 singing males induding lour each at
Deffer Wood and in the Silkstone area and throa at Bretton Park. Breading was proved only at the
second of these focalitics. With tho exception of ona singing ragularly in May at Digloy Bottom and
one in the Little Don Valley on 15th June all records were trom the eastern part of the area in SE20
and SE21.

At Blackmoorioot Res. five were caught and ringed betwaon 20th July and 16th August, the last of
which stayed until 24th August, tha latost rocard for the year.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Migrant breeder (2-3). Scarce winter visitor.

On 1st January, two malas and a female frequented a Sheepridge garden, whilst other wintering
birds were noted in gardens at Meltham on 2nd February {male), Ossett an 91h February {male)
and Almondbury on 23%st January (femalo), 22nd February (male) and reguiarly in March (male and
female).

Spring birds were fato in arriving, the first being two at Horbury Wyke on 26th April, with a further
two at Detler Wood and four or live at Bretion Lakes on 27th April. The next were not recorded until
3rd May atCawthorne and 1 1th May at Beaumont Park and Lockwood Cemetary. Arrivals continued
to ba protracted, the first birds at many localitias not bing recorded until the last week of May or
even into Juno.

Birds were raportad from 31 localitios, with a total of 56 singing males, including nine at Deffer Woad,
six at Brotlon Lakas and threa at Windybank Wood, only halt the tolal 1985 scora. Braeding was
confirmed at Longwood, Fanay Bridge, Almondbury and Horbury Wykse and considered probable
in 16 other tetrads.

Birds occurred at Blackmoorfoot Res on four dates in July and August. The last were two in the
Longwood Valley an 13th and a male at Golcar on 14th September; these wore the only records atier
the and of August.

Waod Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Migrant breeder (1-2).

The first arrival an 3rd May at Honley Wood was a week earlier than the next individuals at
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Windybank Wood and Deaflar Wood (twa} on §0th. These wers follownd by singing males at
Boaumont Park and Grogory Spring Wood an 11th May, Harbury on 12th May, Denby Dals on 14th
May and Hey Wood on 17th May.

Thirty-three singing males woro located at 26 sites, a lhreefold increase on 1985. Many birds
however sang on only one or two datos and did not stay.

Breading was proved at Windybank Wood, Toby Wood (Denby Dalae), Hagg Wooed, North Dean
Wood and Dofler Wood, whare one pair was successiul but a second nost containing seven young
was predated (BBSG).

None was reported after the end of June,

Chilfchaff Phylioscopus collybita
Migrant breeder (2).

The first was a bird recorded in a Lindloy Moor garden on 31st March, but the next arrivals were
widely separated in date and Jocality: - 4th April at Elland G.P., 131h Apri{ at Bretton Lakes {two) and
22nd April at Horbury Wyka.

Singing males were lacated in 13 areas and totalled 24, including five at Doffer Wood and Brettan
Lakes, and threa in the Hall Dike Valley, a situation very similar to Izst yoar. Breoding howover was
confirmed in only one locality in SE13, and probable in sleven other tatrads. Two birds wara still
singing at Deffer Wood on 14th September, when eight were present.

Blackmeerfoot Res. had records on five dates, of which two ware in spring and three in autumn,
including ane on 8lh October.

Late birds were recorded at Denby Dale on 10th November {DB) and at Golcar an 7th Decomber
(CH).

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochitus
Migrant breedor (3-4).

Cnuo at Linthwaito on 11th April was over a week earlier than the nex1 arrivals al Boaumont Park on
20th and at Bradloy and Gunthwaile Dam on 21st. General amival occurrad from 25th and especially
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an 26th April, when the following counts of singing birds wera made: - 17 at Skelmanthorpe, 124 at

Hall Diko, six al Bretlon Lakes, 14 at Doffor Wood and six at Horbury. A total of about two hundred
singing males was reportod in the Club area, breading was confirmed in 18 tetrads and evidence
of probable bresding abtained in 21 others.

J.E. Dato, who has mado rogular counls in his garden al Lindley Moor reported very few this yaar,
with a maximum of only three on 13lh August. This was in diroct contrast to the sitvation at
Blackmoorfoot Res. which had a spoctacular year. The 41 birds caught on 31s1 July was an all-time
record, but only briefly until 3rd August, when lhis lotal was exceoded by one. Other high ringing
totals were 30 on 1stand 33 on 5th August (see also Ringing Report). One can probably assume
from lhase figures that birds had a very successlul breeding season either locally or further norih.

Birds were present in September at six sites, with the last a1 Blackmoorfoot Res. on 1st Oclobar,
only the second QOctober record for that locality and a repeat of 1985,

Goldcrest Ragulits reguius
Rusident broedor {2). Common passage visilor.

Thare were very few reports this year, from only sight localities. Not a single bird was racorded at
Blackmoorfoot, the first blank year there since 1968.

The {argest parties reported anywhere were up to six at Deffer Wood in February/March, five at
Brotton Lakes on 15th February and six at North Dean Wood on 11th October.

Nowhere was breeding confirmad, evidence pf probable breeding was obtained in only six tetrads
and included two singing males at Bretton Lakes in May/June.

Spotled Flycalcher Muscicapa striata
Migrant breader (2-3).

The first was reported from Denby Dale on 12th May, fallowod by singtes at Ingbirchworth on 13th,
at Gunlhwaite Dam andtwo other sites near Denby Dale on 15th and Windybank Wood on 19th May.
No more were reported until 23rd May.

Breeding season reports were few, with only 13 pairs reporled from eleven sitas, a two-thirds
reduction an the 1985 sitvation. Breeding was confirmed in fiva tetrads and probable brecding
evidence obtained in five othars,

Blackmoorfoot Res. had birds on five dates.

In aparty of six birds at Penistono on 151k August, ano was pure white, and a second was vary pale
with only a littte calour on Lhe broast. A puro white bird was present in tha same locality in 1985.

The lastbirds reportad wera at Blackmoor oot on 19th August and Cannon Hall on 21st Soptamber.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypolauca
Migrant breeder {1).

A male arrived at Whitley Willows on &th May, but stayed for only a few days (MM, BA), whilst a
singing male in Molly Carr Wood on 24th and 28th May could not be located on 1st duna or
subsequent visits (DS & VAI). A third singing male arrived at Penisione on 11th May and remainod
for live weeks, regularly visiting a nest box, but unfortunately no female appeared (Mrs M. Marsh).
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At Windybank Wood whaoro breoding occurred in 1984, but notin 1985, a male was first focated on
10th May (D.Man). On 16th May this {(apparantly first-summer) bird was joined by a female with a
second female present on 17th, showing interest in a new nest sito. By 26th May a second male,
an adult, had appeared and interest moved lo the old nest site uscd in 1984, One of tho females
disappeared, but both males wore prosent until at least Bth June. The adult male paired wilh the
remaining female and were Jeeding young in the nest on 22nd June {(JMP}.

Long -lalled Tt Acgithalos caudatus
Rosident breeder (2).

Aflter low numbers al tha end of 1985, only small parties were recorded from ten localities in tho sarly
partofthe yoar, axceptfor 40 in the Coxlay Valloy on 5th January. Bretton Lakes held partios of sight
and 20 also on 5th January, wilhten and 20 on 16th February; Dean Wood had nine on { 1thdanuary
and ten on 16th March, otherwise no flocks exceeding sovon birds woro roported.

Broeding was confirmed at Bretion Lakes, Hall Dike {two pairs), Lockwood and Fenay Bridge with
athor pairs in the breeding season at Moreton Wood, Doan Wood, Lepton Grea! Wood, Coxley
Valley, Deffer Wood, Carr Wood, Gunlhwaite Dam, Horbury (two pairs), Hoyland Bank and Hoaley
Mills.

Aher the breeding season, birds were reported from only six localities, with maxima of 16 at Dogley
S.F. on 12th Cclober, ton to twelvae at Bretton Lakes on 22nd Decembaer, otherwise less than seven.

Willow Tit Parus montanus
Aesident breeder (2).

Alter a slight resurgence in 1985, the situation soems to have detsriorated again for this species.
In the early months racorded from only sevan localitios, including gardens at Sheepndge and
Bradley, with others at Brotton Lakes, Cawtharn Park, Efland G.P. and tho Langsetl area.

Breoding was proved only at Hali Dike, with other pairs present in tho Coxloy Valloy and at Horbury
Wyke.

Post-breeding records came from Almondbury (two gardens), Deffer Wood, Ingbirchworth,
Yateholme, Bradley, Skelmanthorpe (five birds on 17th August), Biacker Wood, Scoul Dike (two
birds on three dates} and Brotton Lakos on throo dates and including a party of aight birds on 12th
November (DP}.

One was caught and ringed at Blackmoorfoot on 28th July.

Conl Tit Parus ater

Rosident breeder (3).

This remains a much undar-recorded species, despile fiold work for the tetrad atlas. Breeding was
confirmed at only six localities - Bretion Lakes, Cawthorn Park, Hoyland Bank, Digloy, Yatsholma

and tho Longwood Valloy, with other pairs roported from nine additional letrads.

Elevenwere counted in the Little Don Valley on 26th January, butthae only parties reponied were eight
in North Dean Wood on 22nd Novamber and at loast 70 at Yateholme on 14th Docomber (SMD).
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Blua Ti\ Parus caerulous
Resident brecdor (5).

Up to 12 were in a Sheepridge garden in the sarly months and farge numbers were on gardon
feeders in Almondbury in snow showers on Bth April.

Breeding was confirmed in 35 tetrads and probable in six others making it the fourth most widaly
distributed species in the area.

Evidence of a successful breoding season may be deduced from the record capture of 63 birds at
Blackmoorioot Res. on 19th July and a #lock of 85 in North Dean Wood on 16th August. Few olhor
reporls were recaived.

Great Tl Parus mafor
Resident breeder (4).

Atleast 40 were prosont in several small flocks at Bretton Park on 5th January. Up ta nine were
prosent in a gardon at Sheepridge in tho early months, but thore woro no other roports in the oarly
wintur poriod.

Breeding was confirmed in 20 tetrads and probable in a further seven, making this the 19th most
widespread species in the area. An ambitious pair, apparently suffering from delusions of grandeur,
bred successlully in a nest box erected for Tawny Owls in Hugset Wood at the edge of the Club araa
{BBSG).

The only party reponied in the later months was 56 in North Dean Wood on 11th October.

Nuthatch Sitta europapa
Resident breeder {1).

One was fgeding on paanuts on 1sl February in a gardan at Sheepridge (JER), a new area for the
spacias,

A pair brod again at Beaumont Park in the same sito as in 1985 (D.Man). Only ona bird was seen,
on 31st March, at Big Valley, Netherton whero a pair bred last year {O Man).

Single birds were seon at Bretton Park in atleastthrea siles on five dates from 26th Janaeary to 22nd
Docember (DB, DS & VAI, GK, D.Maa, HQ}. The presence ot three birds in a woodland at Denby
Dale an 27th Octeber {DB) may indicalo an as yet undiscovered breoding site in the focality. Singles
weroe seon at the sama site on 28th October and 12th Novembor.

Treecreeper Corthia famitiaris
Resident breeder {2-3).

Reports wera similar in number to last yoar, coming from 23 {ocalities. Breeding was proved at
Woodsomo Lees, Beaumont Park and Fenay Bridge (two sites), wilh pairs or singing malos
racorded at Farnloy Tyas, Denby Dale, Bretton Park. Digley, Thongsbridge and Gunthwaite Dam.
By the end of the current tetrad survey a saoro realislic picture of distribution will hopefully have
emargad.
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One on the canal near Marsden on 3rd Augusi was the obsarver's first sighting of the specios in that
area (MS).

One was caught at Blackmootioot Res. on t0th August.

Jay Garrulus glandarius
Resident breeder (2).

Birds were reported from ten iocalities in the early menlhs, wilth maxima of five plus at Bration Park
an5th January , seven at Deighton and four at Denby Dala on 27th January. In February a bird visited
a garden feeder at Hinchlifle Mill, swinging til-like an the nut holdor. One tlew wost over Crosland
¥Moor on 161h March.

Breoding was confirmed in eight totrads, including sites at Cumberworth, Coxley Valluy. Longwood
Valloy, Almondbury, Skelmanthorpe and Edgerton; at the last locality a family party of fivo birds
regularly visited the observer's garden from 18th July into August {N1.).

Roports in tha autumn were slightly more frequen? with maxima of four at Digley on 8th Octobor, eight
a! Cromwell Bottom on 18th Octobar, sight at Cannon Hall on 4th Novamber and five-plus in Daler
Wood on 18ih and 20th Novembar.

Three visited a garden oak in Almondbory from Sth to the end of October, with one on 17th
November, by which data all the acorns had been stripped.

Magple Pica pica
Resident breedor (4}.

On 1stJanuary 34 were obsaerved feeding together at Scout Dike and on 26th January a pre-roost
gathering of 70 was naar the mink farm at Qutlane. Thore was a loose flock of 23 birds at Elland G.P.
on 22nd March, while the same data providad the monthly maximum of 41 at Blackmoortoot, whare
the April maximum was 42 on 11th, both relativoly low totals.

A duad Magpie at Winscar on 1st March was the only birds of any species, dead or alive, seen in
the area.

The tetrad survey showaed tha species to ba prasent in 51 tetrads, making it along with Slarling the
most widosproad species in tha aroa.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
Raosident broeder (4).

Breeding was confirmed in 14 tetrads’'and probale in two olhars. Apart from tha rocords of breeding
in connection with the tetrad survey, the only report received of this species was from Blackmoorfoot
Res. whore 169 counlad passing ovor to tho south wost to roost on 11th January conslitutod the
highast over totat tor the site.

Rook Corvus frugifegus
Resident breeder (5}.

Despita tho existonce in 1983 of 80 rockeries, field work far lhe tetrad survey this year resulted in
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the repening of rooknrias in only eighttotrads. The anly countreceived was for the colony at Coopar
Bridge, where there were at least 46 occupicd nasis.

At Hinchliffe Mill, this species was a garden visitor with the usual Jackdaws, but not dirring the spell
of sovore weather.

The only repori of a flock was ¢.400 at Farnley on 5th October.

Carrion Crow Corvus corong
Rosident breeder (3).

The apparant increase in the numbars of this species has received comment in previous annual
repons and tho results of the pilot breeding survay hava confirmad this obsorvation. Breeding was
canfirmed in 23 totrads, probable in six and possible in 14 others,a total of 43 tetrads, making it the
lifth {equal with House Sparrow and Chalffinch) most widesproad brending species in the area.

In very cold weathar on 18lh January, the roost in the Longwood Valley heid a record total of 415
birds; on 25th January 92 individuals were feoding in fields at the Qutlane mink farm.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
Resident breeder (5}.

The Town Contre roost held mora than ten thousand birds on 2nd January (SMC). lo the
Ingbirchworth area sevoral flocks of up to 500 birds wero present on 22nd March and about two
thousand ware at Whitley Common on 1st April.

Resufts of the breeding survey showed this to bo the most widaspread spacies, baing confirmed in
41 and present in a total of 51 tetrads.

Blackmoorfoot Hes. had B0O birds roosting in willows in mid Juna, increasing to 2000 on 21st June.

House Sparrow Passer domaeslicus
Residont breeder {S).

The only records received were those in conneclion with the tetrad survey. The species was
recorded in 43 tetrads, making i fifth oqual with Chalfinch and Carrion Crow. Broeding was
confirmed in 32 tetrads, placing the species tha third most widely distributed when contirmation ot
breeding is considered.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Rnsident braader {2-3).

Compared with tast ynar, he number of localities from which repons of this spocios waore received
increasod slighily. but not signiticantly, from twelve to fifteen; in the main, counts were only ol jow
single figuros. Twonty near Ingbirchworthon 1st April was by far the highest total reportedin the parly
months, no othur locality having moro than threo birds.

Breeding occurred at Blackmoorfont, Almondbury, Hill Top {Slaithwaita), Hali Dike and Honley
Wood, with a pair at a regular breeding silo at North Dean Wood on 26th January.
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As aresult of high water lovols, conditions wore unsuitable for flocking at Blackmoorfoot Ras. whare
tho maximum count was a mere fourin August, although two on 10th December provided an unusual
winler record there.

There waro repotts from only five localities alter the breeding season, of five or fowor birds, oxcept
for ton on Flocklon Moor on 10th December.

it would appear that tho status of this specius is ready lor reviow and that it needs to be carofully
menitored.

Challinch Fringifta coefebs
Rosident breeder (4). Numerous wintar visitor.

Numbors in tho early months were vory low, maxima beng 40 at Silksione S F. on 5th January and
63 flying soulh at Almondbury on 1 11h Fabruary. No ather flocks were reported. but during the spoll
of severg woather up to 15 frequented a garden at Oakes, with smaller numbaers in other areas.

For the breeding atlas, birds were reporied from 43 1otrads, making this tho lifth (equal with House
Spamow and Carrion Crow) most widespread, but it is surprising perhaps that with such a
conspicuous specios breoding was conlirmed in only ten telrads, making it only equal twentioth in
the conlirmed breeding lisl.

Inautumn at Drop Clough a very largs movernent of birds was noted from 18th to the ond of October,
poaking at 1138, 1762, and 1,262 birds all moving west on respaclively 26th, 27th and 28th. The
tolaf number of birds invalved throughout the autumn was 4,331 (DM). These movaments warg
reflected on fewer datos and on a much smaller scale numerically at Blackmoorioot Ras., whore 407
passod west on 18th and 75 soulh on 26th Oclober.

Groundod birds in tho autumn and wintor ware faw. At Digley 25 on 8th October were probable new
arrivals, being in the company of Redwings, Fieldfares and Bramblings amongst olhers. Largest
numbers reported were in Novamber; 50 at Bretton on Sth, 50 at (ngbirchworth on 22nd and 20 at
Scout Dike on 301k, with 25 at Royd Moor on 14th December.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilia
Uncommon to commaon winlter visitor.

in tho early months birds were cxtremely scarce,; in January birds wers located only al
Blackmoorfoot { a singleton on 25th) and at Flush House, Digley, whore birds also occurred in
February as well as in gardens at Almondhury and Penistone. The only March record was one in
a Hinchlifte Mill garden on 24th and the last of the spring ware four at Beighton and thres at Royd
Moor Res. respectively on 9th end 27th April.

Tha first returning bird was logged at Blackmooerfoot Res. on 27th Septembar, followed by nine
passing wost at Drop Clough on 30th. In Octobar one had reachod Ingbirchwarth by 4th and 34 were
at Digley on Bth.

Severai flocks were in the Inghirchworth/Royd Moor/Broadstones area from the [ast week of
November and it seams likely \hat there was some interchanga of birds botwoen diflerent siles. Al
Ingbirchworth numbers increased from 300 on 23rd to 500 on 271h November, decroasing 1o c.50
by tho year end. Royd Moor held up to 300in late November raducing te 60 on 14th December whilst
the Broadslones maximum of 200 was reachad on 14th December. Numbers ¢lsewhere waro very
much lower, with 40 at Wholestone Moor on 20lh Qctlober and up 1o 30 at Yateholme on 8th
November the largest number reported.
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Blackmoorfoot had birds on twelve dates, with movements of 22 wast on 18th and 26 south an 26th
October, otherwise nevor mare than twa birds.

Greentinch Carduclis chloris
Resident broedor (4).

Few reports wore received in the first winter pened. Blackmoorfoot Res. had a January maximum
of 37 on 31st and 19 were caught and ringed on 15th March. Apart from 40 at Gunthwaite on 4th
March, the largest nurmnbers reported were up to 16 in a garden at Shoopridgo and up to 12in an
Oakes garden during tho cald spell.

Atlas reparts showed birds to bo prosentin 21 tetrads anly, with confirmad brooding in only six of
these. Based on records for this one year tharolora, Graenfinch is less widospread as a broeding
species than Blackcap, Linnet and Kestrell

Rather mare reporls were received attor the breeding scasan, the largest numbers being 200
respactively at Scout Dike and Broadstones on 30th November and 13th Docomber; elsewhore 50
wero at Royd Moor an 5th Octaber, 45 at Ingbirchwarth on 141h Dacember, 50 in Annat Royd Lanc
on 20th December. At Blackmoorfoot the maximum ringing tolal was 34 an 14th December.

Goldiinch Carduolis cardualis
Rosident broedor (2-3).

Birds wero reported in small numbers from a dozen areas in the early months, with maxima of 12
at Efland G P. on 8th February and six at Lower Cumberworth an 19th March.

Conlirmed breeding was reported from only three tetrads with probable breeding in six
athers including a male singing near the Huddersiield Civic Cenlre in June and July.

0. Butterfield reports an increase in tho Danby Dale, Skelmanthorpe and Cumberworth Common
areas with several parlies of belween mwenlty and forty being encountarod rogularly. Elsowhore
however, although birds were quite widespread, numbers were low with maxima of five at Ringstone
Edge on 7th Soptembor, cight at Crosland Moor on 8th Oclober and 16 at Lindley Moor on 3rd
November.

Blackmoorioat Res. had birds on only sevon dates from 1st October to 21st November, with na
significant mavements noted, but 45 flow wost at Wholostone Moar on 11th October.

Slskin Carduelis spinus
Resident breeder (1}. Uncommon winter visitor.

Early in the year reports were received from 15 localities. Bretion Park had up 10 70 in January and
February and Gunthwaite Dam had up to 30 from 1st January to 31st March. Elsowhero 30 were
at Langsett and seven at Silkstone S.F. on st January, 30 in thn Goxley Vailey on 4th and 20 on
26thwhen 20 were also in alders beside lhe canal at Golcar. Also in January ten were at Eliand G.P.
on 21st, with single figures at Kirkheaton, Linthwaito and Bradley, whore birds romained to 10th April
and peaked at aight or nine on 14th March,

At Cawthorne, 30 wers found on 7th February and up to eighi were presentin a Sheepridge garden
on many dates in February building up to a romarkable peak ef 32 on 16th March (JER). Single
tiguros also occurred in Fobruary/March at Meltham, Penistono, Almondbory and romainod tnto
April at Almondbury, Outlane, Hincliffe Mill and Thunderbridge, the majority in gardans.
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Breoding was not confirmod anywhere, but considered probable in one tetrad in SE1D with singlo
birds nated in just two othor localities in June/July.

Birds began tu reappear from late September, with 15 at Ingbirchworth and one at Blackmoorfoot
on 27th and six at Brotton Lakes on 30th. In October birds were reported from six localities, with
maxima of 19 a1 Digley on Bth and 12 passing wost over Wholastonae Moor on 11th, when 11 also
llew soulh at Blackmoor{ool; this last sita recorded birds on ten datos in the month, mainly in singlo
figures with further southorly movemant afso noled on 1st (three), 2nd (17) and 3rd {six).

As the year prograssed birds becamo very scarco, with reports from only four localities in November/
December with ten at Detfer Wood on 15th November the only double figure total.

Linnet Carduslis cannabis
Resident broodor (4}. Partial migrant.

Midwintor rocords aro quito unusual, making ten at Kirkheaton on 25th January notaworthy (RDW).
The next was a party of six at Bradioy on 7th March, with throe on 10th and seven on 111h, followod
by one al Honley on 19th and four at Castle Hill on 30th, It would appear that birds waore late in
returning to broeding areas, with just ono at Ingbirchworth on 13th April and a llock of 200 at Farnloy
Tyas oo 22nd. Most observers did not report birds in toiritary until May.

Breoding was confirmed in len tetrads and svidence of probable breeding obtainad in 13 othars

Thoe largest post-breeding lock roporied was 110 at Honley on 9th Soptembor, with smallernumbers
dudng tha month at Gunthwaite, 40 on 14th, Spicar House Lane 35 and Hinchliffe Mill 50 both an
27th and 55 at Ingbirchworth on 28th In Octobor numbers in the Ingbirchwarlh aroa had decraasod
1o 20 by 26th, 50 low west over Wholestona Moor on 11th and a poak of 47 was roached at Drop
Clough on 12th. In addition thrae Hew south on 261h at Blackmooriool, which providod the only
record altor the ond of October, a singlo bird on 20th Decembor, a vory unusual winter record.

Twile Cardueglis flavirostris
Resident and partial migrant breoder (2-3).

The first returning birds were three flying west at Blackmoorfoot Res. on 16th March, followed by
four west at Digley on 21st. A tlock ol 60/70 in the Broadstones area had decreased to 20 by 1st
April, There was a lurthor movement of four birds moving wast at Blackmoorfoat on 30th March. The
usual increase in records in April did not materialise this yoar, with addilional reports only from
Snailsdan on 4th and 14 at Deor Hili on 21st.

Altlas work confirmod breediog in only two tetrads, but in the brooding season, pairs were reported
from Digiey, Deer Hill Moss, Rishworth Maoor, Booth Dam Quarry, Broadstonos, Whitloy Common,
Tinker Hill, White Gate. Snailsden and Buckslones, with furthor sightings at Deer Hill, Royd Edga,
Blakoloy Res., Redbrook Clough, Tupnel End and Slaithwaite Moor.

High water leveis at Blackmoorfoot Res. precluded the build up there of a teeding flock, but southerly
or wosterly movemeot was noted on three dates in October, with maxima of 57 south on 5th {when
38 were also counted moving sauth at Deer Hill) and 23 wast on 18th,

Post-breeding panies/flocks were recordad at nine localities, with maxima ol 80 at Broadstones on
21st August (wilh 50 on 15th Oclobor), 15 at Scammaonden on 31st August, in Septembeor 25 on 4th
at Pleasant Pasturaes, 20 at Digley on 19th, 110 at Slaithwaite Moor on 27th and 23 at Cop Hill,
Slaithwaite on 30th. At Flight Hill, six remained on the late date of Sth Novembor. |
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Redpoll Carduelis flammea
Resident broeder {2). Uncommon winler visitor,

In the early months birds were raported singly from only twa sites,
Breeding was proved in only threa tetrads and probable evidence collected in a turther eight.

No post breeding flocks of any size were reported, the maximum being a mere nine at
Blackmoocrioot Res. on 8th October with eight at Digley on the same dats, followed by five at Horbury
Wyke on 14th December. Blackmorfeo! recorded birds on 17 dates in the second half of the yoar,
which included southerly movemant of up to four birds on three datos in October, two of these
coinciding with heavy Chaffinch passage. Four flew west at Wholestone Maor on 11th Octobaer.

This must represent the worst situation tor the species for many years.

Crosshill Loxfa curvirosira

Resident breeder {(1). Uncommon passago visitor.

Birds wore very scarce this year, no flocks being reported.

At Digley a ale and female were present on 3rd (SC), two males and a femala on Sth April {(JMP)
and at leasl two pairs on 13th May (SW). A party {?family) were in Deffer Wood on 27th April {BA,
GBS) and four were present on 13th July {(JED). At least threa birds were calling at Holme Styes on
29th June (JMP}.

The only cther record was of a bird passing wost at Blackmootfoot Res. on 18th October (MLD).
Butlfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Resident breeder (2).

The general siluation appears to bo very similar to last year, with birds being reported from
approximately 30 lacalitios, from about hall of theso during tho broeding season.

Breeding was proved at Halt Dike, Drop Clough, Dean Wood, Morton Wood, Almondbury,
Skelmanthorpe, Blackmoorioot and Scammonden. Additional pairs were reporied from Bretton
Park, Digley, Horbury Wyke and Elland (two each), Gawthorpe Greon and Deffer (up 1o fiva).

The largest parties reported wera all in Oclober; at Drop Clough eight on 15th and 12 on 17th, with
at {east eight at Deffor Wod on 111h.
Hawifinch Coccolhiraustes coccothraustes

Rare visitor

Birds were yot again reported from the usual site at Cannon Hall late in the year, with four on 4lh
November and two on 14th Decembaor {GC, KDR).

The remaining records afl cama from Brattan Lakes where birds wero obsaerved on 5th January (JMD

¢t al}, 6th May (two - GBS), 28th Seplamber (DB), 5th October (DB} and 20th November, two in a
swoel chestnut (NL),
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
Rare winter visitor.

in January two females fed on tho ground in the Wessenden Valley on 2nd (WSMcC) and one.
probably a male, was at Hingclilf Scar, near the Litlle Don Valley on 26th {(JED).

A male was at Whilley Comman on 8th and the morning of 8th November (JDC, NAP).

Yellowhammer Emberiza cittinefla
Resident breeder (3)

All the winter flocks of birds reported related to January, with at least 15 at Cawthorna and 20 at
Silkstane S_F. on 5th and 21 in the Coxley Valley on 26th,

A bird which flew south on 29th March was the first recorded since 1980 at Blackmoorfoot Ros |
which also had an autumn bird flying wost on 181h Oclober.

Breeding was proved at Lepion Great Wood, Hall Diko, Honley Wood, Spring Wood, Farntey Une,
Longwoad Valley and at Falhouse Beck near Grango Moor. Probable breeding was reported from
eleven additional tetrads; several sites, for oxamplo, Royd Moor with five, held several singing
males, and many olhers doubtless went unrepoited,

After the breeding season, six at Deller Wood on 31st December was the largest pany reported.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schosniclus
Residen} breeder (2).

Singles at Scout Dike Res. on 1st January, in a Honley garden on 7th February and at Deighton
on 20th and 2Bth Fehruary were the only birds reported apart from a remarkable series of records
from a garden on the Meltham road at Marsden. On 12th Januvary, two males wero present,
increasing on 8th March to livo males which wera then prosont on several dates, being joined
occasionally by two females, giving a tolal of atleast seven individuals.

Breeding’was conlirmed in five letrads, with singing males heard from as early as 12th March at
Royd Moor {two), Boshaw Whams, Scammondon {two), Broadsiones, Breadstones Lodge, Holme,
Ingbirchworth (two}, Beddingsedge, Brow Grains Hill, Eltand G.P. (two), Elland Power Station (two},
Blackmoorfoot, Tunnel End, Gunthwaite Dam and Hall Dike {two). Not all were adjacent lowalere.g.
one in gorse scrub at Broadstones Lodge.

Blackmoorfoot Res. had birds on four dates in March, two in April, regularly during May, June and
July, an threg dales in August, filteen in September, 24 in October and five in November, mainly
singles, with a maximum of three on 8th October.

fFfew wers reporied following Ihe end of the breeding season, and apart from the Blackmoorioot
records, nono alter early Oclober except for two males in the Marsden garden regularly from Bth to
315t December.



Corn Bunting Mifiaria calandra
Resident breeder (9).

Eight were reponied fram a tormer breeding site near South Crosland on 11th March (CH).

Singing males were located near Kirkheaton on 19th May (WDH) and at Emley on 17th July with the
remainder in tho Ingbirchworh area as loliows: one near Ingbrchworth Res. on 17th July and 5th
August (RD & SEH), two in Annat Royd Lane on 19th July {(BA) and one on 21st July near Royd
Moor Res. {RD & SEH), whero one was calling on 121h August (NAP}. Some of these racords could
refer to the same birds.
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THE TETRAD BREEDING SURVEY

In 1386 the Club made a starion its most ambitious project aver, to map the distrihution of all species
of birds brending in the Huddersfield area. The six 10-kilometre squares 10 be covered were divided
into tetrads (2km x 2km squares} and initially about twenty members underiook te work specific
tetrads and record all species present in the breeding seaseon. Records were o bo divided into
possible, probable or confirmed breeding based oe tho critena laid down by the B.T.Q. in its national
breeding survey of 1968-72,

Thetaskis a mammoth one and in order to make the finished result as complate as possible a period
of fiva years has been deomed nocossary for completion of the field work. 1tis hopod that the results
will be publishedin book form. It was decidod that 1986 would be usod for a pilot survoy which would
determina the feasibility of the project.

Resuits wera very ancouraging. Of the 150 totrads in tho six 10-kilometra squares SE00, SEO1,
SE10, SE11, SE20 and SE21, records waore received from 94 or 63% of the tatal.

Some of the resuits hava been menlioned briefly in the comments in the classified list, but some
clarification is necessary o} the figures quoted there. Allhough records were recaived from 94
tetrads, many tetrads were covered only very pertunctorily and only casual records obtained, and
atthe timgofwriting the classifiedlist no data were available for SE20, which has beon omitied from
this bnef summary.

Table A shows the number of tetrads in each 10-klometre squarn (excluding SE20) having more
than ten, more than five and at least one species recordad in the brocding soason.

TABLE A
10km squaro no. SEO0D SE01 SE10 SE11 SE21 All
tetrads with 1 or more spocies rec. 9 23 16 24 10 82
more than 5 ... 5 16 14 14 10 59
more than 10 ... 2 10 i1 12 10 45

The tablo shows that 37 of the B2 tetrads had ten or fewor species recorded and 23 out of 82 tetrads
had five or fewer species. This will help to explain why the mostwidely distributed speciosinthe area,
Starling and Magpie, were recorded in enly 51 tetrads out of 82; doubless they are prnsont in many
ol thn poorly covered 31 remaieing tetrads but the amount of fietfdwork carried outin these tetrads
was insufficient to find even the apparently most common spocies.

Tho lotal number of specips which wero recordad in the three categories was 101, of which 82 wero
confirmed as breeding. Four tatrads had more than fifty species, SE10 D with 63, SE21 W with 62,
SE21 Y wilh 52 and SE11 A with 51.

The mostwidespread species arelisted overleaf inrank orderin Table B. The second column shows

species in the conlirmed breeding category, the first column in all calegaries combined (possible,
probablg and confirmed), with number of tetrads in which recorded.
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TABLE B

Qrder All Categories Canfirmed Breeding only
1. Starling (51) Starling (4 1)

2. Magpie {(51) Blue Tit (35)

3. Blackbird (49) House Sparrow {32)
4, Blue Tit (45} Magpie (30)

5, Chalfinch (43) Blackbird {30)

6. House Sparrow (43) Swallow (26)

7. Robin (43) Robin (24)

a. Carrion Crow {43) Carnen Crow {23)
8. Willow Warbler (41} Mallard (22)

10, Swallow (41) Meadow Pipit (20)
11, Dunnock (40) Great Tit {20)

12. Song Thrush {38) Miste Thrush (20)

For many reasons, certain species are more dilficult than athers to prave breeding, but it was both
surprising and disappointing that no proof was oblatned anywhere in the area {or Pheasant,
Redshank, Dunlin, Black headed Gull, Lesser Spotled Woodpecker, Whitethroat, Garden Warbler
or Gotderest. There were bonuses however in the lorm of conlirmed breeding for Barnacle Goose,
Peregrine, Long eared and Short cared Owis, Kingfisher, Stonechal. Lesser Whitethroat, Pied
Flycather and Nuthalch,

I hope this briel summary will pravide some satisfaction to those who participated in the fieldwork
during 1986, 1o whom the crganisers are most gratelul; hopefully too itwill encourage others in the
1988 season to join those already committed, Whether you are prepared to take on a whole tetrad,
part of atetrad of merely be willing 1o send in casual records all oflors of help will bo most welcome,
We havo really only begun to scratch thae surface. If we are to produce a record which is to be of
benefit to generations of birdwatchers we have a great deal more to do and much to discovar.

Brian Armitege
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THE GREAT CRESTED GREBE SAGA

The Great Crested Grobe Podiceps cristatus was describod as an annuat visilor, principally in spring
and autumn but with occasional sightings in other monlhs whon the 1959-1973 summary for
Blackmoarfoot Reservoir was compiled (Bray 1974). During the following elaven yoars a marked
increaso in both sightings and flock siza cccurred, this being panticularly noticnable sinco 1980
{Oenton 1985) and in 1985 the first broeding atlempt was witnessed. From a clutch of four eggs
which was comploto by 201h June a single chick was hatchad on 14th July, the thres remaining eggs
being deserted. This phenomenon is not unknown, as fertilo eggs (chicks could be heard from
within) are occasionaily abandoned (Cramp and Simmons 1977). This first aver broeding atlemnpt
culminatod in the singlo chick being reared to maturity. '

In 1986 iarger numbors than usual were present in spring, this event raising hopes that moro birds
than last year would stay and hreed. Evontually five pairs forrnod, and as this was the first year in
which there had been a multiple brooding attempt it was decided to document the happaning. The
lollowing papar gives a blow by blow account of the fortune s and misfortunas of the pairs concorned.

ARermany proliminarins, which included head shaking and weod dancing displays tho first nestwas
complete by 27th April with the first egg boing laid the nnxt day. This egg remainnd in thn nost uniil
a second was added six days lalsr, a lurther eqg was expecind o follow but by 8th May only one
egg remainod. Tho reasons lor this loss wore unclear although it is feasible thatit was accidontally
knocked into the wator by one of the adults; a further egg was laid on 9th, Those oggs were short
lived, howavar, for slrong winds on 13th created a vigorous wave action which Hloodod out the nost.

Two furthnr nests with singlo eggs on 15th and 16th May suffgred the same fato as the
aforemenlioned when strong winds created a wave action sufficient 1o swamp them, the eggs boing
loston 19th and 17threspectively. A single egg in another neston 18lh May was considered to have
been 1aken by corvids the lollowing day as it was in a sufficiently sheltered site not to be afected
by wave action.

A most rematkable sequenca of events siarted on 6th May when an egg was taid in a nest situated
close by the hide. Egg number two followod four days later, and by 16th the bird wes sitting a full
clutch of six. Tho bird sat those until 21st when yet again strong winds, this timn with hpavy rains
tiooded the nest. Not to be put off, the birds constructed another nest and by 27th May a single egg
was present. By 5th Juns tha bird was sitting five eggs with a sixh following on 6th and a sgvanth
on Bih. All was not well, howevar, for on 10th the nest was emply, corvids again being the main
suspect.

As if the laying of 13 eggs had not been onough for this female the pair built yet anclher nest and
had laid a single egg by 18th June, two by 19th and a third by 20th, Was 1his going to be third time
lucky lor theso unfortunate birds 7 Alas no, for by 0630hrs tho following morning tho nest was empty.
The culprit may well have baen a Fox Vulpes vulpes lor Irash scats wera found nearby.

Undaunted the birds constructed a fourth nest which containod a single egg on 24lh June and
although this dulilul bird was sitting next day disaster was to strike on 26th as the nest was amply.
Tha reasons for this less were unceriain for although there was a strong wave action on this date
ihe naest remained intaci, parhaps corvids were to blama yot again.

All was notlost, however, for despite this set-back the birds continued to build up the nest and that
very evening were seen copulating on it. Thn resulting egg was deposited the next day with
additional eggs following at 48 hours periods until a full clutch of five was reached. All was wall and
nothing untoward was recarded until 1630hrs on Bth July whon for somo unknown reason onty four
aggs remeined in the nost, willy the other, cracked, lying inthe water nearby. By 1900hrs thatevening
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the nest was emply. The reasons for this were unclear although no evidence of anything other than
avian predators was found and the local Magpies Pica pica probably had egg on thoir taces yet
again. ’

The end to thase frustraled birds’ breeding season had arrived abruptly {or although these dejectad
iooking birds continued to frequent tho brecding araa thay had obviously calladita day lor no further
nests transpired. These two birds desarve applause for sheer dadication to duty.

Although ane of the ariginal pairs calfed it a day after the initial breeding faiiure tha remaining pairs
were not ta be put off by losing their first clutches, and replacementnests Iranspired. It is unfortunate
that with the exception of the pair documented above it was not possible o correlate any of the
original nests wilh replacements that followed. One such nest contained an egqg on 23rd May,
thereaftar eggs were laid at 48 hour intervals until a tull clutch of four was roached. This nest
managed to withstand tho rigours of heavy rain and strong winds for by 1700hrs on 23rd June one
of the eggs was seen to be chipping and by 1800hrs tha following day the rosulting chick was happily
ensconced atop one of its parants. By tho following evening two chicks wore on the water with ong
of their parenls whilst the other sat the remaining eggs.

Whatever hopes these birds had of hatching tho other eggs were dashod the nexi day as the nost
was emply by 1630hrs and a guilly-looking Magpie was seen nearby. However, unboknown to the
observors one of the remaining eggs had hatched, but it was not until the svening of the 30th that
this became apparent, and the adulis wore seen to have three young in their company. Thesethree
chicks ware reared to maturity and flew sometime in Septambaer.

A turther replacemant nest which held an egg on 24th May remained in this condition until 27th, the
egg being present at 0700hrs but by 1600hrs on that dalo the now badly slained egg had
disappsared. However, a fresh unstained egg had been laid by 0800hrs the next morning, with
another following two days later. By the 6th June the clutch consisted of five eggs and by 8th a sixth
had been added with a sevaenth following on 11th. All was in vain, howaver, for although the birds
sat the oggs until 15th the nost was empty the following evening. Corvids wore again the main
suspect. The fate of lhe original egg remained a mystery unlif, whan inspecting the nast on 16th,
a single egg which may well have been this missing ona was lound in the water.

As much aggression was shown towards one ol the pairs when they triod to re-enter the main
breeding area in the willows Salix sp, the third replacement nest was situated atop Amnphibious
Bistort Pofygonum amphibium. The nest contained an egg on tst Juna, a socond and a third
appeared at 48 hour intervals with 2 fourth on 61h and a fitth being added on 8th, whilst on 9ih the
bird was sitting and tho contents want unrecorded. Howevar, a funther catastophe occurrod lor by
the next day the nest was omply and although the cause was not known, corvids wera yet again
suspected. The birds did not give in easily and made soveral abortive attempts at building other
nests floating on Amphibious Bistort, but weore always foiled by a vibrant wave action caused by
strong winds which always soomd to spring up at inopportuno moments,

Yet anolher nestwas completed by 17th June, but by this lime up fo 21 birds had been in residence
and the picture had become so obscure that it was not known whaether this nest constilutad a
replacoment or was a complotely new one built by ope of the incoming pairs. Aher completion
howevor, the Grebes paid litile aliention to the nost and it was moro oftoe used by loafing Coots
Fulica aira than tho Grebes themselves. The nest nover held eggs and sirong winds on 241h Juno
were responsibla for ils demise.

By late Juno the prosonce of yot anothor nost was suspoccted, as six birds wero frequenting the

breeding area when it was thought that only two pairs actually had nests. Despile several alleinps
10 find this nest it was not unlil the evening of 2nd July that il was Jocatod; tho thick vegotation which
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surrounded it and the near proximity of an old Coot’s nest making it almost invisiblo. At this stago
the nast already hold threo eggs, two of which woro stained, tho other being unstained and abviausly
quite [resh. By tho following nvening a fourth egg bad been addod. No chango had occurred the nnxt
day but it was obvious that all was not well for by early morning the following day, plundered egg
shells wero sirewn aboutand oninspoction the nest was found to be emply. From marks onthn eggs
it was obvious that a mnmber of the crow family was to blame.

By 3rd July the wataer leval had receded sulticienlly to allow access to a Coot's nest and it was whilst
inspecling this nest (hal yel another Grobo’s nest was located. The nest hald five stained oggs and
remainedin this condition until 6th when it ws found that they had been damaged. Although corvids
were again suspoctad this may well be a falso assumplion, as the eggs had besn eaten on site and
not romoved. This could well havo been tha work of the Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinansis which
was saen nearhy, as this species is known to 1ake eggs and can swim freoly {(Levar 1977, Van Don
Brink 1976).

For sevoral weeks after tho final laying attempts the appearanco of predatod eggs was
commonplaco. These eggs ware presumably those plundered by corvids, the birds having hidden
their spoil in nearby vegetalion and then retriovod them at their will,

DISCUSSION

The amphibious vogetation was particularly rich in the area where the Grobes decided to nest and
this facl allowed thn birds a supor-abundance of nesting material. Hence, some of the replacemant
noslts were constructed extiemely quickly, for exampla, the pair which lost eggs on 215t June had
built another nest and {aid an egg in it by 24th.

Tho two nests which last their first eggs wers of interast as it was expected that they would be
deserted. As replacement eggs followad, however, itis suggestod thatin beth these inslances the
birds had accidontally knocked them inte tho waler. Had predatars baon involved tho birds would
almast certainly have been indined ta desert tbem,

It will be noted that two femalos had clutches of soven eggs, and one of the clutches would have
conlainod sight oggs but for the original egg baing lost. Clutches of this size are somawhat unusual
and Dr K.E.L. Simmons (in litt.} has relaled that clulches of saven are certainly rare, and fivo eggs
seems to be the narmal maximum in this country. The 1931 Great Crested Grebe Enquiry (Harrisson
and Hollom 1932) found that clutches of four were the most usval numbor, thon ciutchos of three;
they noted sovoral clutches of five and two of six but said that saven was very rare and could only
quola two inslances.

The remarkable female from the pair first discussed laid atleast 22 eggs in four nests and itis quite
feasible that, on 25th Junn when a bird was sitting, & further egg may have bnen depasited. Although
noliterature can ba found which documents this type of occurrence Lha laying of this number of eggs
by a single female must ba vary unusual.

For further reading on the breedig adaptations in Great Crested Grebes | can do no better than
suggost ‘Adaptations in the reproductive biology of the Great Crested Grobe’ by Or K.E.L. Simmons;
British Birds 67 : 413-437.

It does not need a statistician to calculate that from a total of 13 nests which held al least 54 eggs
only three yaung were reared. This abysmal state of affairs was brought about by extreme woather
condilions and predators (Table 1). Even so, it must be borne in mind that these are natural
phenomena and in no way can the influence of Man be blamed.

Thers will ba other years in which Great Crasted Grebas breed at Blackmoorfoot; lot us hope that
they fare bettor than they did in 1986.
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M.L. Denton
[. TABLE 1 .
First Egg Date Date Lost No. of Eggs Heason for Loss No. of Young
28th April 13th May 3 weather (slrong winds) 0
6th May (+) 215t May 6 weather (strong winds
& heavy rain) 0
15th May 18th May 1 wcather (strong winds) 0
16th May 17th May 1 weather (strong winds) 0
18th May 19t May 1 Corvids 0
181h May {-) 21st June 3 Fox? 0
23rd May - 4 Ona fell to Magpie? 3
24th May 1Gth June 8 Corvids {one knocked into
water) ¢
27th May (-} 10th June 7 Corvids 0
1st June 10th Juna 5 Convids ¢]
24th June (+) 8ih July 6 probably Magpie {one
knocked into water) 0
? 5th Juty 4 Corvids 0
? 6th July 5 Grey Squirrel? 0
54 3

{:) same female
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RINGING REPORT

The weather experienced during the first winter pariod of the year was simply a continuation of that
which dominated the last wintor poeriod of 1985 - wet and windy conditions predominated. These
abysmal conditions allowed for few ringing attempls, hence fewer birds than normal were handlod
during this penod.

Perhaps bnecauso of tho cold spring rather fewar nests of passerines than useal were found and due
to this factlower than normal numbers of pulli were nnged. This poor state of aHairs was alsoreflectad
atthe Black-headed Gull colony at Black Moss which hadits worstyear ever; only two pairs builtnests
and no young were reared. The finding of nests is a time-consuming and skilled operation however,
and in this respect Tim Duckwonh and Dava Pogson must be thanked forfocaling the nests of certain
species. Their labours were justly rewarded when they located the nests ot Wood Warbler, Whinchat
{2} and Linnet, afinr which they kindly watched them through until the young were of a correct age
tomark. Unfortunately, butas is oflen the casa, several nosts thatwere located {including two Twite's)
succumbed to predators beforo tho young reached a ringabie sge. Even so, the following pulli wera
ringed during tho year: Collared Dove (2 Blackmoorioot), Swallow (5 Blackmoorioot), Dipper {3 Hill
Tap, 3 West Vale), Robin (4 Blackmoorfoot, 6 Crosland Moor), Whinchat (5 Deer Hill, 3 Deer Hill
Moss), Blackbird (4 Blackmoorfool), Wood Warbler (5 Meftham Mills, § North Dean Wood), Blue Tit
(16 Crosland Moot, § Moldgreen), Great Tit (7 Crosland Moor), Chaffinch (8 Biackmoorfoot, 9
Crosland Moor, Linnet {4 Deor Hill Mass) and Ballfinch (5 Blackmoorfoaot).

Despitu lhe unsettled weathor conditions which prevailed in late July and most of August, the number
of Willow Warblers handled as they passed through Blackmoortoot roached an all time high. A
staggering 377 (including three rntraps from 1985) were handled as they passod through the netting
site, an area of willows only 20 yards wido by 150 yards lang.It was these same weather conditions
which allowed for the catching of largor numbers ot hirundines lhan normal. Tho birds, predominantly
House Martins, used the leeward sido of the willows lor feeding during the periods of strong westerly
winds thereby making themselves susceptible to the nets.

One Jealure which ‘could have greatly increased the ringing total would have been an autumin Trea
Sparrow flock. This generally annual ovent never materialisod. Tha absence of birds was
undouhtedly finked with the paucity of feeding areas brought about by high water lsvel. The birds
normally teed on the seed heads of grasses whon tho water level has recodod sulfficiently to allow
them 1o grow,

The second winter poriod of the year was also dominatod by unsettled weather conditions,
consequently fewer than normal Greenfinches were handled It was during this period that the
Yorkshire Water Authority gavae purmission lor a Duck Trap to bo constructed at Blackmoorfoot and
a lloating device was pulinto action in late November. Although the trap was in use on several dates
thereafler no birds were ensnared. This was thought to be due to lhe relatively mild woather
conditions for, although birds were senn to use the trap for loaling, the bait within did not distract from
the natural food supply available.

Despitn the genorally unfavourable weather conditions which had prevailed throughout most of the
year alotal of 1469 birds wore ringed, a marked increase on the 960 handied in 1985 and a welcome
relurn 10 normal.

A total of 41 species was handled and lor the oighth conseculive yaar no new ringing spocias were
encountured.

For the first time in several years 1986 saw throa ringers residing within the area. Both Dave Hodson
{Almondbury) and Trevor Sutlon (Meliham) are lo be thanked for ringing birds in their respective
gardens. The number of birds ringed by Dave was 115 whilst Trevor addod a further 107. These
additions have been placed in brackeis in the Ring Totals List. Collectively a grand totat of 1681 birds
were ringed by Club members.

64



RINGING RECOVERIES

Key lo symbols snd terms used

Age:

BDNAEWWN —-

Sex: M=Malo

Pullus {nestling or chick)

Full grown, year of hatching quite unknawn.

Hatched during calendar year of ringing.

As 3, but still in juvenils plumage.

Hatched belfore calendar year of ringing, exact year unknown,
Hatched during pravious calendar year.

Hatched bseforo previous calandar year.

F = Femalo

Manner of recovery:

Vv Caught or trappad and released with ring.

vV RAing number road in fiald or sight record of identifiable colour marks.
X Found doad or dying

XL Found dead (not recant)

+

Shot or killed by man

Date of recovery:
Whero this is unknown tho data of the reporting lotter is givon in brackets.
Ali recaverios of five kilometras or more are published. The recovaries ol
Goshawk (HW9606 1) and Wood Warbler (C304469} were recaived loo late
for inclusion in earlier reports.

Recoverles of Hudderslield Ringed Blrds

SWALLOW
B176391 4M 12.5.85. ingbirchworth, Penistone. 53 33'N | 40'W
V B.7.86 Blackmoorioot, near Huddersligld. 53 37N 1 S52'W
15km NWY
C353470 aJ 20.7 .86 Blackmoorfoot
v 28886 Lopham Fen, South Lopham, noar Diss, Norfolk.
52 23N10E 236km SE
GREENFINCH
NKEE511 5M 13.3.83 Blackmoaricot
X 15.186 Honley, Huddersfisld. 53 36'N | 48°'W Skm ESE
NKE6656 aF 31283 Blackmootioot
X {14.8.86) Hemsworth, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, 53 3B°'N | 2 1'W
3km E
NNB5035 M 11.12.83 Blackmoorfoot
X 1.686 Halitax, West Yorkshire 53 44'N 1 52'W
13km N
VA44232 M 28.12.85 Blackmoorfoot
X 17.3.86 Rotherham, South Yorkshire. 53 26'N | 20°'W

4tkm ESE
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Birds recovered [n Hudderslield

BLACK-HEADED GULL

627104 | 29.6.84 Fruenshoim, Alborg, Jylland, Donmark. 57 4°'N 9 48°'E
X 25.12.B6 Blackmoarfoot. 830km WSW
In addition a bird colour marked as a 3 at Alborg, Denmark during the autumn of
1985 was sesn at Blackmoorioot on 15 and 16.3.86.

GOSHAWK
HW3606 1 IF 11.6.82 North Dorbyshire.
+ 27.4.85 Holmfirth. 53 34'N 1 4TW
The ringing sites of this species remain highly confidential, so distance and
diroction of movement have been omitiad from the abova racovary.
WOOD WARBLER
C304469 | 23.6.84 Strone, Katrine, Gentral. 56 16'N 4 33'W
X 23.5.85 Clayton West, near Denby Dale. 53 36'N | 37'W
350km SSE
COALTIT
653849 2 25.10.85 Fairfield, Stockion, Clevoland 54 34'N | 21'W
X 30.4.86 Almondbury, near Huddarsfiold 53 38°N | 46'W
107km SSW
STARLING
T068359 3F 14.7.8% Ventes Ragas, Silute, Lithuanian USSR
§6 21'N 21 13'E

Almandbury 1495km W,

ML Dpnton
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The figures in brackets are an accumulation of the numbers ringod by Dave Hodson and Trovar

Sulton,

Snips
Black-headed Gult
Collared Dove
Woodpigeon
Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Gray Wag!ail
Pied Wagtail
Dipper

Wren
Ounnock
Robin
Redslan
Whinchat
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush

Sedge Warblor

67

226

29

11
37

76 (4)

53 (3)

11

RINGING TOTALS LIST - 1886

Garden Warblor
Blackcap

Wood Warblor
Chiifchall

Willow Warbler

Spotied Fiycatcher

Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Treacrooper
Magpic
Siarling
Treo Sparrow
Chalfinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Linnet
Bullfinch

Raad Bunting

TOTAL

GRAND TOTAL

&7 -

2(2)
203 (132)
38 (61)
1
2

2(18)

43(1)

207 (1)

17

1469 {222}

1691

M.L.Denton



LOCAL RETRAPS AND RECOVERIES

In Hudderslield Ihe majority of birds are ringed in placos that are accessible to the public, so it is
not surprising that a number of 'local’ birds are found: eg. dead on road, killed by cat etc.

Large numbers of rotraps are also handled, soma, many years aftor ringing; these are
tabulaled below. Tha top lines show the approximate period between ringing and either retrap
{Tablo 1) or death (Table 2). Tho tiguros show the number of individuals retrapped or found
dead near their place of ringing.

Tabi{a 1 - Retraps

1yr  2yrs 3yrs 4yis  5Syrs  &8yrs  7yrs  Byrs  Syrs Total

SPARROWHAWK 1 1
SWALLOW 1 1
HOUSE MARTIN 1 ]
DUNNOCK 1 1
ROBIN 1 a 1 1 6
BLACKBIRD 1 1 2
WILLOW WARBLER 3 3
BLUE TIT 3 3
GREENFINCH 2 1 21

This is the first time that Sparrowhawk and House Maniin have Inatured in the above table.

Table 2 - Recoveries

BLACKBIRD 1 i 2
BLUE TIT 2 2
GREENFINCH 1 1
5

M.1. Denton
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John Reynofds
35 Foxcroft Drive
Brighouse

Tel: 710478

Mike Denton

77 Hawthorne Terrace
Crosland Moor
Hudderslield

Tel: 6469390

John Dale

158 Lindley Moor Road
Salendine Nook
Huddersfield

Tel: 652453

Brian Armitage
106 Forest Rpad
Dalton
Huddersfield
Tel: 544276

Donald Haigh

35 Birchington Avenue
Birchendliffe
Huddersfield

Tel: Elland 74670

Stephanie Coghlan
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Huddersfield

Tel: 26259

David Butterfield
15 Dene Road
Skelmanthorpe
Tel: 862006

Martin Yates
11 Wentworth Street
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Tel: 516779

Lynn Colton
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Mike Pinder
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