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FOREWORD by Dr Tim Melling 
 
Seth Mosley was way ahead of his time. At a time when ornithologists 
went out with guns, not binoculars, Mosley wrote “ I regret that the book is 
a record of murder and plunder from beginning to end. I do hope the time 
will come when men will respect bird life…” He also regretted having given 
his stuffed birds to schools because we ought not to encourage children 
to look at death, and he frequently bemoans egg collectors, at a time when 
shooting and egg collecting was not only legal, but respectable. Yet you 
could be sent to prison for a month with hard labour and flogging if you set 
the moors on fire between 22 February and 24 June (see the Red Grouse 
account). 
 
This takes us back to a time when over 3000 species of birds were known 
in the world (there are now over 9000 described species), and the British 
List was 493 (it is now 598). 
 
It also takes us back to a time before we realised that Marsh Tits 
comprised two species.  Mosley was clearly a religious man, as a number 
of birds have scriptural notes, and his beliefs and personal views often 
spill over into the text. Skylark is a great example of this; “A Skylark in a 
cage six inches high is saddest of all – Made by God for the gate of 
heaven, condemned by man to the hell of a sunless back yard”. 
 
Overall, Mosley’s book gives a very informed insight into the status of birds 
in our area a century ago. But it goes way beyond that with insights into 
the ecology of the birds, often as an addendum under notes for farmers, 
gardeners or teachers after each species. There is a tendency to think that 
all birds would have been much commoner a hundred years ago but this 
is not the case. Birds like Corn Bunting (aka Common Bunting) and Yellow 
Wagtail were clearly much more common and widespread, but Tree 
Sparrow was “a rare stray”. Corncrake had all but disappeared from the 
district by 1915 but a map shows its former area of occupation. Many birds 
that are common and widespread now were rare or unknown in Mosley’s 
day. For example Carrion Crow did not breed, Reed Bunting and 
Treecreeper were “formerly resident”. Green Woodpecker was a rare 
visitor while Great Spotted Woodpecker was resident but rare, and Tawny 
Owl was “now very rare”.  A single Stock Dove was shot in 1901 but when 
examined was found to be just a Woodpigeon, so the species continued 
as unrecorded in the district. The lack of suitable waterbodies resulted in 
a dearth of records of wetland birds; Cormorant was a rare straggler, and 
both Ringed Plover and Redshank were known from a single record each, 
yet there is a plausible record of Baillon’s Crake. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The book also answered a question that I have pondered from time to time 
since I came to live in Huddersfield. “There is a large stone with a pointed  
top between West Nab and the Isle of Skye road, on which a cock grouse 
is said to perch every morning to crow; it is known as the Cock-crowing- 
stone.” A hundred years later this stone has been painted with those very 
words. 
 

 
 
I think that it is a real credit to Huddersfield Birdwatchers’ Club that they 
have managed to bring this extremely rare, valuable and sought-after 
book into the hands of anyone interested in birds, and without cost. I don’t 
know what Seth Mosley would have made of this digital age technology, 
but I’d bet he’d be pleased that his book was still widely available more 
than a century after he published it. 
 
Tim Melling 
August 2018 
 
Tim is one of the leading ornithologists in Britain and has been a 
birdwatcher and natural history enthusiast since childhood, taking a 
degree in Zoology and a PhD on the Large Heath Butterfly. He is a Senior 
Conservation Officer with the RSPB. He has found many rare birds over 
the years, but perhaps most memorable to a Yorkshire audience were the 
Little Bunting in his back garden in January 2000 and the Easington 
White’s Thrush in 2004. Tim served as Executive Secretary on the British 
Ornithological Union’s Records Committee for ten years. He has made 
many TV and radio appearances and won the Bird Brain competition at 
the British Birdwatching Fair on both occasions that he entered. He 
watches and photographs wildlife all over the world, sometimes leading 
trips, but British Natural History remains his greatest love. 

 
  



 

 

INTRODUCTION by Mike Pinder 
 

Seth Lister Mosley (1847 - 1929) published his Account of the Birds of the 
Huddersfield District in 1915, during his time as curator of the museum at 
Huddersfield Technical College. After devoting himself to the study of 
natural history for over 60 years, he had become an expert on many of its 
aspects. He must have been a remarkable character, incredibly industrious 
and passionate about instilling an interest in natural history in the people 
of Huddersfield. He was also a very active contributor to the study of 
natural history in a Yorkshire-wide and national context. 
 
Mosley’s character is very evident in the book's text, and an impression 
comes through of a very careful observer with little time for what he 
considered to be unscientific recording and even a rather caustic sense of 
humour (see the account of Pallas’s Sandgrouse). 
 
The book deals with the area drained by the rivers Colne and Holme, where 
Mosley had a huge amount of field experience. Each species account 
starts with a short quote from the earliest published attempt to summarise 
the birds of Huddersfield, by C. P. Hobkirk in 1859. Selected species are 
illustrated and the coloured distribution maps provided for most of these 
are the truly revolutionary aspect of the book. Distribution maps had 
appeared in a very few earlier publications, but probably never before in a 
local avifauna. The next serious attempt at mapping within a local area was 
probably not until the early 1950s. Distribution maps for birds breeding in 
the Huddersfield area were not attempted again until 2000. Apart from 
those for Rook and Magpie (which show individual Rookeries and nests 
respectively), the maps show the areas of distribution in pink. It appears 
that Mosley tried to give some idea of population density, although there is 
no mention of this in the text. On many maps, the area of pink fades 
gradually from right to left, reflecting the transition from more habitat-rich 
low-lying agricultural land in the east to the high moorlands in the west. In 
the case of Red Grouse, however, the colour fades from west to east, 
which equates with the species’ preference for upland habitats. The maps 
are mainly of breeding distribution, but two show the winter distribution of 
Fieldfare and Redwing. 
 
Mosley was a critical assessor of old records, and his book questions 
several of these for their lack of evidence, or as being very unlikely to have 
occurred. He rightly ignores a record of Andalusian Hemipode that appears 
in Hobkirk’s list, but accepts a record of Purple Martin, though he is careful 
to explain that he has been unable to trace the specimen. He also 
highlights inaccuracies in Nelson's Birds of Yorkshire published eight years 
earlier, where these relate to Huddersfield records, but does so in the 
politest terms. 
 
 
 



 
 
An Account of the Birds of the Huddersfield District was written, illustrated, 
printed and published virtually single-handed by Mosley. His son Frederick, 
who was head of economic entomology at University College Reading at 
that time, is credited as co-author on the title page, but the extent of his 
involvement is unknown. The book was sold in 20 instalments to 
subscribers, each part costing 6d. From the information on the coloured 
postcards that Mosley produced to promote the book, it is apparent that he 
originally planned 40 plates and 40 maps, but perhaps because he was 
producing the book almost entirely unaided on top of a very busy life, he 
fell short of this ambition. As far as is known, none of the extant copies 
contains more than 39 plates and 37 maps. One copy was reported to have 
an extra map, although it was not stated which species this referred to. 
 
The book shows signs of having been rushed, such as the fact that the 
index is unreliable; map and plate references are in several cases muddled 
or omitted; the plate for Meadow Pipit is numbered out of sequence; there 
are also a number of typographical errors. The quality of print is variable, 
especially on the plates and maps, where the captions can be very faint. 
The limitations of the printing technology available to Mosley meant it was 
not possible to print on the reverse of the plates and maps. As a 
consequence the original book contains 76 superfluous blank pages. This 
may also explain why the text, plates and maps for some species are not 
quite adjacent to each other. Because the book was issued in sections, it 
was left to subscribers to have their own copies bound. It seems that 
Mosley did not leave sufficient margins for the book to be sewn and 
trimmed during the binding process and consequently the reference letters 
on the maps are sometimes missing or severely cropped. This may also 
explain the lack of a reference number on the plate for Black-headed Gull, 
although the index gives it the same reference number as for the Lapwing 
plate! None of this, however, detracts from the book’s content and its 
importance as an historical document. 
 
It is probably true to say that very few copies of the book ever existed; one 
auction catalogue suggested there were perhaps as few as 40. So far, only 
25 have been traced with any certainty and not all are complete. The most 
accessible copies are in the local history section of Huddersfield Library. 
Five are in Museum libraries, and another five in university libraries, mainly 
overseas. Of the total, about ten would seem to be in the hands of private 
collectors. Because of this scarcity, and the fact that it is attractively 
illustrated, any complete copy of the book that comes on the market can 
fetch a very high price. As a consequence, An Account of the Birds of the 
Huddersfield District has remained largely unknown outside the world of 
natural history book collectors. For such a localised avifauna, and for its 
period, this book is remarkable, and the inclusion of distribution maps 
marks it out especially. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
It is a fascinating historical snapshot, and both the book and its author 
deserve much wider recognition. It is for this reason that Huddersfield 
Birdwatchers' Club has decided to make the book available through our 
website for the benefit of a present day audience. 
 
The scans presented here are taken from a "complete" copy, containing 

39 plates and 37 maps. We present it as it is, bar the omission of the blank 

pages, but otherwise retaining all the vagaries and ageing of the original. 

Our first edition published in August 2018 has a plate of Eared Grebe. As 

a result of research by Stephen Cook, it has emerged that some copies 

have a plate of Red-necked Grebe but not of Eared Grebe. Universities, 

Museums and a private collector contacted had one or the other of these 

two plates but not both. We have been unable to locate a copy with both 

plates. For the sake of completeness we have included both Eared and 

Red-necked Grebe in this updated edition ( May 2020). 

 
Mike Pinder 
May 2020 
 
Further reading:  
 
B. Armitage, J. E. Dale, & S. Hey An Atlas of the Breeding Birds of the 
Huddersfield Area   2000 
 
A. Brooke (2012) Brethren in the temple of science - natural history across 
the class divide, Huddersfield c. 1848-1865. The Naturalist vol 137 no. 
1081 pp. 180-200 
 
A. Brooke (no date) The Curator of Ravensknowle 
https:undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/seth-lister-mosley-and-the-
early-years-of tolson-museum 
 
S. Davies (1992) The making of a municipal museum: Huddersfield and 
the naturalists. In Huddersfield: A Most Handsome Town ed. E. A, H. Haigh 
pp 681-701 
 
C. P. Hobkirk (1859) Huddersfield: its History and Natural History. pp 140-
145 
 
  

https://undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/seth-lister-mosley-and-the-early-years-of-tolson-museum
https://undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/seth-lister-mosley-and-the-early-years-of-tolson-museum


  



 



 



  



  



  



  



  



 



 



  



 



 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 
 

ABOUT HUDDERSFIELD BIRDWATCHERS’ CLUB 
 
Huddersfield Birdwatchers’ Club was formed in 1966 and registered as a 
charity in July of 2003, with the aims of: 
 
1. Studying and recording the wild birds of the area and publishing 

an annual report: 
 
Members and other bird watching supporters are out and about 
throughout the year observing birds across the area and submitting 
records for analysis by our Recorder. We now have a wealth of data 
covering some 52 years, an invaluable source for studying the trends in 
local bird populations. The Club is the only organization in the area 
undertaking and publishing this kind of ornithological recording and our 
Birds in Huddersfield annual report has been published every year since 
the Club was formed. 
 
From time to time we also publish more specific, one-off works, including 
in 2001 an Atlas of the Breeding Birds of the Huddersfield Area, in 
2004 Birds of Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1985-2003 and in 2008 a major 
work The Birds of the Huddersfield Area, which reviewed the complete 
history of every species recorded in the area since records began, right 
up to modern times. In 2017 we published A Natural History of 
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir, Huddersfield, a history of Huddersfield’s 
most studied site. 
 
We also publish on-line and in our annual report the Huddersfield List, a 
checklist of all the species of wild birds and additional races that have 
officially been accepted as having been recorded in the area. This is now 
updated annually as a ‘tick list’ to enable birders to record their own yearly 
and lifetime sightings around Huddersfield. 
 
Our publications are to be found in the Huddersfield Library and go to 
many regional and national ornithological and wildlife conservation bodies. 
 
The whole of the Club archive, including all of our publications since 1966, 
has been made available in digital format via our new web site (see below) 
for viewing by the public. This is an invaluable source for everyone 
interested in the history of the birds of the area. 
 
2. Promoting education of the public about wild birds and their 

habitats: 
 
Our lecture and meeting programme runs between September and May 
 
 
 
 



 
 
each year, at which visiting experts present on a wide range of birding 
topics, from local to overseas, with some stunning still and video 
photography. We also have a wealth of birding and photographic expertise  
within the Club and enjoy presentations from members equally as 
knowledgeable and fascinating as our visitors. 
 
Each year, we hold a number of local ‘patch outings’ or bird watching 
walks on which members pass on their knowledge of local sites of 
particular birding interest. 
 
Our web site www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk contains 
information about birding in the area, as well as about the Club and our 
activities. The forum is open to public view and shows the latest local bird 
sightings posted by members, often with photos, and is a great way of 
finding out what is about. 
 
3. Supporting research into conservation of wild birds and their 

habitats: 
 
Readers will be only too well aware of the threat to many of our wild birds, 
but if conservation is to be effective, it needs to be based upon hard 
evidence and research. This is where the Club comes in. We have 
members with substantial experience in bird observation and surveying 
and there is also a role for less experienced volunteers. 
 
The Club has played a major role in many bird life surveys of local, 
regional and national importance, including over 50 for the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO), RSPB, National Trust, Natural England, Peak District 
National Park, Kirklees Metropolitan Council and The Friends of 
Beaumont Park. We also advise Kirklees Council on bird life issues 
through our representation on its conservation committee and provide 
data in connection with proposed planning applications for such as wind 
turbines. 
 
We aim to undertake a survey programme of some type every year, of a 
part of the Club area or of a particular species. 
 
In 2014/15 we launched a nest box scheme, working with another local 
charity the Bridgewood Trust that provides support for adults with learning 
difficulties and which built the boxes at their centre in Edgerton, providing 
occupational work for people in their care. Boxes were provided free of 
charge to several local woodlands, targeting threatened species such as 
Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, as well as more common species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk/


 
 
Our work is undertaken entirely by un-paid volunteers and we rely entirely 
upon the generosity of members and upon voluntary donations for 
funding. 
 
Members of the public are welcome to all of our meetings and patch 
outings, free of charge (voluntary donation), and we try to provide 
something for birdwatchers of all tastes and experience.  It is a great way 
to learn about birds and to meet fellow birders. 
 
So, whether old hand or beginner, why not come along and join us? 
 
Simply contact any member of the Committee - see inside rear cover or 
visit our website for more information. 
 
www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk 
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77 Hawthorne Terrace, Crosland Moor, Huddersfield, HD4 5RP 
Tel. 01484 646990  michael@atheta.plus.com 
 
Recorder: Nick Mallinson 
100 Marsh Lane, Shepley, Huddersfield, HD8 8AS 
Tel. 01484 609027   hbwcrecorder@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:    Trevor Doherty   
trevor.doherty@gmail.com 
 
Membership Secretary:   Hazel Sill 
Wards End Farm, Marsden, Huddersfield, HD7 6NJ 
Tel. 07854739646 hazelsill@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary:        Chris Abell 
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