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FOREWORD by Dr Tim Melling

Seth Mosley was way ahead of his time. At a time when ornithologists
went out with guns, not binoculars, Mosley wrote “ [ regret that the book is
a record of murder and plunder from beginning to end. | do hope the time
will come when men will respect bird life...” He also regretted having given
his stuffed birds to schools because we ought not to encourage children
to look at death, and he frequently bemoans egg collectors, at a time when
shooting and egg collecting was not only legal, but respectable. Yet you
could be sent to prison for a month with hard labour and flogging if you set
the moors on fire between 22 February and 24 June (see the Red Grouse
account).

This takes us back to a time when over 3000 species of birds were known
in the world (there are now over 9000 described species), and the British
List was 493 (it is now 598).

It also takes us back to a time before we realised that Marsh Tits
comprised two species. Mosley was clearly a religious man, as a number
of birds have scriptural notes, and his beliefs and personal views often
spill over into the text. Skylark is a great example of this; “A Skylark in a
cage six inches high is saddest of all — Made by God for the gate of
heaven, condemned by man to the hell of a sunless back yard”.

Overall, Mosley’s book gives a very informed insight into the status of birds
in our area a century ago. But it goes way beyond that with insights into
the ecology of the birds, often as an addendum under notes for farmers,
gardeners or teachers after each species. There is a tendency to think that
all birds would have been much commoner a hundred years ago but this
is not the case. Birds like Corn Bunting (aka Common Bunting) and Yellow
Wagtail were clearly much more common and widespread, but Tree
Sparrow was “a rare stray”. Corncrake had all but disappeared from the
district by 1915 but a map shows its former area of occupation. Many birds
that are common and widespread now were rare or unknown in Mosley’s
day. For example Carrion Crow did not breed, Reed Bunting and
Treecreeper were “formerly resident”’. Green Woodpecker was a rare
visitor while Great Spotted Woodpecker was resident but rare, and Tawny
Owl was “now very rare”. A single Stock Dove was shot in 1901 but when
examined was found to be just a Woodpigeon, so the species continued
as unrecorded in the district. The lack of suitable waterbodies resulted in
a dearth of records of wetland birds; Cormorant was a rare straggler, and
both Ringed Plover and Redshank were known from a single record each,
yet there is a plausible record of Baillon’s Crake.



The book also answered a question that | have pondered from time to time
since | came to live in Huddersfield. “There is a large stone with a pointed
top between West Nab and the Isle of Skye road, on which a cock grouse
is said to perch every morning to crow; it is known as the Cock-crowing-
stone.” A hundred years later this stone has been painted with those very
words.

| think that it is a real credit to Huddersfield Birdwatchers’ Club that they
have managed to bring this extremely rare, valuable and sought-after
book into the hands of anyone interested in birds, and without cost. | don’t
know what Seth Mosley would have made of this digital age technology,
but I'd bet he’d be pleased that his book was still widely available more
than a century after he published it.

Tim Melling
August 2018

Tim is one of the leading ornithologists in Britain and has been a
birdwatcher and natural history enthusiast since childhood, taking a
degree in Zoology and a PhD on the Large Heath Butterfly. He is a Senior
Conservation Officer with the RSPB. He has found many rare birds over
the years, but perhaps most memorable to a Yorkshire audience were the
Little Bunting in his back garden in January 2000 and the Easington
White’s Thrush in 2004. Tim served as Executive Secretary on the British
Ornithological Union’s Records Committee for ten years. He has made
many TV and radio appearances and won the Bird Brain competition at
the British Birdwatching Fair on both occasions that he entered. He
watches and photographs wildlife all over the world, sometimes leading
trips, but British Natural History remains his greatest love.



INTRODUCTION by Mike Pinder

Seth Lister Mosley (1847 - 1929) published his Account of the Birds of the
Huddersfield District in 1915, during his time as curator of the museum at
Huddersfield Technical College. After devoting himself to the study of
natural history for over 60 years, he had become an expert on many of its
aspects. He must have been a remarkable character, incredibly industrious
and passionate about instilling an interest in natural history in the people
of Huddersfield. He was also a very active contributor to the study of
natural history in a Yorkshire-wide and national context.

Mosley’s character is very evident in the book's text, and an impression
comes through of a very careful observer with little time for what he
considered to be unscientific recording and even a rather caustic sense of
humour (see the account of Pallas’s Sandgrouse).

The book deals with the area drained by the rivers Colne and Holme, where
Mosley had a huge amount of field experience. Each species account
starts with a short quote from the earliest published attempt to summarise
the birds of Huddersfield, by C. P. Hobkirk in 1859. Selected species are
illustrated and the coloured distribution maps provided for most of these
are the truly revolutionary aspect of the book. Distribution maps had
appeared in a very few earlier publications, but probably never before in a
local avifauna. The next serious attempt at mapping within a local area was
probably not until the early 1950s. Distribution maps for birds breeding in
the Huddersfield area were not attempted again until 2000. Apart from
those for Rook and Magpie (which show individual Rookeries and nests
respectively), the maps show the areas of distribution in pink. It appears
that Mosley tried to give some idea of population density, although there is
no mention of this in the text. On many maps, the area of pink fades
gradually from right to left, reflecting the transition from more habitat-rich
low-lying agricultural land in the east to the high moorlands in the west. In
the case of Red Grouse, however, the colour fades from west to east,
which equates with the species’ preference for upland habitats. The maps
are mainly of breeding distribution, but two show the winter distribution of
Fieldfare and Redwing.

Mosley was a critical assessor of old records, and his book questions
several of these for their lack of evidence, or as being very unlikely to have
occurred. He rightly ignores a record of Andalusian Hemipode that appears
in Hobkirk’s list, but accepts a record of Purple Martin, though he is careful
to explain that he has been unable to trace the specimen. He also
highlights inaccuracies in Nelson's Birds of Yorkshire published eight years
earlier, where these relate to Huddersfield records, but does so in the
politest terms.



An Account of the Birds of the Huddersfield District was written, illustrated,
printed and published virtually single-handed by Mosley. His son Frederick,
who was head of economic entomology at University College Reading at
that time, is credited as co-author on the title page, but the extent of his
involvement is unknown. The book was sold in 20 instalments to
subscribers, each part costing 6d. From the information on the coloured
postcards that Mosley produced to promote the book, it is apparent that he
originally planned 40 plates and 40 maps, but perhaps because he was
producing the book almost entirely unaided on top of a very busy life, he
fell short of this ambition. As far as is known, none of the extant copies
contains more than 39 plates and 37 maps. One copy was reported to have
an extra map, although it was not stated which species this referred to.

The book shows signs of having been rushed, such as the fact that the
index is unreliable; map and plate references are in several cases muddled
or omitted; the plate for Meadow Pipit is numbered out of sequence; there
are also a number of typographical errors. The quality of print is variable,
especially on the plates and maps, where the captions can be very faint.
The limitations of the printing technology available to Mosley meant it was
not possible to print on the reverse of the plates and maps. As a
consequence the original book contains 76 superfluous blank pages. This
may also explain why the text, plates and maps for some species are not
quite adjacent to each other. Because the book was issued in sections, it
was left to subscribers to have their own copies bound. It seems that
Mosley did not leave sufficient margins for the book to be sewn and
trimmed during the binding process and consequently the reference letters
on the maps are sometimes missing or severely cropped. This may also
explain the lack of a reference number on the plate for Black-headed Gull,
although the index gives it the same reference number as for the Lapwing
plate! None of this, however, detracts from the book’s content and its
importance as an historical document.

It is probably true to say that very few copies of the book ever existed; one
auction catalogue suggested there were perhaps as few as 40. So far, only
25 have been traced with any certainty and not all are complete. The most
accessible copies are in the local history section of Huddersfield Library.
Five are in Museum libraries, and another five in university libraries, mainly
overseas. Of the total, about ten would seem to be in the hands of private
collectors. Because of this scarcity, and the fact that it is attractively
illustrated, any complete copy of the book that comes on the market can
fetch a very high price. As a consequence, An Account of the Birds of the
Huddersfield District has remained largely unknown outside the world of
natural history book collectors. For such a localised avifauna, and for its
period, this book is remarkable, and the inclusion of distribution maps
marks it out especially.



It is a fascinating historical snapshot, and both the book and its author
deserve much wider recognition. It is for this reason that Huddersfield
Birdwatchers' Club has decided to make the book available through our
website for the benefit of a present day audience.

The scans presented here are taken from a "complete" copy, containing
39 plates and 37 maps. We present it as it is, bar the omission of the blank
pages, but otherwise retaining all the vagaries and ageing of the original.
Ouir first edition published in August 2018 has a plate of Eared Grebe. As
a result of research by Stephen Cook, it has emerged that some copies
have a plate of Red-necked Grebe but not of Eared Grebe. Universities,
Museums and a private collector contacted had one or the other of these
two plates but not both. We have been unable to locate a copy with both
plates. For the sake of completeness we have included both Eared and
Red-necked Grebe in this updated edition ( May 2020).

Mike Pinder
May 2020

Further reading:

B. Armitage, J. E. Dale, & S. Hey An Atlas of the Breeding Birds of the
Huddersfield Area 2000

A. Brooke (2012) Brethren in the temple of science - natural history across
the class divide, Huddersfield c. 1848-1865. The Naturalist vol 137 no.
1081 pp. 180-200

A. Brooke (no date) The Curator of Ravensknowle
https:undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/seth-lister-mosley-and-the-
early-years-of tolson-museum

S. Davies (1992) The making of a municipal museum: Huddersfield and
the naturalists. In Huddersfield: A Most Handsome Town ed. E. A, H. Haigh
pp 681-701

C. P. Hobkirk (1859) Huddersfield: its History and Natural History. pp 140-
145


https://undergroundhistories.wordpress.com/seth-lister-mosley-and-the-early-years-of-tolson-museum
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JAME3S REID MOJOSLETY.

T think it appropriats that my fatisr's porkralt sisall form the
Erontispiecs to this voloma.

Torn at Kirkburton, at eoma dats (which he himsall hal forzotten)
previous to 1818, which he conll just remember, he learnt joinery
with my grandfather, who died balore my birth. Farly in life he gave
up joinering and took to handloom weaving, then a Iucrative oooupa-
tion, bat about the tima L was born bazwn &4 stnf birls, basane & gond
hand, and finally gave np weaving and followed birdetuffing to the
end of his Life. Always fond uf a gun, and shooting such as Waxwings,
(oldfinches, Bnow Buntings, ets. then nok encommon, there ia no won-
der that he should desire to hawe thom stitffad, and thers baing no ons
in the district who did ench work, that he should try to do them him-
pelf. The nearcst birdstuffer was st Doncaster, and my father paid
him numerons visits, walking there and back on a Bundey, profting,
no doubt, at every wisit, and T balleve hal four lemsonn, for which ha
paida guinea

At that time thers waa not only no birdstuffer in this distrioct but
g0 fargs | have been able to ascertain thers was mo ona intersstad in
any department of Nature, It may be fairly stated that by his excel-
lant work he created the tarts, and twenty years later were several
gentlemen, hegides many of bumbler means formivg collectione, and
bird-skin clubs snd nsturalist societies began to spring up aumercnsly.

Although he never got much beyond stufing birds and making but-
terfly pictares, ha stepped forward out of the times in which he lived,
and, I believe gave me my love of Nature, at any rate ha did much to
engourage it, and 1 have not forgutten, sl wounld not like to forget,
how, whan I was a very littla boy, he ueed to fake me by the hand to
the fislds and woods, pointing ont every b.rd he sawand telling me ity
pame, often riding me on his Lackif the journey was rather long. 1I
anything I have done by my love of Naturs hLus helped any one, and
I believe it has, my prayer is that the credit of it may go to my father's
mocount,

He finished this stags of his lifs Sept. 20, 1881, and was interrel
at Kirkheaton chureh, where my motaer follawed him twn yeors Inter,
He gave me all his large stock of birds, and his books before he died.

This Volumea Is Dadieatal to his Memory.



PRETFTACE.

This book iz sent forth as the crystalised spars moments of s basy
mun, To have produced it in anything lke its present form at the
prioe would have been an impossibility on commercial lines, and my
only alternative was toprint it myself on a emall hand press. Iam
concioua of ita many defects, but thers were only two ways—to do it
this way or not at all,

The Plates 1 leave to epeak for themselves. I hope they will pus
when the years I hav: worked are taken into consideration ; if any one
ehould consider them « ommendable and wish to know the secret, it is
no flesh, no intoxicanta, no tobacco.

I regret that the book is a record of murder and plunder from hegin-
ning to end. 1 do hope the time will corne when men will respect
bird life, when the rare birds which visit us may be encouraged to
settle down and remain, and the locel species be permitted to do the
good eerviee for ngriculture and horticulture they were sent to do.

The total species recorded for the Dietrict is 187, leaving out a few
doubtful ones, which ie 81 more than Holkirk'slist of 1830, I leava
it to those who doubt this pumber to prove their assertion that all
these have never ocenrred.  If we had had more observers whose re-
cords could have been relied upon the number might have been in-
rreased,

When | broke up my private museum and discontinued colleeting L
gave over T0 cases of Birds to elementary schools, This, T now think,
was a mistake, We ought not to encourage children to tuke pleasure
in locking at dead creatures, and eo long es they are sccessible in a
public moseum when required for reference, good pictures answer all
practical purposes both for educational uses and private study.

It wan originally intended that this volume should form oze of a
series on the Faona, Flora, aud other features of the District, but the
work of preparing it over and above my professional duties has been
#0 heavy that [ sm advised not to procesd with my plan. The matter
for the other departments is now beiny published in the ‘Hudderstield
Weekly Examiner’, whather it will be put ioto book form remaios to
be considerad

4 L Mospy.

Besumont Park, Angoss, 1915



GENERAL NOTES ON BIRDS.
{To be referred to in preparing a Lesson on any Bird.)

Birds are vertebrate animals (with backbone and internal skeleton)
and they have the hottest lilood.

The bones are hollow, and light.

There are air spaces under the skin which the hird can inflate i the hot
blood then heats the air which expands and helps the bird to rise.  ~

Externally the skin 15 clothed with feathers, which are not distributed
uniformly like the hair of mammals (except in Penguins, &c)
but in tracks along the apper and ender surfaces  These feather-
tracks canbe scen plainly in the young of & Perching Dird.

All birds lay eggs, and the great majority build nests, varying in this
respect from no nest at all to the most skilfully made and beautiful
structures.

When both sexes are equally brightly coloured (e.g. Kingfisher) they
lay white eggs in a hole or covered nest, and both birds sit in turn.

1i one sex be brightly coloured and the other plain, and the eggs are
in an open nest, the plain bird only sits {e.g. Pheasant}.

1f both sexes are plain {e.g, Dunnock) they both sit in turn,

Eggs in open nests are coloured, similar to their surroundings—blue-
green (e.g. Llunnock)in hedgerows ; brown ones (eg. Titlark) on
the ground ; drab ones (e.g. Partridge) among withered grass ; &c,

Birds in which the sexes are of the same plain colour (e.g. Sky-
lark) usually pair for life; where there is a moderate dificrence
{e.g. Chaffinch) they pair for the breeding season only; where the
difierence is extreme (e.g. Pheasant) they never permanently pair
but are polygamous.

There are over 3000 kinds of Birds known : about 433 have been met
with in this country : and 189 in this district.

The modern Classification of Birds is somewhat complicated. For
the purposes of this work the older and more easily understood plan
of dividing into seven Orders will be followed, but the Perchers will be
placed first. These orders are :—

1 Perchers. 3 Birds of Prey. 5 Waders.
2 Climbers. 4 Scratchers. 6 Swimmers.
7 Runners. (Ostriches, &c., not British.)



BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.

Tue Dearsace-acga oF THE Uonye, Horue, sxp Fexav Becx.

ORDER 1.

PERCHERS.

This Order comprises all these birds which have three toes in front and
one behind, whose claws are short and little curved, and the feet gen-
erally adapted for grasping small twigs. It includes the great majority
of birds, mostly of small size,the largest being one of the Lyre Birds
of Australin, which is nearly as large as a pheasant ; the smallest is the
least kind of Humming Bird (8. America) no bigger than a moderate
sized humble bee.

" The young of Perching Birds are hatched naked and blind, and for
some time are helpless, being fed by the parents till able to fly—12 to
14 days.

In this order are all the true singing birds, though a very large num-
ber have no real song.  Usually the plainly coloured ones are the best
singers. As a rule itis the males only which sing.

These birds build the most beautiful and complete nests of any birds,
but there is great variation in this respect.

All the small birds we see about here, and up to the size of a Rook
(Cuckoo and one or two others excepted) belong to the Perchers.



THE CROW FAMILY.

Typical Crows are glossy black with metallic reflections, but many
true crows are black and grey or black and white. Other members of
the Crow Family (but not true crows), such as Magpies and Jays, are
often very brightly coloured. Dut the climax of fantastic coloar and
decoration is to be found in the Dirds of Paradise of New Guinea, and
the Bower Birds of Queensland

The family characteristic is a stout strong beak, with arched upper
ridge, suitable for digging.

They build nests of sticks in trees or on rocks.

They are omnivorous feeders,

They have no song, and the call is harsh.

In all the British kinds the sexes are alike in colour.

The Starlings connect this family with the next; they have a song
and build in holes.

! RAVEN (Coreus corer).

A former resident, but long extind® in this Districh
“Kirklees, but does not breed there." —Hobkirk, 1850

The only evidence 1 have been able to find in support of the placing
of this species in a list of the Birds of this District 15 the existence of
the place-name—Ravensknowle, a prominent hill point a little to the
north-east of Almondbury, This prominent place overlooks a wide
flat valley, in former time, no doubt, thickly woeded. 1 can remem-
ber part of the slope being wooded, and a road along the hill side is
still known as Forest Road. This would form an admirable look-ont
place for these birds, commanding an extensive view of the forest, in
which probably they bred. They bred at Walton Hall, near Wakefield,
up to 1813, and Morris says that Ravens were common in most parts of
the country in 1819,

Scriprurat NoTes.—The Raven is the frst bird mentioned by name in
the Bible (Gen, viil, 5} [t was the first creature sent out of the ark, but
finding no place 1o rest, kept going and returning, perhaps feeding on
the Boating carcases of drowned animals, and thus became a carrion feed-
er : vile habits become permanent if freely indulged in.

The raven i a wild wary bird, but Gob ean compel the wildest to obey
him. When Eljah went and hid in a cave by the brook Cherith, for fear
of Jezebel (1 Kings xvii, 3) Gop commanded the ravens to take him
food, which he had not only the power but the right to do, as he pro-
vides the ravens with theirs (Job xxxiii, 41 ; Fs. cxlviy, g; Loke xii, 24).

Solomon says "The eye that mocketh his father, and despiseth Lo obey
hiz mother, the ravens of the valley shall pluck it out” {(Frov, xxx. 17):
that is he should dieand rot on the ground, and the ravens, always on the
lonk out for carcases, would come and pick out his eves, which are the first
parts attacked. At the pregent day. and in this country, where dead bodies
are no longer allowed to lie about, even a worse fate may befall the evil
eye. A certain young man who mocked his father and despised his mother
became biind.

The Hebrew word translated “raven™ 15 usually a generic word including
all the crow tribe, of which there are many kinds i FPalestine, inciuding



2 BIRDE OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.

1he Hooded Crow and a Book very like nurs. “They are not only numerons
in kinds but in individuals, and although therr harsh notes are sometimes
almost deafening. they render good service in clearing away the offensive
nffal from the towns,

o THE CROW (Coress coranc).
Formerly a resident, now a rare visitor.

“Common, but seldom breeds," —Rddison, 1844 (vide "Birds of Yorks.')
“Commoen m the wooded parts of the distriet ™ Hobkirk, 1539,

I am not aware that this hird has bred in this district for many years,
though formeriy undoubtedly it did so. The pair in the Museum were
shot from 2 nest in Storthes Hall woods forty-five or fifty years ago, by
the keeper—Matthew Pemberton. Two eggs were taken from the nest,
and both birds and eggs were brought to my father, who stuffed the
former for the late Alired Beanmont, and gave me the latter, as 1 had
just begun to collect.  After many years the birds and their eggs have
again met in the Huddersficld Museam,

I am told by the old keeper at Farnley Mill that Carrion Crows are
still seen about occasionally. 1 saw a pair, so recently as July 1008,
careering over the moors about Cook's Study.

They still breed about Bretton and Cannon Hall.

& HOODED CROW (Corvus corniz).
Rare visitor in severe winters,

Mot mentioned by Hobkirk.

The Royston or Hooded Crow differs from the Black or Carrion
Crow in having thz back and underparts dark grey, the head, wings,
and tail only being black, During continued snow or [rost it1s occa-
sionally seen an the high grounds. The pair in the Museum were shot
on Grange Moor many years ago, and were stuffed for the late Alfred
Beaumont by my father. He had also others through his hands—one
shot near Uook's Study, and another from Wessenden Head. There
is a record {Nat.,1875, p. 24) of one killed on Btorthes Hall Moor.
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THE CROW FAMILY, 7

-

4 R{}DK [rl"nra--;u_.'}r:gffrl._lm.ej.

An abundant resident.

- " In cultivated districts.” —Habkirk, 185

The Rook is the largest Perching Dird commonly found in this Dis-
trict, and is the first truly local resident bird we have to notice. A
Rook is usually called & “crow.” and although it is o« crow this term
kad better be restricted to 2he Crow (No 2.

There are many rookeries within our area, but 1 am not at present
able ta give, as [ hope to later on®, the exact number, and number of
mests in each. The largest is a little way out of Helmfirth on the
Huddershield Road, which, when [ counted them in 1909, consisted of
208 nests. I shall be obliged to persons who will count the nests in
rookeries and send me the results,

Omne with a curious crossed bill was shot on Taglor Hill many years
ago. Itwentinto the late Alfred Beanmont’s collection, but did not
come to the Technical College with the rest of his birds.

Head of the Taylor Hill Rook.

NoTes For FarMmEwrs.-- Rooks do good, and also mischiel. The harm
they do s in digging up potatoes; pecking turnips, and so letting in frost |
eating newly sown corn ; and, where they can get in, visiting hen-roosts
and eating the eges.  The mischief they commit is mainky on account of
their large numbers ; the natural food being insufficient they are driven to
seck other supplies.  Their natural check—the Buzzard —having been ex-
terminated, and their not being shot o this district, they have increased
L'EJ_'.’"}!'].[! natural proportinns, ’

Fo set against this there = the great amount of good they do.  Their
natural food consi=ts, very largely, of the large grubs of cockehafer, daddy,
and ghost, allof which 10T he mest destructiveof farm pests. Some
yeiars ago | watehed a | 3 il suceessive days from my
study window. They o y I i about 11 0'clock,
and remainedTor about twea hours, O t ugh a telescope | saw
they were catching something, and following one bird it seemed to make a
catch about every twoeminutes, On going to the field after the birds had
gone away the first day [ found nothing in particular except a few daddy.

long-legs among the grass. On going to the same ficld again next morn-

* See Sopplementary Notes at the end.



B BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.
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ing between nine and ten o'clock 1 found it swarming with these insects
and numerous pupa-cases, from which they had emergead, in the bottom of
the grass. The birds came agnin as the day before, and when they hap
gone | again went to the field and found that the daddy-long-legs had
gone alsa. So 1t was pretty ciear that the rooks were catching the insects,
and from the above figures it is easy to calculate the approximate number
destroved. Supposing one-half were females, and each wsually lays 200
eggs, and allow that half of the grubs only come o maturity, the number
of grubs prevented or destroyved by Rooks will beseen to be very great,

MNoTes For TEacHERS (read the ahove, and alsn ppo1, 3, and top par-

ofn p. §l.—Take the ronk as a type of the Crow Family. )
he ook is gregarions all the vear, nests near houses, and face is bare
of feathers (except in voung hirds).

The Crow 15 solitary all the vear. nests in large woods, and face is feather.
edalways,

New sticks are useid for the nests, and the Roaks hreak them off with thedr
strong beaks ¢ the sticks are cemented by dropping wet clay or stiff mud.
and the lining is grass, old rags, or anythingsoft.  Many are blown down
during the winter, andnew ones are built in spring. Those not blown dowr:
are repaired, and become very large. If new nests are blown down in spring
more compact ones are built.  Begin in March. )

Sleep at rookerv from March to September ; then several rookeries unite
and sleep at one through winter,

Inbreeding time some go foraging, others stay on guard, afterwardsall go,
They go 1010 jomiles.  Returning tired, nearly dark, thEIy fly low, slowly,
one uﬁj bird frst, cawing at intervals to lead theway 1f benighted they
“camp out™ in some tree till morning,

Mr. Netherwood, of Sheepridge, told me of 2 man who shot a roeok and
was severly attacked by the rest of the flock, so much so that he had to run
for his life to the ncarest coltage. On another occason, when return-
ing to the rookery one night over Mr. Netherwood's garden, as they often
d:g. he fBred a shot of powder only, just Lo ses what tit would have an
the birds. They flew 1a all directions, and never returned again the same

way for weeks,

Grub of Cockchaler. Maggot of Daddy-long-legs.
Destructive farm pests on which the Rock feeds.
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& JACKDAW (Corone monedula).

A not uncommon resident.
* Rare near Huddersfield."— Eddison, (544
“ Rreeds at Almondbury Church."—Hobkick, 1835,

Now the Jackdaw s not uncommon, and may ofien be seen assacia’
ted with Rooks. It may be distinguished by its smaller size. quicker
flap, and the note, which is not “‘caw’’ like that of the Rook, bug “'yak
vak" repeated rather quickly, The plumage is not so metallic blue-
black as in the Kook, and old birds are grey at back and sides of neck.

Many years ago 2 mill chimney was built at Slaithwaite with holes
in. Jackdaws bred in these holes, and probably still do.

They have also bred at Woodsome and Storthes Hall, and in an old
mill at Holmfirth, as well as the unfinished mill (now pulled down) in
Deanhead Valley. T have also seen them about the church tower -at
Kirkburton.

The pair in the Museum were obtained at Blaithwaite.

Speciat INTEREST.—ALl the Crows which lay in open nests have egg-
smeared over with olive-green and brown, Lr_v.uali{y almost or quite cover-
ing the bluish-white ground colour; probably protective among the grees
eaves und brown twigs and shadows, But the eges of the Jackdaw, which
are laid in holes, are bluish-white with comparatively few spots. It is sup-
posed that within comparatively recent time this bird has changed its
habit and taken to nesting in holes. This might have been in consequence
of the destruction of the primative forests. The result seems to be thal
there being no further use for the protective colouring on the eggs they are
losing it. MNature pever kesps anything which ceases to be of use.

i MAGPIE (Pica candafa).
(PLATE 1l and Mar B.)

A common resident, formerly abundant.
* Common,“—Hobkirk, 1855

Owing to their taking the eggs of game the number al Magpies has
been greatly reduced by gamekeepers during the past fifty years. But
they are still fairly common, and breed more ar less wherever there are
trees or woods, even as high as the plantation near the top of Holme
Moss at over LB0UfL, altitude,

When out eollecting, with Miss Ball and four girls from the High
School, on Oct. 14, 1910, at the top end of Honley 0ld Wood, we saw
eight Magpics in one field at one time,

It is one of our most conspicuous birds, and it would be a pity for
it to be exterminated. But alas ! the love of destruction; gnite re-
rently I saw nine nailed up on an estate where game is not strictly
preserved.



10 DIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT

I have known one or two nests without the dome, and another, in
Harden Clough, within eight feet of the ground, on a sloping hill side.

It is stated (DBirds of Yorks.) that previons to 1859 large numbers of
Magpies used to assemble on Stocks Moor during severe weather in
winter, No reason is given, but it was probably the quantities of hlack.
berries which formerly grew there. | was told, by Mr. Wood of Almond-
bury, when over eighty, that when a boy he and his brother used to go
with a *long can and two quart cans, and oearly i1l them with black-
berries in an afternoon.

The old local name for the Magpie is “Pienst’’,

MNores ror Teacners (read the above, pp. 1 and 3, and first paragraph on
. 5l.—The old name [or the Magpie is Pie, and being black and white
anvthing élse of these two colours 15 sand to be pled. Thus we have Pied
Wagtail, Pied Flycatcher, Pied Woodpecker, &c, There iz a black and
white math called the Magpie Moth, and a Magpie Mushroom.

The nest of the Magpie can be distinguished from a solitary rook’s nest
by its having a dome of sticks built over the top, probably to hide the
somewhat conspicuous sitting bird. But the long tail protrudes beyond
the dome, and gets the full sun upon 1n, which may account for its metallic
colours (show Humming Bards, &c., from tropics).

Magpies are oftan kept tame, and allowed their liberty, They can be
taught to repeat words. But they are very mischievous, pitfening any
bright object they can find. Gold rings, bracelets, pins, &<, have smoe-
times been lost in this way. the bird going inta the bedroomthrouph nn
open window, and servants wrongfully aceused of theft,

Magpie Moth, Magpie Mushroom.
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7 JAY (Gorrulus glandmriug),

Formerly resident, now extinct locally.
“1n extensive woods "—Hebkirk, 1555 and 1868,

The Jay is an attractive bird at close quarters on acconnt of ihe
bright blug feathers on the wing. but alive its notes are as harsh and
discordant as any of the crow family ; to “scream like a Jay” used to
be a common saying.

1 can remember the time [when this bird was not uncommon in the
Mollicar and adjacent woods. It also bred in Woodsome and Storthes
Hall Woods ; the pair in the Museum came from the latter place. It
used to be in Grimescar, and Mr. B, Fisher informs me that his father
remembered it in Bank Wood., My father shot several in Kennerley
Wood when he was keeper there from about 1358 to "62, and David
Woffenden brought it occasionally from Whitley Hall,

But the Jay is a poacher, taking both eggs and young birds, and has
had to pay the pepalty of extermination in consequence.

[Mutcracker.—Tu N lson's ‘Birds of Yorkshire' it is stated that
“The Rev. ;. D. Armitage possesses an example which was killed in
Dungson Woeod, Huddersiield, in 1570, and was purchased of Mr. 8. L,
Mosley who preserved it.”"  (n the appearanca of this work I wrote to
say that 1 knew nothing whatever of this bird. The Author communi-
cated with Mr. Armitage, who stated that he purchased it from my
father, but maintained that it was shot in Dungeon Wood. There must
have besn some misunderstanding, however, as no British-killed bird
of this spacies ever pussed throngh my hanls, aud 1 am equally certain
my father never had ome: if he hiad I should have known, I have asked
for proof, but it has not been supplied. Tt must be distinetly nnderstood
that it is not Mr. Armitage's word which is doubted. ]

8 STARLING (Sturnus rulgaris).

(FPLate 11 and Mar C.)

An abundant resident, wherever there are old buildings or fields.

“ Awidely dispersed species—Hoblkirk, 1850 and 1568

The Starling is a sub-trepical bird which has extended its range to
the northward within historic time. Almost within living memory it
was quite a rare bird in Yorkshire, and unknown in Scotland.

In summer they live in pairs about buildings where there are holes,
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in which a loose nest of straw with a few feathers is made ; the fiver
six eggs are pale blush-white without spots.  After the breeding season
they flock together, sometimes in thousands, and live in the country.
When these flocks fly the birds keep perfect order, as if moved by one
common impulse, They all roost together, very olten among ever-
greens,

The local name is Shepster, which i3 a corruption of * sheep-stare,”
derived from a habit of this bird, that when it alights on the back of a
sheep or cow the first thing it does is to look {stare} around to see that
all is clear.

The song of the Starling is a somewhat pleasing jabble, utteredin a
low suppressed tone, as though the bird was afraid to sing out.

There is a record (Nat. 1865, p. 72) of a white one obtained near

Golcar.

NoTtes rok FarMeErs—-The Starling is one of the most usaful of birds on
the farm. It feeds almost entirely on worms and grubs, and 15 not much a
fruit bird, although | once saw several busy eating berries of mountain ash.
They may often be seen walking about among the feet of cattle picking up
the worms and grubs which wriggle out of the soil disturbed by the tread
of the heavy animals.  Small flocks semetimes associate with rooks, and
pick up the grubs which the rooks consider too small to trouble with ; so
the Starlings benefit by the rooks' diggings. They may occasionally be
szen perched on the backs of sheep or cattle picking off the parasites,

MNoTes ror TEACHERS (read the abave, also pp. 1 and 1. —Though placed
here in the Crow Family, Starlings are not crows | the upper ridge of the
bill isstraight. The metallic colours are indicative of sun heat,

In autumn, when the birds have newly moulted, each feather 18 broadiv
tipped with buffy.white, and these tips almost hide the metallic colours.
During winter these white tips get worn off, and through the summer the
bird is nearly wholly metallic, almost without spots. In this way many
birds change colour without a moult,

The young birds, when fully grown, are dull brownish.grey, but this is
changed fur the adult dress at the first moult.

9 ROSE-COLOURED PASTOR (Fastor roseus).

A very rare visitor, one only reported.

“One shot at Edgerton."—Hobkirk, 1859

This bird is recorded twice in Nelson's ‘Birds of Yorkshire' but both re-

fer to the same occurreénce,

This bird is common on the Continent, and often stravs as far as
the Bouth of England, but no further instance of its occurrence in this
District has been reported since the above, This bird was shot, I be-
lieve, in 1859, and was stuffed by a barber called Tom Andrews. My
father bought it from him, and kept it in a dark case upstairs, where
he kept many good things out of sight, At his death it came into my
possession, and I placed it in my public museum at Beaumont Park,
the contents of which were afterwards transferred to the Technical

College Moseum, where this bird now is.
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THE FINCH FAMILY.

The members of the Finch Family are all small birds, all the world
over. Itincludes, in this country, the true Finches and the Buntings ;
in the former the gape of the bill is straight, in the latter there is an
angle about the middle, and the mandibles are nipped in at the gape
like a pair of ronnd-nosed pliers.

They all feed principally on seeds, and Buntings have a projection
from the roof of the mouth which is used for taking the skin off the
seed ; during the process it is rolled roand in the mouth. The youhg
are fed on caterpillars.

After the breeding season they unitein flocks, often several kinds to-
gether, and through the winter visit stack-yards, stubble-fields, &c,
where they do a great deal of good by the pumber of seeds of weeds
they destroy.

There is usually a difference in the coloration of the sexes (sexual
dimorphism).

Nearly all have 2 song {males), and some of them are amongst our
best singing birds : the Canary is a finch.

They all build somewhat complicated nests, some being first-rate
examples of bird architecture,

There have been met with in thiscountry 25 kinds of Finches and 15
of Buntings, and 18 and 5 respectively in this District.

Abroad the members of this family amount to thousands of different
kinds, amongst the most remarkable being the Weaver Birds.

10 GREENFINCH (Ligwrius chloris).
(PLATE IV, and Map D.}

A common resldent, frequenting bushy places,
“Common.""—Hobkirk, 185g.

Most frequent on the coal measures, because of the larger number of
bushes and hedges.  Its almost uniform green coloration is indicative
of its habitat ; many woodland birds are more or less green to hide them
among the green lesves. When on the ground in a weedy stubble its
green back is of equal service. L ) o

In spring the male indulges in a tumbling flight, in which it sings as
it flies, but it also sings from the top of a bush. The earliest record for
the song, in this District, is by Mr. Freer, at Linthwaite, March 9, 1891,

The local name is Green Len (an abbreviation of Linnet).

There is, in the Museum, a very pale drab one, almost white, tinted
with lemon-yellow in places, shot in Dungeon Wood by my father, when
eollecting and stuffing for Alfred Beaumont.

MNores For FagMERS.—This bird renders great service inwinter by the

aumber of seeds of various weeds which it takes from the ground, and in
summer by the number of caterpillars it takes for its young. On the other



14 BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.,

hand it is occasionally troublesoms to seed in spring. In garden cultiva.
tion the bestplan is to stretch some invisible black thread about 6in. above
the suil ; it frightens them when they attempt to alight.  In the field this
cannot be done, and a boy with 2 rattle must be emplayed.

Nores ror TeacHERS (read the ahove, also p. 1h—The nest is made of
fine twigs and roots. lined with horsehair, which the birds pick up from
farm yards, stables, places where hiorses have been rubbing themselves a.
gainst a post, &c. The eggs (5-6) are bluish-white, with pink and black
spots at the large end,

show other gre¢n woodland birds —Willow Wren, Wood Wren, &,

Wordswarth has a short poem on this bird,

11 HAWFINCH (Coccothrausics vulgards),

(PLATE V)
A rare visitor, but has onee or twice bred here

This bird was unknown locally in Hobkirk's time, and there is there-
fore no mention ef it in his book. Since then, however, it has extend-
ed its range northward and is now fairly common in several places in
Yorkshire,

There are several records for this District. What seems to be the
first is by Varlay, who reported two seen near Longley Hall (Nat. 1875,
p. 24).  Another was reported from Marsden (Nat. 1884, p 185) ; and
Mr. Porritt noticed it, several times, at Crosland Hall during his resi-
dence there (Nat. 1301, p. 364; 1902, p. 276).

That it has bred here seems pretty clear. There is a young bird in
tha Museum which was shot at the bottom of Dalton in 1902, and the
same year I saw peapods at Sheepridge which, I feel sure, had been cut
by this bird. It probably breeds every year, but the most likely places
being strictly private, and observers few, doubtless many instances re-
main unrecorded,

Motk ror GarbENeRs—Should this bird become commeon here it wall
occasionally be troublesome among peas, as it now 15 in the southern parts

of England. 1t clips the peas out with its large strong bill, pod and all, as
neatly asif done with a ticket-punch, B‘gmtﬁ'y as for Greenfinch (No. 1o}

12 CHAFFINCH (Fringilla celebs).
{PraTe VI, Mar E.)

An abundant rzasident.
“Common"—Hobkirk, 1839.

Found throughout the District wherever there are trees or large
bushes, but much more abundant on the coal measures than on the
millstone grits, in consequence of the greater amouut of woods and
hedges.
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THE FINCH FAMILY. 15

The earliest date T have for the song is Feb. 17, 1886, by Mr, Freer
at Linthwaite,

The Chaflinch may be distinguished from all other common loesl
birds by the white on its wings, which shows conspicuonsly when the
bird flies.

Lonce found & nest, in Penmyspring Wood, with entirely blue eggs.

The loeal name is Spink. There iz o Spinkoest Hosd between
Birkby and Fdgerton,

NoTe ror Farmers,—This bird feeds, 1 believe, entirely on the seeds of
weeds, and caterpillars; | have had no complaints of any harm.

NoTES PoR TeacHERS (read the above, and also pp. 1, 3, and 12} —After
the breeding season the males and females separate and associate insepar-
ate flocks, either to themselves or along with othersesd-eating birds. This
habit gave rise to the specific name ceder which means a bachelor.

The nest is one of the most compact and skillully made of any British
bird. It is built of moss, lined with horsehair and a feather or two, Cob-
web is spread over the outside, and on this bits of lichen (where lichen
grows) are stuck, to make the nest like the tree-trunk or branch against
which il is usnally built. The eggs (5-6) have a pale blue ground, with
rust-brown washes (which in some instances entirely obscure the ground
colour) and black spots,

After the autumn moult the feathers have broad grey edges, which are
waorn away through the winter, and the bright colours are best ahout April,
These extra edges serve two purposes—as extra covering for the winder.
and to keep the marriage dress clean for the spring.

13 BRAMBLING (Fringilla montiringsla),

A winter visitor, in severe weather in flocks.
“Storthes Hall Wonds."—Hobkirk, 185g.

Formerly, when the winters were more severe, and I went out with
my father on his shooting expeditions, we frequently came acrosa flocks
of this bird. The pair in the Museum were shot from one of these in
Birkhouse Lane. It was also brooght to him often by the keepers
from Storthes Hall and Whitley, and by Dan Oldroyd from Scholes,
I have seen it abont Tinker's Monument and Gatehead when searching
for the moth templi in November and Decembar.

It has been reported {Nat, 1834, p. 194) from the Marsden moors,

It is ensily distinguished, when it flies, by its white rump.

The Brambling, or Bramble Finch, breeds in the Far North of both
Europe and Asia, and only migrates as far as England during very
severe and lang continued hard weather,
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14 GOLDFINCH (Carduclis slegant).
A rare visitor. but has bred here,

Not meationed by Hobkirk, althongh my elder brother, who lived
4 young man at Lepton about the time Hobkirk wrote, ueed to tell me
that it was often caught there by birdeatchers, Varley had one shot on
ﬁlﬂtﬂn Bank, and the pair in the Musenm were obtained on Crosland

00T,

The above I‘E[ﬁr, maiu!}, to bards obtained in the winter, but T belisve
it has bred, within recent jyears, at two places, at least, within onr
area. J. A, Brooke, Esq., )P, informs me that he has ropeatedly seen
a pair about his garden at Fenay Hall, and feels sure they have bred
there. Mr. Netherwood alsa in{umnurl me, in [910, that & pair had
nested in his garden at Sheepridge, and had got off thelr young, but
all the brood, parents as well, were afterwards caught by law-breaking
birdeatchers.

15 BISKIN (Carduclis spinus).

A rare winter visitor.
“Shot on Kilner Bank some vears ago."—Hobkirk, 1859,

Abont sixty years ago, one very severs winter, large flocks of Siskine
visited the alder treee about Fenay Bridge, and remained two or three
weeks feeding on the secds, My father, who then lived at Fenay
Bridge, shot many of them, and the pair in the Museum were from
these. My brother, who was a boy at the time, told me that ore of
them was ® nearly white."” Unfortunately I did not know of this until
after my father's death, and it is strange he never told me of it himself.

Varley shot one on Dalton Bonk,

16 LINNET (Lnota cannabing).
{PLaTE VII, Mar F)

Fairly common resident.
“Commeon. —Hobkirk, 1559,

Thinned down by hirdestchers since Hobkirk's time, this bird is
still fairly common where there are whin bushes. Many such places
have been broken up, and the bird's range restricted.

The adnlt male in breeding dress, with crimson cap and deep pink
breast, is the Bed Linnet of birdeatehers. _

The winter male, withont the pink breast, but with brown back, is
the Brown Linnet.
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THE FINCH FAMILY. 17

The female, in which the back is not brown as in the male, is the
Grey Linnet,
A pied one in the Mustom was shot on Castle Hill side.

MNote ror FarMers, —This bird is very fond of the seeds of rape, turnip,
cabbage, &c. and where these crops are Zrown for seed, and the birds plenti-
ful, they may do damage.

The Linnet is often kept as a cage-bird, on account of its song, which,
though low, is cxcesdingly swest. But the keeping of birds in cages shoufd
be discouraged, and children should be told 1o go ta the country to hear
l1.:.11:*. tI;}lr-:]:?- sing. A Linnet'ssong is never so sweei s rom the top of a whin

[FEATH

The nest, usually placed in a prickly whin bush, is made of coarse dry
grasistems and roots, lined with cow.hair, obtained from where cows have
rubbed themselves against posts or trees. The eggs (5-6) are very like those
of the Greephnch, but rather smaller,

17 LESSER REDPOLL (Linota rufuscens),

A not uncommon resident.
“Not uncommon,”—Hobkirk, 1856

Not quite s0 common now as when Hobkirk wrote. A vear or twe
after the publication of the first edition of his * History,” when in the
height of my birdnesting days, I often came across the neat little nest
of this beautiful finch. About Dalton, Pennyspring Wood, and in the
hedges behind Castle Hill were the places where I most frequently
found it. Varley had eggs from Lepton Great Wood.

The local name was Chivey Len, but these names are being forgat
in the mad rush of bovs and young men for sport,

A pure white bird of this species was picked up dead at Kirkheaton
(Month. Cire. Hudd. Nat. SBoe., April, 1889) and passed into the late
Alfred Beaumont's collection after he went to live at Lewisham.

18 TWITE (lLinota flavirestra).

Common resident on ling moors.
"Moorland districts, Shepley, Meltham."—Haobkirk, 1850

Common, [ believe, on all our ling moors, even on Crosland Moor,
where formerly we often found its nest; Varley once found one with
six white eggs.

Its partiality for the moors has gained fer it the name of Mountain
Linnet,

In cormmon with other moorland birds in continued frosts or snows
the Twite leaves the moors for stubbles and farm-yards ata lower level.
When investigating above Hepworth one day last winter, a snow-
storm came on, and 1 crouched under the lee side of a wall, covering
myself with an umbrella,  Presently a number of T'wites came up from
& garden and elung to the wall, some quite close to me, and remained
twittering until the storm had passed.
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A nearly white one was shot on Scholes Moor, and was stuffed by
Dan Oldroyd, but [ do notknow what became of it

Notes ror STunesrs.—The South Yorkshire moors lorm the seuthern
Limat of the breeding range of tnis speeics,

The Aush of msti;.pink which comes on the hreasts of the males of other
linnets in the breeding season, in this species comes on the rump,

13 HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus).
(PLATE VIII, Mar G)

An abundant resident, wherever there are buildings or cultivation.
“Plentiful.'—Hobkirk, 1850.

Owing mainly to the destruction of the Sparrowhawk, the arch-enemy
of this bird, Sparrows have enormonsly increased during the last

LWEnty years,

The nest, usually builtin a hole in a building, is sometimes built in
a tree openly, and such are often erroneously called * Tree Sparrows."”
During my birdnesting days a pair of Sparrows bailt a nest in a tree at
Kid Royd. My companion—Joseph Whitwham—pulled the nest out
nine times, and each time the birds built a new one in the same place.
The tenth nest was allowed to remain, and they reared their young.

Several pied, and one or twe white ones, have occurred in the Dis-

trict.

MNotes ForR FirMErs.— The Sparrow 2 the most troublesome bird the
larmer has to deal with. Its large numbers, its great powers of increase, its
partiality for corn, and its ability to subsist under almost any conditions,
make ita troublesome pest, particularly at seed-time and harvest. They
alzo bore into stacks and get at the ears, and with mioe, pilfer the grain,
They stop up spouts, and even disused chimneys, with their nests, causing
inconvenience, damage and expense.  Of courss, in all this, man aloneis
to blame in having upset the balance of naturs by removing the natural
check. It must not he forgotten, however, that the Sparrow has a useful
side to its life, and, when in its natural proportions, serves, &s all creation
does, & useful purpose.  As with all seed-eating birds, the young are fed on
caterpillars, and if a young Sparrow eatstwenty a-day during the fourteen
days it isin the nest, and of there are five in a brood, and three bronds in a
sedson, it is easy to get at an approximate number of caterpillars destroyed
by ome pair in one =eason. The best remedy would be the restoration of the
Sparrowhawk.

Mores por TeacHERS {rened the above, and also pp. 1, 3, and 12b—The
Sparrow has nosong, but it has a vanety of different notes, used to express
itzelf to its fellows.

The nest is a looss bundle of steaw, with & hole in at ona side, and lined
with feathers. Therggs are bluish-white, more or less spottéed and smeared
with grey or brown.

ScRIPTURAL MoTEs,—The Hehrew word translated “sparrow™ in Ps, cii,
7. occurs about forty timesin the Bibile, but in all instances, except two, it
is translated “bird™ or “lowl" in our Authorised Version, and seems to be a
generic word which included a number of different small birds, just as ow
word hawk includes & dozen kinds. The equivelant Greek word translated
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THE FINCH FAMILY. 14

“sparrow” in the New Testament, is also a word including, probably, all
common small birds without a distinctive name. Some passages seem Lo
refer to one bird, some to apother. Amongst the numerous kinds of smafl
birds found in Palestine are several kinds of true sparrows, including both
the kinds found i this eountry.

20 TRELE SPARROW (Passer montana),

A rare stray.
“Storthes Hall Wonds ; partial to old trees."—Hobkirk, 1859

The above remark, doubtless written by Lnchbald, seems to indicate
that it bred there, but he was so careless in the manner of putting his
records down that it might have been simply a thought in his mind at
the time, retained from some book. I have no evidence that this bire
has ever bred within this District, although it is quite likely to have
%o!s&c 50, as a colony did breed, and probably still does so, at Horbury

ridge,

I used to find this bird occasionally among sparrows netted for shoot-
ing. The pair in the Museum were caught in this way, in Dalton, by a
man called John Crossley, of Dirkhouse Lane, Moldgreen. 1 have
seen others caught near Almondbury.

As stated above, sparrows' nests in the branches of trees are not
those of the Tree Sparrow, which always builds in a hole, either in a
wall, rock, or ald tree.

Note—The Tree Sparrow differs from the House Sparrow in being a
little smaller, @ white patch on each side of the neck, and a chocolate
hood The note is different.

21 BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula europea).

Resident, now rare, but formerly common.
“Gardens and shrubberies,"—Hobkirk, 1850

Birdeatchers are again responsible for the thinning down of this bird.
Tn my birdnesting days I frequently came across the bird, and some-
times itz nest, in the woods about Mollicar, Woodsome, and Storthes
Hall. The last pair I saw, five or six years ago, was in the Far Wood,
Farnley, but Miss Barker, Librarian at the Technical College, informs
ma thatzhe saw a pair of birds at Shelley, on the 23rd of this month
LApril, 1912) which, from specimens in the Museum, ghe identified as
Bullfinches,

Saveral instances have ocourred of Bullfinches turning black when
kept in confinement and fed on hempseed ; such a one is now in the
poseeasion of & man at Moor End,

When a boy I used to keep a hen Bullfinch which was & good singer,
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and timed its melodies tomy mother’s songe which she always sang at
her bobbin-wheel,

NoTE FoR GARDENERS. — The Bullfinch s occasionally troublesome in
orchards by nipping off the lower-buds in the spring. [ was once shown 4
pear tree, in Dr. Wrenche's garden at Baslow, which had only one pear on
each branch, at the very extremity of a slender twig where the Bullinches
could not perch to take the terminal bud. A stuffed or dummy cat, sus-
pended in the tree in March, so that it moves with the wind, will lzetp them
off.

22 CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra).

An occasional winter migrant, in extreme weather in flocks.

A visitor fromm Norway in late autuman ; a flock of these birds in Thurs
tonland Fir wood, in 1857."—Hobkirk, 1850

The home of this bird is the fir woods of the Far North, which it
does not leave except when, by continued severe weather, it is driven
southward in search of food. At such times flocks resch this -country,
and settle, for a time, in our fir woods. There have boon severnl visits
gince the one mentioned by Hobkirk, the last one in the severe winter
of 1909-10. The pairin the Beaumont Collection came from the fluck
of 1857. :

Une is relmrt.ed {Na.t. 1584, P 194-} from the Marsden moors, pl'uh—
ably some fir plantation on the meor edge,

MNote—Thecurious hill isadapted for opening the fir cones tn get out the
seed, on which this hird feeds. Longfellow has a short poem on a legend
accounting for its form.

a3 YELLOWHAMMER (Ewberiza citrinella).
(PLATE IX, Mar H.)

A common resident.
=Abundant and generally distributed.”"—Hoblkirk, 1855

The above remark is mot quite correct; probably no animal or
plant is generally distributed. It was an expression commonly found
in natural history books in Hobkirk's day, but it must be given up. The
Yellowhammer, or Yellow Bunting, loves places filled with high grass
and low bushes. Itis, therefore, not found on the moors, and is much
less common on the millstone grits generally than on the coal measures,
where it is much better accommodated. ) )

The old local name is Youldring, a eorruption of Gold-ning, from
the yellow collar round the neck of an old male bird.

I once found a nest, in Harden Clough, with white eggs.

The earliest date for the song is March 10 (1902) by Mr. E. Fisher,
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THE FINCH FAMILY. 21

NoTes manuur,ns.—Tpee Yellowhammer associates with other seed-
eating birds in winter, and does a great amount of good by eating the seedd
ﬂl wsul:. instubbles. | have not heard of any complaints of any injury it

as done,

MNoTes For TeackHers.—The nest iz loozely made of dry grass stems, lined
with fine roots, and usually built among coarse grass on or very near the
ground. The eggs {4-6) are pale grev or pinkish, scribbled and spotted with
dark grey and purple-brown : they vary very much.

Yellowhammer is the usual spelling in this cauatry, bot, doubtless the
latter part of the name is from dmmer, the German for Buntimg,

24 CIRL BUNTING (Imberiza cirlus).

A very rare visitor.
“A pair of these rare birds built at Woodsome in 1856."—Hoebkirk, 1850,

The above record was probably written by Varley, who assisted in
compiling the list for Hobkirk’s book. 1 know nothing further of it,
and it is singular that Varley never mentioned it to me, though we
conversed a good deal about birds, I then read few books, except such
as my father had (for I had no means of procuring any other) and
never saw the record until after Varley's death. Of course it may be a
true record, but the practice of naming eggs without seeing the birds is
still far too common, and has led to many errors. Some eggs of the
Yellowhammer are very like those of the Cirl Bunting.

Varley had a female of this species, which, he said, was shot at Al-
mondbury Bank.

25 REED BUNTING (Emberiza schaniclus).

Formerly resident.
*Marshy districts ; Shepley Mill, Water near Kirkheaton."—Hobkirk, 1850

Bixty years ago the Reed Bunting was quite common along the
Calder from Brighouse to Mirficld ; then there were many places suit-
able to its breeding habits. Ferty years ago my father used to shoot
it at Dogley Mill and Shepley Mill. Twenty years ago eggs were taken
at Horne Dam, Eirkheaton, and brought to me to name. Since then
1 hﬁ_“ seen nothing of it in this District, and fear it is quite extermin-
ate

MoTe~The male iseasily distinguished by its black head and white
<ollar; the head of the female is brown.
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26 COMMON BUNTING (Emberiza miliaria).

Resident, but not so0 common as formerly.
“Occurs incultivated lands""--Hobkirk, 13510

This bird is most common on the millstone grits, where it loves to
trill out its monotonous song on the top of astone wall.  When a boy
| frequently found its nest, usually in a corn-field, but sometimes 0 a
grass-field, and once in a grassy hedge bottem, in Rawthorpe Lane.

We knew it as the Punting Lark, from itz colour being similar to
that of the Skylark, and from the nests being built in similar situations.

The earliest date recorded for the song is March 11 {1900) by Mr. E.
Fisher.

Hean or Comwmor BusTiva.
show ing structure of a Bunting's ball,

2 EH'DW BUHTIHG {Em!h'.'n":r.r sitpalin,
A rare visitor in severe winters.

This 1ird is not mentioned by Hobkirk, but at the time his list was
compiled my father was receiving a few, almost cvery winter, from
dcholes Moor.  The keeper also brought it from Storthes Hall Moor;
and a shooter called Tommy Moxon, who lived at Thorp, sometimes
brought one or two., My father once came acioss a fock above
Meltham, on a picce of ground where he went snipe shooting, and 1
saw a small flock some years ago near Cook's Study.

One is recorded (Nat. 1880, p. 106) shot in Dalton.
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THE LARK FAMILY.

The Larks are ground birds, the majority seldom or never perching
in trees or bushes, They may be known by the medium bill, indicat-
ing amixed diet ; and by the long neatly straight hind claw, probably
useful in balancing the bird upon the ground.

Half-a-dozen kinds have occurred in Britain, but only one inthis
District.

28 BEYLAREK (dlauda arvensic).
(Prate X, Mar 1)

A common resident.
“Abundant, and widely dispersed.”—Hobkirk, 1850

' Happily still plentiful in spite of lawless nest plunderers, who every
year rob the birds of their young. The fact that Skylarks from the
Honley Moor neighbourhood fetch most money in the Manchester
market is an additional incentive to this wholesale robbery.  But of
all caged birds, & depressing sight at all times to thoughtful persons, a
Bkylarkin a cage six inches high is the saddest of all—made by God
for the gate of heaven, condemned by man to the hell of a sunless back
vard.

The Skylark is a bird of dry sandy beaths and is, therefore, most
numerous on the millstone grits, particularly where the disintegrated
rough rock forms the sandy part of the soil,

The earlicst date T have for the song of this bird is Jannary 12 {1907
reported from Kirkheaton by Mr, Fisher ; the usual time 15 about the
middle of Februoary.

Abont fifty years ago two purs white ones were found ina nest si
Lepton, alung with two of the usual eolour.  The white ones were kept
in cages until fully feathered, when my father got them, probably be-
cawse they were hens, and stuffed them. One of these, which he had
kept out of sight of boyers, becgme mine at his death, and wasin the
Beaumont Park Museumn until the Corporation declived my offer to
turn the whole over to them, when 1 sold it, along with many more
[i;u.u] things which ought now to have been in the Huoddersfield

usenm. A nearly white one, with rust-coloured edges to the feathers,
now in this moseum, was ehot at Carr Pit, and s black one changed to
that dress in confinement,

MNoTe For Farsigis. — The Skylark feeds chiefly on insects, especiall
wirewarm, and other grubs about that size,  In winter it makes out wit
seeds, particularly those of charlock, knotgrase and corn spurrey. Inspring
it will eat corn, but only takes what itcan find on the surface, and any little
harm it may do in this way is far outweighed by the good.
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MNoTes For TeEAcHERS (read theabave, also pp. 1 and 31 —Shelley's beaut-
ful ‘Ode to the Skylark’ may be made use of in dictation or recitation:
muost of our poets have something on this bird.

The nest is made of dry grass, on the ground, in a corn. or grass.feld, in
a alight hollow, perhaps where a horse has trod. The eggs (4-5) are greyish.
or brownish-white, thickly and indistinctly freckled with ashy.brown, and
rather glossy,

MNote oF ProTesT —DBesides the cruel practice of stealing the voung for
cage-lnrds, larks are shot and snared for the market. Before the passing of
the Wild Birds Protection Acts this slaughter was carried on wholesale.
In my voung davs there hved a birdeatcher at Formby who could snare
ten miles of the coast, and has taken forty dozen birds, chiefly larks, from
his “pantles” in one moming. Lark on toast is supposad to he aristocratic,
but a man wha can devour a lark, whatever he may be by birth, has «
larger stamach than brain.

PIPIT AND WAGTAIL FAMILY.

The Pipits are similar to the larks in colonr, and have also the long
hind elaw, but these points of agreement are because of their frequents
i ng the ground in earthy places where such colours protect them, In
& tructure Pipits are more nearly related to Wagtails, with which they
are now nuited in one family,

They are incectivorous birds, as may be guessed from the slender bills
and gome are migratory.

Eight kinds of Pipits, and five of Wagtsils have boen noticed in
Britain, aud two and four respectively in this Distriet.

29 MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratassis).
(PLATE XI, Mar J)

Abundant resident.
"Wery abundant on moors and barren heatha"—Hobkirk, 1859

This is the local Titlark., Tit is a diminutive term; titmonse is a
bird which creeps about like a little mounse; and small gossip iz tittle-
tattlin' tales. 8o a titlark is a small lark, very well named.

It is very abundant on the moors, but frequents also rough grassy
places and eultivated ground.

Tt sings as it flies, another reason for considering it a little lark. It
flutters up for abomt forty or fifty feet, and then down, desoribing a
ourve, singing both going up and coming down.

The earliest date T have for the song is March 16 (1909) at Bank
Bottom, Dalton.

A pied one was obtained in Dalton some years ago.
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THE PIPIT AND WAGTAIL FAMILY. 26

-

NoTe FoR FaRMERS.—A useful bird on the larm, often to be seen follow-
ing a plough picking up grubs, &c. 1t does no harm sa far as 1 know,

Notes FoR TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1 and 1)— The nest is
made of dry grass, lined with finer grass or horsehair ; on the ground uneder
atuft of grass. The eggs (500 are usually similar to those of the Skylark,
but smaller, rather darker, and without gloss; but those in different nests
vary, and some are quite grey, others reddish,

a0 TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis),

Summer migrant.
“Frequents wooded distriets ; rarely lound in open couniry.”"—Hobkirk.

The Tree Pipit is so like the Meadow Pipit that in the field it can
only be distingnished by its habits. It is, of conrse, never seen in the
wintar, Its song snd monner are similar to those of the Meadow
Pipit, except that the Tree Pipit sings in descending only. The
carlicst date I have for the arrival of this bird iz March 16 (1904)
noted st Linthwaite by Mr. Freee,

Being o woodlsnd bird it is commoner on the coal messares than
on the millstone grita,

NoTe ror STUpExT:—The nest and sttuation are similar to those of the
Meadow Pipit, except that the latter bird [requents the open ; but the egg®
are the most varniable of those of any British land bird. The reason fof
this variation has neéver been explained.

31 PIED WAGTAIL (Motacills Jugubris),
(Prate XII, MarJd )

Summer migrant.
“Common,"—Hoblirk, 1850,

Thongh a migrant the Pied Wagtsil does not entirely leave this
country. Those from this District winter on the cnst const. When
it first arrives, towards the end of March, clean and pure black and
white, it is one of the prettiest birds we have,

The earliest date for its arrival is Feb, 14 (1902) reported by Mr.
Fisher from Firkheaton,

The name by which we knew thiz bird in former Foars was \V:Ltl-!r’t.j
Wag.

A white one, with throat-patch and cap cinnamon, now in the Mo-
senm, wes shot at Slaithwaite.

Nores ror Farmers. —This bird may be seenin spring following a plough

busily engaged picking up the little grubs turned out, such as are too tiny
for rooks or starlings to trouble with; thus preventing the young ones
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growing and the injury they would do in feeding up. The Wagtails do
good in catching midges and other Qies.

NoTes ror TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and 24).—Although
this hird i5 50 conspicuous in a ploughed field its colours are protective
when in its favourite haunts. When perched on a half submerged stono
in a shailow rippling stream, the black and white of the bird must exactly
correspand with the deep shadows and high lights of the water, as seen frem
dabove—the viewpoint of a hawk.

The name is from the pie or magpie {(Ne. 3),a black and white bird, and
the habit of moving the tail up and down, especially on alighting, as if
balancing.

"_i'h! nest ig built ina hole in a rock, orin & dry wall if one side be a-
gainst the earth so as to prevent draught, or in a heap of loose stones ; it is
made of dry prass, sometimes with a bit of twine or rag, lined with feathers
or cowhair. During the building of the Asvlum at Storthes Hall, a labourer
left his hod one night on the scaffold, turned up-side-down.  In the morn-
ing he found a pair of Wagtails had built a nest under it { this nest s now
in the Museum. ‘The eggs (5-6) are greyish-white, dotted or spotied with a
darker grev and black.

82 WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba).

A rare visitor,
Unknown as a local hird in Hobkirk's time.

My father once shot a hird of this species at Carr P'it. I was with
him at the time, and 1 think it was the spring of 1574, He gave it to
me, a5 | had begun to form a collection, and it was in my museam at
Beaumont Park, until 1 sold a number when the Corporation declined
to accept the whole,. I believe I have seen others, but one can never
be certain at & distance without a good glass.

MoTe Por STupenTs—In the hand the White Wagtail may always b®
distinguished by the grey rump.  In the Pied Wagtail, however grey th®
back may be, the rump s always black.

33 GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla melanope).

An occasional visitor in winter.

“Cammaoin."'—Hobkirk, 1855,

The writer of the brief remark quoted above must have been under
a misapprehension, for whatever it might have been previous to 1859,
tbe Grey Wagtail has never been common in this Distriet since, and,
go far as I know, it has never occurred but in the winter. I have often
looked for it where the Dipper breeds, the two birds being usually

found together, but 1 have never met with it. .
I have seen it in winter at Kidroyd, Healey House, Fenay Bridge,
Woodsome Mill, Bound Wood, and one has been recorded from

Upperheaton (Rep. Beaum. Pk, Mus., 1851).






27

34 YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla raii).
(Prate X1, Mar k)

Summer migrant.
“Common, arrives about the middle of April."—Hobkirk, 1850

This bird is not so common &s when | was a boy, but it s still 2
regalar summer visitor. Mr, Fisher tells me he sees it every year near
KEirkheaton, and T gee it myself, in one place or other every spring.

‘The earliest date on which T bave s=en this bird 15 Apnl 14 {LH01)
at Bradley. It stays for about a wevk by the river before it goes to the
fields to settle down for the summer.

MNore ror FarMers.—The remarks under Pied Wagtail {p. 25) apply
equally to the Yellow Wagtail,

MNotes For Teacrers (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and 24).—This is the
wagtail of the fields, where its green back anEhuthMphrc:s.t correspond
with the vegetation, and hide the bird as effectually a5 do the black and
white of the Pied Wagtail on the rippling stream.

The nest is made on the ground, usually in & prass-field, of dry grass,
lined with hair. The eggs (a-6) are olive, brownish, or pinkish, usmally
with a short wavy hlack hine at the large end.

THE TIT FAMILY.

This family consists of a group of gernera somewhat diverse in out-
ward general appearance, but agreeing in being mainiy insectivorous,
non-migratory, and which creep about, on tree trunks, rocks, or on the
ground, like mice. They fy for short distances only at a time.

Some 30 kinds are found in Europe, and abeut one-hall are British-

35 GO DEN-CRESTED WREN (legulus eristatus).

Rare, formerly resident.
tRemains with us the year round."—Hobkirk, 1859.

This is the smallest of our British birds. At the time Matthew
Pemberton was keeper at Storthes Hall it was common there and bred
in the fir woods, He gave my father permission to shoot small birds
on the estate, and | have known him return with a dozen or two of
Crested Wrens, Creepers, Tits, &e. 1 it gtill breeds there it is in re-
duced numbers. .

Within the last ten years I kave seen it in Birks Wood, and also in
the fir wood at Brorthes Hall. A few years ago one was run down by
boys at Kidroyd. Miss Brierley informed me last autumn (1911) that
.she had seen one in Grimescar Wood.
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- FIRE-CRESTED WREN (Eegulus {ynicapillus).
One record only.

A bird of this kind was picked upin an exhausted state, at Armitage
Bridge, on September 3, 1874, and recorded by Varley (Nat. 1875, p.
24). Itisnowin the Museum, baving come with the litaumont collec-
tion.

¥ TREE EREEP_EE (Eﬁih‘d fumilaris).

Formerly resident.
“Not unfrequent in cak woods"—Hobkirk, 1850,

Formerly this bird was fairly common in the woods at Storthes Hall,
and I have seen it also in Shelley Bank Wood, Carr Wood, and Lep-
ton Great Wood. The last 1 saw was in the fir wood at the top of
Btorthes Hall Lanein 1899, If it still exists in this District itis in
very redoced numbers.  (See under Golden-crested Wren, )

48 NUTHATCH (Sitta crsia).

One authentic record only.
“One shot at Sterthes Hall in the autumn of 1847 ; very rare."—Hobkirk.

After my father's death I found a bird of this species in the dark
«ase where he kept all his best things out of sight.  All the birds in
this case, I believe, had been obtained locally, and so precious were
they to him that even I was never allowed to explore that case while
he lived.

This, and the above record from Hobkirk, are all I am able to give
of the bird iteelf, but in a report on a buried forest {Nat. 1575, p. 141)
found above Netherthong, it is stated that there were wany hazel-nuts
“which had been perforated by nuthatehes”, but it i far more likely
to have been the work of dormice, which we know did occeur in this
District, and which perforate the nuts in a similar way,

The Nuthatch might have been o resident bird Lere at one time, for
it 15 reported as having been common near Barnsley many years ago,
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89 GREAT TIT (Parus major)
(PraTte X1V, Mar M.)

Common resident.
“Woods and gardens"—Hobkirk, 1850

This handeome bird 1s particolarly noticeable, hoth by its striking
colowrs and its sharp spring note, like the noise made when sharpening
asaw, Al the Tits are interesting, and may be drawn to agarden,
within sight of 2 window, by banging np & meaty bone or Ininp of st
in winter, out of the way of cats. The anties of the birds are most
ammging,

The local name is Oxoye.

WoTeE ror GARDENERE.—The Great Tit is useful as a destrover of insects
among fruit trees, but it attacks other small birds, and drives them away or
kills £

NoTes For TEacHERS (read theabove, also pp. 1 and 3).—The nest is in a
hole in a building, high wall, or tree. It is simply a liming of wool, feathers
or anything soft. Old pumps, baskets and the pockets of coats hung up
in gardens or outhouses, inverted Aower-pots, &c, have been used by this
burd as places for its nest. The eggs (10-12) are white with rust.-brown
spats,  They are, of course, larger than those of the Blue Tit,

44 BLUE TIT (Parus eavulous).
(Prate XV. Map N

Common resident.
“Common."—Hobkirk, 1850,

This is the commonest of the Tits, and easily recognisable by its
bluecap. It occurs wherever there are woods, hodges, or gardens be-
low 1000 ft.

Locally it isoften called Bluecap,

Nores For GaRDENERS—Mr, Netherwood, of Sheepridge, informs me that
in 1go& one of his rose houses was badly infested with small leafrolling
caterpillars: A pair of Blue Tits had taken up their abode o the garden
and builta nest in the garden wall One day, he and his man, by little
gentle manceuvring:, managed to drive one of the tits into the greenhouse,
when they shut the door and the ventilators, and left it clesed for an
hour, They thenopened the ventilaters, and in a little while the tit found
its way out and few awav, Presently it retumned, however, bringingtlhit
other bird, and they both went into the greenhouse,  They became daily
visitars. and in a shori time the roses were quite clear of caterpillars.

The Blue Tit is very uselul in the attacksit makes upon scale insects. |
once watched one for fifteen minutes;, at Fenay Bridge, picking scale form
a voung ash plant, and during that time I calculated it took oo insects off
the plant. [often find young ash, and other trees which have been cleared,
1 believe, by this bird.
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Morris relates, in his ‘British Birds', how a pair of Blue Tits went to feed
their young 475 times in one day, each time carrying one or more caterpil-
lars or other insacts,

MNoTES PoR TeEaCHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and 29).—The nest i
in a hole in a building, wall or tree, bot this bird will readily make use of 4
nest-box if placed out of the reach of cats ; the cavity is lined with fexthers,
wool, or moss, The eggs (1o.14) are thesize of peas, white with rusty-brown
spots.

41 COAL TIT (Parus ater),

Resident, but uncommon.
“Not =0 eommon as the last meationed ; confined to woods."—Haobkirk.

When a boy I often saw this bird, even in our garden at Almondbury
‘Bank, It is not s0 common now, but I come across it ccoasionally in
the woods, and Mr, Brooke informs me that he occasionally sees iton
his grounds at Fenay Hall. Tt has a black head and white cheeks like
the Great Tit, but a smaller bird and no green. |

Heap or Coar TIT. Heapor Marsy Tir
Nat. size. Mat. size,
42 MARSH TIT (Parus palusiris).

Resident but rare.
"Woods and thickets."—Hobkirk, 185q.

This was a regular winter visitor to our garden when I lived, a boy:
at Almondbury Bank, and I have seen it in all our moist woods, Tt wus
recorded in 1844 by Eddison, but has gradually diminished in numbers,

and is now but seldom geen.
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43 LONG-TAILED TIT (Acredula candatal,

Formerly resident. perhaps so still, but rare,
“Woads and thickets,"—Hobkirk, 1850,

This was one of the birds my father often brought from Storthes
Hall, and on one oeeasion the keeper bronght him a nest anid egge.

Varley had one shot in Pennyspring Wood, and it used to sceur in
the Woodsome (Nat, 1875, p. 164} and Whitley Woods,

Hean oF Lonc-taiLen TiT.
MNat. size,

[Bearded Tit.—In 1844 Eddison reported this hird ns “not very
common near Hoddersfield” adding that he had “not scen more than
three or four living specimens.’” He must have been mistaken !
The Bearded Tit is purely a bird of the Fens, and even there very
much restricted, as it always was asfar back at bird history gees.]

Hean oF BEARDED TIT.
Nat size.
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THE SHRIKE FAMILY.

The Shrikes are distinguished by their having a notch on the lawer
edge of the upper mandible, as in falcons.

They are called Butcher-Birds, from their habit of killing large in-
sects and small birds and impaling them on the thors of hawthaorn
hedges, reminding one of a butcher's shop,

Five kinds have occurred in this country, three of which have been
reported for this District.

44 GREAT GREY BHRIEE (Lanius excubitor).

A very rare visitor.

Althongh known to Eddison, and reported as a local bird (in a semi-
private way to Allis of York— see Birds of Yorkshire) this species was
not inelnded i Hobkirk's list. I believe it has oceurred several times,
but the only one of which 1 can speak with certainty is one which was
shot near Ponty's Gardens about forty-sixor -eight yeart ago, by one
Tommy Moxon* who lived at Thorpe. I well remember him bringing
it to my father, from a circumstance which I hope to relate in another
volume of this series. My father gave him a shilling for it, stuffed
it, and kept it for a long time in his dark case, but T do not remember
what became of it

RED-BACKED SHRIKE. | natural size.
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45 RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius colluris).

A rare visitor, but has bred here,
“Twoshot at Longley Hall."—Haobkick, 1859,

Varley ofter. told me that when he was a boy and lived at Bunker's
Hill, Spa Wood was a beautiful wood where primroses grew, which
gave thename to Primrose Hill. Amongst the many nests he nsed to
find there weré those of the Red-backed Shrike, and he used to des-
cribe how black-clocks and young birds were impaled on the thorns.

That wood is now no more, except in name, much of the ground it
occupied being built upon, and the Shrike is now a rare and casual
visitor, thoogh it nested about fifteen years ago in Dalton.

It is singular that Varley, who assisted in the compilation of the hst
for Hobkirk’s book, should not have recerded this early experience,

There is a record (Nat, 1877, p. 92) of one obtained near Farnley.

46 WOODCHAT | Laniug pomeranis).
Doubtful.

Nelson, in his 'Birds of Yorkshire', states that in 1879 Varley report-
ed that when a boy he saw a pair of these birds taken to a birdstufier's
wo stuff. Itis somewhat singular that this circumstance is not given
either in Hobkirk's “‘History' or in Hoebuck's *Vertebrate Fauna', both
of which Varley assisted to compile. Nor did he ever mention it fo
me, though we talked a good deal about birds. Yet we can scarcely
think he would be mistaken (unless his youth accounts for it) forin
after life he knew birds well, and, so far as my experience of him goes,
he was perfectly truthful.

THE WAXWING FAMILY.

There are only two species of Waxwing in the world—one European,
the other American. Both have occurred in this country, the former
frequently.

4T WAXWING (Ampelis garrulus),

A very rare visitor in severe winters.
“Three of these rare birds were noticed some years ago at Fenay Brid.gx."
—Hobkirk, 1859

Eddison m%’teﬂ in 1844 (see B. of Yorks.) that tem years before
large flocks of Waxwings were seen about Storthes Hall and the neigh-
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bourhood of Kirkburton, in company with Fieldfares and Redwings,
and another Hock about 1840,

It would be about 1845 that my father obtained several birds of this
kind from a flock which was for some time about Fenay Bridge.
When I became old enough to notice birds be bad still one pair of
these hirds which he had kept for himself in the durk case, and many
a time have I feasted my eyes upon them whenever [ got a chance to
look in. At last hie sold them to Alfred Beanmont, and they are now
in the Musewnm.

A pair was shot on Crosland Moor in 1891 (Rep. B. Pk. Mus.), and »
female was obtained pear Thunder Bridge. Nov. 16, 1901 (Nat. Journ.
1902, p. 18).

THE WAREBLER FAMILY,

The Warblers are all small imsectivorous, soft-billed, migratory
birds, whoes young are not spotted I:r::.jln:i.uvmlou:ed like the paremts.
They are all song-birds, that is the es ming to attract the females,
just a8 in the songless birds colour is made to answer the same parpos:.

Abont 20 kinds have been found in Britain, and about one-half in
this District,

48 WHITETHROAT (Sylvia cinerea).
(PLate XVI. MaprQ.)

Summer migrant, common.
o omes about the middie of Apnl."—Hobkirk, 1550.

The earliest recorded date for the arrival of the Whitethroat is April
7 (1801) by Mr Fisher at Kirkheaton; but on the higher grits, about
Linthwaite, Mr, Freer's carliest date is May 3 {1890).

Wherover there are grassy banks overgrown with bushes, or wide
bushy country lanes (now too few) the Whitethroat will be there

The local name is Small-stres (emall-straw) from the material of
which it makss its nest.

MNoTes For GARDENERS.—In gardens situated near to woods the White-
throat proves a most uzeful bird from the number of small caterpillars antl
insects which it destrovs. The practice of nest-robbing by boys should be
forbidden by parents, and if thers are not suitable nesting places in any
wood near a garden they should be made by throwing down bundies of old

-rods and planting briers or brambles to climb over them ; the prickles
Eam out cats, and sometimes mischievous bipeds.

NoTes ror TeacHegs (read the sbove, also pp. 1 and 3 ).—This bird

is a sweet singer, though it has neither great range of notes nor power of
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THE WARBLER FAMILY. 85

tone. It usually sings from the top of a bush, but will sometimes fiy up 2
few vards into the air and come down singing, like a Tree Pipit.

U'he nest is rather loozely made of dry grass stéms, lined with horsehair
Itis built among low grassy scrub, a foot ar eighteen inches from the
gmumj. The eggs (5-6) are greenish-white, freckied and spotted with grey
and olive-brown ; very variable.

The Whitethroats of this country winter in South Africa, departing at
the end of August or early in September.

49  LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca),

Summer migrant, but less commaon than the last.
“Sparingly scattered over the district."—Hobkirk, 18509,

In my birdnesting days, often with Joseph Whitwham, we occasion-
ally came across the nest of this species. We found it, at various times,
in myagﬁng Wood, Mollicar, g‘e::Wmﬂ, Woodsome, and at Feon

i have geen the bird in Haville Wood, Lepton Little Wood,
and at Whitley.

A purawhite one was obtained some years ago st Woodsome, It was
etuffed by Gough for Alfred Beanmont's second eollection.

My earliest date for its arrival is April 25 (1886).

50 ELACECAP (Sylvia atricapilius)

Summer migrant, less common than farmerly.
“Common."—Hobkirk, 1855

Now but sparingly scattered over the wooded portions of the coal
measures, but it is a very shy bird and may easily be overlooked. |
have seen the nest, and eeen or heard the bird at Woodsome, Whitle
Willows, Lepton Great and Little Woods, Mollicar Wood, Saville
Woed, and I once found a nest with pink eggs in Binking Wood, near
Thongsbridge. Varley had eggs taken in Pennyspring, and a male
bird shot while feeding on & manure heap at Moldgreen, January 26,
1866 : Nelson mentions snother near Holmfirth Rescrvoir (P Bilberry)
Nov. 28, 1873,

My sarliest date for its arrivalis April 17 (1881) at Whitley,

[Orphean Warbler.—There is a statement in Nelson's ‘Birds of
Yorkshire' that Varley reported, in 1879, that he took the nest and
eggs of thia species in Pennyspring Wood [in 1856. .1t is somewhat
puszling that this is not mentioned in J4Hobkirk’s ‘History’, nor in
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Roebuck’s ‘Vertebrate Fauna', both of which Varley assisted in com-
piling, It i3 a strange record, as the bird itself has only been met
with about twice in this country., 1 can only sceount for it by snp-
posing that Varley began to collect eggs before he began to collect
birds (which he did) and that be found & nest, end took the eggs and
named them without secing the birds, a practice far too common
with egg collectors, Later in lifs, when he knew more abont hirds,

probally he found out his mistake, and deopped the record without
correcting it,]

51 GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia horfensis)

Summer migrant, not o common as formerly.
"Appears about the beginning of May ; frequents copses.”"—Haoblkirk,

\_!ﬁ’aring]y scattered over the wooded parts of the coal measures.
e earliest date for its arrival, as recorded by Mr. Fisher at Kirk-
heaton, is May 6 (1908),

1 have seen it at Grimescar, Dalton Bank Bottom, Bound Wood,
Lepton Great and Little Woods, Farnley Mill, Shelley Bank, Nether-
ton, and Butternab.

Note por StupENTs.—The eges of this species are often mistaken for
those of the Blackcap, and vice versa. The eggs of the Garden Warbler
have alwavsa colour upon a colour—two paintings, while those of the
Blackcap have only one.

52 WOOD WREN  (Phylloscopus sibalatriz),

Summer migrant, much rarer than formerly.
“Arrives about the fourth week in April."—Hobkirk, 1850,

Forty or fifty years ago most of our large woods had its pair of Wood
Wrens through the summer. In several, even in Pennyspring Wood,
1 found its mest,

It is difficult to tell what has been the cause of the decrease in the
number of insectivorous birds within our area during the last half cen-
tury, but itis not difficult to see the sad results in the yearly defolia-
tion of the woodland trees by the excessive number of caterpillars.

The earliest date I have for this bird is April 28 (1886) at Whitley.
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&3 WILLOW WREN (Phylloscapus trochilus),
(Prate XVIL Mar P.)

Summer migrant, abundant.
“Arrives about second week in Apnl."=Hobkirk, 1859,

This merry little bird is the commonest warbler, and one of the
earliest to arrive. If cold when it arrives it does not sing for a lew
days, but during the first bit of sunshine it may be heard in every
bushy place in the valleys, and a little later up to 1500 ft

The earliest date in the Kirkheaton locality, as noted by Mr. Ficher,
is April 8 (1902), the earliest for Linthwaite, reported by Mr, Freer,
is April 20 (1890).

We used to know it by the name of Peggy, but it was sometimes
called Featherpoke.

NoTe ror GarpeENers.—All the little warblers should be encouraged,
and where there 15 not nesting accommodation in the neighbourhood of
the garden such should be made by throwing down bundles of sticks, and.
if necessary, covering them with coarse wire net to keep off cats.

Notes For TEACHERS (read the above, alsopp. 1, 3, and 34 '—This hird
lives among thickets, ﬂgﬁ'iaﬂ}r where there is an overgrown bank where
itcan build its nest. This 18 made in some hole in the bank, of dry grass
stems, in the form of a ball, with a hole in one side, and plentifully lined
with feathers. Sometimes the nest 15 in a bush at some little distance from
the ground, and I once found such a nest in Heaton Lodge Wood. The
egEs (6-8) are about the size of ordinary peas, delicate pinkish-white, with
numersus dmall dots, of fewer larger 8pots of rust.brown.

This bird keeps near the ground, and seldom mounts into trees, hence 1t
does not take the tree caterpillars which now strip the trees every spring,
and which the tree warkiers like the Wood Wren used to take when they

Wers Commoner.

54 CHIFFCHAFF (FPhylloscopus rufus),

Summer migrant, but less common than formerly.

“Frequents oaks, delighting in fine timber trees: arrives the earliest of
the migrants"—Haobkirk, 185g.

This, the smallest of our warblers, usually arrives during the last few
days of March ; the earliesr date I have is the27thof that month (1879)
at Woodsome. VFormerly a pair took up their residence in most of
our oak woods on the coal measures every spring. I have heardit,
and in some instances found the nest, in Pennyspring Wood, Mollicar,
Far Waod, Baville Wood, Carr Wood, sud Whitley.

The Chifichaffl has been reported from Newsome, a most unlikely
place. A “flock"” has also been recorded from Drop Clough, but 1
have never heard this bird in the Colne Valley, and I feel confident
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that in both the above instances, as well as in others 1 have known.
the spring note of the Great Tit was mistaken for that of the Chiffchaff,

4] BREED WARBLER (dcreccphalns striperus),
Former summer migrant, but long extinct locally,

Eddison reported this bird to Allis of York in 184:F (sce Birds of
Yorks. ) but Hobkirk does not include it in his list of 1853, and it is
somewhat puzzling that, so far as I know, none of Eddison’s records
are included in that list, although he was, at any rate during the early
part of his time, the only student of birds in this district.

I have not been able to obtain forther evidence in support of the
above statement, but it was probably correct, as the Reed Warbler
still breeds within thirty miles of our District in two directions, and at
the time Kddison recorded it there were plenty of suitable places for it
along the banks of the Calder. It might easily be re-introduced by
putting the eggs into the nest of the Bedge Warbler, only we have no
private estates large enough to make such arn experiment secure, and
we shall need to have a very different nature-study from that which is
now being tavght before a pair of birds can rear a brood where boys
and men can get at them.

i EEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus phragmitis).

Summer migrant, not so common as formerly. )

“Arrives about the close of Apnl; fréquents brooks and sedgy shallows'

—Haobkirk, 1859

atill fairly common in seitable places, as along the Dogley Mill goits

Horne Dam, Sheard's Ilam, Shepley Mill, &c. The ecarliest date I have
forits song is May 2 (1839) at Dogley Mill,

This bird is an incessant songster, and if a stone be thrown into a
bush where it issinging it sings still louder, It often sings in the night,
and draws crowds of people, who o away much gratified that they have
Leard the * nightingale.”"” A friend of mine hired an open carriage
and took a party several miles to hear a “nightingale” which had been
reported in the newspaper. The next night he heard the same song

among some sedges at the bottom of bis own garden !
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57 QGRASSHOPFPER WARBLER (Lecustells novia),

Summer migrant, rare.

“Visits us about the third week in April; frequents thickets, principally
in damp situations.”"—Hobkirk, 850

Perhaps at present the rarest of our regular summer migrants.  But
1 can remember when it bred in most of our large coal measure woods,
even so near the town as Pennyspring, where it nested up to 1875 (Nt
1875, p. 24). The song, being so similar to the continnous trill of the
grasshopper, is easily distinguished.

[The Dartford Warbler was reported by Eddison, but surely a
mistake ; there is no proved instance of its ever having oceurred in
Yorkshire. ]

Piep BirLacesikD.
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THE THRUSH FAMILY.

The Thrushes differ from the Warblers in being larger birds, andin
having a comparatively stouter bill, indicating a mixed diet. The young
are spotted in the first feather.

The Thrushes are numerous in most parts of the world ; about ten
kinds have been observed in this country, of which six occur in this
District.

" All the Thrushes are song-hirds.

58 BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula).
. (Prate XVII, Mar )

Resident, abundant.
“Commeon throughout the district."—Haobkirk, 1850,

Being a bird of the hedgerow and bushy places the Blackbird is
more plentiful on the coal measures than on the millstone grits.

It commences to sing, usually about the middle of Felbruary, but,
more than once, I have heard it on the coal measures before January
has been out, Mr. Freer's earliest date (presumably for Linthwaite* )
is February 8 (1890). Most persons do not distinguish betwixt the
song of this bird and that of the Thrush, but the song of the Blackbird
18 less musical, consisting of about three notes only, which are rolled
over in different combinations.

Beveral pied ones have occurred—one with a white head frequented
the purden at Fernbrook for several years, Another, mottled with
white, was shot at Armitsge Bridge a few years ago by an employee of
the late Sir Thomas Brooke, who iﬁoached it in his employer’s garden.
A nearly white one was shot on Dalton Bank Bottom in December 1890,
and figured in the Transactions of the Huddersfield Naturalist's Society.
I have lately heard of two others, which, 1 believe, have so far escaped
the bird ausrchist. One iz recorded in the ‘Monthly Circnlar’ of the
Hudd. Nat. Soc. for 1908 having the back light slate-colour. In my
father's private dark cose was a male entirely of o very pale silyery-
grey, and a femalp of & cinnamon eolour, which I feel sure had been shoi
locally, probably about Lepton.

On the cosl measures the nest is usunally placed in a bush oron a
stump in a hedgerow, but on the millstone grits, where there are fewer
hedges, it is often placed om a stone wall or ledge of a rock, and I have
found it on the ground vna steep bank, 1 onee found a nest with the
eggs of & uniform pale blue, one only having two or three faint rusty
marks.

* It would always be better if recorders of observations would state
where the observation was made,
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THE THRUSH FAMILY. 41

Mores ror Garpexers.—It is doubtless true that Thrushes of various
kinds annoy gardeners by taking their frits. But duning Mr. Porritt's resi-
dence at Crosland Hall he told his gardener that no bieds were to be
shot or snared ; | have been there when he has taken me round and poini.
ed out twenty.six nests of Thrushes and Blackbirds, and yet there were
always pleaty of steawberries for visitors 1n season. [ think the secret was
the birds were fed, not only in winter but all the year round with kitchen
scraps, Thrushes doa great deal of good in destroying wornins, sniils, slags,
grubs, &c., and if, by feeding or nettingthéy can be kept frum the 1ipe fruit
theirservices at other times will amply repay any little trouble at this time.
Man does not vet sufficiently realise the important part his surroundings
play in building up his own hife through the senses, and to s other crea-
tures happy, and to deer the jovous songs of birds have a great deal to do
with determining his own state of mind. Many a family has been marde
poor and miserable by the contruous sight of a caged wild bird ever try-
i ngto escape from its prisen, and then they say they have been “unjucky™

NoTEs FoR TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and go).—Call at-
tention to the fact that the female is never black but is some shade of
brown : this is sexual dimorphism.  The male in the first feather is brawi
like the female : this pointsto a brown ancestor. )

Mr. Dennis, of Sheepridge, informs me that one morning the winter he-
fore last, whenthe ground was covered with snow, he scraped a bare patch
on the lawn and put down crombs and a peeled banana for the birds,
Several Sparrows, T'hrushes, Starlings, Rohins, Blue Tits, and one Black-
birdcame, but a peeled banana was a new object to them and they eyed
it curiowsly. At last the Blackbird ventured to take a peck, after which
it flew away, but 1 a little while returned, bringing with it five more
Blackbirds to share in the bannana feast, and the banana wvery soon be-
came Blackbird

The nest is made of coarse dey grass, plastered inside with mud, and then
lined with finer grass. ‘The eggs?:,- ) are pale blue-green with rust-brown
spots or blotches, in some almost hiding the ground-colowr.

69 RING OUZEL (Turdus lorguatus).

Summer migrant {rom the Mediterranean countries.
“Frequent on the moors."—Hobkirk, 1859,

This is the Thrush of the moors, and formerly, no doubt, it bred all
round our watershod, but by the breaking up of the moors its ranpe is
now mora restricted. It 18 still found, however, wherever there is
ling along the boundary ridge,

When the late Alfred Beaumont had the shooting right over Blaith-
waite Moor it was very numerous there, and he shot a grest many as
they set the grouse up by their alarm-note ; one of these, now in the
Museum, had a patch of white feathers on each side of the head. But
the best variety of this species Thaveseen is that figured on the next
page, which was obtained near Btainland, just outside our District,
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6o MISSEL THRUSH (Turdus viseirorus),
(PLaTE XIX, Mar R.))
Resident, abundant in wooded parts.
“Common throeghout the district "—Hobkirk, 1850

There is probably no wood withont its pair or more of Missel
Throshes ; they breeed up to Cansewayholes Plantation nearly st the
top of Holme Moss, ut over 1700ft., where they make their nests very
lurgely of sheep's wool (see Nat, 1892 p, 246 and 1896, p, 164),

After the breeding season the young and parents remain together,
and sometimes two families will join, and throngh the winter they
may be geen in unmpauics of six or ::ight, together.

The soug is londer and bolder than that of the Song Thraosh, and
always from the top of a tree. The late Alfred Heanmont informed
me thet he had seen this bird fly up from a tree top singing when-it
waa lightning and thondering, from which habit it has got the name
of Stormeock.

The esrliest date I have for the song is February 25 (1002) in
Butternab Wood.

MNote rFor Farmers —The Missel Thrush is a wery useful bird on the
farm; it takesthe larger snails, slugs grubs, and worms.

NoTes ror TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and 4o).—7This is the
Thrush of the woods.  1ts larger than the Song Thrush, and the spots on
the breast are round, while in the latter bird they are tear-shaped.

It ghould be pointed out that birds of similar habitsare not found in the
same places ; there is no rrugglds for existence, for nature i1s bountilully sup-

plied, 2nd great precaution seems to have been taken even to aveid com.
petition, Take oursix Thrushes which feed on similar food and so act as
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THE THRUSH FAMILY. 43

checksto keep down the overincrease of other creatures: the Ring Cuzel is
teent to he moor, the Stormeock to the wood, the Song Thrush to the shrub.
m, the Blackbird to the hedgerow, and as for the two winter thrushes—
wing and Fieldfare—which feed largely on hips and haws, country
peuilee have long recognised that the number of these fruits is in proportion
to the number ot birds which are going to come—
“Plenty of hips and haws and a severe winter,”

,!tlnd?jl i..r.r:hc severe winter which brings a larger number of migrants from
the North.

The nest is built in the fork between tho largish branches of a tree 20 or
30 feet from the ground. It is made of coarse dry grass, lined with finer
grass. Theeggs(5-6) are clay-colour or greyish, spotted with red-brown
and grey or purple,

The name is from the bird'sfondness for the berries of the mistletos, and
should therefore be Mistle Thrush or Mistletoe Thrush, as it is put by some
authors, but Missal is the usual spelling.

61 SONG THRUSH (Turdus musions).
(Prate XX, Mar 58)

Resident, abundant
wCommon throughout the district."—Hobkirk, 1859.

The Song Thrush is one of our most favourite vocalists ; its song is
more varied and more musical than that of any n;;lhﬂd Thrush. ];,I.:fbcd
i sing varly in the year, as well as early in the day—even belore
E::T!E: risgmar "}he rarlm date I have is February 8 (1800) by Mr.
Freer, presumably at Linthwaite. ) :
It is also an early breeder. Nests with eggs have been found in
February, and the youug are often hatched before the end of March.
A pied one is recorded from Newsome (Nat. 1910, p. 411).

Notes sor GarbpEwirs—The notes under Blackbird apply equally te

the Song Thrush.

TescHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3 and 40).— This
mﬂuﬁnfin?;r snails, and it takes the snail to a stone to break the shell
In places where snai'slabound and stonesare few, as on sandhills, one stone
is used by several birds, and around it becomes strewn with broken shells:
these are known as“thrush-stones”.

ade of coarse dry grass, rather deep, and smoothly lined
e e s detially built in a bush, a few feet from the

with mud or cow-dung. It is usually
r::und. but nests in old tin kettles, on the top of a lamp-post or a pump,

{ldings, and even in a dwelling-room have been known. One in
:E: ‘?E;;ﬁnfas built inside a plant-pot in a greehouss belonging to Mr.
. H.Swift, of Chapel Hiil. In 1906 & pair built a nest and reared a hroad
on the iron bracket ;uppurlm%‘ the lamp over the booking-office at the
Metherton railway-station. he eggs {5-6) are bright blue-green, with dis-

tinet black spots
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62 REDWING (Trdus iliacus),
(PLaTe XX1. Mar T.)

Winter migrant from North Europe,
“*Arrives in the beginnicg of October.”—Hobkirk. 1850

This bird is somewhat like a Song Thrush, but under the wing is
brick-red, while in the Song Thrush the same part is golden-yellow;
the pale streak over the eve, and the otherwise generally darker tone
of the Redwing are distinctive features, Besides, the Redwingis al-
ways seen in flocks, the Bong Thrush never.

The flocks which come now are not 5o large, nor do they seem ta
stay 50 long as did those of forty or filty years ago, when the winters
were more severe, The carliest date I have for its arrival is October 2
{1896) at Wab Hill, and the latest date May 23 (1898) at Lepton,

Note For FarMirs—The notes under Missel Thrush may be read in re-
lation to this bird. See also Fieldfare.

NoTEs FoR TracHerS (read theabove, also pp. 1, 3, and 4o0).-- This bird.
being here in the winter only, we have not the pleasure of hearing itssong,
but 10 the North, where the summer nights are almost as light as day. it
makes the fell forests ring with its sweet music, and has been called the
Swedish Nightingale, a title bestowed on another sweet singer—lenny Lind
—hall a century ago.

As before stated there is a common saying that plenty of hips and haws
foreteils a severe winter, and this seems to be a provision for the greater
number of Redwings and Fieldfares which come at such times. But Mr.
Waorldly Wiseman says it is no such thing, but simply the result ::uf a very
favourable summar when the trees were able to make flent:.r of sap. Mo
doubt ! but cannot the hand which puts the pot to boil light the fire ?

63 FIELDFARE (Turdus piliaris).
{(PLATE XXII, Mar U,)

Winter migrant from North Europe,
“Comes about the middle of October, remains till late spring."=—Hoblk.

Of very similar habits to the Redwing; they often flock together.
Their notes are similar, a kind of kak, but the Vieldfare may be dis-
tinguished by its larger size. While the ground is bare and unfrozen
they feed on such grubs, worms, &c. as they can find ; when snow
covers the ground they go for the hips and haws.

Eddison, writing to Allis of York 1n 1844, stated that Redwings and
Fieldfares often stayed all the year round in the Huddersfield district,
and that the year before he wrote a pair bred at Lepton. This state-
ment was probably made on hearsay from an unreliable source; 1 am
not aware that any proof exsts.
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.THE THRUSH-WARBLER FAMILY. 45

NoTes For TEacnegs (read theabove, also pp. 1, 3, and 4o).—The noles
under Redwing apply equally to the Fieldfare, m fact the two birdsare su
cimilar in habits thaf it will be better to take them together as illustrating
winter migration to this country from the North, o

In a lesson on some Thrush if should be pointed out that all the edibie
soft wild fruils ame at frst green and hid among the green leaves, Decause
the seeds are then unripe and unit to be removed; should & bird detect
at this stage and try toeat them tiey are too hard and sour, But as suol
as the seeds are ripe the fruit turos soit and sweet, and asaines some Drighl
colour a distinct contrast to green—a signai (o the bipds 1nat Lhey are now
ready to be eaten.  The bird eats the frust, digests the pulp, and the seeds,
each protected ina hard indigestable caze, pass througi Le bird uninpured,
and are dropped and manured At sume place where the youug plant wiil
have a better chance than if the seed simply fell under the parent tree,
Wild fruits are just of a convenient size for a bird like a ‘L irush loswallow,
and in this way, before man came upon the earth, birds scattered the seeds
of Fruit-trees, improved their sweetness by natural selection, and Kept them
gnin%r until a creature came endowed with the power to make an appie
ot of & wild crab, a plum from a wild slee, and the other fruits and vege-
tables out of their wild ancestors, and what the Thrush receives for all the
thousands of years of service is that its nest is plundered or its brains blown

out by a charge of shot.

[White's Thrush.—0One of thig specics has been reported from
Almondbury Bank in 1804, but it was only skin and feathers, which
parted company from the flesh and bones in Siberia. Fally grown
young Missel Thrushes in the spotted plomage swre sometimes mis-
taken for White's LUhroshes, and have been reported to me as such. |

THE THRUSH-WARELER FAMILY,

The Thrush-Warblers differ from the true Thrushes in being smaller,
but agree with them in having spotted young, in which respect they
differ from the true Warblers, which they agree with in size.

They are plentiful in most parts of the world. About twelve kind®
have been met with in this country, and one-half of them in this Dis”
trict,

64 ROBIN (Eritharus rubieula).
(PraTe XXIIL Mar V)
Resident, abundant.
“Common everywhere."—Hoblkirk, 185,
Hobkirk's remark, commonly used in his day, is now no longer con-

sidered a proper one to use in respect to any plant or animal, as none
are found everywhere. The Robin is associated with gardens and



45 BIRDE OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.

bushes in dry places, and is, therefore, not found on moors, marshes,
or inside thick woods ; what such a remark was intended to convey
was, of course, that it was common everywhere in switahle places, but
the latter part of the sentence was left to be understood.

Though with us all the year, probably some of our local birds move
southward on the approach of winter, and their places are taken by
others from more northern parts ; but some stay with us all the year.

The earliest date I have for the songis January 8 (1011)at Thunder
Bridge, in fact this bird sings on sunny days all through the year with
the exception of a short time during the busy brooding season.

A white one, tinged in places with rust-brown was in my father’s
private dark case, obtained, | believe, at Lepton. I haveseveral times
found white eggs, and two now in the Museum were sent from Grime-
scar by Mrs. Brierley.

NoTk roi GARDENERS.—The Robin i3 a familiar garden bird, fond of
senall worms, and if encouraged and not frightened will accompany the
gardener when digging and pick up the worms and grubs as he turns them
out : T have known them to become so tame as to perch oo the spade.

NoTes For TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and 45).—There is 2
notion that the Hobin loses itsred breast tn the autumn ; tis anses from
the fact that the full grown young has no red, but ochrecus-brown mottled
with bufl, but the red breast appears at the autumn moult.

The nest is made of dry grass and dead leaves, lined with fine roots, and
is usually built in a hole in & bank orin a wall, but all sorts of curious
places have been recorded—in ald discarded tin-cans, kettles, old hats, the
pockets of old coats hung up in ganlens or outhouses, &c. The eggs (5-7)
are buffish or nearly white, sprinkled or mottled with rusty-brown,

Miss Sikes, of Almondbury, has a Robin tamed sufficiently o enter the
house and take food from her lap, and she sent me a “pellet” consisting
mainly of the hard parts of smail beetles, which the bird had cast up on
her knee, It is about the house all the year, except just at nesting tume.

Mr. H. Mellar, of Netherthong, informs me that they have one which not
only enters the house and dining-room, but will alight on a knife or fork or
someond's hand while at dinner.  On one occasion 1t brought five young
anes into the house.

1 have seen and heard of other tame Robins, and all birds would become
fearless il we only treated them kindly, [have seen a girl go out on a
lawn, hold out a handful of crumbs, call *dicky, dicky, dicky,” and half-a-
dozen little birds came and contended for positions an her ingers.

One in Mr. Netherwood's garden at Woodhouse acquired the habit of
roosting in a bundle of sticks which had been thrown down in the potting-
shed. They timed it, one week, and found il did not vary three minutes
each evening coming to roost. The same bird {or another), which used to
accompany them while digging, and even alight on their spade, built a
nest in a suitable place in the garden.,  When the bird had been sitting for
some time, and Mr Netherwood thought the eges ought to be about hatch-
ing, he went and pqcrm_'l itito the hole where tne nest was, when out Aew
the bird right in his lace and knocked his cap off. He then went to his
man, who did not know that he had been to look at the nest, and told him
to go aod see if the Robin had hatehed off.  When he got there and looked
into the hole she treated him in exactly the same way, knocking hiscap

The Robin is a semi-sacred bird in all the countries of Europe.
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65 NIGHTINGALE (Fhiomela uscinia).

Yery rare summer visitor.
“Two of these birds were noticed at the Grove in 1846."—Hobkick, 1555

Whatever might have been the case in the past when the country
was more thickly wooded, the Nightingale has never been a regular
migrant to this District within the period oflocal ornithological record.
Nightingales have been reported at various times, but many of them
have only been Sedge Warblers (seep. 38). The Grove mentioned by
Hobkirk is the house under Kilner Bank, which at that time was well
wooded. The record was probably written by Varley, who had very
likely heard Nightingales in Edlington Wood or Sherwood Forest.
These birds were heard also by the late Joseph Tindall, but he was no!
an ornithologist,

Varley mentions a Nightingale which visited Lockwood in his
early life, But this would be before he knew much about birds, and,
as the place would, almost certainly, be Bpa Wood, and as the river
Holme runs along the bottom, where willows used to grow, itis just
possible it was a Sedge Warbler.

An undoubted Nightingale visited this District in 1875, and was
heard by myself and others well acquainted with the song. It was
first heard om May 5, and sang each night up to June 5, when the
keeper shot it (so it was reported) on account of the mbble who colleci-
ed every night and did much da to fences and crops (see Nat.
1875, p. 3 and 24). A comic pamphlet was written on this bird hy
somaone (1 believe a man called Dyson, of Lower Houses) in which [
and other local naturalists were brought forward as characters ensily
recognised.  The locality was Mollicar Wood.

Another true Nightingale visited Lepton Little Wood in 1836, I
wis first heard on May 2, and T heard it on the 12th, While we were
waiting for it to eing & woman came to the door of a cottage, and I
asked her what time it usnally began  “Just abaat s-quarter-to-ten’
ghe replied; looking at my watch I saw it was exactly that time, and
that very moment the bird strack up its jug, jug, jug. I do not know
what became of this bird.

66 REDSTART (Rusiicilla phanicurus).

Summer migrant, much rarer than formerly.
“Appears about third week in April; frequents walls and ruins"—Hobk:

The Redstart is the brightest coloured of our summer migrants, In
my early life I used to see it at Kidroyd, Almondbury, Thorpe, Wood-
some, Dogley, Storthes Hall Lane, Thunder Bridge, Kirkburton, and
Dungeon Wood. Mr. Freer has reported it from Linthwaite, and
Whitwham took the eggs st Grimescar and Whitley. It is now but
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seldom seen.
The earliest date I have for itsarrival is April 21 (1805) at Wood-
some Mill,

67 WHEATEAR (Saxicola emanthe).
{ PLaTe XXIV. Mar W.)

Summer migrant.
“Appears very early in April."—Hobkirk, 1854

The Wheatear is one of the first of the spring migrants to arrive; 1
always look for it during the last three days of March. The earliest
date for this District is March 29 (15834) recorded by Mr. Freer.

Tt frequents stony places principally on the moor edges, where it
breeds, and a pair used to come into our garden and bring their young
EVery year.

This bird is easily recognisable by the pure white lower part of the
back, which shows conspicuously when it is flying from you. Thishas
given it the local name of Whiterump.

The name of Wheatear is referred to by Chaucer, the birds being fat
and eaten with frumity when the wheat wnsin car,

NoTes For Teackers (read theabove, also pp. ¥, 3, and 43)—The nest is
made of dry grass, sometimes with a little moss or fine roots, lined with
hair and often a feather or two, and is built in a pile of loose stones, ina
dry wall with one side against the ground, or in a cleft of a rock. The eggs
{5+0) are uniform pale greenish-blue.  The habits of the Wheatear should
be studied in its haunts: a pert little bird, which, when disturbed flies off
close to the ground, and perches on the top of a wall, orclod ina field a
little distance away. When it first arrives, perfectly clean, the Wheatear

is a beautiful bird.

68 WHINCHAT (Pratincola ruberia).
(PLaTie XXV. Mar X}

Summer migrant.
“ A sumuner visitant."—Haobkirk, 1859,

The Whinchat arrives in this District about the third weekin April.
The earliest date recorded is April 18 (1890) by Mr. Freer.

1t is not so common as formerly, but is sparingly scattered over the
pastures and grassy places, mainly between 600 and 900 ft. altitude,
but I have seen it up to 1000, ;

This bird is fond of perching on the top of a whin, small thorn, or
other plant which stands above the grass, uttering its little song, which
is simply s-lie, u-iie, )

A pure white one is in the Museum, from the Beaumont collecnion,
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THE THRUEH-WARELER FAMILY. 44

from Crosland Moor.
Local name Haychat.

. NoTes For Teacners (read the above alsopp. 1, 3, and 45).—The nest
18 made of dry grass, sometimes with a few bits of straw or moss, and lined
with fine grass and horsehair. It is built on the ground among the grass,
usually under a tussock or small bush. The eggs (4-5) are rather dark blue-
green, faintly sprinkled with red-brown at the large end, in some forming
a zone,

During the nesting time the male may be seen perehed on the top of a
tall plant or small bush singing its little ditty, often to the female on the
nest beneath, which is usually so skilfully hid that, fortunately, it is most
difficult to find.

69 STOMECHAT  (Pratineola rubieoln).

An occasional visitor.
“*Moorlands ; remaimns throughout the vear."—Hobkirk, 185q.

The above statement, from Hobkirk, and repeated in Nelson's *Birds
of Yorkshire’, is very doubtful. At present, and as far back as my
memory goes, it has never been known as anything but a rare visitor,
bat that it has occurred at different times of the year, both summer
and winter, gave rise to the supposition that it was resident. Pairs
have sometimes occurred, and it is just possible it might have bred, or
attempted to do s0,within the District. Nelson states, probably on the
authority of Varley, that a pair visited Almondbury in 1878, and a pair
now in the Museum were shot at Lepton some sixty years ago. Varley
sought for it during the breeding season, “both in likely and anlikely
places™ (Nat. 1677, p. 40) but never found it. One is reported from
Marsden (Nat. 1834, p. 194),

Mr. G. Crosland has recently reported to me that the Stonechat
breeds every year in some heaps of stones in Wessenden, but this bird
does not nest in heaps of stones, and he must have mistaken the
Wheatear for it, which does, and which is eften called “Btonechat™.



THE WREN FAMILY.

The Wren Family consists of short-winged plain-eoloured birds of
shy habits, and which mostly build domed nests and lay white eggs
They vary in size from our Jenny Wren to the Lyre Birds of Australia,
which are nearly as large as Pheasants, and of similar hahits.

Buch as have a song it is short but pleasing.

The Dunnock differs from the true Wrens in several respects, and
its position in classification is doubtful,

i DUNNOCE (Acerntor modulayiz),
(PLATE XXVL Mg V)

Resident, common about gardens.
“Common about hedges."—Hobkirk, 1859,

I have given this bird its common name, which is much better than
that of Hedgesparrow, for it is nota sparrow, but it is a little dun-col-
ouared bird which is the meaning of the name Dunnock.

It is & hedge bird truly, and is therefore, commoner on the coal
meazures than on the millstone grits.

The sweet little song may be heard on sunny days even when snow is
on the ground. 'T'he earliest date on which I have heard it is January
26 (188Y) at Hoydhouse.

On March 14, 1565, Ishot one, in my father’s garden at Almond-
bury Bank, entircly of a sooty-black colour ; Nelson, in recording this
bird, has substituted Varley's name for mine. I eventsally gave it to
the late F. Bond, of Staines. A white one, with a few feathers of the
ordinary colour was abtaintd in Dalton in Janusry 1805 (N.J.'05, p.40).

I was once shown two eggs with a few black spots upon them, which
had been taken from a nest in Grimescar Wood ; a “mere collector”
ad the time I did not make a critical examination.

NoTe ror GarbENERS—The Dunnock is a very inoffensive bird, and in
a fuiet way does a lot of good by taking ground insects

NoTes For I'eacuers (read the abeve, also pp. 1, and 3l.— The nest is
built in a thick bush, among a heap of sticks, or on a post of rail in a hedge.
Itis made of hne twigs and mess, lined with fine grass and roots.  ‘The
eggEs (5-0) are uniform blue-green, the brightest coloured eggs we have

‘Thas bird hops about on the ground under hedges, sceking for insects
which drop from the hedge, sometimes ascending into it, and up to the 1op
to sing.  When on the ground it shufles its wings in a peculiar manner as
it haps along.
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71 DIPPER (Cinclus aquaticus).

Rezident, notl very commaon.,
“A pair of these birds were geen in Pennyspring Wood in 1857."—Hobk

Further than the above record, probably written by Varley, nothing
whatever was known of the Dipper as a local bird, until between fifteen
and twenty years ago, when for some years I contnbuted a Natural
History column weekly to one of the local papers. This was one of
the means | successfully employed for stirring up an interest in Natore,
During this time reports reached me of Dippers having been seen on
the streams above Holmfirth ; one man reported that he had found the
nest and taken the eggs, but when I went to look at them he had bro-
ken them but described them jas ‘‘pale blue spotted with red" which
at once condemned that particular record (the eggs of the Dipper are
pure white} and threw considerable doubt on all the rest.  Eventually
I went and explored the locality where the birds were reported to have
been seen and found them ! Since then I have seen this species several
times, both when alone and in company with Mr, Wattam, and Mr. B,
Shaw, of Holmfirth informs me that he knows where several pairs
breed every year.* The Dipper has probably been horw all along, bt
its hannts are very secluded and on strictly preserved gronnd, and the
naturalists of the Iast generation probably never visited it, for not only
is the Dipper there but several moths and other objects unknown to
them.

Mr. T. P. Crosland informs me that the Dipper ocenrs in Wessenden,
and one bas been reported (Tr. H. N. 8, Ap. 1901) from Marsden.

*It is hoped that all who know the exact breeding haunts of this and
other uncommon birds m this District will keep the knowledge [rom nest
robbers. A great many egg collectors never get beyond the schou]h-u-?
stage; their only aim is possession, and the way they "sweep the deck™
when they find what appears to be an uncommon nest, generally not even
taking the trouble to identify the birds which built the nest, is miserably
detestable. Many will not even take the trouble to make themselves ae-
quainted with the birds which lay the eggs. Unidentified eggs are worse
than usgless,

I strongly obiject to collections of egEs in elementary schools, they en-
courage nest robbing, and should be suppressed,

1t may be as well if | here express what | conceive ta be a humane educa.
tional study of birds' eges and nests, which cannot be studied apart from
the birds themselves ; il a person’s intention be merely to make a collec-
tion, well let him make a collection of postage. stamps or buttons.

There is no need whatever to eollect clutches, it serves no useful purpose
whatever which cannot be equally served by a carefully kept note-book.
One egg from a nest, and very oiten one egg of a kind, are amply suffisient.
and even these are not necessary where the person has ready access toa
public museum where one collection should serve for a district,

A collection of carefully coloured drawings of eggs, from authenticated
originals may beof more value than a collection of the real objects ever
can ; theeducational value of makiug the drawings is very great, and a
collection of real eggs can never be as complete as it is possible to makea
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72 WEREN (Troglodites pareulus).
{( PLATE XXVII Mar Z.)

Resident. common in wooded gorges.
“Abundant, remaining all the year."—FHabkirk, 1830.

Eddison's statement in 1844, that the Wren was “not very common
in the Huddersfield distriet” must have been from luck of opportunitics
for observation. In thegorge which runs throngh Pennyspring Wood
1 often used to find its nest, snd in all similar places it has beena very
common bird as far back as I ean remember, up to 1400 ft. .

Persons who used to go about at night catching birds for shooting,
often found the Wren roosting in hay-stacks, .

The earliest date I have for the song is February 9 (1911) at Grime-

NoTEs ror TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3, and so).—The nest 1=
usully made of dry bracken, a round ball, of large size for the bird, with a
little hole in at one side, and lined with feathers, But thebirds will make
uze of other materials if handy ; once when | was at Rainworth Laodge.
Mansfield, a pairof Wrens had built a nest of bracken in the garden. M.
Whitaker pulled the nest out and threw down a bundle of straw, and the
birds madea straw nest. He then removed the straw nest and the straw,
and put down some bedding-flocks, and they built a third nest of that.

en one nest is finished and while the female is laying and sitting, the
male bird fills up his spare time bui!dinﬁ other nests, which are not Lued,
and which are used as mustingin!a,cu. The eggs (b-81 are white, with very
minute red dots at the largs en . : ; '

Call attention to the short wings, indicative of a bird which does not 113
much, and never farat once.

THE FLYCATCHER FAMILY.

The Flycatchers are small birds which siton twigs watching for
flies flying past; when one is seen the bird flies ufter it, catehes it,
and returns to the swme twig time after time.

Many kinds are found in various parts of the world, some of the
tropieal species being brightly coloured, snd some adorned with
plumes. About six kinds have been met with in Britein, and two of
them in this District.

collection of drawings, and when a rare egg has been copied it is then
available for exchange {or some other rare species; the same egg would
serve alarpe number of collectors, and the rest of hoopoes, bee-eaters, gold-
en orioles, &c. could be left to breed, as they certamly would, indeed do
on liurge private estates where the nest robber cannot get.

Photography could come largely in the study, but it s not pictures of
the nests we want now, these have been done, bul pictures of the kinds of
places where they ane built.

In justification of these remarks 1 may say that for over twenty vears |
have never taken an egg from a hird's nest, save one diminutive cﬁlcﬂ
woodcock, which b«:in¥ without yolk would never have hatched. tl
have made drawings of thousands, and these I shall be pleased to show to
anyone thinking of taking up thestudy on these lines.



XXV

WREN.



1 o senpa]

K i
Loy = \
' ] e e ﬁ_ o -H_..f

fmeg g

A

Th-
..r!._ﬂuu:!d. : T L W/n-j..n.__.

Sr 4w F

N riess

..H i wwee :
E iy Totarien J e
e ] i .. . i .Ml

. ] 5 Ahw- o

o " ..ﬂ... E Aa [
._j.i__f_:.....w_a.._..._

T s 9 w

TNHUM

jo H.n_uﬂj..:ulmﬂ

IOV NIvG O
= ANTOD MY JLITOH

AR

7 AR



Pr. XXVII

SWALLOW



a .
3 —“.. 1] ‘.“1\._
bl -
..__..._._ ._r. .ﬂ " | & ..x...ﬂ -
v | { i g
v fn._w.a: \ s by
- ) _. 5 i _.,.
& S ...._.._n_.'.-.u.n.ﬂl_.u._... ! ﬂ-._m_.n_... ik ._.J:.__Nﬂv \ A
s .,..__ PTE TR M AT o .f.. i
K ! a...z....i ﬂﬂ N
kapaga . . . W . i
et 5 i iy i \ :L_-JL! LR 1] Jm # & —_ v
s > e N LAt T
' AETT > . nw_ﬂ_..c. .r. i
Lt f e .,7 el AL o v
| At VA\\ i .Nm.h’».:.r!r %\.‘u.? - .l._m
e ) Cond p :
i “.hu_ H_.P.Hh.-.r!m f ¥ P T ] ..-...._.... L ._-/a‘..l. .H
P o IR 3
! ﬁllr 1 I]IJ .1.- .-..
o _._..,ﬂ_...,..q__u __
- K. Aal
i
x_.- ‘MOTIYMS

B

u..._h. .......n..ﬂ_..__.c

-_._n...-_._kl‘

jo. lorynigqiaysig

TADYMIYE G

1 ._n‘_n. \\\\l o7y,

Pty

QD anv JWTTOH

o

5 d suwjog,

BN AV



a3

73  SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa griseala).

Summer migrant, less common than formerly.
“Commeon ; arrives about the middle of May."—Ilobkirk, 1859,

Thia bird is very foud of old orchards, snd where they are it builde
its mest in the lichen-coversd trees; in this District I have usually
fonnd it sbout an old garden or at the edge of & wood.  There is till a
tree at the sdge of Pennyspring Waood against the trunk of whicl a pair
nested for several suceessive years. I met with it alee at Leongler,
Kirkheaton, Gawthorpe, Storthes Hall garden, Almondbury Bank,
and Yew Green. I havenot séena pair for momo years.

The earliest date I have for its arrival is May 10 (1899) st Thunder

Bridge.

T4 PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicopa airieapilla).

Spring and autumn visitor, rarc,
“Oine chot at Almondbury i 1851

The bird referredto by Hobkirk was shot by my father. Idistinctly
remember Varley coming to tell him be had seen a st bird, and
my futher t ook hisgun and got the bird, which is now in the Muosenm.

In 1844 Eddison reported (see B. of Y.) that it had bred in Dhlten
for several years, probably one pair. Varley had cne shot in Penny-
gpring Wood (Nat, 1875, p. 24); and another is reported from noar
Meltham ( Nat, 1854, p. 26),

Ta SWALLOW ({livendo rustica),
(PLATE XXVIIL Map AA)

Summer migrant, common.
“Arrives about the third week in April,"—Hobkirk, 18350,

Usnally the Swallow srrives & few days before the Martin, The
earliest date I bLave 18 April 7 (1801) recorded Ly Mr. Fisher at
Waterloo. The reiwrn migration starts about the third week in
Aungust, and by the middle of September they sro all gone except o
few odd ones which mey be left lehind, nnd such I have scen op to
the middle of October,

Ecoxomic Notes.—The Ewallow renders great service by the number of
flies and other insecis il destroys.  As the birds are on the wing daily from
sunrise tosunset the number of insects captured must be beyond calculation.
Many of these will be insects injurious to agriculiure and horticulture, but
the chief service is in the destruction of goats, midges, and other biting Hies
which, in hot weather, are such an annovance to man and domesiic ani-
mals; and this is probably the reason why the Swallow has been sent to
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rear its brood in cowsheds, and the Martin in the windows of our homes.

NoTes For TEAcCHERS (read the above, also pp. 1, 3 and 54).—The long
narrow wings and small feet incdicate that the berd Dies much and perches
little, ‘The highly forked tail is the type of thil possessed by birds which
fly quickly and take sudden turns in the fight. Thesmall solt Dill tells us
that the hird feeds on small insects | the largemouth that 1f captures them
during fight, and therefore the insects must also be suchas fy. Theshining
metallic colour of the back tells the story of the almuost perpetual sunshine
in which this happy bird lives—here and in South Africs,

The nest is bult against the side or on the top of a beam or other projee-
tion in a cowshed or other open out-boilding, and i8 constructed of bits of
straw and mud taken up a mouthful at a time ; a little is built and then
left to dry, when finished it is lined with feathers. The eges (5-0) are pinky-
white, with rust-red and purple spots, When feeding the young the parénts
do not return to the nest with every fiy they capture, but wait until they
get a mouthiul, the earlier captures being retained by & viscid secretion
from the mouth.

ScripTURAL NoTes—The name of the Swallow occurs in several places
in both the Old and New Testaments. ‘The eriginal Hebrew word e
signified liberty, and was well applied to these birds, There are several
kinds in Palestine hesides our own three common species, which are plenti-
ful, and the Swallow and Howuse Martin associale themselves with man as
they do here, and build even in the synagogues (Ps lxxxiv, 3L

[The following paragraph should have preceded the above, but was accidesially
omitied. |

THE SWALLOW FAMILY.

These birds are known by their long pointed wings, forked tsil,
small feet and il with wide gape for catching insects on the wing,
They are funnd in all tropical and temparate countries except New
Zesland, They are migratory, in summer to Siberia, Nerth Europe,
and Cannds ; and in winter to Patagonia, SBonth Afries, and Anstra-
lis. They moulf in spring only, in their winter gquarters, and return
to their summer homes paired. Over 200 kinds are known,

76 SAND MARTIN (Cotile riparia).
(Prate XXIX. Mar BB)

Summer migrant, not so commaon as formerly.
“The earliest of the Swallow tribe,"—Hobkirk, 1850,

When I wasa boy there was o great colony of these bivds just at the
bend of the riverat the bottom of Dalton Bank, but they were much
persecuted by nest robhers, and, 1 believe, finally driven away during
the making of the sewage works, A few, probally sume of those driven
away from the above habitat, nsed to nest in the bank of the Fenay
Beck near Round Woeod, A few muet still breed somewhere in the
District, a3 they are to be scen every year along the Femay Beck and
Calder.
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BIRD3 OF THE HUDDERIFIELD DSTRICT, &7

Tha earliest date for ite arrival is April 7, (1901} noted by Me, Fisher
at Cooper Bridge.

NoTE For FARMERZ & moast useful little bird, and quite worth while
in go tosome trouble 1o encourage. Mr, Whitaker, of Rainworth Lodgr
Mansfield, built a wall oo the margin of one of his ponds. and had some-
1 in. drain pipes inserted iuto iy wiieh, inext season, the Sand Martin
made wssof I « _

Wote ¥or Teacners, —Nearly always seen about rivers. May be distir’

wished by its small size, and dull brown colour. ' With their tiny biils and
eet they can hore tunnels into sandbanks, or sven soft sandstons, for twe
ar three fect. at the end of which a nest of feathers is made, and 56 pure
white eggslaid. All the Swallow tribe winter in South Africa.

e HOUSE MARTIN  (Chelidon urbica).
(PLatk XXX, Map CC)

Summer migrant, but not 20 common as formerly,
“Arrives a little later than the Swallow ; frequent.” —Hobkirk, 1850.

Since Sparrows becasme so abuudant they have driven away many
of the Martine by taking forcible possession of their nests, When |
wab & boy there were geveral places where rowa of nests could bo seen
under the eaves, or in the corners of windows of eottages, but now the
vhices where they breed, and the number of nests are very fow,
bave seen none recontly, except at Gawthorpe Mill

The earlist date recorded for this bird in this District ie"April 7,
{1901} at Marsden, by Alfred Dean. Usually they are all gone by
the second week in Beptember, but I hawve seen one ae lato we the 265tk
of thst month {1903) at Waterloo.

A very pale drabone, almost white, was ghot in Kiung's Mill Lane,
by a Mr, North, who lived st King's Mill Houso ;eny father etaffed it.

Note ror FapMErs. —=The remacks under Swallow apnly tequally 1o all
the swallow trihe.  They are most vsefnl birds, fesding exclusively on in.
sects, and do no kind of harm whatever. It might be worth while ta pu
nest-boxes for these bipds with aperiures just too small for a sparrow to

el in.,

. NoTes For TeEacness (read p 1. 3 and the paragraph on the Swallow
family on p. 540 = The House Martin can always be destinguished, when on
the wing, by its pure white romyp, and the less forked tail 3 the legs and lest
are feathered to the end of the toes, The eggs, being flad in a concealed
place, are pure white.
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73 JURPLE MARTIN (Projus purpurea).

Very raro In Britain

“Oipe shot al Talns Bridge in 1554 "—Hobkitk

I have not boen alile to trace thia bicd, T lLelieve it was staffed by
s man called Burton, & glesier, in Cross Charch Street, who carvated
the museum in the Philosophical Hall, where probably the Tird

was placed, and perbaps got destroyed ot the nneeremoninns hreak-
ing np of that instituiion soon after. It in common in Americe.

Esp ov THE PErcEEXES.

Foot of Perching Bird.

Faot of Climbing Hard
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e —— . i

ORDER 2.
CLIMBERS.

The Criwsius are, in veality, a seotion of the P gers, which, to re-

dueo u great and nnwieldy group, are taken as a separate orier,

The chief point of distinetion is, that in typical Climbers there are
two toes in front and two behind, but some other birds, with ether-

wise curions or éven normal feet, which cannot be grouped with the
Perchera, are placed here,

This Order includes such birds as climb up the bark of trees by
means of their fest and & very stiff tail (Woodpeckers); those which
climb from branch to branch by means of feet and bill, and have &
normal tail (Parrots; Toncans, ete.); and those which, mouse-like,
creep over rocks, under tiles, or along excavated galleries (Swifts, sto),

Usnally those birds have no song ; they nest in holes and lay white
eogs; the Cueckoos ara exceptional in both these respects, but

thege are strange birds, and what their habits were before they be-
oane parasitic no one knows,
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THE SWIFT FAMILY.

About fifty kinds of Bwifts are known from all parts of the warld ex-
cept the Polar Regions and New Zealand,

The d.istim:‘:ive ‘uhmct:_ristic. at a distance, is the very long nar-
row wings, which give the bird the appearance of a pickaxe when fiying,

In typical Swifts all the four toes are directed forward.

They breedin clefts of rocks, caves, etc., and lay white eggs.

The Swifts of Java make brackets (usually, but erroneously callsd
the nests) ngainst the sides of caves. These brackets are constructed

of saliva* from the mouth of the birds, which dries hard. They are col-
ected and went to the Chinese markets, and solil for making soup,

Humming Birds, found enly in Tropical America, belong to this
group.

T COMMON SWIFT ((ypaelus apus).

Summer migrant.
“Arrives middle of May ; breeds at Longwood."—Hobkink,

Eddison reported, in 1844, that Swilts got less numerous vear hy
year, and attributed the decrease to ihe Lebit of gunners shooting
them for practice,

The place referred toby Hobkitk woull,ue doubt, bethe guirriosaf

ood Edge, Many years ago an uninished mill stood in the
Dean Valley, The roof had been pat on, but it had never been foored,
nor the windows put in—a monament of unintelligent dissatisfaction,
Hundreds of Swifts bred in this mill every vear, bot some ten years
ago it was pulled down ; when the hirds came the following May,
their breeding place was destroyed, they had to disperse over the
Diistrict, and fiud such sccommodation as they could. Bome bredin an
empty building at Smithy Placa, sinee pulled down, Obers bred and
still do breed, ina diswsed mill sbove Holmfirth, [ have often noticed
them about The CLff, Holmfirth, Cook's Study, und also the rocks in
Besumont Park,

Bwifts come late and deparl carly. The earliost vecord, for this
District, is May 6 (1886), by Mr. Freer, presumably st Linthwaita ! T
have never seen it after the middle of August.

NoTEs For TEACHERS (read the above, also pp. 1 and 56).—Although not

a Swallow the Swift 15 a very swallow-like bird ; similarity of habit e
sulted in simnilarity of structure, ‘The nearest allies to Swifts are the Hum-

[ Itisusually stated that these “nests” are constructed of partly digested
disgorged seaweed, but the birds do not feed on seaweed.
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ming Birds and lecturers, laving too much stress on this fact, have sent
clvldren away with the impression that the latter birds are found in this
country.

ScrRIFTURAL MoTes.—The passage in Jer. wid, 7, “crane and swallow"
should read “swift an | crane, when the passage becomes much more under.
standable. Thesame in Is, xxxvie, 24 The Swallow iz only a partial
migrant in Palestine, but the Swifts arrive and depart with great regular.
ity. They are ever flving along the streets, chattering and screaming as
they fiv, a5 in many of tﬁc towns and villages in this country, where the
bhuildings are thatched with tiles.  Both the kinds of Swilts mentioned here
are commean in Palsztins,

BO ALPINE SBWIFT (Cupseclud melil,
One record only,

On June 2, 1881, a bird of this species was picked up, in #n ex-
hansted condition at Causway Foot, near Kirkburton, It wns taken
to my father, who purchasad it, and brought it straight away to me in
the flesh, and gave it to me for my musenm. I kept it until the eor-
poration declined my offer to found a town museum, when, along with
anumber of other rarities, T sold it. It went into Mr, Bond's collec-
tinmn.

Although common in the Alpine Hegion of Enrope this bivd is very
rare im this country,

THE KINGFISHER FAMILY.

About 13 kinds of Kingfishers are known, frow all parts of the
world except the Polar Regions, mainly the East Indies and Sonth

America,

The toes are anited for hali their length.

They fesd on small fresh-water fish, and uest in - holes bored inte
river banks, The eggs are pore gloasy whiks.

Bl KIHGFIEHER | Afeeida t'a},u'LLI:I-.

Formerly resident, now a much parsecuied visiton
sHaunts the banks of rivers and clear streams."—Hobkirk.
Hddison reported, in 1844, that the Kingfisher bred near Hudders-

field, and before that date it was quite acommon resident. My father
had a green silk net which he used for catohing them. Besides the
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incessant persecution to which these birds havebeen subjectod, the polle-
tiom of the streams, and the destruction of fish have had o good dead £,
do with reducing the number. Tt still visits the District ovoery yoar,
sad would breed hers of permitted, Becent vecords are Alwondbury
Bunk (Nat, 1875, p. 24); Melthom (Id. 1898, p, 363, & 1901, p, 148},
Croalnnd Hall (Id. 1901, p. 852, & 1843, p 10} ; Shithwaite (Id. 1633,
p. T6); Dam Bide (Tr. B P. M, 1881}; Goleer (Tr. 1. N. 8. 1888,
Mz, Pisher informs me that it vecura in Dalton every yoar, but is always
shot, and it is {0 be regretied that all the above records (execept thos.
from Crosland 1al), are reconds of murder. A sorvant of the lnte Sir
Thomas Brooke shot one 14 the grrumda sl Armitage Bridge, and de-
servedly pota good dressing down [rom hie master, The Rev, H. N,
Hind reports that one was seen at incheliffe Mill in September 1908,
Mr. Phipps includes it in a list of birds chesrved about Wilshaw, and
Mr. Falconer reports two in the posession ef James Balmforth, of Wil
berles, ehiot at Golcar in 1901 aod 1802,

BEE-EATER AND ROLLER FAMILY,

These birds are similar to small choughs and crows, but remarkable
for their very bright colours, consisting of blues, greens, and chestnut

About 55 different kinds are known, confined to the warmer parts of
the old warld.

One species of each section isnative of BEurope, and baoth acour occa-
sionally in the British Isles, also ons each of the Philippine Bee-Eater,
and the Abyssinian Roller. The Common European Roller amly has
occurred in this District.

gl ROLLER { Coracius gurvelus),

One recard only.

+Ope shot al Fizby some vears ago,”"— Hobkirk, résy

According to a list of Liocal Birds, compiled by Leyland of Halifax.
in 142#, this bird was shot in 1824 and at the date of the list was in
possession of someone at Littleborough ! have been unable 1o obtain
any further information about it
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THE HOOPOE FAMILY,

Only some half-dozen kinds of Hoopoes are known, confined to 8.
and Mid Europe, Africa, and 8. Asin. The ounly European species
visits this country every year, and has bred in the south of England,

HOOPOE | Upapz dpopa).
A rara visitor.

This beautiful bird 15 not mentioned by Hobkirk, but since he wrote
several are known to have occurred in this District. One was shot near
Honley, many years ago. Another was killed near Meltham. and came
to my moseum in the Gibson Thornton eollection.  Another was ob-
tained near Grimescar, and this also cameinto my possession : it went
to Harwich eventually. More recently, in May 1211, one was shot by
the keeper near Butternab Waod,

It is a pity we have not some large estate, and a landowner sufficient-
lyinterestedin the beauties ofinature to ind birds a secure nesting home,
Under such conditions birds like the Hoopoe would stay and breed.

ScrirTURAL Note.—The word Lapwing in Lev, xi, 19, and Deut. xiv, 18,
in the AV, hasbeen altered to Hoopoe in the RV, It is & common bird in
Paleatine, and being a veéry conspicuous one would attract notice, It is held
to bea sacred bird by the Arabs, who believe that it has charms and magic

owers. [18 crown of feathers is supposed to have been given to it by

ing Solomaon, It breeds in holes in rocks and trees, which become very
foul during the time the young are in, and as it feeds largely on dung nills,
these may be the reasons why it was forbidden as food by the Mosair 1aw,

THE CUCEQO FAMILY,

The Cockoos are peeuliar in their howh-like appearance, and the
parasitio habit of many of them,

About 180 different kinds are kvown, from wll parts of the world
except the Polar Regions. Only two are found in Europe, onu of
which is a regular summer migrant to the British Isles,

83 CUCKOQQ {Cucrlud conprus ),

Summer migrant, common.
“Arrives about the close of April ; frequenton the mooses. "—Habkirk,

The first notes of‘the Cuckoo are nlways feagerly listened for, It is
common all over the District, but, as Hobkirk says, is most frequent
on the moors and moor edges, where it lays in the nests of the Titlark,
This is the nest almost always selected in this purt of Yorkshire,
though I have known one instance of 8 Cuckoo's egr in the nest of a
Pied Waprtail ; the egs was of o much ]ig]_l.te'r typo than those laid in
the nests of the Titlark. A young Cuckoo was shown me, by n game-
keeper, in the nest of a Dunnoek, but T was unable to find any portion
of the egy shall,

The parlisst date T have for thenoto io April 18 (1899)in Butiernab
Wood, T have often heardit at9 or 10 o'clock at night, and once up
to 11-45, while listening to the Nightingale in Lepton Little Wood.
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s i

NoTEs ForR TEACHERS (read the ahove, also pp.1 and 59).—The Cuckoo i3
astrange bard.  Itlays its eges in the nests of other birds, one in each nest,
and leaves them 1o be haiched, and the young to be brought up by the
owners of the nests, called foster parents. When twn Cuckoo's eggs age
found in one nest two ssparate birds are supposed to have laid them, Dofi-
erent individual cuckoos are supposed to lay differently coloured eges anid
that each bird selects a nest with eges similar to its own s0 Cuchoos'
epEEs very often resemble those in thie nests where they are found, and to
add to the deception the egg of the Cuckoo is very small for the size of the
bird, and o this District very much resemblies that of the Titlark. Butin
other parts of Britain, or on the Continent, Cuckoos' eggs have been found
inover (00 different kinds of birds' nests, even blue ones 1o Dunnocks®
nests. Probably always, and certainly often, the egg 1s laid on the ground
and carried to the nest in the bird's motth, from which has ansen the myth
that “she sucks pretty birds’ eggs to make her voice clearn"”

The Cuckoo's egg usually hatches first. and the voung hird, very like a
little toad, immediately beging to gl any other eggs or young on iis back,
which is hollow for the purpose, and ousts them over the sdge of the nest
on to the ground. If this were not done the foster parents could not sup-

rt the whole family, and finally the young Cuckoo fills the whole nest

he foster parents feed the Cuckon so long, after it leaves the nest, that
they have to geton its back to put the food in its mouth, It would be in-
teresting if we could know what they think about their “fine baby.”

Before the young Cuckoosare ahle to Ay the old ones have gone 1o South
Africa. In Septimber, when the young are fully grown, they follow their
true parents, led by the Guide who will lead all who put their trust in him,

There isan old rhyme about the Cuckoo warth remembening |

In April the cuckoa shows fier Dol
In May she sings all day :

In June she alters her fune ;

In July she prepares 1o fy |

Come August go she must.”

Although we always speak of the Cuckeo @i the feminine gender, it is
the males only which sing.

Most of the poets have something about the Cuckoo; Wardsworth ha®
tweo pieces suitable for dictation or recitation,

NoTE For Garpewers.—Cuckoos should be encouraged about gardens,
as they take caterpillars which other birds refuse.  Mr. Porritt records that
last vear (1912 a pair of these birds took caterpillars of the magpie moth
{an insect very destructive to black eurrant and gooseberry bushes), esti-
maled at 6,000, from one garden in this District

SCcRIPTURAL Motk —The word “cuckoo” in Lev. xi, 16, and Deut. xiv, 15.
in the AV, has been changed in the R, V. to "sea-mew" (a kind of petrel),
but the species of bird to which the original word refers seems doubtful,
Our Cuckoo, and also the Great Spotted Cuckoo, are comman in Palestine,
but it is very unlikely they were ever used for food ; whereas several kinds
of petrels and shearwaters, fat and oily birds, are common in the Eastern
Mediterranean, and are caught and sent 1o the markets for eating
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THE WOODPECKER FAMILY.

The Woodpeckera are typical climbing birds, They climb np the
rough bark of trees in search of insects, and the climbing feet are as-
sisted by the very stiff tail. The bill is dagger-shaped, for digging
into decaying trees in search of internal larvee, or for excavating or
eularging holes for breeding homes, The tongue has o bard, shirp,
barbed point, and the musenlar areangements enable it to be thrust
ont to & rreat distanee, so that the bird can insert it into holes, pierce
any lurvee it can reach, and draw them oat,

Over 800 different kinds are known, from all parts of the world
where thers are troes, except Australia and Madagascar. Ten kinds
are found in Burope, eight of them in Britain, and three have been
recorded for this District.

85 GREEN WOODPECEER (Gscinns viridis),

A rare visitor.
“{Ipeshot at Storthes Hall in 1835 "—Hobkirk.

Eddison, in 1844, eaid “very rere near Huddersfield, thongh for-
merly more plentiful”’ (Birds of Yorks). My father conld remember
its wild ery in Storthes Tall Woods, and there can be little doubt that,
when the whole district was thickly wooded, it bred here.

The only recent oceurrence I know of is one killed in the Whitley
Woode o few years ago, and reported to me by Mr, E. Fisher.

Tha cutting down of old timber trees wia, most probably, the masin
vause of its disappearance.

84 GRFEAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER.
( Dendrocopus mafor).
Resident (7) but rare
“Storthes Hall Woods."—Hnbkirk, 1850,

There iz a statement in the *Birds of Yorkshire” that a nest and
eggs were prosented to the museum of the Huddersfield Literary and
Philosophical Society, by Mr. Dunderdale, in 1844.

I can remember several birds of this kind being brought to my
father to stuff, from Whitley Hall and Btorthes Hall. Varley hadone
killed in Pennyspring Wood (Nat, 1876, p. 24),

Some yesrs ago I found un elm tree, at the bottom of Saville Waoad,
infostad with the grubs of the elm-bark bestls, The bark had been torn
off, evidently by a woodpoecker, and most probably of this species, to
get at the grubs.  Some of this bark isnow in the musenm.

Mr, Rane, an sgir dealer of Lioeds, who was in this district last year,
hunting for rarities, said that a man ot Lockwood had six egae of
this hird taken from a hay-stack. On going to see them I found they
wore white eggs of some kind, bat cortainly not of & woodpecker.

.
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The Great Spotted Woodpecker is about the sizeof a Starling, with
& conspionons patchy black and white plumage. The male Tus a
searlet band behind the head, and the young bird a scarlet eap, The
flight can be distingnished at o distance, bong undalatory—iu distiner
witves np and down—{rom wosd to wood,

The conspecuous cilorstive of the woodpeckers i thought to ba
“warning eonlonrs” to inform binds of prey of the danger of altacking
4 bird which can use its dagper-like hill with such foree,

All the woodpeckers are useful binds in the forest [rom the number
of timber feeding imsects they destroy. Their digging into trees is
mmt;j to get #t internal larve, which they can hear working from the
outaide,

a7 LESSER SPFOTTED WOODPECKER.
{ Demdrocopus mimor ).

A rare visitor,
“Storthes Hall Woods, rare" —Hobkirk. 1850,

There iz & statement in "Birds of Yorkshive' that s pair nested in
ihis Districe in 1851, but 1 do not know on what suthority it is made,

My father had one {mow in the mosenm) killed in or near the old
garden at Storthes Hall,

I believe it still breeds just outside our District, in the upper part
uf the Dearue valley.

This hird frequenta orchards with old trees. The Brorthes Hall
garden is just such a place, and I have no doubt this bird bred there
formerly.

[Hairy Woodpecker (Dewdrecopus vifloms)-~A pair, male and female, of
this American speciés were shot in Kirkless Park about & hundred years
ago, This park, although not shrictly within the defined limits of our
Dstrict, is only divided from it by the river Calder and onesmall field, and
mueh nearer the town than some of the remote parts in the opposite direc-
tion, It seems necessary that these birds should be mentioned here.

The Hairy Woodpecker is very similar tothe Great Spotted Woodpecker,
except that the former has a broad white stripe down the centre of the
hach.]



64 BIRDE OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.

THE NIGHTJAR FAMILY.

The external characteristics of the Nightjars are the soft owl-like
plumage, the long wings and tail, the small swallow-like bill and
wide gape. They fee | on moths, which they capture on the wing at
dusk, hence the nse of the wide gape, and to meke the capture more
certain the mouth is besat with long still bristles which stand out ou
¢ach side. The middle elaw of each foot is like n comb, probably for
tearing off the wings of a moth while it is being held in the mouth.

About 90 kinds are known, from all parts of the world except the
Polar Regions, Polynesia and New Zenland. Three species are natives
of the European Region, of which one is & common summer migrant
to this country, and the other two have occurred as accidental visitors.

They make nonest, but lay their two eggs on the bare ground, which
the colour of the sitting bird exactly imitates,

B8 NIGHTJAR (Caprimulyus ewropaus).

Summer migrant.
“Arrives near the close of May. "—Hobkirk.

This is a bird of the dry woods and bracken «lopes along the mour
eilges,

iﬂﬂpﬂir used to breed, every year, in Butternah Woul, where 1 have
soen the eggs ; also in the fir wood at Storthes Hall, Honley Old Wood,
and on Honley Moor, but T am afraid it has heen exterminated in all
ﬂem places.  Mr, Tinker informs me that it still hreeds near Nether-

ong.

The sarliest date on which I have heard the curious note of this
bird is May 19 (1901) in Butternab Wood. This note—a continuons
churr—eannot be mistaken for that of any other bird.

This bird is often called the Goatsucker, It was formerly supposed
that the big mouth was for sucking the milk from goats and cows,
which, it was sapposed, they did in the night, and that the churring
song wase the result of the milk gurgling in the bird's throat.
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BIRDS OF PREY.

The Birds of Prey include the Owls, Hawks, Eagles, Falcons, etc,, all
of which have the upper part of the bill pointed and curved over the
lower, and which have long curved sharp elaws called talons.  Both
these characteristics are adapted to the seizing, holding and tearing of
other animals on which they prey.

The young are, at first, covered with white down, and are fed by the
narents until they are able to fly.

The Hawks, Eagles, etc. build nests in trees or rocks, and lay colour-
ed eggs, but the Owls lay white egys in holes with little or no prepara-
tion.

_Birds of Prey have no song, indeed the diurnal species are very
silent ; the nocturnal Owls hoot or screech.

When the District was covered with forest both sections would b®
plentiful, but since game preserves were established anything which
had any likeness to 2 hawk or an owl has been most unmemtl’ully pers
secuted, until now onoc of these birdsis very rarely seen.
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THE OWL FAMILY.

The Owls are mostly might birds. They have a peculiar face among
birds, it being flat and the two large glaring eyes look forward, not
sideways as in other birds. This arrangement is probably necessary
because, in the night it is not a wide range of vision they need, as thq
bunt mainly by sound, until they get near their prey, when concentra-
ted vision on one point isnecessary, Their prey consists almost entirely
of small mammals—rats, mice, voles, cte. In order to hear the faintest
noise one of these animals may make by running among fallen leaves,
an owl's ear cavity is very large, and there is a flap behind which can
be elevated to catch a faint sound, just as a person places the open
hand behind the ear to catch a sound. The feathers are very soft so
that the bird can fly towards the sound without the slightest noise. It
thus flies, a short distznce at a time, until it gets near enough to see
and hypnotise the object of its pursuit.

The “cruelty’” scar is a phantom ghost set up by those who have nnt
sufficient knowledge on the subject. Rirds and beasts of prey do oot
seize and devour each and every creature which comes in their way;
They are sent out to certain places, and told off each kind to its specia’
work—to keep order, just as policemen are told off to different parts of
a town. Thus the Brown Owl is for the oak wood, the Long-eared
(wl for the fir wood, the Short-eared Owl for the cornfield, the Barn
Owl for the stackyard. Fach in its place prevents the overcrowding of
certain  species, and as it is the weakly and imperfect ones—those
least abile to get out of the way—which are taken, the species is henefit-
ed by the best being left to propagate. So far from being cruel the
the whole systemis a most forcible expression of the Creator's fore-
thought and goodness. Belore a creature is seized it is hypnotised,
and in the process of being caten suffers no pain. When a lion was
crushing the bones of Livingstone's arm and sucking his blood, be felt
no pain, end did oot care a straw whether it ate him or not.  If erea.
tures live they must die, snd whether is it betrer for them to die in
thia painless way, or of a lingering disoase, unalile, for ilays or weeks
to get abont to find their food or to guench s thirs which has driven
mean mad ?

In all the Brivish kinda the sexes are similar, cxcepe that the fe-
male is nsually the lergest.

The egga are almast ponnd, ordinary eges are ovul to prevent them
rolling away, and those which are most likely te roll away—that is
of birda which make no nest, like gnillemots and some waders—are
most pointed at opeend.  Those of owls, being vsually laid in a hols,
wheare t.hEI ecannot rall awny have oo nesd ta Llﬂp&tt ¥rom the round
form. Two egps are Inid and then the Lirds begin to git.  When the
eggs are nenr hatohing two more sre Iaid, and when the yonng birde
do hatch their hot bodies incnhate the other eggs, setting the old
birds at liberty to forage. Just before the second two eggs hateh,
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in some instences ome or two more are laid. So ravenous are the
voung birds that it wonld be more than the parents eonld do .to feed
thom if they sll hatched at once. A yoong owl has been known to
swhallow nine mice one after the other, and the tail of the last one
huog cut of its mouth.

Ovwls, of all kinds, sre most useful birds. Feeding nlmost entively
on grain destroying mammals they render very great service, and
being almost exelusively night hirds they are not liable to molest
gama,

89 EAGLE OWL.

On Januoary 1, 1885, a large horned owl was shot at Fixhy by a
man named Joseph Firth, Tt was recorded iu the ‘Naturalist' for
1886, p. 114 as the Enropean Eagle Owl, and is so copied into the
‘Birde of Yorkshire’. But I believe it is the Virginisn Engle Owl
( Hubo rirginiguns), and if so is the first and only ome of that species
which Los oceurred in this country,

It was stuffed, and is now at Coweliffe,

40 LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus),

Farmerly resldent, now a vecy rare visitor.
“Kirklees : partial to fir plantations and old ivy."—Hobkirk, 1850.

No doubt this was once a common bird in this valley, frequenting
the fir plantations from 300 fe 1,000 ft. altitnde. In 1844 Eddison
reported that it was becoming scarcer, aud I cannot find any record of
its having bred with us since that date. Many odd oues have heen
obtained, some of them shot in the Storthes Hall Black Fir Wood by
Pemberton, the keeper, and brought to wmy father to stuff. One of
these was & beautiful little mals with s white eollar, which my father
pave to me, and I gave it, along with some other birds, to the Clayton
West school when I broke up my museum. ) )

(ne night, when collecting moths in the Bluck Fir Wood, I think
it wonld be in the spring of 1864 or '5, a pair of these birds were fiying
about the whole evening; and might have bred, or sitempted; the
wood was then pringipally fir.

It i= many years sinee one was reported.
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91 SHORT-EARED OWL (dsiobrachiotus).

Formerly a regular migrant, now a very rare visitor
“Kirklees: visits England in October and departs in April."—Haobkirk,

All the seenrrences | kuow anything about have been on the antumn
migration. [ remember several passing throngh my father's hands,
Eilled in the District, but the only one of which 1 recollect the locality
was shot on Storthes Flall Moor.

When investigating on Scholes Moor, one dey last year, I met with
an old man who informed me that he vnce shot an owl in a cornfield,
which he got stuffed ; on going tosee I found it, as I expected, tobe
of this species.

Tt has been reported from Almondbury and Dalton (Nat. 1875, p. 24)
and the Rev H. N, Hind informs me that one was killed near Boshaw
Resorvoir, October 20, 188,

This is the owl of the cornficlds, and is most useful in destroying
mice and voles, The foolish practice of shooting every strange bird

onght to be put & stop to, for often, as in this case, they are our best
friends,

03 TAWHNY OWL (Syraium aluco).

Pormerly resident, now a very rare visitor.
wiirklees | builds in hollow trees or among ivy."—Hobkirk, 1859,

In 1844 Eddison reported that this species was not met with about
Huddersfield. This must have been for want of opportunity to get
out into the country at night, for at that time it must have been in all
the large woods within the cak wood zone (500-TO0{t), It wonld be
reduced by the felling of the old timber trees, anid game preserves
would finally exterminate it. T used to hear it, when I first began to
collect insects and went out “sugaring” at night, in the Storthes Hall
Woods, aud I once heard it in Grimescar, 1 remember one being sent
my father to stuff from Shelley.

1 believe both the brown and grey forms have ccenrred.
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03 BARN OWL (Striz flummea),

Formerly resident. now a very rare visitor,
“Commaon.”—Haobkirk, 1859.

The above statement, from Hobkirk, is difficnit to nnderstand.
Tho Barn Owl has never been & common bird in this District within
my memory, and I began to take interest in birds bufore the list in
the ‘History of Huddersfield” was compiled. 'The only one I remem-
ber passing throngh my father's hands was obtained in a barn st
Woodsome Mill. T believe othera huve heen obtained, but I have uo
particnlars,

ScrirTURAL NoTE.—Several words in the Hebrew Bible are supposed 1o
refer to Owls of different kinds, Tristram makes it out that one (Lev. xi,
1fy, translated ‘night-hawk) refers to the Barm Owl; another (Is. xxxiv, 15)
to the Great Eagle Owl; a third (Lev. xi, 17) to the Little Owl. These and
other passages referring to owls refer to them as dismal denizans of the
night, or as unclean and forbidden for foad.

Il the British kinds, and some others, ooccur in Falestine.

THE HAWK FAMILY.

This family inclundes all the Dinrpal Birds of Prey which are not
owls.

Their chicf characteristics are the long curved sharp claws (falons)
and the hooked npper part of the heak which corves over the lower,

They hunt by sight, and *‘the eye of a hawk” has become a saying
for & kesn sight.

The foathers are hand and stiff, gqnite different from those of sn
owl,and the flight is rapid, as the birds on which most of them prey
are esptured in fhight.

94 OSFREY ( Pendion halicins),

A very rare visitor.

This bird is not mentivned by Holkirk, but since the publication of
hiz book several extensive reservoirs have been made, which have
tempted a wisit from birds of this” species which have etrayed so far
from their nsual haunte as Lo come within sight.

It isnot likely that thisbird, which feeds entirely on fish, was ever
a resident in, or & froguent visitor to this District, owing to the almost
total absence of natural sheete of water.

One was shot near the Decr Hill reservoir some yenrs ago, and stuff-
«ed by Gough for one of the Seniors of Bheplay.

Amnother has bean reported (Nat. 1880, p. 170) from near Bilherry,
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95 HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus ),
Doubtful.

In 1344 Eddison reported that Hon Harriers wers “not unfrequently
seen scouring the hedgerows in the vicinity of Huddersfisld.” 'This in
not the habit of the bird, and one cannot help thinking that old femala
Bparrowhawks must have been mistaken for the present species.

There is a female in the Museum, stuffed by my father, which may
be & local bird, but he obtained it before 1 was old enongh to notice
birds, and he passed away before I began to collect data.

It has been reported from the Penistone Moors, Helwlen Bridge, and
Blackstone Edge (Hx. Nat. 1900, p. 85), all places only u short distanes
beyond our boundary, in different divections,

9% MONTAGUE'S HARRIER (('rcus cinerescens .

One record only.

The only bird of this spocies which has cecurred in our DHstrict, so
furas I am aware, was a young male shot oo the Meltham moors in

1852, and which I saw soom after it was stuffed by Mellor of Meltham,
It was recarded 1o my Museum Repord for 1891,

k]

[ SPARROWHAWEK (Acoypiter nigu ),

Resident, farmerly commeon
" Frequent."—Haobkirk, 1550,

When Iwaz a boy my father often went out shooting. particularly in
winter time, and he often brought a Sparrowhawk back with him. 1
remember him shooting 2 pair from a nest when he was keeper in the
Heaton Lodge Woods, andjthe keeper at Storthes Hall often brought
it. 1 have seen it, either alive or nailed up at Woodsome, Whitley,
Snailsden, and near Almondbury, Whitwham took the eggs in the
Roydheuse Wood, and my late brother, who lived with an uncle at
Lepton, once brought my father four eggs he had taken in Lepton
Gireat Wood. It is still secnm occasionally. Mr, J. E. Turner informs
that a pair has bred for several years in a place which it is prudent not
to name. It has lately been reported to me from Hade Edge, and
also from Wessenden Head.

Nore pok Fairsers—Since 1he destruction of the Sparrowhawk, by the
camekespers and petly gunners, sparmows have enormously increased, and
farmers have had to pay forit.  Farmers' Sparrow Clubs often do more
harm than goud. and at the best their remedy = only a temporary one.
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The only trus remedy is the re-instatement of the Sparrowhawk, by provid-
ing nesting accomodation in the farm of a plantation and protection on
every large farm.

28 KITE (Milvus ictinus).

Probably former resident, now never seen.
“Seen at Almondbury in 1853 ; one seen near Huddersfield by Waterton. ™
—Haobkirk, 18350

Varley was responsible for the first part of the alove quotation; |
have heard him wake the statement many times—that he saw the
bird fiying at & great hight and distinguished it by its forked tail.

Yarrel refers to the record embodied in the second part of the quota-
tion,

In former times, when the country was covered with forest, and
the Kite wns a common bird in many parts, it wonld be a frequent’
visitor to, if not a resident in this District, At any rate it has left its
record in at least one plwe-name—Gledholt. & iz the Old Eng-
lish name for the Kite, and holt for woed, so this was the Kite Wood,
%:Iifi possible that the Honey Buzzard was included ander the name

B,

99 HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis apirorua).
A rare visltor, perhaps once resident.

Twao hirds of this specses have been obtained in this Iistrict within
my recollection, One of them was brought by the keeper at Storthes
Hall to my father, who staffed it in his hut in Heaton Lodge Wood,
ahout 1859 or '60, but I forget what become of it.

Another was killed, also in the Storthes Hall Woods, on May 28.
1874 (Nat. 1875, p. 24 }and it had, inits gizeard, egg shells and young
of Missel Thrush (Zool, 1874, p. 4153),

100 COMMON BUZZARD (Bufeo vulgaris).

Doubtful,
“Kirklees, Storthes Hall; one trapped some vears ago— Hobkirk,

Eddison, in 1844, reported to Allis of York, that the Common Busz-
zard was “frequent”™ about Hudderefield,

All that I know further than this is the above siatement from the
‘History and Natural History of Huddersfield’ made, donbtless, on the
authority of Inchbold,
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1t is probable that the Honey Buzsard was mistaken for the presont
gpeceis, heing a foreat bird, while the Common Buzeard frequents
crags, and we have none high enough to tempt the hird,

101 ROUGH-LEGQGED BUZZARD (HBuicolagopus)

A very rare visitor.

Apart from the somewhat vagns statement by Eddison—that in his
day this bird was “ecarce near Huddersfield” T oun only find one recond
of ita occeurrence.  One was killed on the Holmfirth moors some years
ago, and stuffed for Mr. Middlemost of Longwood,

102 HOBBY (Falco subbules).

A VEry rare casusl.
*Kirkleez, Castle Hill ; rare."—Fobkirk,

At least two examples of this bird have cconrred in this Dhetricr,
The one reported from Costle Hill was killed about 1858, and whickh
I believe to ba the one now in the Musenm, ‘This bird, T remember,
came to my father in the flesh when T was about twelve YeArs old, and
passed into Alfred Besumont’s colleetion.  Inehbold, who compiled
Hoblkirk's list, was a frequent visitor to wy father’s house at that time
and doubtless took his record from the bird ; my father never record-
ed apything., 1 remember Inchbold bringing the list for my father to
inmert what be knew, but he wonld have T.I'D-‘t.hl:ug tor o with it

Another wus shot 1 the wood oo Dalton Bank in 1883, and etuffad
by Baow Calvert of Kirkheaton (Eep. Hudd, Nat. Boc. Feb, 1851). 1
cuw the bird after 1t was stuffed,

193 MERLIN (Falco caalon ).

Formerly resident, now never seen.
“Waodsome, Storthes Hall, and Fixby ; rare."—Haobbkirk, 1859

These records are difficalt to understand, as the Merlin is purely &
moorland bird, but Inchbold sometimes got his records awfully mixed.

Fifty years ago my father occasionally got this bird from the moors.
Alfred Braumont shot it on Slaithwaite Moor when he had the shoot-
ing right. It has occurred on Harden Moss, and in the Wessenden
Valley. Tifty years since a pair nested near Ramsden Rocks.

The only printed record 1 can find is of one killed near Hlaithwaiie
(WNat. 1376, p. 24).
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104 KESTREL (Faleo Hanunenlus, )
“"[.l‘t'! XXXII, Mar EE.)

Formerly resident, now a rare visitor,
“MNot uncommon in woods."—Habkirk, 1858,

The Kestrel is the commonest bird of prey in the British Isles. Tt
Il'equﬂnts farm lands in search of mice, as far north as {:I'r‘tnay and the
Western Islands to St. Kilda,

I can remember the time when this useful hird was gnite common
in this District, and [ scarcely ever went out without seeing ona, or
more, hovering in theair. But the misdirected persecution by game-
keepers, and the love of destruction by gunners generally, has so far
reduced its numbers that T have not seen one for some years,

1 was onee concesled in o bush  wateling binls, when two field
mice appeared within a few feet of where 1 wae. | watched them
for some time, when suddenly they seemed to be seized by panie, and
immedintely a Kestrel descended, siered ome in each foot, aod tlew off,

Formerly it was common over all our eultivated ground and wood-
lands. Within the last twenty years I have seen it at Thurstonland,
Brockholes, Holme, Bilkerry, New Mill, and Nitherthong. Mr. E.
Fisher reported it from Dalton Bank in 1911, aud Miss Brierley from
Fizby in 1913. Mr. Johnson Wilkinson informs me that once, while
being whaved in a barber's shop in 8t. George Square, he saw n Keatrel
come and hover in front of the station ; he stopped the barber to make
certain,

MNoTe For Farsmers —This is one of the most useful birds on the farm,
feeding, as it does, almeost entirely on mice, voles, rats, and other smull
mammals 50 destructive fo crops and corn in stack. The destruction of
such birds, almost to extinction, it a calamity to the country.

ScripTurat NoTe— Various Hebrew words have been transiated
“hawk," “glede," "eagle,” etc. in our Bible, but it is exceedingly difficult
to say, in most cases, to what bird 2 particular passage refers, most of the
Hebrew words being generic, like our word hawk, there being several dif-
ferent kindsof hawks. Mostof the British kinds are commoen in Palestine,
including the Kestrel.
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ORDER 4.

SCRATCHERS.

The Scratchers proper include the ground birds known as Gams or
Fowls. They sre round plump birds with short rounded wings, tak-
ing only short flights, with wuch noise and flutter, and ealdom or
}lever perch. They scratch the ground to find food, as does a barn
owl.

They are mostly polygamons, the wales being brightly coloured’
often with decorative plumes, and the females plain like the withered
ground herbage among which they nest. The femals -;lpea all the
sitting and earing for the young, her sombre colours serving to con-
ceal Ler, as also does her loss of scent at the brooding time,

These birds have o song, but the male has a “crow’ used, usually
in & morning, as an assertion of authority over a certain pisce of
ground called a “walk' which he claims, lLence the phrase “Cock of
the walk."”

The young are clothed with down, and can run and peck ss soon as
hatched, The brood is usually large,
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THE GROUSE FAMILY.

The Grouse are known by the legs leing feathered, in some kinds
tha toes also.

Four kinds are foun1 in Britain, one of which is native of this Dis-
trict, and one has been introdoced.

105 RED GROUSE (Lagopus scoticus).

Common resident on the moors.
“Frequent."—Hoblkirk, 18350

This is the only kird peculiar to the British lsles, and is specially
associated with our ling moors. The local name is Grouse or Moeor
Game,

They fead on the young tender tops of ling, and in the autumn on
the various berries—bilberry, crowberry, wortleberry, clondberry, ate.
—which the moors produce, but in severs weather they descend to the
farmstends on the moor edges and shave the poultry food.

The colour of both birds and eggs much resemble the motiled ling
moor, but the colour varies according to local circumstances. 1 am
told by Mr, T. I, Crosland, J. ', that on the west side of Wessenden
Valley, where the moor is almost entirely black ling, the birds are very
dark, some cock birds almost black ; while on the opposite side, whers
the vegetation is chiefly red bilberry, the birvds are guite red, and af-
{or & ﬂajr'a shoot the brds from the two sides ean ua_-iil__\* b ]:iﬂked omt.

Pale drab varieties sometimes noour,  Such aone is reported (Nat,
1896, p. 148} from Standedze; and there is a pair in the Musenm
which eamwe from Midep Mesr, Mr. Anthony Bedgewick, of Ramsden
formerly keeper on the Stanhope Estate, has o pair with o good many
white festhers in the wings, shot near Ciok's Htl.lr.!_l.-',

There is a large #tone, with & pointed top, between West Nab and
the Iale of Skye road, on which a cock grouee is said to perch every
morning Lo crow § it is known as the Cock-crowing-stone,

Althoogh | have little sympathy with killing cveatures for the mere
love of killing, | have still less with thome pevsous who prowl the
moors to pilfer the eggs or young of grouse, and perhaps set the moor
on fire by carelessly throwing down a lighted match, Such persons
be reminded that there is & low to send anyvone to prizon for s month,

with hoard lubour and flogziug, who sets amoor on fire betwesn Febru-
22 and June 34.
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106 BLACK GROUSE (Tetrao teirix).

When onr present moors were birch serub, and some of the slopes
pine forest, there cannot be much doubt that this bird would be & na-
tive, but if 8o it died ont, or was exterminated, before any ornithologi-
cal records were made,

Many years ago a few pairs were introduced on the Meltham moors,
but owing to the place being unsuitable they did not establigh them-
selves,

The only other instance of the pccurrence of thisspecies in this
Diistrict, so faras is known, is a female shot in Crossley’s Plantation,
near Cook's Study, a few years ago, donbtless flown over from Dun-
ford Bridge, where they breed, having been introduced there hy
the late Mr. Btanhope,

THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY.
Partridges differ from Grouse in that they have not feathered lags.

167 COMMON PARTRIDGE (FPeriiz cinevea)

Resident where preserved.
“Abundant in all cultivated parts™ —Hobkirk, 1830

At the time Hebkirk wrote this district was moch more strictly pre-
sarved than it is at the present time, The Whitley, tSorthes Hall,
Woodsome, and Bradley estates covered nearly all the ground snitabls
to this bird, and they were all preserved., The Heaton Lodge woode,
where my father was keeper, and the Crosland Moor portion of which
Alfred Beaumnot had the shooting, belonged to Whitley, and the
Honley and Slaithwaite portions to Woodsome, Dalton Bottom was
the only likely bit not within the preserved areas, and whenever
game of any kind appeared there a number of gunners wers always
prepared to leave their hand-looms and give it & warm reception.

At the prasent time none of these estates are preserved, and 1 have
not seen or heard of a Partridge for years.

108 RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Cacealis rufu).

When the district was preservad broods of this bird were occasion-
ally turned down, but thay never thoroughly establislied themselves.
Tn 1895 Mr. Johnson Wilkinson lad one brought, eanght in Long-
wood ; and the same year ono was brought to the Musenm alive,
canght in the same neighbourhood. The Rev, H, N. Hind informs
me that oue was picked up dead between Hinchliffe Mill and Hep-
worth, in November 1900,
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- 109 QUHL { Cotwratis comuins ).

Eddison (1844) reported that he used to shoot a number, in sprinz,
in the cornfields about Huddersfield (Birds of Yorks.).

Hobkirk (1859) does not mention it, nor in the 2nd Edition (1863).

As far back as T can remember my father had a case containing a
pair of Quails and three eggs; the Iatter, he told me, were taken from
4 nest at Lepton, and my elder brother, who lived at Lepton at the
time, remembered them being taken. When I began to make a
collection my father allowed ma to take two of the eggs out of the
case, and these are now in the Museam.

Varley records (Nat. 1875, p. 24) n pairin the cornfields about
Almondbury all the summer and autumn of 1874,

Many vears ago I was informed by a quarryman called Bradbury,
who stuffed birds, that a pair had bred in a field near Croaland Moor,

[Tur Asvrrvsias Quars has been recorded (Proc. Zool. B, 1EGH,
{1. 240) as having been obtained near Huddersfield, but it was an un-
srtunate mistake, and although Nelson was warned, it found a place,
probably through an oversight, in his ‘Birds of Yorkshire', ]

THF PHEASANT FAMILY.

Th is i= a large group confined to tropical and sab-tropical countries
of Asia and 5-E. Europe. The males are gorgeonsly coloured. Our
Domestic Fowl and Peafow] are examples,

They differ from Partridges in the different sexual coloration, the
larger size, and the (uanally) elongated tail.

119 PHEASANT (Phasianus colehicus).

Hobkirk says “Common at Grimesoar,” but that remark might very
woll have boen extended. The notes given under Common Partridge
apply equally to the Pheasant, except that the former frequents the
fields while the latter is a bird of the woods, of which there a few still
remaining. Forty years ago large numbers wers bred at Whitley and
Storthes Halls. My father used to go every weck duringthe hatching
time, took the keeper a few ounces of tobaceo, and brought back the
dead chicks, which had been saved for him, for stuffing; thoss in the
Museum eame in this way.

A white one is recorded (Nat, 1876, p. 90) from Mollicar.
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THFE. SAND-GROUSE FAMILY,

Saud-Grouss are birds with two toes like Ostriches, feathored logpa
like Grouse, long tails like Pheasants, and lay two egps like Pigoons,
They freqaent sandy deserte, and like other desert birds, lay thoir egga
on:ie bare sand,

111  PALLAS' SAND-GROUSE (Syrrhaptes preadosus).
A rare visitor.

This bird, about thesize of a common pigeon, s abundant on the
sandy plaine of Central Asia, and about every ten years, probably
when they get overstocked, the birds migrate westward in thousands,
and at wuch times largs numbers nsually reach this conntry, There
was 4 great flight in 1888, when hundreds arrived and spread them-
selves over Britain, Those which escaped being shot for a few months
settled down and bred, but the love of eport and the averice of collec-
tors flunlly exterminated the lot.

In the above mentioned year a small flock was scen near Tinker's
Monument, and a man living st Shepley, shot two of them. I
saw them after being stufed ; he told me he had £5 offered for them,
and I thonght thera were two fools—one who offered  the money and
ancther who did not take it,

THE FPIGEON FAMILY.

Thess birds seem to have no close afinity with any other group,
and their inclusion with the Beratchers iz only becsuse they seom to
b connected by the Band-Grouse,

Bix kinds bave oceurred in Britain, one of which is now sxtinet,

112 WOOD PIGEON ( Columba palumbsa),

Less common than formerly.

“Common in wooded diztricts."—Hobkirk, 1855

This brid, also called Ring Dove, and loeally “Stock Dove,” haa
decroaged very much in numbers since the woods ceased to be presery-

ed ; they were encouraged by the corn Inid down for the game, It s
now comparatively rare.

The one in the Museum I picked np dend in Birks Wood, having
been woundad by a shot,

One with & grey back hias becn veportad (Zool, 1088, p. 852).



B0 BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT.

[Srocr Dove.—A “Btock Dove'" was recorded inthe Annual Report
of the Huddersfield Naturalists' Society for 1901, as having been shot
on Dalton Bank, but on questioning the Recorder (E. Fisher) it prov-
ed to be only » Wood Pigeon. Scientific work is of no valne unless
carefully done, Forty or fifty years ago the real Stock Dove bred in
some hollow trees in Kirklees Park, but as that is just out of our Dis-
trict, I have not given this bird n distriet number.]

[The Tunree Dove seems to be extending its range northward, and
should be looked for in the wooded parts of our District.]
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RIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT, 1]

ORDER 5.

WADERS.

The Wanens may he Tmrgh'lllbl] by their having a space, more u:_
lesa, ahove the so-called knee joint, bare of feathers, They canno
swim, but wade into shallow water in search of food. The legs are
osually long for that purpose, and the neck and hill correspondingly
long, to enable the bird to pick up its food without undue exertion.

A few, Tike the Land Hail, have taken to terrestrial habits, und may
be called Girass Waders ; their legs and bills are not unusually long.

The eggn are nearly always four, pear-shaped, and very large for
the size of the birds. They are purposely placed in the nest point 1o
point, in which position they take up the smallest apace, and this en-
ables the bird to cover them when sitting.

The young are covered with dowt, and in most species are able to
run snd fesd as soon as hatched.
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THE BUSTARD FAMILY.

The Dustards are fair-sized or large birds which live on sandy }Jlnim,
and are remarkable for their swilt runuing; the Ostrich is the largest
example.

Thick-lkness are small members of this family : ome kind is British,
about the rize of a small fowl, but longer legs,

113 THICK-ENEE ( Oedicnenus scolopaz ).

A very rare visitor.

Twn of these birds were seen near Dungeon Wood in 1863, and one
of them wasshot and stuffed for Mr, G. D. Armitage, then of Milnes.
bridga,

Another has been obtained on Elland Edge,

Probably these were stragglers from East Yorkshire, where fhey
breed sparingly.

THE RAIL FAMILY.

Birde which live in marshy places, and weedy ponds, with very
long toes and clawe, which enable them to walk on floating leaver.

114 WATER RAIL i Rallue aguatioun).
A rare visitor.
“Has cccurred i Dalion,"—Hobkirk, 1838,

A pair of these birds, now in the Museum, were killed on the Fenay
Beck by my father, longer ago than [ can remember, hut probably
about the year 1850,

Three were roported (Nut. 1873, p. 2i), by Varley, as having bean
ghot in Dalton in the winter of 1873-4,

(Jne wae shot on the Marsden moors (Zool. 1884, p, 191).

Another was reported from Crosland Hall in 1859 (Ann. Rep. Hud™
Nut. Soe,)

115 CORN CRAKE (Crax pratensic).
{Prate XXXV, Mar HH.)

Summer migrant, formerly common.
“Frequents cornfields and meadows"—Hobkirk, 1852
Alsn eallod Land Rail, and locally #Gers Drake.” Thirty or forty

years ago one eould searcely walk out a mile from the town, on a sum-
mer evening without hearing one or more of these hirds in the fislds,
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BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT. 84

More recently it has decreased in numbers, and I have not beard one
for some vears, Machine mowers have destroyved a great many.

Mr, B. Bhaw reports one near Holmfirth during the present suwm-
mer (1914), and one was reported from Dalton last year.

It arrives, from N. Africa, early in May, and departs early in Sep-
tember. The sarlicst date I have is May 1, at Linthwaite (Freer, "#().

118 SPOTTED CRAKE (Perzana marusils),

A very rare visitor.

Omo was shot by my futher, near Fenay Bridge, about 1862,

Another, which I remember being brought to him, was killed br
fying against the telegraph-wires, near Waterloo,

A third was brought to my Museum at Beanmont Park, having bean
caught in & garden at Deadwaters. This is now in the Mussum at the
Technical College.

117 BAILLON'S CRAKE (FPorzana baillond),
Only once.

On Bunday, May 30, 1874, when walking oot with my father, and
passing Horue Dam, Kirkheaton, the man living at the farm—~{Georgs
Challend—eame out and ealled my father, who was wall known in the
district. Challind showed him a bird of this kind which he had shot
the day before on the dam, and asked bim if it was any good? My
father gave Lim 6d. for it, stuffed it, and gave it to me, having begun
to make & collection. When my museum had reached over 100,000
specimens, and the Corporation finally declined them as a free gilt,
temaporarily disheartened in my life-long efferts 1o raise a Town
Museum, [ s0ld a number of rarities, and thiv hird unfortunately Ieft
the district,

118 WATER-HEN (Gallinula chlorapus),
(PLaTE XXXVI, Mar IL)

Resldent, fairly commaon.

It issomewhat etrange thut the compilers of Hoblirk's Last did not
include this bird, As far back &2 1 can remember my father took ma
to eee & nest oo Dogley Mill Itam, 1t bred ou Gawthorpe Dam and
at Bheplep Mill when 1 was & hirdaesting boy. Since then 1 have
seen it in other places. It weed to breed at Milnesbridige Houose.
and atill does a0 ut Armitnge I’-'rir'{_';t-, and rn some of the reservoirs
above Holwfirth, on oue of which there 1s at present a brood,
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119 COOT (Fulica alra),

Formerly resident, now rarely seen.

In 1844 Tddison wrote “Nearly extinct abont Huddersfield.™

The two in the Moseum wers shot by my father, on Sheply ML
Dam, about 1851 or '2, and were probably a pair. Some years afior
be had & third sent from the same place,

More recently another was olitained on Netherton Moor { Rep. Hud,
Nat Boc., 1884}, Prohably this latter had Hown over Irom Gun-
thwaite whege it Leeeds,

THF. HERON FAMILY.

Mastly large Lirds with very long legs and long neck and bill. They
feed on fish, froges, mice, ete., and mostly nest in trees, laying plain-
eolowred egpe, not of the pear-shaped type.

120 COMMON HERON (drdea cineren).
An eccasional visitor.

Saams to have been nuknown, ar a local bird, to those who compiled
Hobkirk's List, though it has probably been au oceasional wisitor &
this Dietrict ever sincs the making of the firet great reservoir.  Those
which come here are mostly full grown young birds in the antumz,
unfortunately they are nearly always shot, and wery often by some
thivkhead who does not know what to do with the bird when he -has
ghot it, amd | have known wmore than eome kept outil they stank,
and then thrown on the ash-pit.

The first uneof which | have any recollection was brought to my
fnther ta staff, sboat 1854 ox'5; it had been ghot on Slaithwaite Resez-
voir, He had several others brought at different times,

Varley records one (Nat. 1875, p. 24) scen at Storthes Hall on June
4, 1874 ; and auother een flying over Almondbury Bank on July 14
of the same year, He records another from Bilberry Reservoir, Bept.
4, 1880, Angther isveported {Rep, Beaum, Park Muos 1890) from
Harden Muoss,

T am told, by the kocpers of the Yateliolme, Ramsden, and Holme-
siyes Beservoirs, which have been stocked with tromt, that Herons
are fairly frequent visitore,
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121 BITTERN (Bolaurus sicllariz),

A very rare visiter,

Eddison {1844} mentioned two, one of which was in his ealleetion,

The enly other seen it this Distriet, so far as [ know, was killed st
Armitage Bridge (Rep. Beaumt, Pk. Mus,, 1801}, on theriver near the
church. Tt was stuffed by Gough, for Alfred Beanmoat, and is now
im the Museum.

[Grossy Imrs.—Early in September, 1911, the Rev. H. N. Hind
eame to the Museum to report a strange bird he bad seen. He looked
through the Bird Collection, finally seitling on the Glossy This, I got
the case down for him, and after making & careful examination he falt
gura that the bird he had seen was of that species. I got him to writs
me a note, which T here give, slightly ablireviated :—

“On October 28. 1911, Tecamae unexpectediy upon a strange bird in the
field adjoining the Wetherthong Vicarage. Tt was stunding on the ground
some 17 yards away, and was about the sizeof a small pheasant, but with-
outthe long tail, but it had langer legs. It flaw away with a powerful flight,
and I should think it would measure 2 ft. 6 in. [rom point to point of its
wings It did not rise more than ten or twelve feet from the ground, and
was out of sight in a few seconds. [ waswell above the bird when it rose
and had a clear view of the upper parte, which were reddish-brown o
chocolate) and brownish-black in patches.........1 did not notice the bill, for
except lor the first instant the bird was Aving away from me."

The next day Mr. B. Bhaw, of Holmfirth, reported to e that on
Outober 29, as be was dressing himeelf, just as it was coming light, he
saw & strange bird standing on the top of a wall. It was not light
cnough to see it clearly, but “it looked like a black Curlew.”

T at onoe swwant np to Blmkmmr Fﬁm, and walked roond the Hes-
ervoir bank, in the hope of seeing the bird, or picking up a feather
which would put the matter beyond question, but I did neither, ]
have no doubt, notwithetanding, that the hird seen by Mr. Hind at
Netherthong, and early the following morning at Holmfirth (scarcely
a mile apart) by Mr. SBhaw, was the same bird, and was & Glossy This,
But in the absence of absolute proof T do not give it a District No]
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THF. PLOVER FAMILY.

Small or medinm-sized birds, seldom exceeding the size of & pigeon.
The bill is thickest near the tip. Most of them breed inland, and
winter on the coast,

122 GOLDEN PLOVER {'I'_.T.':r:rurirful plupializ),

A few breed.
“Noticed at Almondbury and Fixby."—Hoblkirk, 830

1| have seen this Lird about Snailsden Pike, and also on the moors
shove Buckstones, in summer, and althoogh I never fonnd the egps |
feel sure that it breeds at these, and perhaps other places. Morris
was informed, probably by Eddison, that it bred on the Meltham moors.
Iu the late antunn T hoave scen flocks of twenty or thirty (which
would represent gix or eight familites) in the fields near Besumont
Park, and Mr. Fisher informs me that he has seen them in the fields
about Upper Heaton, The last I saw was in 1911,

[Guey Puoven.—Eddison (1844) stated that the Grey Plover was -
vecasionally seen about Hnddersfield, in the same localities as the
Gulden Plover (Birds of Yorks.). This was probahly a mistake.]

123 RINGED PLOVER (Aegialitis hinficula).

A very rare visitor.

~ Tam informed by Mr. Fredk. Schofield, of Meltham, that he hae
shot this bird on the Blackmoor Foot Heservoir bank.

124 DOTTEREL ( Endomins morinallus .
Spring and awtumna visitor, on migration.

Eddison reported that the Dotterel, bred on the Slaithwaite and
Marsden moors, but this was, very likely a surmise through the birds
having been seen thore in epring, on their way to the North-wes
TFells, where they do breed. I have bad a full grown young bird shot
on the hills bounding the Upper Aire valley, but thera was no evi-
dence that it had been bred there, and it is very improbable that
this bird bred on cur moors in Eddizon's time.

Forty yeara ago Dan Oldroyd, a birdstuffer who lived at Scholes,
uged to bring three or four of these birds to my father every spring,
ghot on Scholes Moor, Two, 8o obtainad are now in the Museum, and
another pait T gave to the Keighley Museum.
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125 LAPWING (Vanellus cristaius)
(Prare XEXVII, Mar JJ1.)

A few breed.
Fallows near Grange Hall : Fixby"—Hobkirk, 1859,

The Lapwing breeds, though not in large numbers, in the rough
pastures on our moor edges. 1 can remember the time when it nestel
in the fields adjoining Crosland Moor. Eggs were reported from
Opper Heaton in 1901 (Bep. Hodd. Nat. Soc.), and this year (1914
T have seen it in the bresding season on the high gronwds above Hep-
worth, and at Farnley Hey.

Flover Mills, Lindley were probably named from these birds being
plentiful on Lindley Moor when it was more extensive than it is =t
the present time.

The local rame is Peewit, alter the bird's note nttered when fAying.

136 OYSTERCATCHER (Hematopus setragalus ),
A very rare visitor.

Eddison reported that he had known of two, shot on the Marsden
and Blaithwaite Reservoirs, one of which was in his eollsction,
Varley had one, ohtained on King's Mill Dam, in 1866,

THE SNIPE FAMILY.

Usually small birde, with short legs (for Waders), but with long
Lill, often uead for probing soft marshy pround for worma, ete.

127 WOODCOCK (Seolopar rusticola ).

A winter migrant, rather rare, but has been known (o breed,
“Oderurs in Storthes Hall Woods, Mollicar Wood, Fixby, etc.'—Hobkitk,

The largest of the snipe family, being the size of a large pigeon,

Eddison eays “0ften numerous; comes about March 17% He he.
leived it had bred in Storthes Hall and Farnley Woods.

For many venrs my father had a downy young onc in a case with &
pair of old birds, which, he told me, was taken from a nest in Lepton
Gireat Wood, perbaps wn or twelve yeare hefore Hobkirk wrote his
ook, For rensons which I regret my father would have nothing to
do with compiling the list for Hobkirk's book, and that was the reason
why none of his records appesred in it

One was recorded from Mollicar Wood in 1876 (Nat. p. 90}, and
one from Kenmerley Wood in 1901 (Rep. Hudd. Nat. Soc.).
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The late keeper at Cook's Study told me that he occasionally saw
one in Crosaley’s Plantation, and this is very similur to places in the
North of Scotland where T have found the nest,

128 GREAT SNIPE (izallinage wujor).
A very rare visitor.

1 had & bird of this species in my mussum a¢ Beanmant Park, which
was shot in Dalton, and staffed and given to me by wy father; it
went with the Baillon's Crake.

Varley had another, also shot in Dalton Bottom, Decemb. 26, 1873
(Nat. 1875, p. 24),

129 COMMON SNIPE (Gallinage colestis).
Resident. and fairly common.

Hobkirk's remark “In low marshy meadows” should rather beom
high marsky ground, for, although in frost it comes down to the river
alluvium, its real home is the wet places ou the shale about the moor
edges. Itnests in the drier places, generally in the rough natural
pastures. Tt is fairly ecmmon all along our moorland border, and on
Cartworth Moor 1 have watched it “drumming” on a Sunday evening
from the chapel door.

130 JACK SNIPE (Scolopaz galtimda),

A winter migrant, but rare,
“Has occwrred at Fixby, etc."—Hoblark, 1850

In 1844 Bddison reported that the Jack Snipe was common in most
parts, and bred at Slaithwaite. Eggs were reported, in 1881, from
Stainland. Doth these must have heen mistakes, as it hee never been
known to breed in Britain. There may be some excuee in Eddison's
case, for natural history books were then very fow, and often inacenr-
ate. But in recent vears thero are well illustrated books upon sl-
most every branch, and it is a pity that members of local naturalists'
gocietics do mot take more care to correcily identify their observations,
and in cases of this sort to secure sufficient proof at the time to place
the matter beyond donbt. No doubt the Dunlin was mistaken for the
Jack Snipe in both theee fnstances,

When 1 was 8 boy my fether often brovght in a Jack Suipe when
Le had been out ehooting on o winter day, and 1 have been oat with
Lim when he has shot them. | have seen many & one rise from s
certain dile in Almopdbury Fields, T have secn it also on the stream
near Birks Mill, aud in Whitley Willows, 1t has been reported from
Mearsden, and from Dalton Bank.



BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT, 82

181 DUNLIN (Triaga alpina).
A few breed.
“Occasionally on the moors ahove Meltham. " —Hoblkirlk, 1359

The mistakes pointed out under Jack Suipe seem to indicate that
the Dunlin breeds, or did breed, in this District.  Several times T hava
seen birds, supposed to be this species, about onr moorland shests of
water. I have never found its nest, bat in June 1872 | watched s pair
for some time thropgh a glass, ou the margin of the Standedge Resar-
voir, We have a young bird in the Museum, one of three obtained by
my father from Booth Dene, Sowerhy Bridge ; and Varley saw it aliove
Rishworth in summer,

132 CURLEW SANDPIPER (Tringa subarguata).
A very rare visitor.

There i only one record.  Varley had one, in the winter plumags,
which he shot on King's Mill Dam, in 1837. 1found an entry relat-
ing to this bird in his diary, which T examined after hiv death,

133 TIMMINCK'S STINT { Trenga immincki).
A rare straggler.

I remember my father having a bird of this apecies in the flesh, Tt
was shot somewhaere in the district, but I did not realise the impori-
ance of data until after he had finished his work, and I never got the
particulars, though the bird eame to my musenm at his death.

One now in the Mussum was presented to the Huddersfield Natura-
lista’ Bociety, I believe by the late Thos. Allen, and was. very likely &
lgcal bird, but unfortunately no particulars have been kept.

134 COMMON SANDPIPER ( Totanus hypoleucus).

A summer migrant.

"A regular summer visitanl, making itsappearance in Spring and depart-
ing in Autumn ; one shot at King's Mill.*—Hobkirk, 1850,

“ddison (1844) reported this bird as common, and that it “nsed
!"TF}E"ﬂ at King's Mill and Dalton Leos,” but added that it was begom-
ing scarcer s the popolation ineressed, I ecan remember it being
fairly eommon on the river below the town, and 1 have seen it on the
Colne above, but not for nany years,

I am not aware that it now ocewrs on the river at all, but it stili
breeds, every year, on the manging of rome of our reservoirs,
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135 GRFEEN SANDPIPER ( Teianws ocliropmus),
A rare visitor.

Eddison said “Rare near Huddemsfield.”

One now in the Museum was shot in Dalton over filty yeams agw
My fsther kept it up stairs in & dark case, where he had other rarities
When T had formed the Besumont Park Museum he gave it (and
others) to ma,

136 REDSHANK (Tofanus caltdriz),
A rare straggler.

Eddison said “Rare near Huddersfield.”

1 only know of one of this species ns having peeurred within our
area. 1t was shot on the Blaithwaite Reservoir about fifty years ago,
and brought to my father to stoff, by & man called {zarside. Its bright
reil logs fixed it on my mind,

187 CURLEW (Numenius arquaia).
A few may breed.

Eddison said it was occasionally seen on the moors aronnd Hudders-
field. The same remark still holds good, and although I have seen it
in June, July, and Angust I have uo actual evidence of its nesting.
1 have seen it on Good Bent, slso on the moors above Meltham, om
Harden Moss, and lately in the fields which used to be the Netherton
Moor.

#Tmmature birds” were reported from Lindley Moor in 1880 (Nat.
p. 417,

138 WHIMEREL ({Namenius phoropus).

A very rare vieltor.
“One shot at King's Mill."—Hobkirk, 1859,

Eddison said “Rare in neighbourheod of Huddersfield.” This re-
mark was probably based on a bird killed by Varley, on King's Mill
Dam, sbout 1833 or "6, and which he recorded as a Whimbrel, but ha
asked me, many yoars after, what was the difference between this bird
and the Curlaw ¥
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ORDER 5.

SWIMMERS.

With the exeeption of the Greles, all Swimmers are recognisable by
the thres [ront toes, and in seme species all four, being nnited by web.

The Grebes have scalloped lobes along each side of cach toe.

There is uew only one species of Swimmer native of this Distriet
—the Littla Grobe—and that is almost extinct,
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THE TERN FAMILY.

Bmall sea-birds, having the ecoloration and habits of gulls, and ths
form of swallows, hence known popularly as Sea Swallows.

139 BLACK TERN (Hylrochilidon nigra).
A rare straggler.

My father had two of this spocies, one of them in lwmature pluwm-
age, which were shot, at different times, on the river somewhers noar
Colne Bridge ; they are now in the Museum, Eddison recorded it for
this District, and probably his record was based on one or both of the
wbove, ag he and my father were friendly.

A third was shot on Sheard's Dam, Gawthorpe, May 7, 1907, and
was presented to the Musenm by Mr. E. Fisher.

140 COMMON TERN (Sferna hirundal,
A very rare visitor.
"Twoshot at Slaithwaite,"—Hobkirk, 1859

Eddison said “Occasional abont Hoddersfield.”

The ouly one I remember as having been obtained in the District
was an immature bird which was shot on the river below the tows,
about 1867,

One is reported from Sheard’s Dam, Gawthorpe, by Fisher (Hep,
Hudd, Nat. Soc., 19015,

THE GULL FAMILY.

Hofi-feathered foating birds, mostly marine, but a few resort to in-
land marehes to breed, Those which oecur in this District are mostly
young birds driven out of their course by gales, or flocks erossing from
coast to const in stormy weather,

141 ELACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus),

A recent Immigrant.
“Fixby, "—Hoblkirk, 1850

Eddisou raported this, s a Hudlersfield species in 1844,

Rinee the construction of the abominable open surface sewage works
this gull has come inland in considerable numbers. Ten years ago
flocks were to be seen feeding on the Airedsls sewage [arms almost
any day. They continued to come, and did much good by removing
perishable matter, and it was 4 short-sighted policy of corporate bodies
to allow persons to shoot aver thess grounds in return for a few coins,

When the Huddersfield Sewage Works were made the Gulls began
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to come hers. Duaring the summer of 1307 I passed the Compensation
Besarvoir at Longwood several times, and each time saw one, and
sometines two Black-headed Gulls flying about. 1 was afterwards
told, by Mr, Arthur Broudbent, that they had nested in his sister's
garden, which runs down to the edge of the reservoir. They were not
permitted to nest the following year, becanss they ate up all the young
thrushes and blackbirds as they hatched,

Mr, G. Croeland informed me that several pairs nested on the sofi
moors above Wessenden @ this was in 1910,

In June, 1911, on two oceasions I saw three of these birds careering
about the Cupwith Reservoir, and Mr, John Wainright told me that
ha was up there one day with a tervier dog, which these three birds
attacked, compelling it to retreat hostily yelping.

[Lrrrie Guin.—This bird hae been reportad, in a very casusl way,
from Marsden, but I am afraid it is one of those instances, all too fre-
quent, where a little more care in identification would have prevented
the record appearing, or else the bind would have been recorded under
. gome other name. The oceurrence of this {purely marine specics, at
Marsden is very doubtful, and in the absence of more definite prool
it cannot be admitted as o Distriet record at present.]

143 GREAT BLACK-BACEKED GULL (Larus murinus],
A very rare visilor,

Eddison said that this species ocenrred, at times, about Huddersfield ;
and on several occasions | have seen one, and sometimes two, passing
over, usnally in stormy weather,

Mr. Dene has reported a Black-backed Goll from Standedge Heser-
voir, but did not say which species,

143 LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL {lLams fiscus}.

In September, 1901 T saw a pair of gulle, 1 felt pretty sure were of
thie species, flying over after a storm,

In June 1910 I saw one wheeling round the middle rescrvoir in
Wossenden, aud being well above it at the time I had a clear view of
ite dark back. Mr. ¢, Croslund teld me that they hed lLred ou the
moes with the Black-headed Gulla

144 HERRBRING GULL (Larus argenfatus).
A rare visitor.

Several, chiefly immstare birds, were hroaght to my father to stufl,
I have seen others at Gongh's: smd one T had sent from Blackmoor,

Varley recorded soverad flocks in his disry, meetly flying north or
north-west, and I have scen similar flocks.
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145 COMMON GULL { Larus caius).
A very rare visitor.
Eddison reported this bird as having oconrred puevions to 1544,

I remember one or -two being brongh to my Isther tostuff: young
birds, or adults in winter, The winter bird in the Musenm is one of
thuse.

146 KITTIWAKE (Itssa fridaciyla),
A rare straggler.
Eddison reported this bird in 1844

My father had two or three local birds through his hands, all in
winger.

Gough informed me thathe had one sent to stuff which alighted on &
ehimney at Woodsome Mill, snd overbalancing it fell down the chim-
ney, probably exhansted,

147 RICHARDSON'S SKUA (Sfercoraris capilaius),

“Ome shot at King's Mill."—Hobkirk, 1568
1 kpow nething beyonrd the above.

THFE. PETREL FAMILY.

Petrals are cceanie birds, some of them small, hence Petrel, which
weans little Peter, becanse they seem to walk on the water, bearing
themselves up with their wings,

They may be distinguished by the nostrils being tubes along the
upper part of the Bill. .

The largest member of this family is the Wandering Albatross,

148 MANX SHEARWATER (Puffinus anglortim ),
A rare visitor.
“Omne caught at Newtown Mill Dam."—Hobkirk, 868

Amnother is vecorded (Nat. 1379, p. T5) as having Legn canght in
Lomg Lane, Dalton.

A third {nnw it the Muosenm | was 1':.!14.;]11, in an exhadsted state, on
Crosland Moor, Angnst 20, 1802, and was bronght to my museum at
Beanmont Park,



BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT. 85

149 FOREK-TAILED PETREL (Oesonodroma lencorrhoa ),

A rare visitor.

Mr, Dene reported one (Nat, Jour.,, 1895, p. 67) picked up in un ax-
hausted state in Mursden., It was stuffed by Goongh for Mr T. P
Crosland, J.P., in whose possession I saw it at Wessenden Lodge,

L&d STORM PETREL ([Procallaria pelagica),

Doubtful.

Eddison said that this species was met with swhout Huddersfield,
but as nearly all the so-called “Storm Potrels” which have ocearred
inland, that T have examined, have been Fork-tailed Petrels, it is pos-
gible that the bird or birds on which the above remark was made, may
kave been of the latter species,

151 FULMAR (Fulmaria glacialis).

Thia species is included here on the anthority of Eddison, who re-
ported it as having oecurred a4 Huddersfield,

THF. DIVER FAMILY.

8eiff foathered torpedo-shaped rea-birds, which swim half submergad
(vr more at will) and dive readily.

152 LITTLE AUK (Mergulus alle).
A rare straggler.

Several have been picked up at varions times, in an exhausted stata.

One now in the Museum came to my father from Slaithwaite more
than fifty years ago,

Another has been reported (Nat. 1884-5, p. 127) from Outlane.

A third was picked up in York Street, February 1, 1895 (Rep. Hud.
Nat. Boe. ),

A fourth Lias been reperted from Helme Bridge (Nat. Journ, 1395,
p. 9).

153 RAZOREBILL (Alea torda),
Oue record only.

A bird of thisspecies was obtained at Marsden, May 2, 1906 {Rep,
Hudd. Nat. Boc,, 1907),
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154 BLACK-THROATED DIVER (Colyulbns aralicus).
Doubtiul.

My nnthority for including this species as a bird of this District is
the stetement (B. of Yorks ) by Eddison, that it had oeenrred at Mud-
dorsfield, Persumably this would be in the winter, when birds of
this epecies and the next are so much alike that it is very casy to make
n mistnke. .

165 RED-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus septentvionalis).
A very rare visitor.

This is also recorded by Eddison, but in this iustance I can sapply
additional evidence, He stated that one of the birds shot hera was in
the museum of the Philosophical Society, in the Philosophical Hall.

1 remember cne being brought to my father from Slaithwaiite,

156 GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus glacialis).
One record only.

Mr. F. Greenwood, of Meltham, informs me that he shot one om
Blackmoor Foot Reservoir, in the winter of 1900-1,

THF. GREBE FAMILY.

_Diving birdsof the torpedo shape, with feathers which shine like
silk, especially on the underparts; and toee with lobed webs on each
wide,

167 LITTLE GREBE (Podiceps fluviatilis).

. Retident, Lut confined Lo one or iwo pairs.
“A pair shot at King's Mill, and one at Dalton."—Hobkirk, 1868

+ Eddison said “Not uneommon 1o the nﬂighhaur]u'ldd of Fuddersfield,
where it stays all the year.,”

I ean remeber when “Tom Puddings,” the loenl nsme for these
birds, bred on Sheard's Dam, Horne Dam, and Dogley Mill Dam, 1
only know of & single pair at present,

One ia reported fron “nesr Huddersfisld” in 1870 (Nat. p. 76).

The Rev 1. K. Hind informs me that one was obtained on Ramsden
Reservoir, Sept, 29, 1908 ; and Mr. Turner, of Netherthong, tells me
his has seen one near Hinchliffe Mill
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158 EARED GREBE (Podiceps nigrieolliz),
A rare visitor.
“Oae shot on Sheard's Dam, Kirkheaton."—Hobkirk, 1868

Eddison stated thot afew stray examples bad baen obtained alout
Huddersfield.

My father had oune from Blaithwaite, Allthe oceurrences, T helieve,
have been in winter.

159 RED-NECKED GREBE (Ioadiceps grisaijens).
Doubiful.

Fddison said that “many’ had been taken or shot near Hoddersfield,
Dionbtless these would be in the winter, when the various Grebes are
ko similarthat differentiation, and particnlarly at that day when books
were few, would be a difficalt matter. 1 koow of no recent occurren-
ces, and inclnde this species to give Eddison the bencefit of the donlt.

160 GREAT CRESTED GHEBE (Podiceps criatalus),
A very rare visitor.

The bird now in the Mosenm, in full breeding plumage, 1 remember
being sent to my father, in the flesh, by Alfred Beauwmont. It had
been killed semewhere in the Distriet, but I never got the partienlars,

1 am informed, by the Hev. H. N. Hind, that one was shot on the
Boshaw Reservoir, October 24, 1908,

Mrs, Haigh, of Ramsden, has one stuffed, which was shot on Rams-
den Reservoir five or six years ago, and which may be the bird refer-
erd to by Mr, Hind, a slight confusion as to place having arizgen.

THE GANNET FAMILY.

Large sea-birds, having all four toes united by wehb.

161 COEMORANT (FPhalacracorar carbo).
A rare straggler.
“One shot al Learoyd's MillL"—Haobkirk, 1868,
One was obtained “near Huddersfisld™ in 1370 {Birds of Yorks. ),

Two were reported (Hudd Nat, Soc.) obtained on the Longwood
Keservoir in 1910,
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162 CRESTED SHAG Phalaerocorax graculus).
One record only.

Mr. Alfred Kaye, of Lindley, gave me the information that abont
forty wears ago a bird of this kind alighted on the top of o mill chim-
ney at Folly Hall, aud was shot and stuffed by Robert Kaye, of New-
BOLIE,

168 GANNET (Swla bassana).

A very rare visitor.
"One caught on Emley Moor."—Hobkirk, 1868,

Eddison reported one “near Hoddersfield,” parhaps the hird refers
red to by Hobkirk,

An immature bird, in the spotted plumage, was eanght at Slaith-
waite, about 1854 or '5, It was brought to my father, who kept it
alive for some time,

The Itev, IL N. Hind informs me that one, in immature plumage,
was canght by a boy, between Hinchliffe Mill and Holme, Beptember
19, 190%, and was stuffed for Mr. Turner, of Upperthong,

SWANS AND GEESE.

164 MUTE SAWN {Cygnus olor).
Dﬂmﬂﬂﬂtﬂ+

Tame or somi-tame Swans ofton break away from their surroundings
amd toke long flights, sometimes, perhaps, missing their way, and be-
coming tired alight on any shect of water which happeus to be within
sight ; such are usnally reported as “wild swans." (e was shot on
Cupwith Reservoir in 1906 {Rep, Hudd, Nat. Soc.).

Formerly Bwans were kept on the pond st Milneshridge House, but
the only places where they are now kept are Sheard's Dam at (Gaw-
thorpe, aud the publie parks belonging the town,

185 WHOOPER (Cygune musious),
Doubtful.

Eddison veported that this bird wis cccasionally met with en our
moora, It is impossible to tell now whether the birds referred to
wera troe Wild Swans or only escaped tame ones,
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166 CANADA GOOSE (Hernecla canadensis).
Domesticated.

One of this kind was shot at Shepley some years ago, probably an
pscape from sowe private pond. Formerly paivs were kept at Shep-
ley Mill, and at Milneshridge Honse, and an egg, now in the Museum,
was Inid at the latter place.

167 BERNACLE GOOSE (Hernisula levcopsis),

A rare straggler.

Eddison reported this species from Mareden, Blaithwaite, Melthan
and Holmfirth moors,

In Varley's Diary (Young Naturalist vol . iv) mention is made
of two flocks of Bernacle Grecee, one of five and the other of seven, fiy-
ing over Almondbury, on March 26, 1873, in a northerly direction.

In 1851 nine appeared on the Wessendeu Resarvoir, several of whick
were shot, and stuffed by Gongh (Hep. Beanm, Park Mus,, 1891),

168 BRENT GOOSE (Bernicla brenta).
Doubtful.

Eddison said this species scenrred on our moors, and gave the sams
loealities s for Bernacle Goose, but although there is no proof that he
was wrong, it looks very much as if he had surmised from birds seen,
probably at a distance, or perhaps only reported to him,

169 GREY LAG GOOSE (Anser cinerea).
Doubtiul.
This species h s been recorded from Marsden, but the record re-

quires coufirmation. There are, of course, plenty of tame geese, which
are domesticated descendants of the wild Grey Lag.

170 EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Chenalaper eqypliaca).
Ome record only.

A bird of this kind was shot at Blaithwaite in 1825 (Nat. Journ,, p.
40y and was stuffed by Gosgh,  Probably escaped from some park,
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THE DUCK FAMILY.

The Domestic Duck may be taken as a type of this family. The
bill is broader and flatter than in geese, and as & rule docks are smull-
ar, though certain goose sre smallor than averagze dueks,

171 SHELD-DRAKE (Tadoran cornuta).
A rare visitor.

Eddison mentions this among the ducks “frequently™ met with oo
our moorland sheets of water in his day (Birds of Yorks,, p. 432},

The only occurrences I know of are four on Gunthwaite Dam (just
outside our area) some ‘years ago. A shooter put them up, two flew
one way, and two in the opposite direction; he killed the four with a
double discharge, and they are now at Seissett,

Some years ago & Huddersfield tradesman brought a sitting of eges
of this bird from Arnside, and they were placed under a sitting duck
in Greenhend Park, They hatched out, but as soon ss they were able
to iy four of them flew away, and the rest were caught and pinioned,

172 SHOVELLER (Spatela clypeatn),
A very rare visitor.

Included, by Eddison, in the list of ducks frequenily met with in
his day on vur moorland sheets of water. 1 have never seen omne oh-
tained in the District, but as T know it breeds within an hour's flight
there ia no reason why it should not cccasionally oceur,

173 MALLARD (Anasboseas).

A straggler, probably once resident,
“A pairshot at Slaithwaite, and one at King's Mill."-—Hobkirk, 1865

Hobkirk’s records for King's Mill were furnished by Varley, who
worked there in his early life (from about 1833 to '86). At that time,
he told me, the river was dammed back, forming a kind of lake, and
willows and reeds grew thick arvund, smongst which water-hens nest-
ed, perhaps Mallards too, and other waterfowls were frequent visitors.

Une svening, at dusk, I saw a pair of ducks, 1 felt sure were of this
spicies, come and wheel round Bilberry Reservoir, and then fly of
sorose (ood Bent, probably to Yateholme,

Mr. Wood, fishmonger, informs me that be hes had wild Muallards
from the dam at Whitley,

Our ordinary tame ducks nre s domesticated breed from the Mallard,
which, like other domesticnted animals, have n tendeney to whiteness,



BIRDS OF THE HUDDERSFIELD DISTRICT. 101

————

—_ =

174 WIGEON (Mareca penelope).

A very rare visitor.

“A pair shot at Dalton Lees"—Hobkirk, 1868,

I have seen another pair killed on Sheard's Dam, Gawthorpe, many
VEATH AgO.

Another, a female, was brought to the Beaumont Park Musenm,
irom Slaithwaite,

The late keeper, who lived at Cook's Study, told me he ccensionally
shot a Wigeon on the reservoir close to his house.

176 TEAL ({Nattion crecea).

A straggler, probably once resident,
“Five on & dam in Squirrel Wood, Woodsome."—Hobkirk, 1868,

Eddison said it was occasionally seen about Huddersfield.

The late keeper at Cook's Study informed me that heshot a pair an
the reservoir in 1911,

It has also ocenrred on Bilbeyry and Slaithwaite Reservoirs,

176 GARGANY  (Querquedula circia).

A rare visitor.

This species is mentioned by Eddison among the ducks oeorsionally
obtained or seen on the moorland waters, but without any particulars,
As it has been recorded from the Calder at Elland and Copley Mill,
it may also have ccourred within our area, but it is incloded here un-

der protest against statements which have svery appearance of being
surmises and not stated to be such,

177 FERRUGINOUS DUCK (Fuligula nyroca).
One record only.
“Shot at Dalton, December 1858, "—Hobkirk, 1850.

I knownothing about this hird beyond the above,

178 POCHARD ( Fuligula ferina),
A casual.

This is incloded in Eddison's duck list.

The only _uutua] rechrd T know of ia of ome Lilled at Kiﬂ.rl::-:.'{l, Ohet,
1, 1879 (Nat. p. 59). 1 have seen its nest within an hour's flight
of this DHstrict, .
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180 TUFTED DUCEK {Fuh‘g-uin crisiata),
A rare visitor.

This specics was included, by Eddison, in his list of 1844, but I do
not know of any further evidence of it as » loeal bird, But as 1 have
seen its nest and eggs within an howr's flight in two opposite direc-
tions, it is not improbable that it might have ocourred here,

181 SCAUP (Fuligula marila),

Doubtfal.

All that T know of this, as a local bird is that Eddieon included it
in his list of ducks which oceasionally visited the moorland sheets of
whator.

183 PINTAIL (Dafls acula),
A rare casual.

This is another of Eddison's indefinite records ; but in this instanes
I have the confirmatory evidence of the keeper of the Slaithwaite
moors, who told me that he once shot a duck, on Cupwith Reservoir,
“with a muck-coloured head and two long feathers in its tail."”

183 GOLDEN-EYE (Clangula glaseion),
A very rare visitor.
“One shotl at King's Mill."—Habkirk, 158359,
Eddison's statement that this species had ocourred at Huddersfield

might have been based on the above oconrrence, but no date is given
in either instance, and [ did not find any mention of it in Varley's

diary. ;

184 COMMON SCOTER (Oedemia nigra).

A witraggler,

Eddison inclnded this in his list of local ducks.

I have had two, both immatnre birds, one from Blaithwaite and
ong from Holmfirth,

Omne was reported from Marsden in 1831,

The late keeper at Cook's Btody told moethat he sometimes shot

“black docks' on the reservoir; and othet shooters in the locality
have given me the same information.
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185 VELVET SCOTER (Dedemiz fusea).

Doubtiy’,

All that I know sbout this as a local species is that Eddison includad
itin his list. Itis an oceanic duck, and wery scarce even near the
coasts,

186 RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Merpas cuenlstus).
Doubtful,

Three are reported (Nat. 1E8R, p, 127) as hiving been rhot near
Kizkheaton on December 2, 1884, As the reeorder lived st Stainland

ond probably only reperted them from hLearsay, it is poesible they
may have been the next species,

187 GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser).
A very rare visitor.

On December 1, 1883, a small flock of thess birds wers seen near
Kirkheaton, and some of them were shot (Rep. Hudd. Nat. Soc. 1884,
P9

SPECIES WHICH HAVE OCCURRED JUST OUTSIDE
OUL AREA.

Woodlarks have been reportad from Siltarhabbls, anl other places
about Halifax, bat the resords hava navar boen proved,

Grey-headed Wagtails hava also bean reported by the same persons,
and although one of them offered to show me one of the Lirds when 1
wont ta see it ha “could not fiad it,"

A Grey Phalarope has been reportal from Denby.
A Loasor Tarn from Barkisland.
A Sandwich Tera [rom Copley.

We ehall be pleased, always, to have notes on Distriot Dirds, partio-
ularly if thay arenot shot. Any information of importance additional
to what ie given above will ba published in the Nature Column of the
‘Huddersfield Weekly Exuminer’, and in our Monthly Circular, pust
fres 1/6 a-vear,



Auk, Little p. 95
Birds of Prey 1, 65
Bittarn 85
Blackbird a3, 40
Pl xviit, map Q
Plackeap i
Bluegeap (Blue Tit)
Bramhling 15
Ballfinch 17
Dunting, Cirk 21
»  Common 22
+  Reed 21
. Bnow 23

w Yellow

(Vellowhammer)
Buzzard, Com'n 71
¥ Honey ..
Bgh-leg 73

Chaffineh 1, 14
PL vy, map E
Chiffchaff a7
Climbers 1, 57
Coob Bt
Cormorant ar
Crake, Baillon's 83
T Cﬂfﬂ 82
PlLxxxv, map HH
A Bpotted B3
Craeper 28
Crossbill 20
Crow, Carrion i
.« Hoodad
»  Boyston i
Cuckoo 81
FL xxxi, map DD
Corlew 40

Dipper a1

Diver, Blk-throat 96

»  Gt.North'n

) Bed-throat ..

Dotteral 86
Dove, Ring

(Weod Pigeon)

Stock ED

I NTDEX.

Tlove, Turtle 80
Duck, Ferrugin 101

w  Beanp 102
Duck Tufted .
w  Wild 100
Danlin B8d
Dunnoclk 1, &0

PL xxvi, map Y

Fieldfara 41
FL xxv, map U
Flycatcher Pied £3

- tted ...
Pulmar Spe L5
Cannet lﬂ{
G n 1)
Ggﬁl Remarks 1
Goatsucker
(Nightjar)
Golden-eye 162
Goldfinch 16
Groosander 103
Goose, Bean 29
w Brent e
.« Canads
w Grey-lag
w  Egyptisn ..,
Grebe, Crogted L7
w  Hared
" Lesser a6
w Red-neck §7
Grouse, Bleck i
o Hed Th
Pl xzxxiii, map FF
] tlund 7a
Gall, Blk.-head 12
Pl. xxxvii, map KK
w  Uommon o4
w Herring 93

+ Gt Blk-bk ...
» Les
E1] Lituﬂ

Harrier, Hen 70
a Montagu ...

Hawiinal 14

. PLW
Higehat (Wainzhat)

Hedgesparrow
{Dunnock)
Heron 8t
Haobby T2
Hoopos 61
1bis, Glo=y ]
Jackdaw 9
Jey 11
Eestrel 73
Fl. xxx,map EE
Kingtisher Y]
Kita 7l
Kittiwake a4
Lapwing 87
f"". xxxvii, map 1J
Linuut 18
Pl vii, map F

o Oreen

{Greenfinch)
Magpia 9
b Pl'i map B
Mallard 1.0

Martin, Honse  5b
Il xxx, map CG

n  Suni hd
I'l.3rix, ma; BB

g burpie 56

Meiganser 104
Merlin 73
Nightingale 47
Nightjar Cda
Nuterackar 11
Nuthuteh 29
Ospray 69
Unzle, Ring 41, 42
Owl, arn G

1 EHH’:E iY]

o Loag-sar'd



Ow], Short-ear'd 68
o Tawny

Oyatercatcher 87

Oxeye (Gt Tit)

Partridge, Com'n 73
»  Hedleg'd |
Pastor, Rose-col. 172

Perchern 1,3
Peggy (Willow Wren
Petrel, Fork-tail 95
o Folmar
o Storm
Pheazant 1.78

Pienet (Magpie)
Pipit, Meadow 24

Pl. xiiimap L
w Tree
Plover, Golden  BE
p ey
5 Ringed
Pochard 11
Qnail Ta
o Andalosjsn .
Rail, Land
{Corn Crake)
o Water 83
Raven b
Rizorhill a5
Redpoll 17
Redshan' 90
Radstart 47
Bedwing 44
PL xx1, map T
Robin 43
PL xxiii, map V
Roller 6
Rook 7
Pl.i,map A
Runners 1

Bandpiper, Com'n 82

G Carlaw ...

,, Grean 50
Booter 102
Boratchers 75

‘Fhieldraks

Bling €8
Elearwater, Manx 54
Ehepetar (Starling)
100
Bhoveller
Elrike, Gt Grey 33
‘Rad-h'wk d 83
v Woodchat
Eiekin 15
Skylark 1,23
Pl z, map H.
Bkua, Richardson 94

Smipe, Common B8

w  Great
w Jack )
Bperrow, Hoose 18
PL viii. G
i Tres

Sparrowhawk To
Epmk {Ghufﬂmh}
Btarling

Pl i, map L-
Btint, Timminck 82
Btonechat 42
Btormecock
{Misgel Thrush)
Swan, Mute 28
w  Wild
Swallow bd

Fl. xxviii, map AA
Bwift, Alpine ad
o Common &8
Bwimmers 1, 61

Teal 101
Tern, Dlack ul

v Common

Thick-knee g3
Thrastls

tSonz Thrush)

Thrush, Missel 42

Pl.zix, map R

s Eﬂnh &3

Pl xx, map S

L whitﬂrﬂ 405

Tit, Bearded 81

Blue 23

Pl zv, map N

Tit, Cola ]
. reat 21
Fl. xiv, map Al

w Marsh M.

» Long-iailad £l
Titlark

{Maadsw F. E.t‘,l
Twits

Waders 5, g‘l
Wegtail, (re 3
'?h ed 23
F1, xi, map J

. White 28

w  Yellow 27

P.. xii,map
Warbler, Darti'rd 33
o (Garden B3

o Gramahop'r 33

w  Orphean 85
s Reed 233
w  Sedge ..

Water-Hen 8

PL xxxvi map |1

Wazwing 83
Wheatear 43
Pl. xxiv. maasW
Whimbrel a3
Whitethreet a4
PL xvi, map 7}
w Lesser 83
Whooper g4
Wigeon 101
Woodeock 87
Woodpeck'r, G 5p 03
s Green
w Hairy G4

w+ Les Ep

Wood Pigeon 73
Pl xxxiv, Map GG
Woun, Common 52
Pl xxvii, map 7

o Golderest 27

w Firecrest 273

w Willow 87

w  Wool al

Y. lowhammer 20
Pl iz, map Ca



ABOUT HUDDERSFIELD BIRDWATCHERS’ CLUB

Huddersfield Birdwatchers’ Club was formed in 1966 and registered as a
charity in July of 2003, with the aims of:

1. Studying and recording the wild birds of the area and publishing
an annual report:

Members and other bird watching supporters are out and about
throughout the year observing birds across the area and submitting
records for analysis by our Recorder. We now have a wealth of data
covering some 52 years, an invaluable source for studying the trends in
local bird populations. The Club is the only organization in the area
undertaking and publishing this kind of ornithological recording and our
Birds in Huddersfield annual report has been published every year since
the Club was formed.

From time to time we also publish more specific, one-off works, including
in 2001 an Atlas of the Breeding Birds of the Huddersfield Area, in
2004 Birds of Blackmoorfoot Reservoir 1985-2003 and in 2008 a major
work The Birds of the Huddersfield Area, which reviewed the complete
history of every species recorded in the area since records began, right
up to modern times. In 2017 we published A Natural History of
Blackmoorfoot Reservoir, Huddersfield, a history of Huddersfield’s
most studied site.

We also publish on-line and in our annual report the Huddersfield List, a
checklist of all the species of wild birds and additional races that have
officially been accepted as having been recorded in the area. This is now
updated annually as a ‘tick list’ to enable birders to record their own yearly
and lifetime sightings around Huddersfield.

Our publications are to be found in the Huddersfield Library and go to
many regional and national ornithological and wildlife conservation bodies.

The whole of the Club archive, including all of our publications since 1966,
has been made available in digital format via our new web site (see below)
for viewing by the public. This is an invaluable source for everyone
interested in the history of the birds of the area.

2. Promoting education of the public about wild birds and their
habitats:

Our lecture and meeting programme runs between September and May



each year, at which visiting experts present on a wide range of birding
topics, from local to overseas, with some stunning still and video
photography. We also have a wealth of birding and photographic expertise
within the Club and enjoy presentations from members equally as
knowledgeable and fascinating as our visitors.

Each year, we hold a number of local ‘patch outings’ or bird watching
walks on which members pass on their knowledge of local sites of
particular birding interest.

Our web site www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk contains
information about birding in the area, as well as about the Club and our
activities. The forum is open to public view and shows the latest local bird
sightings posted by members, often with photos, and is a great way of
finding out what is about.

3. Supporting research into conservation of wild birds and their
habitats:

Readers will be only too well aware of the threat to many of our wild birds,
but if conservation is to be effective, it needs to be based upon hard
evidence and research. This is where the Club comes in. We have
members with substantial experience in bird observation and surveying
and there is also a role for less experienced volunteers.

The Club has played a major role in many bird life surveys of local,
regional and national importance, including over 50 for the British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO), RSPB, National Trust, Natural England, Peak District
National Park, Kirklees Metropolitan Council and The Friends of
Beaumont Park. We also advise Kirklees Council on bird life issues
through our representation on its conservation committee and provide
data in connection with proposed planning applications for such as wind
turbines.

We aim to undertake a survey programme of some type every year, of a
part of the Club area or of a particular species.

In 2014/15 we launched a nest box scheme, working with another local
charity the Bridgewood Trust that provides support for adults with learning
difficulties and which built the boxes at their centre in Edgerton, providing
occupational work for people in their care. Boxes were provided free of
charge to several local woodlands, targeting threatened species such as
Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, as well as more common species.


http://www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk/

Our work is undertaken entirely by un-paid volunteers and we rely entirely
upon the generosity of members and upon voluntary donations for
funding.

Members of the public are welcome to all of our meetings and patch
outings, free of charge (voluntary donation), and we try to provide
something for birdwatchers of all tastes and experience. It is a great way
to learn about birds and to meet fellow birders.

So, whether old hand or beginner, why not come along and join us?

Simply contact any member of the Committee - see inside rear cover or
visit our website for more information.

www.huddersfieldbirdwatchersclub.co.uk
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CLUB COMMITTEE 2019/20

President & Conservation Officer: Mike Denton
77 Hawthorne Terrace, Crosland Moor, Huddersfield, HD4 5RP
Tel. 01484 646990 michael@atheta.plus.com

Recorder: Nick Mallinson
100 Marsh Lane, Shepley, Huddersfield, HD8 8AS
Tel. 01484 609027 hbwcrecorder@gmail.com

Treasurer: Trevor Doherty
trevor.doherty@gmail.com

Membership Secretary: Hazel Sill
Wards End Farm, Marsden, Huddersfield, HD7 6NJ
Tel. 07854739646 hazelsill@hotmail.com

Secretary: Chris Abell
57 Butterley Lane, New Mill, Holmfirth, HD9 7EZ
Tel. 01484 681499 cdabell@gmail.com

Indoor Meetings Organiser: Alf King
13 Fenay Crescent, Alimondbury, Huddersfield, HD5 8XY
Tel. 01484 304479 alf.king@ntlworld.com

Publicity Officer: Roger Mitchell
rogerwmitchell346@gmail.com

Members: David Butterfield Stephen Cook
David Sill John Walker
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