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President’s Report

Huddershicld Birdwatchers' Club once again had a very successful yea and Donald Haigh, our
immediate past-president, descrves all our tharks lor the way i which he has carried out the duties of
his oflice.

Thanks must also go 10 all members ol the committee, David Shore far nursing alon'g the linancial
affairs of the Club as honorary (reasurer. David Butierfield for the unenviable task as Hooorary
Secretary and without whose help nothing would come together, David Barraas for his comnpilation and
systematic reporl and David Woodliouse for the arduous task of arranging our field meetings

Special mention must be made of Dennis Manchester who has now retired from our committee and to
whom we extend our warmest wishes for 1he future.

Due 10 changes within local povernment il has become clear that a new venue must be found, sooner
rather than later, in which to hold our tecture meetings. The committee are very aware of this and any
ideas or suggestions as 10 a safe and suitable tocation will be greatly appreciated.

To you all whe suppont Huddersficld Birdwatchers' Club through your membership and attendance at
indoor and ficld meetings my very besl wishes

Good Birding to you all.

Malcolm Charnpock: President



HUDDERSFIELD WEATHER 1996

January

Staried mild but with fog and heavy rain on 6th, this cnatinued until 13th and fog patches persisied
until 161h By 2151 overnight (emperatures had begun to drop below freezing and snow appeared, first
of all leght on 215t and then gradually iniensifying with lying snow remaining until the end of the month.
The lowest 1emperature recorded was -1°C’ on 27th and 28th. The wind during the month was mainly
southerly until 19th when it swung round 10 E and NE.

February

Snow remained uniil 121k whilst overnight teinperatures were below zero for the first ten
days Very heavy rain and strong westerly winds dominated the middle period of the month but by 19th
this had swung round 1o NE and brought funther snow and below zero overnight temperatures,
remarming like this until the end of the month.

March

For the first seven days the wind was set N bringing ounly 2 litile rain and temperatures just above
freezing 3y 9th the wind direction had changed to SE bringing with it a further covermg of snow.
Overnight temperatures fell below zero once again and remained so from 1Eth to 17th. Snow fMumies
and mist (sometimes 1hick) then dominated 1he days until 261h, temperatures once again dropping below
zero and remaining so until 3[st when the wind direction swung round to NW. Pressure had remained
high for most of the month and rainfall had been almosi immeasurable.

April

Started with light rortherly winds swinging round to NW_ overnight frosts and bright clear days.
By 12th the wind had swang round 10 I bringing heavy sleety rain followed by snow and ovemight
temperatures falking to -1°C. This was followed by a mild spell with very little rain and winds in S to
SW From 23rd until 1he end of the monih there were some light overnight showers.

May

Some welcome heavy ratn during the first two days soon died out as thie wind changed to NE and
overnight sub-zero temperatures were apain recorded until 6th ard sporadically, with odd snow flurries
until 161h By [9th the wind was in NW bringing with it further rain and high winds, typically foree 5
but fosce 6 on 28(h.

June

Light rain for the first six days followed by thunderstorms on 7th and 8th. Pressure then rose and
there was no further rain unli! 26th with heavy showers on 27th. Fom 14th {0 27th daytime
temperatures were high with the maximum of 25°C recorded on both 16th and 27th

July

During (he first five days a drop in temiperature was accompanied by rain. The wind during this
period was SW but a change to NW on 6th brought warmer, drier conditions which remained until 23rd.
Overnight yain and thundery showers 1hen persisted until the end of tite month
Anpust ‘ :
The (hundery showers of 1he previons month continued and were Tollowed by fight showers until
121h, the wind during this period was light northerly By lath it had changed 10 S and this brought
warmer, dtier condilions, temperatuies soaring (o a maximum of 29°C by 18(h and remaining so until
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23rd. There were then three days of showers terminating with thunder an 28t The month cnded on a
cooler, drier note

September

Wind was light NE at the beginning ol the manth but by 9th cloud had 1hickened and light rain fetl
from 10th 10 12th. The wind strengihened as it swung round (o E @l frons 18th 10 20th was force 6
From 23rd until the end of the month the wind was southerly and had redaced (o force 2

October

Unfil Yoth there was vinually no rain. Showers, heavy al tines, then persisted until 211, then mild
southerly breezes, bringing drier conditions, ook over until 25th. Gale force winds, force 8, with heavy
rain on 27th remained wntil 1he following day and the month ended with strong $W winds

November

SW winds a1 the beginning of the month had strengihened 1o moderate gale force (7) by 4th. Ly
11th the change in direction 10 N brought with it the first overnight frosts which then occured regularly
and were accompanicd by persistent overnight rain on 181h Jeading to snow showers by 24th, some lying
snow remained until the end of the month.

December

The month commenced with sleet which had turned 1o rain by 6th. Overnight (rosts and thick mists
then persisted until 10th. Wind during this period was light but by 1dih bad strengthened to force 6 fram
SW. By 191h there had been a change in direction 10 NI which, once again, brought snow and overnight
frosts. These conditions remained until the end of 1the month.

corder's Comments

Once again the number of records received (4000+) of the 177 species {ar exceeded my expectations
Many thanks 10 ali. both members and non-members ol the Club and (o other socicties adjoining e
Club area Without your help of course there could not be a Repon | would, ance again, ask you to try
to submit your records in stages if possible and in any case by the end of February

The brief resumé of the weather could perhaps explain some of the oceurences during the year, e.g. only
the eleventh record of Gannet in the Club area since 1831, the large concentration of Teal al Dewsbury
SF., the number of Shelduck in November, the large mflux of Litlle Stim since first noted in {939,
Black-tailed Godwit noted in more locations than any previous year and the very late sighting of
Whitethroat on October 7th There will no doubt be others which could have heen setected but as you
go through the report you will probably diaw your own conclusions.

Followiny tast year's article re-"Gulls with yellow legs”, [ thoughr it appropriate 10 continue ihe theme
and, as figures have a particular fascination for me, | have included an analysis of rovsting gulls at

Blackmoarfoot.

Finally 1 would like to thank Mike Denton, not only for his very detailed Ringing Reporl, but also Tor g
expert advice and for the many hours be has spent proof reading the Report.

David Barrans.



NOTES ON THE CLASSIFIED LIST

The area covered by 1he Club comprises Ordnance Survey ten-kilomelre squares SE 00, 01, 10, 11, 20
and 21, along with the parts of SE 02 and 12 which lie south of the rivers Ryburn and Calder.

The status of cach species accuring within the area has been noted beneath the species name.

For the bieeding species an eslimale of breeding abundance has been made as follows :-

Breeding abundance 1 - 20 pairs per year

|
2 21 - {00 " "
" ) k) iol- 500 "o
" * 4 so1-2s00 " ¢ "
" " 5 2501 or more pairs per year

in attempiing 10 establish breeding numbers and 1he number of passage and winter visitors, particularly
in the case of the more common species, it most be reatised that the figures are cssentially estimates.
Precise locations for records of Schedule | species {Protection of Birds Act 1981) have been kept
confidential where it is felt that publication may lead to harmfu! disturbance.

The Systematic List
Flris list mostly follows (he sequence and scientific nomenclature of Prof Dr K H. Voous (1977, List of
Recent Holarctic Bird Species) Some previousty considered races have been given species status in the

light ol recent findings

Vittle Grebe  Zuchvbaptus rufrcolfis
Widespread resident breeder (1)

during August, seven in Seplember and nine on 15th October (DM). Numbers were down (o three by
16th November. Elland G.P'. produced good numbers and breeding was indicated by the presence of two
adults and two juveniles on 13th September, the maximum number observed was seven on 24th October
(73M) but 1l4s had reduced 1o four by 71h December (SW). Olher locations were Gunthwaite with two
present during March and April, Jagbirchworth with one or two birds from March to September. Royd
Moor Res, Horbury Wyke . Square Wood Dam (Denby Dale) and Broadstones Res. each held singles

for shon periods during the year.

Great Crested Grebe  Podiveps cristatuy
Resident breeder (1)

Very well reporied with 257 records fiom seven locations. Nue to the weather canditions however
bieeding records were low with early atlempis being thwarled. Two nests at Inghirehworth, constructed
during late April - early May were waterlogged by 15t June. Later in the season water levels dropped
rapidly leaving nests high and dry. A1 Blackmoorfout the low water level precluded any breeding
altempt. Bretion C.P had some success bowever with at least six ynung from two bronds noted on 2 15t
July (2Bu). Breeding was suspected at Boshaw Whams when a pair were seen wilb at least one juvenile
on THhb July (D1P) The nrximmam numbers rarely exceeded sinle ligures with, during the first winter
period, seven al Brellon € P fiom 141b January until t0th March Fater in (he year Seout Dike Res held
seven on 28th Seplember and at Ilackmoorfoot there were eight on 2nd July and again from 25th to
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28th tuly, then cight from 3ad to 9th August and finally tea from (0th to 12th September A pair at Hill
Top raised two youny, but, during July one ol the adults was found with fishing line in its bill and
eventually died (ML)

Black-necked Grebe  Podicepy mpricolfes
Rare vistlor

Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis
Rare visitor

One was noted at Blackmoorfoot on 251h May. il cvenwally tlew W at 1300 hrs (T()

Gannet  Aforus bussanus
Rare visitor

An immature flew over Deer Hill End Road heading NW at 1245 lus on 22nd Qctober (T1D ) This is the
fourth record since the formation of the Club and the cleventh record tor the arca since 1831

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo
Uncommon and passage winter visilor

five which flew E at 0630 firs on 4th Augost, six tlew NI at 1910hrs on Hh August and, on 31st, a
Ist-summer and a juvenile were recosded, these remaiming until 3rd September (MED. IKP) Qther
records from this location were : a Ist-summer on 5ih and 61l September - an immature on, 3rd
October, a single flew W al 0750 hrs on 81h November and an adatt and an immature flew SW oat 1548
hes on 91h Oclober.

Scammonden had four on 22nd August, Pe one had theee immatures on 6th September and an adult
and an immature on 14th September, Ravensthorpe (PP had a single on 8th and 9th Seplember. Square
Wood Dam at Dgnby Dale had one on st September (UMY, whilst at Eland G P one was present on
each of 13th September (JED), 24th Ociobes (TD) and L0th November (DIEP) Ringstone Edge Res.
held what could have been the same hwo birds on 241l and 26th September (BA, JED). Brownhil] Res.
had one {lying W on 28th September (HQ) and one was present at Longwood Res on 24th October
{TP) and Ingbirchworth on 6¢h November (DHP)

Shag Phalacrocorax aristowlis
Uncommon

The only record was of a single, probably a Is1- summer, at Blackmoorfoot on 8ith August which tlew
YW at 1855 hes (PB, ML)

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea
Resident breeder (2)

This was anolher very well reported species with 191 records from 27 ditterent locations which varied
from the usuals al Btackmoorfpm (mainly dusing the autumin), Ellang G.P. and the breeding population
at Bretton € P which had at least 20 occupied nusts at the western end of the smali lake A new
breeding population was noted ar Slorthes Hali Wood with a pair at the nest on 21st April, then, on 20d
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june three young were noled in the nest (DSI). It is also possible that the specics also breed at

Cotne as well as the Narrow Canal completed the pattern.

Mute Swan  (yenns olor
Resident. occasional breeder (1)

GP. from 13qh July until 131h November (MLD). A pair were nesting at Horbury Wyke on 12th May

but the outcome of this attempt is however unknown

Bewick's Swan  Cugnus columbianus
Scarce winter visitor

Four adults were present al Blackmoorfoot on Sth November (MLD, PB)

Whonper Swan  (rgans oygruas
Scarce winter visitor

All tecords came from Blackmoorfoot during the second winter periad. An adult was present on 30th
October {JKP) and three adulis and a juvenile on 5th Novemher (P, DMO, ML), A juvenile remained
from 8th November 10 21s1 December, being present in the SW comer overflow field from 26th
November (DMOQ, ML ¢f af).

Bean Goose  Auser fabalis
Uncommon passage visilor

30th These were originally found by H C.Laidlow and verified hy JED and JB to be of the race A.
FONSICHS

Pink-footed Goose  Ansvr brachyvrhynchns
Uncommom to common passage visitor

Most ebservations were during the first winter period, these are summarised in (be table below :

Date Time Number Direstion  Location Obserysr
Jan 14 6 Bruadstones NP
"8 . 80 W Gunthwaite JED
" 1245 46 w Mlackmoorloot MIL.D
Feb 07 eln0 w Denby Dale ™
07 1000 e50 w Bradley Park G.C. DW3
23 1215 125 W © Bradley Park G.C DWB
24 c70 Broadstones DB
27 500 c3s N Shelley Mark M & PG
28 1030 240 NW Holme Mass JED
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28 ¢80 w Denby Dale GC,Inp
Mar 21 0845 cl50 W Bradley Mark (:.C DWB

An vndetermined number New over Bradley Park Golf Course i thick fog on 28th February Singles
were noted al Ingbirchworth on 28th January, 1st and 3rd March and Blackmoortoot on [81h February
During the second winter period numbers were mich lower with singles &t Blackmoorfaot on st and
December then on 7th 68 Nlew W over Elland G P a1 1230 hrs (SW) and ¢30 flew W over Quarniby at
1608 hrs (S11) . The final record of the year was ol a single flying W over Shepley on S0th December
(T™). .

White-fronted Goose  Awser athifrons
Uncommon passage visitar

The only repont was of four areiving al Royd Moor from the SE at 1140 hrs on 26th December These
were of the "Greenland" race and only a single adult was ptesent (J[[3}.

Greylag Goose  Asnser anser
Uncommon passage visitor

Dike on 154 March. and a single at Ingbirchworth on 6th June. Blackmooriool however, had 12 on 14th
June. During the second winter perfod singles were seen at Scout Dike on 16lh November,
Blackmoorfoot on §3th December and Royd Moor Res on 27th December.

Canada Gouse  Branta canadensis
Introduced resident breeder {2)

A brief resumé of the 155 records from 27 localions hopelully conveys a reasonable estimate of the
s population density of this species.

with 170 on 10th Ociober and Scout Dike with 137 on 16th November.

On 291h February at Bretion C.P (wo bitds were noted cach bearing a white ring, these had ariginated

from Hay-a-Park, Knaresborough and had been ringed on dth july 1995

Out of a group of 12 birds at Blackmoorfoot on 30th March one had coflee-coloured mantle and wings,

possibly the same hird was present again on i0th April At Blackmooifoat a proup of 89 an 29th
Aupust contained two leucistie birds. On tith, 17th and 29th November at Scay

birds were seen with groups of 41, 41 and 353 respectively and again with a group of 52 an 4th
December (JED). All these sighlings presumably relate to the same individuals.

Breeding was confirmed at a number of sites, in (he Digley/Biberry area there wete several hroods of

five and four (DST) on 41h June A nest containing young was located al Little Black Moss on 6th June

June (MLD).

Barnacle Goose  Branta lencopsis
Rare visitor. Feral birds occasionally breeding,

period seven were present on a nomber of necasions (BC, SH) Blackmoorfoot held four on 5th and 61h
November (PB, DMO, DI{P}. A single which appeared to be a young hybrid (ihe other parent
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unknown} was seen at Ingbirchworlly on 2nd Scplember (RID) & SEH) and another singfe was in the
company of Canrada Geese al Broadstones on 27th December (DFP).

Shelduck  fudorna tadorna
Uncommen passage visilor

February then 1wo on cach of 20th, 25th April and 26th May (MLD). Dunng this period eight at
Ringstone Edge on 30th March flew 13 at 1735 hrs (T}

The second hall’ of the year saw much mare snovement with two at Blackmoorfoot on 8th July, singles
on 10th and 1-1th Seplember, lous on 24th, eight on 16th November rising sharply to 28 on 17th (MLD,
DUIP), this is the highest number in the Club area since 1985, 15 were noted at Deer Hill on 17th
October (SH, DBa, DMP ¢ afy whilst at Ringstone Edge a single was present on 10th July and six on
6th Scptember (J131)). The only other record was of a single at Royd Moor on 30th September (JED).

Mandarin Duck  Aix goferienfane
Rare visilor from feral populalions

During the early part of the year, but not during the summer months, a stngle was frequently seen on the
R. Holme al Holmfirth as in previons years (1§Q) Foliowing the pattern of Yast year a mafe appeared at
Eland G P on 7th December (SW)

Wigeon  Anas penelope
Conimon passage and winter visitor

There were many reports from ten dilTerenl locations mainly during the winter months. During the first
winter period numbers were low with a maximum of four at Blackmoorfoot on 14th January, one at
Gunthwaitg on 18th January, five at Denby Dale on 2nd Febnuary, 17 at Royd Moor Res. on 1st March,
three at Ingbirchwarth on 28th & 29th March and twelve at Horbury Wyke on 31st March.

figwes were present until (he eod of the year (MLD). numbers fluctuated at Inghirchwarth from 30
during mid-September 1o 34 on 41h October with similar numbers until December when 42 were present
(R & SEH). At Royd Moor Res. 14 were present during late October/early November sising to 28 by
16th November (JEE)

Gadwall  Anas strepera
Scarce passage and winter visitor

The only records for the year were of a male and female at Blackinoarfoot on 17th January (AJW, KW)
and of two at Elland G.P. on 91h February (1:1))

Teal  Awnas crecca
Resident breeder {1) Common passage and winler visitor

118 records fiom 11 different localitics gives some indicalion of 1he status of the species. During the
first winter period numbers weie in single figures al many locations but 13 were present at Elland G.P.
on Yh Tebruary (JI2D) Numbers were high al Ingbirchworth with 52 and 56 respectively an 28th and
291h March (DBa. BA) Two pairs were present at Bretton C.P an | Ith Aprit (DA} and a breeding pair
was noted a1 Little Black Moss on IRB1h July (SI1) During the second winter period maxima noted were
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20 at Royd Moor Res. on 16th November and, on the same day, (3 were at Scout Dike (S11), 03 were

at Blackmouvrfool on 16th November and 30 were at Ingbirchwarth an 26th November.
Peak monthly figures at Dewsbury S.1F were

Jan Feb  Mar  Apr May Jun  Jul Aug  Sep (et Nov Dec

g5 208 180 162 B 0 0} 7 201 42 168 230

These large concentrations are the highest ever recorded in the Club area and coiacided with extreme
weather conditions, nol enly on the continenl, but also in our aown area, whete many of our teservoies
were frozen over,

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos
Resident breeder (3} Common winter visitos.

There were many detailed seports of ihis species including maximum munbers and breeding successes. A
female with five young in the Lumb Lane area on Sth May (DSI), a temale with ten young at Brellon

€.P on 4th June (BA), an adult with ten young at Ingbigchworth on 9th June (R[>} & SEE, a female
with nine ducklings a1 Deer Hill on 20th June (MLD), a female with six ducklings at Thornton Lodge on

29th June {ML.D), a femnale with seven ducklings on the river at Mitfigld on 7th Juty (ML) and braads
detailed information re-ducklings with 61 duckling:(b—r(;nds of 12, 10, 10, 9. 7, 6, 5 and 2) of which
only 16 survived to the flying stage (ML)

detailed below:

Jan TFeb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackmoorfoot 18 11 10 13 17 14 14 23 24 37 162 29
Ingbirchworth 13 2 J1 2 S 4 14 20 18 68 31 45

On Ist January 43 were at Warr Cagr_Res (SH), there were 22 were at Gunthwaile on 18ih January
{DBa) and on 14th February in excess of 25 were scen on a siream near Moreisons Supermarket at
Waterloo (BA) 30 were at Dovestones Res on 3st March {SH) and on 3 1st March 50 were seen on the
canal at Marsden (DMO) During the second winter peniod at Eangselt 70 and 50 were present on 10th
and |1 7th November respectively (SH). At Scammonden an 15th Seprember -9 were present, 93 on 171h

November and there were in excess of 70 on dth December (JED) 40 birds were making use of the

Pintail  Anas acuta
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

The only record during the first winter period was of a male and female ai Blachmoorfpot on 3 st
March {M1.D).

The second winler period was more prolitic with records from two tacations: Blackmgartoor with one
on 20th September and two on 23rd. On [8th and 20th October there was a single, Ihree appeared an
15th November, then singles on 16th, 17th and 22nd (ML D). Ingbirchworth had 1wao on 16th Seplember
(BA) and three on 6th October (RD & SEHN).

Shoveler  Anus chypeatu
Uncommon passage and winter visitor

A male was present at [nghirchwonh on 21st January (NP} and a pair was at Bretton C.P. an Sth April
(DM, O & VI). Three flew N over Holmbridge on 7th May (HQ).
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Single figures only were noted during the second winter period with one at Blackmoorfoot on 2nd
Seplember and five on 3rd. a further five on 15th November and singles on 8th and 13th December
(MULD). Ingbirchworth had two on 16th Sepembes (BA). and one on cach of 30th November (RD &
SIH) and 2nd December (DE3a).

Pochard  Aviin fering
Common passage and wintet visitor

Niunbers appeared 1o be lower in the [irst winter period than in some previaus years even though the
number of locations was the same. On 11t and [6th January Blackmoorfoot had ‘{2 and on 17th there
were 13 present, Thereafler singles were seen on $41h Febtuary and 3rd Mareh (M1.D). 1t was a similar
story a1 Ingbirchworth with twe males on 121 January {DBa), ten on {8th then back 10 two an 29th
March (BA) The only record fiom Royd Moor was of 14 on 23rd March (JID) The highest number
for this period was of 17 at Clland G.P on 12th January (JED), seven were on the R. Calder at this
location on ist March. An unusual location was Square Wood Res. Toby Wood, Denby Dale where a
male and femalc were presemt on I18th January tTM). a single male was also present here on 14th
Febraary The latesi record was ol a single male at (awthorne on 23rd June (ST1)

During the second winter perivd mid- August saw the return with anre at Scout Dike on F{th Aupust but
numbers did not rise appreciably unlit November when 73 were present at Blackmoorfoot on 17th
(MDY Numbers also rose al Ingbirchworth from one on 14th Qctober to a peak of 28 in December
(RD) & SEH)Y

Tulted Duck  Avtinw fufsguhe
Resident breeder {1) Common passage and winler visilor

41h !\1ay, 1 hls bird was shmwn;, cha;aucnstms of E.esser Scaup A. affinis bul on closer inspection, on, the
black nn the bifl-lip extended away from the nail and the base of the hill was clonded dark. This
combination ol plumage and bill colouration indicating hybridisation between a male Tulled and female
Pochard (M1.1)).

Bilberry Res. Bretipn C.P ., Deanhead, Denby. Dale. D(.wsbury SF. Elland G.P Gunthwaite, Horbury
Wyke, Ingbirchworh, Little_Black_Moss. March_ifaizh_Res. Ringstone Edge, Royd_Mgor_Res.,
Scammonden and Scout_Dike were all well reporied  On 20th June two nests with eggs were found at
Horbury Wyke then, Jater | youni were present (1),

Scaup  Avthva marila
Scarce passage and winter visitor

A female was on the R Calder a1 Brookiogt on %th Februaey (JE)) At [nghischworlh a male remained
lrom 2351 April unlil 2nd May and was seen regularly by a number of observers. In the second winter
period all ohservations came from Blackmoorfoot starting with a male in eclipse on 12th August (PD,
IKI*y and a male on i6th and 17th Novenber {PB. MID ¢f ).

Connnon Scoter  Melunitna migre
Scarce 10 uncommon passage visilor

The only records were of three females at Blackmoordoot an 1200 May (M1.1, TM). a male on the river

at Dewsbury S F on dth September and. at this sane location a female was located on one oF the
Tagoons three days later which then moved onto the river and remained untif the | 1th {PRHIS).



Goldeneye  Bucephala clunpula
Reyular but uncomnion winter visilos

regular sightings during the first winter period Birds were seen from (he beginning of January until well
into April at each location However, 2 male was piesent-al Ringstone 1:dge on 7th, 8th and 121h June,
a female on 30th March {TP), Elland G P had a female on 9th February (JID) and a male an 23nd
March (SI{) A1 Scout Dike a male and female were present on 23rd March (JED} and two birds were
seen on |4th April (DA, SH) '

The first arrivals during the second winter period appeared al Blackinoarfoot on 23rd QOctober {two),
thereafter there were regular sightings until the year end, usually in single tigures apact from (4th
November when 14 were present. During November and Decembet fow single figures were noted at
Ripgs(one Edpe, Scammaonden and Ingbirchworth, the maximum being four ai the Jaiter named site.
Smew  Meryus athelins

Rare visilor

All sightings were of "redheads". Scven were seen regularly at Bretton (' P between 3rd and |4th
January (GC, JCP, IMD, JED ¢t of) and one was there on 4th February {DBu). The enly other repont
came from Elland 3 P during the second winter period which held a single on 31st December (JEL)

Goosander  Afergus merganser
Scarce to uncommon passage and winter visilor

The first record of the year came from Blackmoosfoot which held a female on 71h January. A female
was also present at this site on |8th February and a male and female on 29th From st uatil 10th March
a male and female were seen with single figures being present unlil 31st when three temales were seen
on 10th March and five on 181Lh, the final record was of ttice females on Sth April. (JIED, BA, BCo, ¢f
af). At Elland G P. numbers during the first winter period were exiremely high with 63 on 10th January
{JKP), 56 on [2th (JED), 13 on 91h February then single igures until 8th April when a male and female
were seen (SH). There was only one sighting at [npbicchworth, a single on 12 Januaty {(DBa) Twao were
at Scammonden on 10th February (JED), a male and lemale flew SE over Crosland Moor at 0650 hrs on

2 April (MLD) and a pair seen at [.ockwood on 3rd April remained for four days (DM).

The first arrivals for the second winter period were live "redheads” al Clland G.P. on 13th Sepiember
(TP) and at this site numbers remained in single figures until 71h December when three males and nine
females were present (SW). Blackmporfool held low single figures on 12 days trom 20th Qctober, (he
maximum being nine which included a male on {5th December (MLDY). Brettan C P had 24 including 8
males on 6th December (BCo) and single fipures were recorded al Digley (2). Ingbirchworth () |
Linthwaite {3) and finally four on the R Calder between Elland and Brghouse (GR)

Ruddy Duck  Oxynru jamaicensis
Infrequent visitor but expanding

Horbury Wyke was the only site where breeding was reported, a rest containing ten egus was tound on

20th June (JH) aod a femate with three young were noted on 3 1st July. Other sightings were .

Blackmoorfoot with a femaie Lype between 30th August and 27th Sepember {ME.D e/ «if)

Bretiop C.2  10th March (Em), 5th April (2m ) 1f), | 1th April (2), 14th April (2), 30th Juae (2m + L)
and 3rd September (4m + 1)
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Scout Dike 2nd July (1), 20th Sepember (3), 16th November (1).
Dewsbury S.F. animmature on 5th October (PRHS).

Goshawk  Accipiter gentiliy
Sporadic breeder and rare vishor

Once agair there were several sightings of single birds in our area. Denby Dale had a single on st
January (JMD} and one was present at Royd Moor the following day (BA). A displaying pair was noted
at a site on 9th April (HQ) with a female seen a1 the same Tocation on [ 1th {DMO) and an unsexed bird

being mobbed by eight Crrrion Crow, an immature Kesteel and a Sparrowhawk on 11th October (JMD)
and probably the same bird was scen flying unmolested aver the boathouse an the same day (JKP). At

l.agoon with a kill (Woodpigeon) on 22nd Sceplember. A male llew W at this location on 29th December
(PRIIS).

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisny

Resident breeder (2)

With 138 reports from 43 diflerent locations, the success of this species hardly requires further
commenl. Fhe number of bird-days at Blackmoorfoor has dropped however. Gardens were once again
the subject of many reports with a varicty of prey ranging from Bloe Tits to a juvenile Blackbird, At
Denby Dale a hird was seen attempting 1o take a King(isher but on this occasion missed (DBu).

Buzzard  Buico buteo
Rare visilor

on [3th October (KW).

Osprey  Pendion halioetus
Rarc passage visitor

the Club arca.
Kestrel  Fulce tinnunculus

Resident breeder (2)

Once again a large number of reports of this species
from a wide ranpe of habitats and covering all
menlhs Successful brecding was observed at a good
number of tocations ncluding Blackmoorfaot. Deet
THIL Gunthwaite, Denby ale and Shepley and
prohably maay more not reported.



Merdin  /alco cotumburin
Resident breeder (1) and scarce visitor

A very easly record was of a single at Deer 1l on 14h January (DMO) Apart fram a patr at
probably an inmmature, all other sightings were of singles [n May at Crossley's Plantation, Langyet)
Mooy, Melthain and Wessenden Moor, in June at Shepley and Wessenden Moar, July over Black Moss,

August at Drunclough Res., September at Broadstanes and Llland G P and finally a male was seen
flying SE over Shepley on 10th December (1M},

Hobby  1atco subbutco
Rare visitor

At Skelmanthorpe a single was seen flying low over pardens on 1 5th June (JMIY). Two observers had
excellent views of a bird attacking Swallows at Meltham on 3rd August (OMP, 1)) AL 0745 brs. on
20th August a single was being mobbed by hirundines at Shepley (Fox Royd) and a smgle flew over 1hes
location on |8ih Seplember (TM). The R 8P B. Oftice in Benby Dale was fortunate to have one flying
over at 1200 hrs on 13th September (TM et af)

Peregrine  lalco peregrinus
Resident breeder (1)

Once again there were over (wenty sightings during (he year. At one site mating was observed on 4th
April, then on 28th May there were four fledged young (GMBC). The outconte at another site was not
Mallard a1 Winscar or 22nd May and waders at RlﬂgSlone Edge on 26th Sepember belore (lying of ' 5.

Other sightings were: Snailsden on 18th May, Wessenden Vgad Res. on 21s1 June, Deer Ll on [5th

Seplember and adult males at Upper Cumberworth and Denby Dale on 18th September and 23rd
October respuctively. An imimature was sitting in a ploughed ficld in Shepley on 12th October and, also

on this date, a female was noted al Black Tor (just within the Club area)

Red Grouse  {Lagopus lugopus
Resident breeder {3)

It was good to see an increase in the number of reports of this species Black Mogs, Chew Res., Deer
numbers werc seeni al soine of these moorlands Snailsden in particular had up ra (00 birds during
December, the birds being easier Lo locale as the moor was snow cavered during much of this period.

Red-legged Puriridge  Afectoris rufi
Resident breeder (1)

At Dovestones on 4th Aprit two Red-legged X Chukar hybrids were seen and at Yeoman ey Res a
pure bred Red-legged was noted (GMC). On 26th July twu were in scrubland at the bach of & car park
at Milthouse Green (PC) and on 23rd October five were Hushed from the track at Biberry Res  (11Q).



Grey Partridge  Perdix perdix
Resident breeder (2)

The teports received from thirteen difTerent locations seem to indicate that there is a stable population.
On 71h January there were eight a1 Scout Dike (JED) and at Scammonden numbers rose from two on
29th Marclk 1o two pairs on 7th June with two adults and two immatures on 8th Qctober (JED). At
Shepley on a Common Bird Census site there were two on 29th June and two adults with 12 half-grown
young on 281h August (DBa. TM) Numbers at ihis location reduced to eight by 28th October and
remained al this level uniil 28th November (SG). Olher areas were: Bilberry Res., Deanhead, Denby
Dale, Elland G.P , Meltham Cap, Penny Spring Wood, Royd Moor, Silkstone and Spicer House Lane.

Pheasant  Phasianmus colchicis
Resident breeder (2 - 3)

which neswd in the 51‘, corner; from 13 eggs only eight Imlched, the others being descrted (M LD).

Waler Rail  Rallus aquaricus
Scarce winler visitor

Dunng the first winter period 1he species was only reparted ffom two areas: Bretion C.P. held singles
on 61h and 20th March and 1#1h and 17th Aprit (BCo, BC), but two were present on 5th April (JED,
TM) At Meltham Pleasure Park on 27th February a bitd was seen by Mr and Mrs Walker and was
verified as this species by DM.

Duoring the second winter period singles were seen at Bretton C.P. on 7th, [4th and 281h December
(DMP, SP, KW), Elland G.P. en 7th December (SW) and at Golcar one was feeding in a stream near
the fiozen over canal on 281h December (JKP).

Moorhen  (Jallinula chloropis
Resident breeder (2-3)

Sixteen locations with successlvl breeding at most gives some indication of the status of this species. On
a pond olF Lumb Lanc persistence prevailed, for when the first brood was killed a second attempt
succecded in raisiog 1he five young (DSI).

Cont  Fulica atra
Resident breeder (2)

In spite of the Mucination in water levels this species successfully bred at the usual sites and six pairs
fledged «F5 voung at Bretton CP. Olher preductive sites were Broadstones Res., Cawthotne,
Ingbitchworth and Scout_Dike. The low water level at Blagkinoorfeat however precluded any breeding
atiempt Scout Dike once again held the maximum nuzber of birds during September when 32 were
present on 2810 (SH1}. A new site was Square Wood Res. at Denby Dale where a pair bred (TM).
Nummbers throughout the Club area dropped during the (rosts in Nuventher when many waters were

frozen over on 27th




Oystercatcher  Hacnnstopus ostealegus
Uncommon passage visilor

Al Blackmoorfpoj two were presenl on 24th February wilh two again on 20th March, singles were then
seen on 12th, 22nd and 28th May. On 5th June three were presenl with singles once again an 14th June
and 26th and 27th July bul t3 {all aduits) were seen on 2nd August.

Oiher records came from:

Ingbirchwoith - one an 24th February, 1wo on 23rd March and one on 27th April.

Ringsjone Lidge - singles on cach of 6th and 14th May.

Deer Hill - one on 2nd August.

Little Ringed Plover  Churadrins dubins
Occasional breeder and scarce siunmer visitor

A single at Blackinoorfool on 3rd April {(MLD} was a record early return date for the Club area.

Subsequently, duning the same month a single was seen on 381h, three oo 21st and another single on

was no proof of breeding (DMP, TD). Other records were:

Ingbirchworth - 4th May (2), 16th September (2 adult plus | juvenile), 19th (1 juvenile),
Dewsbury S I - 12th May {2), 18th August (| juvenile),

Horbury Wyke - 16th May (1),

Broadstones Res. - 111h August (| juvenile}

Ringed Plover  Churadrius hiaticula
Uncommon passage visilor

The reports were mainly of singles with occasional (wo's. Blackmoorfool teatured prominently apain
(M & PG) and al Ingbitchworth two were present on 3th May (RD & SE11).

During the autumn period a single was present al lngbirchworth on 23rd July and 4th September, two
on 7th September and a single on cach of 30th September and 15th October {DM, JED, DI{P)
Blackmoprtoot had a single on 22nd August and (wao adults on 27th In Septernber juveniles were seen
at this location on 22nd {1) and 29th {2) and a single was present on 20th Octaber The only athe

Golden Plover  Phaviddis apricari
Migrant breeder (2)

With 106 records in total a brief summary is all that is possible,
Maximum numbers were:

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul  Aup Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackmoporfoot I8 94 87 23 2B 22 46 15 147 96 -
Ringstone Edge 54 170 170 - - - - 11 110 - -

Other sizable flocks were: 100+ at Pol woon st Mar (TP), also an ths date 80+ (lew over
Scapegoat Hill (TP). [n April ¢130 were at Whilley Camman on 25th {GC. JOP) but had reduced to 73

to



100 on 6th (TP) and at [nghirchworth 66 were seen on 24th (TM).
Breeding was reporied from Deer Hill and Wessenden Head

Lapwing  Tunelfies varefins
Resident breeder (3 -3)

Maxima noted at three of 1he well walched sites were:
Jan Teb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Pec

Blackmoorfoot 206 107 270+ - - (5¢ VI8 315 444 375 150+ {30+
Ingbirchworth - 57 - -2 I 13 3 60 250 100 8
[ewsbury S.i°, 40 0 16 37 2y 3§ 240 300 10) 143 130 285

Other maxima ol significance are

Ringsiope Edge - 4th July { 190), }51h September {150),
Royd Moor - 12th August (1204), 161h Sepiember (150},
Crosland 11l - 1 3h December (¢70)

Looking back al 1ecords il is obvious thal flock sizes continue to decrease Breeding successes were
noted at Blackmoorlvot, Deer. Bl Siocksmoor Common, Midgley Moor, Hartley Bank Wopd and
Bullclillfe Wond

Knet  (afidris canutis
Scarce passage visitor

A single in summer plumage was presenl al Dewsbury §.I° on 20th May (JRS) and two birds in summer
plumage were feeding in the 1lide Iagoon at 0745 hrs on 15 September later in the day they were seen
lo fly ofT'in a westely direction.

A bird in tuli summer plumage was st Blackinoorioot on 7th August (PB, AJW).

Sanderling  (wlidris alba
Scarce passage visitor

Twao records 1his year were cach of smgles; at Blackmoorfoot on 13th May (DMQ) and at Ringstone
Edge on 3tst July (JED)

Little Stinl  alidris mimeta
Scarce passage visilor

Al Dewsbury S F. the first bird, an adult in brecding plumage. was seen on 7th September, there was
then a steady build up with 1wo on 181h, four on 20th, six on 21st, nine on 22nd and ten on 23rd; six
were seen nn 151 October and, linafly, a single on 12Lh (PS).

Al other records were during September; Blackmaarfoot had juvenifes on 18(b (1), 19th {2), 20th (8),
21st (10y and 23xd (1) (DIIP, P13, MLD). Ringstone, Edge had 1bree on 20th, six on 24th & 25th, cight
on 26th_four on 271h and three on 30th (J1X1, BA) and foapbirchwarth had a single on 20th (D & Vi),
These records represent the larges inflax since the first was nated in the area in 1939,



Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea
Uncommon passage visitor

The only records were of a single al Ringstone Lidee on 20th September {JED) and two juveniles at
Dewsbury S F on 16th Seprember Superb views of these birds were had ay they fed in front of the hide
having lown iy at 0913 hrs The final sighting was on the iollowing day when (hey departed  NE at
1630 hrs ()11, PRES, JRS)

Dunlin  Colidris adping
Migrant breeder {1 - 2) Uncommon passage visitor

With the exception of a single at Ingbirchworth on 15th March (I3A), ali ather sightings dusing 1he tirst
winter period were trom Blackmoorfool. Singles were seen on 2nd and 3ré March, with two on 241h, a
further two appeared on 171h Apnl, singles were present an 19th and 20th, two on 21st and finally two
on 6th May.

During the autumn period there were more sighlings with:

Blackmoorfoot; singles on 15th August and 181h September, thece on 22nd and 23rd. two on QOctober

g,

6th and singles again on 15th and 22nd and 15th and 16th November

on 2nd October and 8th Nuvember.

Ringstone Edge; numbers Nluctuated with five present on 241h September thea six on 26th, two on 29th
and five on 30th. In Oclober two were present on 2nd and tour on 5th

Dewsbury S.F.; an early record was of a single seen on 27th July Other sigitings were again singles on
2nd, 1h, 20th and 2351 September. Two were present ttom 3rd to 7th October with another twa on
27th and 29th December.

An unusual record was of one heard calling as it flew over Dalion at 2330 hrs on 141l November (BA)

Rull  Philomachus pugnax

Scarce passage visitor

A single was at Royd Moor Res on 12th August Dunng September one was present at Ringstone Edge
on 25th and 1hree were seen on botly 271h and 28th The anly other wepott was of a sinule at the same
location on 2nd October (JED).

Jack Snipe  Lymmucryptes muninuy
Scarce passage and winter visitor

A gingle at Deer Hill on 7th January was the only record during (he ficst winter period (T12) During the
second winier period one was seen close Lo the foatpath to Peanhead at Scammonden on 14th Gctaber
{JED), one was flushed from the track at Royd Moor Res on l6th November {(SEE), a single was at

were seen there on 25th (TD).

Snipe  Gallinago gallinago
Resident breeder (1 - 2) Common passage and winier visilor

This speﬁies was once again well recorded with over 60 reports received  Numbers were in low single
figures during the first winter period and occurred at  Bla toat, Deer Hill, Denby Dale, Elland
G.P., Greenfield Rd,, Hotbury Wyke, Ripustone Edge, Scar n, Dewsbury S )" and S¢out Dike .
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August, four in September, 16 in October and 19 occurred daily in November until the 24th when the
rising water level pushed them out (ML.D) The maxima a1 Eland_G.P. was 14 on 14th November
25th SEplembé.r.h('H?.D. BA). During this period two were seen on the Common Bird Census farmland
plot in Shepiey on 12th October {DBa).

Woodcock  Siofopax rusticola
Resident breeder (2) Uncomman winter visitor

In alt cases but one records were of single birds. Al Blackmoorfaot one was in the S bank wood on 2nd
January (TT3). During May roding birds were seen over Bullcliffe Woad (JH) and Mallicar Wood (SG)

[December (1)) and Helme the following dav (TD)

Black-tatled Godwil  Lisnosa limosa
Rare passape visilor

Recorded in more locations than in any previous year with: a single in almost full summer plurmage at
Blackmooriont on E9h April (MLID. DMO). vne al Horbury Wyke an 23rd April (1H) and also on this
date, the spectacular sight of 14 which lew in from the E and cicled the lagoons at Dewsbury S.F at
1520 hrs before departing E (JI1). The other records were of singles at Broadstones on 21st July (NF)
and Ringstone Yidge on 8th August (JED).

Dar-(ailed Godwil  Limosa fupponica
Rare passage visitor

Al Blackmogrfoat four were seen 1o arrive at 1705 hrs on 30th September staying only a short while
belore departing W at 1725 hrs (JKP)

Whimbrel  Numcnivs phaeopis
Scarce 10 uncommon passage visilor

Reports were all of singles. During Aprid. one flew W at Blackmoorfoot at 1915 hrs on 16th (MLD),
one was in the field 10 the N of Broadslones Reservolr an 21st and a single flew W over Ingbirchworth
on 27th (JED). Later in the year, on 23rd August, one arrived at Blackmoarfoot at 1645 hrs and
departed W at 1710 hrs (MLD, P13).

Curltew  Munenins orgna
Migrant breeder (2) Common passage visitor

March saw the refurn with singles noled at Blackmonréont on 8th (MLD), Holmbridge on 9th (HQ),
Inpbirchworth on 15th, Seammonden on {Rth (D) and Dalton an 19th By this last mentioned date
numbers started (o increase and 18 were presenl at Broadstones (DA). Courtship display was noted at
the laner site on 14 Aprit (PC) and in the Dearne 12ike Lanc area close by, a pair with young were scen
on 23 June (DBa) Over S0 1eperts came in trom suitahle Jocations during the breeding season. The final
sightings were ol five which deparied N fiom Blackmaogrfonl at 630 hrs on 5 Sepiember and a single
ihere on 16 September (MILD).
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Spotted Redshank  Fringa crythropus
Scarce passape migrant

At Dewsbury S .E. a single juvenile was present on the deep Jagoon on 1} September where it remained
until the 101h (BI1). :

Redshank  Pringo totarins
Migrant breeder (1)

Two birds were present at Dewsbury $.1° and were seen on most visits from January (0 April Display
was noied on 30 May and a pais were holding ferritory during June (P"RUHS) One or two birds regularly
put in an appearance al Blackmoorfool {rom 23 March to late August and the last (2} were seen there
on 2 October. Breeding was reported at Dovestones and other sightings were reporied fiom
Inpbirchworth, Ringstone Edge, Horbury Wyke and Deer Hill

Greensbank  Trinpa nebuhwia
Uncommon passage visitor

The only spring record came from Dewsbury S.F with a single on L1th and 12 May (PRHS). During
summer and autumn, passage was evident, once again at Dewsbury S F with a single on 27 June, two
on 15 July, one remaining trom 171h te 2ist July, live on 22nd July and six the following day. There was
just one record from this location in Augusi, a single on 24th, then, in September Lhere were three on
22nd and two on 26th.

Blackmoor{oot had singles on 51h and 9th August, two on l4th and one on 271h, then two on 13
September and a single on 23s1 which departed W at 1850 hrs (ML, D)

At Ingbirchworlh one llew W on {2 Augwst (JED), and a single remained fram 29 September until 26
October (DBa, DMP, JKP ¢f af).

y Green Sandpiper  Tringea ochropis
[Jncommon passage and winter visitor

There were no spring records, although there was an early stail to the autumn passage witli iwo al
Dewsbury S.F from 12th 10 18th July and a single remained uniit the end of the month The number
increased to three on 3rd Avgust and by the 81k 1hers were tive, all of which remained until the month
end. Numbers reduced 10 ones and (wos scen on sine days in September with the last on 23rd (PRHS)

species description adequately was seen by a Mr. Blackmoor on 30th Sepiember at Black Brook (per
JED).

Wood Sandpiper  {ringu glareolu
Uncommon passage migrant

September was the only month with any sightings of this species. On 7th a single spent almost all day
feeding on the Hide Lagoon at Dewsbury S.F (JH), on 18th and 19th a bird was at Ingbirchworth
(DHP, BA, BBSG) and on 25th a single was present al Ringstone Edge (JED).



Common Sandpiper  Actitis vpolewcos
Migrant breeder (2)

This was anothet well recorded specics with over 80 records from 15 Iécations. The first was a single at
Blackmoorfoot on 201h April which remained until 27th, singles were then seen on 11 dates in May. July
had a single throughont but two were present on 11th, three on 121h and two again from t4th to 22nd.
Nuembers buill iep in Augost (o a2 maximum ol six an 91h and the final sighting was a single on 25th
September (ML, DHPY

Similar figures were oblained from Dewsbury ST with the spring passage starting on 23rd April, by
2nel May there were six present. then between one and four until the end of the montk. The maximum
monthly tolals were June (4). July (4). August (12), Septeruiber (6} with the final, a single, scen on 18th
(V1. PRHS JRS, 8311

Maoor Res . Scammonden. Scool Dike. Wessenden Head and Winscar Res.

Mediterranean Gull  [arus melocepiafus
Rare visitor

During the first winter pesiod a 1st-winler bird was at Blackmoorfoot from 1st to 3rd March (MLD). A
2nd-senmer bird was seen al Ingbirchwvorth on 14th and 15th April (BA, 1E0). A Ist-winter bird flew
W al 07.35 hrs on 341h October at Blackmoosfonl (MLD) and Yst-winter birds were also seen there on
I6th and 29th October (MLD) At Dewsbury S.F. a first-winter bird was present at 0930 brs on 3¢d
November (JI 1}

Little Gull  {crus minmitns
Scarce passage visitor

An adult in summer plumage was seen al Inghirchworth on 3rd April (BA). A single seen at
Blackmoorfoot on 9th April flew E at 1930 hrs (ML} and a juvenile was seen at this location on 24th

from the Fide lagoon on 30th May (J14).

Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibtardis
Resident breeder (1) Numerous passage and winter visitor

A good number of records ol ihis species bul only one giving positive evidence of breeding at
Dovestongs (GMC'). There were tbree interesting observations however, cach from Blackmoarfaot:- on
20th March a leucistic bird was present which was pale buff and possessed a bood which was paler than
normal, the second was an adulf wilh a pure white manile which was observed on 41h April and the third
which appeared on 1 7th Aprit and remained until the following day, was a 1st- winter bird with bright
orange legs and hill (MI.1)}

During the fisst-winter period in Tuddersfield town centre birds were regularly to be scen on factory
rooftops in St ¥homas's Rd the last noted on 161h March (1CP)

thhe fallowing tables n/c ~ no counl and n/b : no birds

Maxinmum numbers at roosting sites were -



. Jau  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackmoorfoot n/c 1350 nfe nic nfc nfc 287 306G nic 3350 nfc nic
Ingbirchworlh 170 320 700 28 34 o 94 4 SR 2400 554 105
Dewsbury SF. 32 95 S00 77 @ 18 220 S5 22 3841300 2000
Common Gull  Larus canay
Common passape and winter visilor

Apant from five which regularly associaled with Black-headed Gulls on ihe factory rooflops
SL.Thomas's Rd until 16th March and 28 at Dewsbugy § F. on 7th April there were no reports during the
first winter period excepling the well watched roosts fisted below:

Jun Feb Mar Apr May Jon Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackmoorfogt n/ic 450 nfc 860 i nb 8 19 w/c 13 afc nlc
[ngbirchworth 6 34 60 120 n/c nfc nfc nfc nic 2 nk 1

During the second winter period 140 were at Ringstone Tduge on 17th November (JED) and 201 were al

maximum of |9 on 27th December (PRIS).

Leaser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus
Common passape and winier visitor

At Dewsbury S F. a small msmber were scen regulacly on passage through the Calder Valtey during the
summer months. The maximum seen was 75 on 171h July.
During August numbers at Ringstone Edge incresed from 126 on the 3rd to in excess o 400 by the 23rd

a regular basis (1CP) -
An adult graellsii seen at Blackmoorfootl on dih Seplember had four outer primaries of the lett wing
white whilst the right wing was normal (ML.[3)
The peak count at Ingbirchworth was in October when 43 birds were present, however at
Blackmoorfoot there was the usual interesting build up with monthly maxima af -
Jun  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
| 4 39 63 23 63 170 704 1HL1T 868 503 17

Herring Gull  Larus argentutus
Common passage and winter visitor

Passage was noled a1 Dewshury S £, during (he winler with a maximum count of 140 in one hour on
21st December.
As usual, detailed cecords submiited were from [ngbirchworth and Blackmoortoar, maxisaum monthly
figures are shown in the table below.-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Blackmporfoot n/c 94 187 7 I b ob 4 6 302 63
Ingbirchworth 14 37 100nb | b wbh b wb o 3 16

Yellow-legged Gull  Larus cachinnans
Scarce visitor

With the exception of one 1o three at Ringstone Jidpe between 24th and 27th Angust (JED), all other
records were from Blackmaoorfoot. A single adull was present on 23rd, 24ih and 3ist March (MLD,

el



PB)} A sub-adull {most probably in its 3rd-summer) was present on 9th July, the bird was then
subsequenty seen on a fusther five dates up to 24th (MLD, PB, et al). In Aupust an adult was present
on 9th, 15th, 16th and 29th (ML, PB, SP. KW). Unprecedented numbers were scen in September, up
to 1hree birds were present on mosi days throtghout the month with at Jeast six individuals being noted
(identifiable by dillering plumage characteristics) (ML.D, PB, SH, JED). A sub-adult was scen on 15th
October (PB) and during November an adult was present on 1st (ML), a 3rd- winter on 3id
{PB.ML.D3) and a svub-adull on 14th (ML.[3}).

Iceland Gull  Lerws glancoides
Scarce winier visitor

there were at least four individuals, birds were seen between | 1th, and 27th, hut, although there was an
adult, A Isi-winter, a 2nd-winler, & third-winter and a !st/Znd-winter which was slightly oiled, only a
single was present on any given date. March produced an adult and & 2nd-winter on 9th (PB, JKP) the
same second-winter bird was present on 20ih and 24th (MLD) and a fsi-winter on 31st (PB). At
Bromlcy I'arm Tip a |st-winter was seen regularly from 27th February uantil 15th March whilst at
Ingbirclnvorth a 2nd-winter was present from 12rh to {5th March and again on 28th (BA, JED). A
2ud-winter helween Fluddersfield Town cenire and Deighten at 0725 hrs on 28th March could have

Ist-winler on 1 71th and 18th December {M1.1))

Glaucous Gull - Larus Inperborcus
Scarce winler visitor

271k Tebruary until st Marel: (M), this was joined by 2 drd-winter on 28th March (GC, JDP). At
Ingbirchworth a ist-winter bird was seen on 9th and 291th March (RD & SEH, BA) and an adull was
observed lor at least 15 minutes on V4th Aprit (11Q). The sightings at Blackmoorfoot were of a 1st
winter bird on each of 30th, 3151 Mareb, 2nd and 3rd April (PB, ML.D).

The only records during the second winter period were {rom Blackmgorfpot which held a 2ad-winter on
30th October (JKP) and a |st-winter on 27th and 28th December (MLD) and Dewsbury S.F. when a
Ist-winter bird provided good views by alighting in front of the hide at 1400 hrs on 29th December
{JRS).

Grert Black-backed Gull  farus marinus
Common winler visilor

The maximun monthly figures at Blackmoorfoo! were
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
99 o6+ 13 4 b nb b 1 2 2 82 277

ingbitchworth only had small numbers with five in January, ten in February, single figures in March (RD
& SETL BAY and 14 in December (113,

Other reports were of two adulls at Oldlield vn 131h May in a recently sown field (1F1P) and a single at
Elland G P_on 7th December (SW)



Killiwake  Risse triductyle
Scarce passage visitor

There were only 1we records, each from Blacknoorfoot Single adults on 10th March (1KI*y and 231d
April (DMO)

Common Tern  Merie hiswndo
Lincomnton passage visilor

The earliest record was of two al Horbury Wyke on 131h May (Jil) Singles were seen on 281h May and
2nd June at Dewsbury 8 F and on 27th and 29th June two were present A pair attenipted (o breed at
Rayensthorpe G.P, but 1he oulcome was unknown even though they were scen on several occasions up
and down the R. Calder {(PRHS). During June three appeared al Blackmoorfoat at 0710 hrs on 7th and

on the 21st a single arrived from the S at 1525 hrs and departed W at 1530 hes (ML.D).

Arctic Tern  Sterne puranisava
Uncommon passage visiltor

On Znd May twa birds were present at {ngbirchworth (BA), tater in the day however, numibers increased
to nine {BIWC) At Blackmoorioot there was one on 2nd and 3rd May and further singles were seen at
0740 brs on §9th July and one flew S a1 0910hrs on 26th July (MLE) At about 1204 his on 41k July
two were seen at Brookfoot Lake (IED).

Fera) Pigeon  Columba livia
Resident breeder (3)

Some indication of the rather erratic breeding season of this species is given by the finding of epgshells
below the known nesting site under the viaduct al Thoraton Lodee during the wintry conditions on both
29ih February and 27th March (JIKP). The number of birds in the Fawn Centre was on a par wilh
previous years with [70+ on 17th May, 220+ on 24th July and peaking a1 270+ on oth August Al first
light on ist Oclober there were 130+ under the railway viaduct a1 Thornton Lodge (ML)

Stock Dove  Colnmba oenas
Resident breeder (2)

9th August (TM). Bromley Farm Tip had ¢30 on 3rd March (JED) and 1) and 20 were recorded at

Square Wood Res., Denby Dale on 23rd and 251k April respectively (TM). The unly other tlock seen
was 20 at Royd Moor on 301h Sepiember (JEI). Other areas repocted upon were Ravensthorpe with
three on 10th April then singles on 19th and 251h Junc and 10th August. Deer Hill had two on 21st April

(MLD), Scout Dike had six on 161h Novewber (811).

Woodpigeon  (olunbua pefumbus
Resident breeder (4) Numerous winter visitor

Large flocks were reported during the first winter period only with, tn January, ¢100 al High Hoyland
on the 7th and 300 at Mellor Wood on 12th. A farge movenment was observed at Golcar on 8th with 54

moving S at 1000 hrs , 400+ moving S at L 115 hrs. and a further 50 moving S at 1545 hes, then on 14th
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112 moved SE and finally 30+ on 27th. During February numbers at 1.angroyd Bridge rose from 30+ on
13th 10 20004 moving NE on 20th, 3000+ on 22nd then declimed to 1000+ moving W on 23rd and
5004 nn 261h, the observations on each of these dates were between (730 hrs and 0745 hrs and it is
possible they were leaving a roost (JKP). The enly flack noted during March was of 500+ on 1st at

CHand Park Wooed (JED).

Collared Doave  Strepiopefia decaocto
Resident breeder (3)

September {(GC'). Numbers noted going to roost at Lockwood during November rose from 28 an 11th
to 75 on 27th (DM)

Ring-necked Parakeet  Fsitiacula krameri
Rare feral visitor

{SG) and the second on 71h Octobér {DS).

Turile Dove  Strepfopelio tnrtnr
Rare summer visitor

A sinule was seen at Dewsbury S.F on 301h May (JH).

Cuckon  (meulns canorns
Migrant breeder {2)

regalarly al 15 dilTerent locations up to15th June. The last repart nf the year was of a juvenile being fed
by a Dunnock at a bird table in Clayion West on 4th and 5th July (ASh, DBa).

Little Owl  Adhene noctua
Resident breedes (2)

The 30 Incations this species was reported from during every month of the year gives some indication of
ils status in Lthe area. Breeding success was reported from Almnndbury with young calling on 29th May,
Bitberry Res., Bulcliff Farm, Deer 1Hil), Longwood Valley, Meltham (ncar the ‘Traveller's Rest), Penny

successes which remained undetecied.

Tawny Owl  Strix afieco
Restdent breeder (2)

Heard mure oflen than scen at over 20 locations. Varrous aclive nest stles were recorded with two at

Shepley each raising young, then suceesses af BBlacker Beck. Brockholes, Farnley Tyas, Lockwood and
Mollicar Wood A numsber of sightings were from gardens and of birds being mobbed by other species.
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Long-eared Owl  Awo otus
Resident breeder ()

A pair bred at a site in the Dovestones area and suceeeded in fledging young (GMC) and al a sile near

Short-cared Owl  Asio flammens
Resident/migrant breeder (1)

During the past four years reported sightings of this species have dropped at an alarming rate. Vhe only
record this year was of a single flying over (he N bank at Blackmaorfuet on 8th November (ME.D)

Swift  Apus apus
Migrant breeder (2}

up a1 the former site 10 120 which wese feeding over the sprinkler beds on 27th May (PRLLS). Other
maxima noted were ¢50 at Ingbirchwortly on 5th May (JED), ¢t00 aver Denby Dale on 17th May {TM),
38 flying NW into & strong headwind at Shepley on 9th July {DBa) and ¢60 over Muddeestisld Town
centre on 12th August (MLD), Monthly maxima at Blackmoorfool were 103 on 21s1 June, 72 on 28th
July ahd 46 on 3rd August (MLD) A total of 1268 flew K during a three hour period at Dewsbury $.F
on 9th August and on 12th, during a 75 minute period, 450 were observed (PRES) Several pairs bred
in the vicinity of S1. Luke's Hospital. The jinal record came from Blackmoorfaot which had a single on
23rd August (MLD).

Kinglisher  Alcedo withis
Resident breeder (1)

A good number of reports from 16 difTerent locations. These were mainly of singles bul two were at
Eltand G.P on 27th March and a pair bred along the R. Calder {JED) There were then no other
sightings at this location until two were seen ovet The canal on 8th and 241h October Twa were also

C.P. had four present throughout the year: two on the lower fake and 1wo on the river below ihe park.
At least one pair were proved o breed.. On the R Holme at Lockwaood a single was seen for at least
eight months of the year (DM). A single was present at Dlackmoorfoot on 5th and 6th December

(MLD).

Green Woodpecker  Picus viridiy
Resident breeder (1-2)

With almost BO records from 4t
different locations it is evident 1hat the
species is holding its own Birds were
present during every month of the year
and at a number of locations juveniles
were seen. Probable breeding sites
where juveniles were seen with adulis
were:  Stones  Wood .. (Shepley),
Scammonden, Denby Dale, T.P.Wood
{Gledholt) and Bretton CP. A number




of other sites were noted where breeding could have taken place but informalion og these was
inconclusive

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrovopos nutjor
Resident breeder {2)

Once agam anothes temendously successful year for this species. Over 100 records were received trom
43 locations, a number ol these being private pardens particularly in winter, (when they were taking
advanlage of bird feeders. panicularly during the winter), but also duning the breeding scason Breeding
was proved in the more usual habitats such as Beawmont Park. Beetton C.P.. Birk's Wood (Lockwaad),
Thenusbridue, Stones Wood, {Shepley).elc

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  {endrocopos minor
Residenl breeder (1}

early March 10 the begannng of June although it is unknown i breeding teok place. A simitar sequence
ol records came from Mollicar Wood with bith sexes being noled during this pesiod The final record
from here was of one calting an 2nd Oclober (BA) A male appeared briefly in a garden in Honley on
191h January {C'G) and a male and female were scen together in Honley on 19th July (ML.D) A pair
bred at Armitage Bridge but the actual onigome was unknown (per MLD)Y. Oiher sightings, usually of

(DM}, Healey House on 6th May{ll)”)—l_ir_,,glgg on l4th May (DM), Hagg Waaod on 25th May

(DS and Dewsbury S an 20th September (PRIIS).

Skylark  Aloids urvensis
Resident breeder (3~ 4)

were noled tlying S. A reasonable sized ock of ¢5¢ tlew aver this lecation on 15th March, then, on
10th October 18 were seen.(TM & RSPB)} The only ather reports of double figures were fromn

Sand Martin Ripuris riparta
Mipranl, rare brecder

A very early single was noted al Dewsbury S F on 24th March (PRHS). Numbers then increased duriap
Apnil with 504 at both Scout Dike and Inghirchworl an 24th (M & PG). A huge gatheting of ¢300
were seen at Healey New Mill on the S side of the R. Calder on 12th May (SH) At least 11 aecupied
17th and 251h April (DM, DI, BCo) Low single figures were noted at Blackmoortuol on several dates
between 1 1 April and 6th Sepienber with a maximum of six on 261h July {MI.D) The final record of
the year was of 20 at Dewsbwy S F. on 18th September (PRHS)
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Swallow  Hirnndo rustica
Migrant brecder (4)

The first arrivats were recorded on Sth April with two at Bretion C.I° (JKP), two at Denby Dale (TH)
and one at Riding Weod Res. (110Q). There was then a sleady influx cbserved from 23 other locations,
maxima being between 200 and 250 at Ingbirchworth during May and the first half of June. A notable
passage was observed at Dewsbury S.F. during August when 780 birds flew I& in the space of an hour.
There was also a significant easterly passage seen at this location during September: 250 or £2th, 113
on 13th, 175 on 18th and 200 on 22nd (PRHS) A late breeding record came from Middlestown where
young (edged on 23rd September {JG). The last sightings were during Qctober, Blackmoorfoot had a
stngle on Ist (MLD), Scainmonden had nine flying W on 2nd (JED) and finally, Dewsbury S.F had a
singfe on the evening of 81h (PR11S}.

House Martin  efichon urbica
Migrant breeder  (3)

The earliest reporl was of 1wo al Bretton C.P on 14th April (SH), then an 17th there were several
sightings with a single at the above
location (BCo), three at Dewsbury ST
{PRFIS) and three at Five_Lane Ends (PC
& AC). We then had 1o wail imtil May
before {here was an appreciable build-up in
nombers and a return 10 nest sites. There
was a large movement on 16th May with
120 a1 Btackmoorfoot (M1.0)) and 100+ at
Ingbirchwonth  (JED, BA). Once again
information regarding nest  sites  was
somewhat sparse, [ive aclive nests were in
L.amb 1ane, Almondbury. seven in Marsh
Lane,_Shepley, several in Blackmoorfoet
Road, Crosland_ Moor and two  pairs
nesied in the shopping area in Lindley
which was a new sie [or this year.

The build up in numbers leading 1o Lhe
aolumn migration staried in August with a
Minck of 88 flying S at Blackmoorfoot
(MLD) on 23rd and 50 flying S over Stones Wood, Shepley ([DBa) on the same date. During
September 230 passed through Dewsbury S F in a four bour period on [2th aad. also in a fowr hour
period a torther 600 on 22nd (PRHS). The final sighting was of seven at Bretton C P on [0th Oclober
(SED).

‘Tree Pipit  Awttas irivialis
Migrant brecder {2 - 1)

The first report was of two in song al Bretton C.P. on Z1st Aprit (JH). what were presomably the same
birds were agatn noted on 25th and 27th (JED, DM). Other singing birds located were: one at

and three at Langseti on 7th (§G), one at [Denby ale on T4th (TA), one at Thorstonland Bank on 15th
{DM). one in Storthes Hall Lane on 27th (DS)) and three at Royd Edue Clough on 28th (DMP). Carr
Wood a1 Woodsome had two on 6th June (BA) and one was located in a new deciduous planiation at
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Yatehalme on 19th (IDM) Once again it was disappointing (o note that there was no indication ot the
species in [Defler Wood

Meadow Pipit  Amihus praiensis
Ressidem breeder (4 - 5) Panial migranl

A wintering Oock remained at Dewsbury S F until 281k January when 75 were present (PRUS) Twa
birds were obsenved fecding in 1he car park at Longroyd Bridge on 30ih January (JKP}. There was then
a quiet period untd March when on 20th there were eight a1 Blackmowrtoor (ML) and ¢ 50 at lonley
(BA) On 231d there wete 25 at Deer Hill (AD) and 35 were scen heading NE over Scape Cammuon on

23th C1Py Over 200 were seen at ( ey's Plantation on J1d Apnil (JEED} and there were a aumber of
breeding reports from the usual localities. Numbers built up during August and Septeimber with in
cxcess of 50 birds being noted at Scammonden and Denby Dale, then on 28th Seplembet ¢ 100 were

(PRHS) and on 30th over 70 were seen flying SW over Royd Moaor in a five minule period (JED).
Unusual winter records concerned ¢30 feeding in & marshy field near Scout Dike during Novenber (S11)
and, during the same monh, numbers at Blackinoorfool varied fram two to eleven as the birds fed on
seeds as the waler level tose in (he severe weather (ML)

Rock Pipit  Authus petrosas
Rare passage nugram

There were three vecords, each of singles al Dewsbury S F. 25th August, 28th September and 20th
December (PRUS ef af).

Water pipit  Asthus spuiotetia
Rare winter and passage visitor

The only records came from Dewsbury S ¥ which had three birds on 2nd November. Two were then
seen on il and a single 1emained untif the year end leeding on the filter beds (PRELS ef «f)

Yellow Wagtail  Aortacillu flinve
Migrant biceder (1)

The first record was of a single a1 Deer Uil on 21st April (ML.D). Singles were also seen at
May {DHP) At Denby Dale, which is a rare location for this species, singles were seen on 9th July and
Sth Seprember (TM). Over the last four years the stronghald of the species has been Dewsbury S.F. but
there were nol as many sightings this year; three were noled on 23td April (hen oceastonal singles were
present during the summer months but a pany of six appeaied on 4th August, the last bird was noted on
13th October {PRIS}Y This is 1he latest dale on record for the Club area.

Grey Wagtaid  Aotaciflu cowrea

Residenl breeder {2)

Quite surprisingly this species was recorded in 34 ditferent locations and (n every manth of the year.
Breeding was evidenl by either observing food being taken to the nest ar adults seen with young birds as
Digley, Dovestones Res., Dunford Bridge, fackson Bridge and Lockwaood. Between one and three birds

least two were seen on 43 visils duning the course of the year.
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Pied Wagtail  Motacilla alba
Resident breeder (3}

Data collected mainly concerned roost sizes. On 27th January in Huddersfield Town Centre ¢ 40 were
roosting in an evergreen by the Civic Centre in Huddersfield Town Centre as the normal roost on the
roof was covered in deep snow. Dusing February at this roost there were 150 onlOth, 75+ on [8th and
201k and 100+ on 251h, during March 200+ were present on 9th (ML.0, JKP) ‘Fhree to faur pairs could

{DM) During the second winter perind six juveniles were nated a1 Aspley roundabout on 22nd August
{(MN). Al Dewsbury S.F_22 birds were preseni on 22nd July, 32 on 5th August. 8(} on 23rd August and
42 on 1s1 September. Numbers then fell 10 a wintering population of 22 which remained constant uniil
the end of the year (PREIS) On 5th September there were 30+ birds on Croslaad Heath G ¢ and, prior
Lo roosting, 1101 had gathered near Lthe Civig Centre on 10th October (MI.D)

Wanwing  Bombyeillo parridus
Rare to uncommon winter visitor

The first sighting was ol two on  Hh Jan near Tankyard Rd. Qakes (33). From 22nd January two or
three were present al the {uddersfield Sporis Centre car park with numbers increasing to 40 by 14th
February and down to 20 by 21st (1)3a) Single fipure reports came in from Birkby. Wooldalc,
Kirkhurton, Shepley and Linthwaite until 28th February There were no further reports untit 19th March
Bridge and on 301h 50 were seen at Lindley (BA) The final report was al” 3 near the Sports Centre at
Dewsbuory on 22nd April (MB}. There were no reponts during the second winter period

Dipper  Cinclies conclies
Residert breeder (2)

The only confirmed breeding success was at 14lE Top where a pair Nedged five young on 27th May
(ML.D). Nesting pairs were noted al hoth [olmfirth and Jackson Bridge. but the oulcame of these
attempts was vnknown. (ther reports were all of singles, Denby Dale was a new location with a bird
seen on 15th January (TM), Elland Bridge. Meltham_Bar, Milnsbridge. (xyeraing Beck and a stream
near Clay House Park a1 West Vate

Wren  Trogladytes froglodvies
Resident breeder (4)

Yery widespread throughout 1he area

Dunnock  Frunclla modudars
Resident breeder {3}

Very lew recotrds received but very common throvghout the Club area

Robin  Frithacns rabecia
Resident breeder (4 - 5)

Very common throughout the area.



Black Redstart  Fhocmcurns ochriros
Rare visiler

Someshat fatee than 1he usual records, a single was noted feeding from the ground and on the dry stone
wall at Twley Cote Fane. Lindley Moor en 291h September (JE)

Redstart  Phocwicurus phovsicarny
Nigrant breeder  (2)

The lisst report came from Bifberry Res with a-male and a teniale on 2ih May (HQ) and on the same
day a male was in song at llealey [louse (DA} Duoring June others in song were noled at
Ingbirchwoith, Langsel and Digley, wilh 1wo young seen at the Later location on 2ad August (HQ).
Birds caugln and rinued at Blackmoorfoot were both females, one an 26th July and the second on 15th
September (MLD) An adult temale and a juvemle were al Duntord Bridge on [ 7th August and a
different femate was located about a quarter of a mile away an the same day (SH) At Lindley Moo, a
male appeared brielly in a garden ai 1240 brs on 8th July and in (he same area, in Turley Cote Lane, one
was seen on | 11h September (JIEDY). The final sighting was of one at $casunonden on E5th September
(JED).

Whinchat  Suxecola rubetra
Migrant breeder (2}

A single male seen a1 Broadsiones on 21st Apnil was the first record of the year (JED). A male was at

apgressive lowards Stonechat N, torgnata (DMP) A pair with young was recarded at Scammanden an
3rd July and it was rom here that the final sighting of the year, four birds an E51h September, was noled
(Jid)

Stonechal  Saxicols torguatn
Occasional beeeder (1} Scarce passage and winter vistlor

The 1wo sightings in January were of a male and femaie at Broadstones on 15th (JED} and a female at
Deer Hill on 27th (TD) There were no funiher repons unel July when a pair were seen carcying (ood at
sett {DI1P). There werce seven ar eight birds with Whinchat S. rubetra at Deer Elil) on [4th August

which was repeated on 25th (DMP). During Oclober single males were seen at Castle Hill on 1 th (SG)
and Bilherry Res on 23rd (HQ). The final report was of a female a1 [

Hill on 25th December {TD)

Whealear  Oenaahe ocuanthe
Migrant breeder (2)

‘Ihe carbiest record was of two at Broadstones on 28th March (BA. JED) There then followed a series
ol over 40 records during April from at least 20 of (he usual locations and one unusual ane from the
l.eeds Road Playing Field on 201h May {DWB). Seven birds, which may have been of the 'Greenland'
vace () o oemmthe, were seen off Yurley Cote Lane an 0th June (JE) The final recard ot the yeac
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Ring Owzel  Turdus torguatus
Migiant breeder (2)

A single male at Scammonden on 30th March was the first recorded for the year (JKI') Subsequently
there were sightings from Bilberry Res. . Digley. Goodbent t.odge and Dovestanes with evidence of
breeding Irom each of These An adull and an immature were ground feeding and also taking berries
from bushes al Scanmonden on 25th October, 1his was the final secord ol the year (18D)

Blackbird  Twrdns mernla
Residenl breeder (53 Numerous winler isitor

Very common (hroughout the entire arca with many breeding successes There were no - signiticant
numbers reported uatil 7th December when 149 were present al Elland G P (SW)

Yieldfare  7urdus piturss
Numerows passape and wintet visitor Occasional breeder.

There were well over 100 repons during the vear. the first heing from Rlackmoorfoot with 68 flying S
on N Janvary then 2500 flying S on 10th (ML), Other large concentrations dnring January were
a0 at Gunihwaite on 7th, 170 at Scammonden on 13th, <200 a | olmbridge on 14th, <200 al Bretton
CP oon 20th , 100 al Ealey Moor on 20th, 300 at Bradley Pack G on 25th and 375 E over
Dewsbury S I on 281h Sinnlar aumbers were noted throughowt Febritary and into March with 500 at
Deer Hilt on 2nd (DMP), 180 a1 Salendine Nook on 181h, 200+ a1 Dearne Dike Road on 27th and 100
al Broadstones on 3tth During April theie were fewer reports, hut ¢230 wete at Shepley on Hh, ¢350
a1 Blackmoorfoot on 7th and 1001 al Lepton on [5th A very fate single was seen at High Floyland on
71h May (5G)

The main influx starled, as expected, during October with small numbers from (he beginning of the
month then 26 al Woodsome on 26th followed by ¢200 which were seen moving W at 1500 hrs over
Scammonden on 30th (H:D) Maxima noted in November were 800 at Inghirchworth on 2nd. 300 al
Royd_Moor on 3rd and ¢300 al Scout Dike on 16th larpe December flocks, far exceeding any
previously recorded in the Chib area, were seen at Dewsbury S F. 2463 moved S duting stonny wealther
on 15th then a record nuinber of 2740 passed S on 22nd {PRIIS)

Song Thrush  Turdus phifometos
Resident breeder  {3)

The records were mainly of birds in song, this year there was an increase in the number of localities to
16 in all. Four were in song a1 Woodsome Lees on 19th April (DS1) Other recards during the breeding
season came from Qretton C P Blackmogrfool. Cragland Moor. Digley Bottem_Waod. Filand G.P.,
Silkstone. Thunderbridge and Mellors Waood with further reports fram private gardens

Redwing  7urdus iljocns
Nitmerous passage and winter visitor

During the harsh winler condilions in late Jameary/early Febnary there were a number ol instances of
birds feeding in pardens and on bird 1ables Numbers in double fivutes were recorded in lanuary at
Gunthwaite with 30 on 7th, Bietton C P with 20+ on 14th and 30 on 20th, Digley with ¢50 on 14th and
Almpndbury with 270 on 23rd Similar mimbers were noted during February aller which there was a
uradual reduction 1o single figures apart from a1 Shepley where there was a flock of ¢R(tin the CBC area
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on 4ib April (DBa} and Penny Spring Wood where ¢50 were seen on Sth Aprit {S8G). The last sighting
was of two flying NE at Lascelles Hall on 1dih April {SH). )
During the second winter period low single figures were reporied from Ist October but ten were in a
varden on (his date in Almandbury (S(3). Numbers then built up once again with many observations of
double figures but had reached ¢200 at OBrettpn C.P on 27(h Navewber (JED. BA, SIf) During
Decembes there was a S to SE movenent noted at Pewsbury S F with 150 on 14th, 295 on 15ih and
274 0n22nd (PRUS),

Mistle Thrush  Furdus viscivorns
Resident breeder (3)

Apart fiom a small Nock o 27 a1 Dewsbury S F on 22nd June reports of this species were confned (o
the second half o the year with seven at DeetHill on (41h July. 47 at Dewshury S.F on 25th August |
12 a1 Biellon €. on 6th October and 15 at Castle 1ill on 9th Qctober (SG) (According 1o the abscrver

by mid-October as anly single figures wese pyesent

Grasshopper Warbler  Locinselle nueviu
Qccasional migiant breeder (1)

April {NP). Similarly one was in full song at Scout Dike on 27th April (M & PG} and agair on 151k
May (i) A manber of observers either heard or saw at least ane pair at Bretton C P during April,
unfortumately, whilst & nest containing six eggs was found on 27th May. this failed at the youny stape

(Jih)

Sedge Warbler  crocephalns schocinbaenus
Migrant breeder (1)

Fwo males were singing av Elland (P on 281h Aprit and wete then repularly heard until dth July. On
12th May a male was present at Hloibury Sirands and (hnee birds (iwoe singing males} were seen al

Horbury Wyke (SH) A pair was scen carnying (ved at Scout Dike an 291h June and a male was still
holding territory during July (NP} A pair nested at Dewstuey S F. where three birds had been heard
singing on 22nd June and a small autumin passage was noted along the banks of the R. Calder. The ast
bird here was seen on 151h August (PRHS). The firal record was of one caught and ninged at

Blackmoorloot on 161h Aupust {(MLID) .

Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpacens
Rare passage migrant and breeder {1}

Lesser Whitethroal  Syhvia currica
Migrant breeder (1)
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could be profitable as a pait was seen on 24th May and actually bred successfully (SG). Other sightings
were. a singing male at Almondbury on 2nd June which remained for a week, one in song ahave the

garden centre at Blr_ch_cncil e Hill on 5th June then smges were seen at Hnylandswalne on 4th Aug,uv.t

with a smj,le on 9th and 12th Septembcr (1 M3

Whitethroat  Syfvia communis
Migrani breeder (2)

This was yel another well repoited species with
records being received fram over 20 locations. The
first was on 25th Apil at Daltan (BA). Up 1o six
were in song during May in Breiton C.P with seven
at Dewsbuty S.T. A good number of breeding
records were received and juveniles swelled the
numbers al the alormentioned site 10 {welve on t1th
August {PRIES) One was caught and ringed at
Blackmoorfool on 161l Augusl (MLD). The last
record was of a bird in the Springwood area which
was recorded on most days from 241h September
until 7th Octoher (MLD). This is the latest recorded
instance of (his species in The Club area

Garden Warbler  Nyhvia borin
Migrant Breeder (2)

Bretion € P provided the first record with one in song on 25th April. There was then a succession off
records, mo&l]y of birds in s‘onb\ dur'mg, May and .lune from a ﬁ:rlhcr 16 localion«: 'I'Ilc strunuhultk lor

recard of the ycar,

Blackcap  Sidvia atricapilia
Migrant breeder (2 - 1) Scarce winter visitor

Over-wintering birds featured in many of 1he reports. At Wooldale a male al female made regular visits
to a parden from Ist January until 14th Febuary (SMB). Others during the same period were recorded
at Atmondbury, Birkby. Lockwood. Newsome. Penistane, Shefley and Skefmanthorpe. These were all
garden reports during severe weather conditions {Ihiree to four inches of snow) with birds feeding from
kitchen scraps. nut dispensers and fat balts From Apsil 10 June the reporis were of simging males from
over 30 suifable habitats with breeding suspected and proved at many. A singing male throoghouol June
at Blackmoorfoot. coupled with the ¢atching ol a male and female along with two first years in July,
strongly sugpesis that breeding ook place al this site (ML) By August the number af reports
dimimshed, the lasl one being of a female caught and ringed at I3 orfoot an 30th Inlarmation
1egarding birds in gardens @ Hobabridue on (st Decéroher and Meltham on 25th wauld indicate
over-wintering.




Wood Warbler  Phvlloscopus sibrlatrix
Migrant breeder (1 - 2)

Reparted [rom five sites this year, the first being one in song at TP Woad oa 30th Apnl and later on
3rd May (DM) Other reports were alf during May with a stugle at Mettham Park on Sth {IINP). two ar

three a1 Clile Wowl on 7th (8G). one in song at Beetton C P on the same date ($€1) and one in the
waoods at Digley on 23rd and 24th (DHP, HQ). There was no prool of biceding

Chiftchall  Phyltoscopas coffyhia
Migrant bieeder 2) Scatee winter visilor

The (irst reported migrant was heard singing a1 Dalton on 23rd Marel (BA) then, an 29th, a single was
singing n Biettop C.P (BCo). AL this lasl mentianed site numbers increased to four, these birds
remained throughout April and May and at teast 1wo were shill singing on 30th June (SH ¢7 af) One or
two singing males were heard al a number of other locations; Almondbury, Beawmont Park, Brockholes,

Faipley. Golear, Horhury Wyke, Maudale, Nethenion, Silkstane, Thonushridee and Woadsome G ¢ AL
Defler Wood there were four in song on 9th April which remained until at least 1he end of Tune Two
birds were i song at Denby Dale on 9th April and there were still (wa singing an 1 2ih Septembes (¥M)

One was caught and ninged al Rlackmoorfool on 22nd July and (here was a singing male present on
120 September (MLD) At Dewsbury S ¥ (he dinal bird of (he autumn was seen on 131h Seplember bul
two birds were found on 20th December, one neas the clay-pigeon shoot site amd (he other near the

machinery compound (PRHS)

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopues irochdus
Migrant reeder (3 -4) .

The fust artvals were two at Holmiith on 101th Apct) {EIQ) FFram 1deh until the ead ot the month there
weie danly reporis liom many localions with reasonable nombers involved ¢ g at Denby Dalg on 19t
there were 20 present (TM), on the sume day at Elland G P there were 27 in song (i) Some
indication as 1o Ihe success of the species, in spiie uf the drought conditions, can be pathered from the
number ringed at Blackmoorloot with, in July, 16 on 11th, 23 on 22nd, 17 on 25th and 22 on 26th, and

in Augtst. 35 on bith and 14 on each of [5th and 18th {(MI.D} A single a¢ Scammaonden an 15th
September was the tast record of 1he year

Golderest  Kegulus reyulus
Resident breeder (2 - 3) -

Numbers renained low 1hrouaghout the year with, in January, three in the [oagwood Valley on bst, one
al Blachmogeloot vn 7th and at least one at Golsar, Tip on Lith Ia Febroary the ouly report was of a
single 1in a garden at Fixby on 4th Other singles were at [ :s on Ist Maich, Scapeg 1l on

3rd and Thormton Lodge on 16th At Bretton C P two males were scen on 141h April then, much later
in the year, on 61h October six were present (SH) The only nesting record came from a smalk conifer
plantation al 1he side of the calchment near Deer Hilt (EYWS) At least foer were noted at Scaut Dike on
I 1th August and singles were seen at a number of other locations ualil the year end
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Firecrest  Kegnlus ipmicapifins
Rare visitor

Two very welcome reports of this species: one scen briefly very close to the hide al Blackmoorloot on
st April (MLD, DBa) and the second. which was located at Shaw Wood, Longwood Valley, was
present on both 28th and 30th September (JED, MDY}

Spotted Flycaicher  Afuscicapa strurtar
Migrant breeder (2)

The carlicst repart was of a sinele near to the R Calder at Elland G.P. on 29th April (JEIY A single
was seen at Digley |Lane Wooeds on t6th May with at least 1wo heing present on 24th (110} The onty
other record for May was of a single at Denby Dale on 3tst (TM) Breeding pairs were Toind during
June at- Meltham where they were feeding young at a nesl in a Silver Birch (DB in the Coxley Valley
(PS5} and Nethertan at a nest in an Eim (DM) Twoe adulis at North Wood Sitkstone scen on 4th August
could possibly have bred {SH). The remaining records were all of singles at Biretton C.P.. Defler Waod,
Gunthwaite, Rayd Moor, Scapegoat Hill. Dunford Bridee, Blackmoorfoot. Fixby, Scammonden and
finally, on 17th Seprenber, Ingbirchwaorth

Pied Flycatcher  Ficedirla hvpolenca
Migrant breeder 1)

A male arrived at Toby Wood. Denby Dale on 22nd April and was joined Jater in the month by a female;
bath birds were observed 1aking food to a nest by mid-June (TM, PRO). Two pairs had taken up
residence in Clilfe Wood by 7th May, ane pair making use of a nest hox (SG) Other reports were of
singles during May al Birkby Rd. on 5th (Temale), then males at Magdale on Bth, Thongshridge on 14th,
Deller Wood on 215t and | Tagg Wood on most days between 17th and Sth June

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithetlos cancdarns
Resident breeder (2}

As [ar as this species is concerned (he population appears 1o be quite stable. Repons came in from 26
dillerent focalions during the year Nesting activily was noted al Netherton, Mollicar Wooed. Gledholt,
Elland .., Horbury Wyke, Hepworth and 1ill Fop Flock sizes varied from high single fignres 10 33 a1
Hortey on [9th July which presumably consisted of several family parties, 201 al Golcar on 3th Octaber
and 26+ at Shepley with a nvixed tit flock on 12th October

Wiltow Tit  Parns montantis
Resident breeder (1)

(3AY However. wilh the report of two adults with three juveniles at Denby_Dale on [ 1th July one may
safely assume that breeding 1ook place there (TM). Singles were reperted at a nuinber aof locations i e

Cawthorne and Silkstone on dih Aogust. Golear on 9th September, Shaw_Wood on Ist October and
Seammonden on Sth October,. One or occasionally two birds were reporled Grom Royd Moor, Scout
Dike, Duatord Bridge and Ingbirchworth during September and October The only ligures in excess of
these being six al Bretton O P on 6th December and five on [4th (1M
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Coat Tt Faras ufer
Resident breedes (3}

A single in the Longwood Valley on Ist lanuary, tive at Yateholme on 2ist April and one at
Blackmoorfool on ) 2th Jung were the unly reports in Lhe first balt of (he year Fram September onwards
records were inore plentilul bul cven then there were na notewaorthy flocks, the largest being seven at
ry oo [8th October Other reports consisted

mitinly of singles w gardens

Blue Vit Paras civendens
Resident breeder (5)

Very common throughout the area and seen during every month Awiumin llucks i seven woods in the

Great 'Fit - Parus major
Resident breeder (4)

Onee again reports tended to consist of garden visitors as one would expeet No large aatumnn flacks
were voled, the largest number on one day bemg the 13 caught and ringed at Blackmoarfuor on 16th
August

Nuthaich  Suttar curopaea
Resident breeder (1)

Thete appears to have been yel another very welconwe increase in the disteibution of this species.
Recards have come in tram 19 diilerent locations with Bretton C.P praving to be the stranghald with
sightings during every month of 1he year and with a1 least ane pair fledging young. Other successful
breeding sites were  Big Valky, Cawthome, Famley, Mellor Wood. Mallicar, Woud and  at
Thongsbridue where there were 1wo nests found, e young from one nest Hedging on Sth Fune (M)
Puring the winter months visus 1o biid 1ables were reported from Almendbuy and Penny Spring

Treecreeper  Cerihua fimilioris
Resident breeder  (2-3)

Mast reports were of singles but there were 1wo bivds al Almondbury on 23rd January, ar least three at
Woodsame on 281h February and four at Bretion C P during November and December Nesting activity
is somewhat dillicull 1o esiablish but from the records received (28 dillerent Jocations) this species
appeats to have mcreased inthe Club area. Displaying birds were active at Bulchile Wood on 7tic April
and sl Bietton C 8 on 1hh Apnl Birds were present in the following woods and may have bred.
Cawthorne, Defler, Wood, Penny Spring Wooed, Woodsome, Slones Weod and LlHand G P An
inleresting observation came from Hoelmbridge where a bird ng a garden was seen to climb (he
stonework on a house in 115 search lor insects {HQ)

Jay  Gurrabas ghondaring
Residem bieeder (2)

Bul ood on 16th April {DM) Normal aumbers were
reported from Llland G ' where three were present throughout 1he year What could have been a tamily
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this locality. particutarly during the second winter period. The species appears to be widely scattered
throughout the area and is not averse to visiling gardens as one observer al Fixby naticed when one was

seven flying high in a southerly divection.

Magpie  Pica pica
Resident breeder (4}

(ICP). At Dewsbury S.F flocks of over 30 were noted on (4th February, 7th April, 26th and 29th
Sepiember . 5th Qciober and 14th December (PRIYS) A patten of behaviaur which 1 have noled is Ihat
they will demolish & milk boslle 1op in vrder (o gel at the ceeam {don't always blame the Blue Ti) They
have also tearned how to get it the ey boxes lel on doorsteps and. of course, consume the contenls
(D).

Inckdaw  Corvns moneduls
Resident breeder {4)

Whilst this species is abundant throughout the atea the oaly three figure flocks noted were af 150 on
tarmland at Wooldale on 3td January and 131 feeding with ather carvids at Royd _Moor on drd
November

Rook  Corves frugilesns
Residenl breeder (5)

A count of nests in rookeries would be useful in the future. This year taking a sample of five revealed 52

a1 Silkslong {SI1)

Carrion Ceow  Corvas corone
Resident breeder (3)

The 1995 Repon contained information regarding an individual in Huddersfield Town Centre which had
a constderable amount ol while in its plumage. Onee again on 31st March this year a sumilar looking bird
was seen m (he same area (MLD), coukt this be 1he same bird or are its genes being passed an to one of
its offspring? There was a high Nock count of 751 nn Wholestone Mooc on 30th March {TP) then, in
the second winier period at Scammonden there were 23 on 10th October and 27 on 26th (JED)

Raven  (onvuscorax
Rare visitor

Two were seen in the Dnvestones area being mobbed by two Percgrines on Ist March (SH) Seven birds
on Ist Tuly were presumed te have been a family party, further sightings in this area were of a single on
12th July and two on 3rd Angust {GM). ’

A single flew SE over Winsear Res on 27th August (MN) and three were al this localily on 1(th
November, one of which Hew towards Harden Res and the other two (owards Dunford Bndge ¢ SH)




Starling  Sturrnies vulgarss
Resident breeder (5)

Very common and seen all year round with significant Nocks io winter. Maximuen numbers al Dewshury
S E owere 200 on 22nd Septembet, 560 in a field beside the Noodbank on 18th December and 265 which
flew Woon 271h (PRIIS)

House Sparvow  Pusser domesticus
Kesident Dreeder {(5)

Whilst small numbers may be tegularly seen in most areas Lhere was some concern expressed by one
observer that they seemed 1o have disappeased trom the Flolmbridue and Hinchelilte Nill arcas There
was no shoitage at Lockwood, however, where between 20 and 40 birds were regularly seen during
July Repants commenting on behaviour have noted the adapiation 1o teeding frusn peanut baskets

Tree Sparrow  Pusser moniunns
Resident breeder (2)

ft was very pleasing to receive records of 1his threatened species from eleven dilferent locations. There
were six al Almondbury on 9h January with Juw single fipures present in February, April and May A
Mock of ¢12 was seen at Fulstene on 4ih Febroary. Two birds were seen at a nest hole tn Denby Dale in
April and (weo adults and 1wa juveniles were present in June. At this same locaten ten were present an
1th October and ewo on 281h November (TM). At Rayd House Farm a pair was seen carrying Jooad on
I'st June and three birds wese seen there susequently. Four were seen with a flock of House Sparrows in
Shepley on 12th Qciober and twelve were feeding near @ poultry farm at Middlestown on 281h
November (PS) The small resident population at Dewsbury $.F produced a maximum count ot 20 an
11l April, numbers then reduced to between four and six ualil August when ten were preseat onr F0th
and i November 16 on 261h (PR11S)

Chaffineh  Fringithe coefobs
Resident breeder  (4)

During the first winter penod some reasonable siced tlocks were notled  Scammonden had ¢20 on 4th
January and there were 10+ at [ngbirclwyorth on 7th (JED), in March there were 40 present in Shay
Bietion € P held two ocks of €30 on 10th and 30 weje

J1h October (JED), 50 in Shepley on 6th (TM) then, in November, ¢70 at Langsett on 101ly, ¢30 41
Scout Dike on 16th and ¢35 at Bretion C.P. on 271h (SH)

Brambling  Frengdla monsifeingitio
Uncomuon to common winler visilor

There were a good number of sighlings during the first winter period with 12 at Digley from 3rd 10 14th
Januvary and ¢50 there on 91th March (HQ)). ¢30 were present a1 Scammonden on <th fanvary (Ji:D),
between 20 and 30 were present at Stubbin Clough from 14th January until 4th Februasy (HQ} and at
Windy Bank Wood 1he 1hinty seen on 14th January had increased to over tifty by 24th (TD}. Of the 100

were scattered reports of birds visiling gardens in ones and lwos. The tirst auluma repon was on 6(h
October when a male was seen with 4 Hock ol Chaltinch in Shepley (TM}, numbers remained iow
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however, with nine al Blackmoorfoot on 71k November (ML.I13), 12 at Bretton C P_ on 27th (SH) and n

Greenfinch  (arduclis chloris
Resident breeder (4)

Small numbers, mainly in gardens. formed the bulk of the reports during the firsl part of the year In
September 42 were leeding on the riverbank at Dewsbury S.F on the {5th, numbers then fluctualed
there was a large flock of ¢150 on 30th September (JED) and between 50 and 60 were at ._i"'_a}nlcx_"l'y_a_s
on 7th October (DS).

Goldfinch  Carduelts cavdnelis
Resident breeder (2-3)

There were between 17 and 31 a1 Blackmoorfool from 7th January until 25th when they were forced
out by bad wealher. By | Ith February 20 had returned and there were 1hen belween 2 and 18 daily until
13th May. Two or three were seen regularly from 1st July until 30th September when numbers started
to fluctuate again, reaching a maximum of 23 on 27th and 28l October. A pair bred near Lake THouse
(MLD).

Centre proved atiractive and held six on 241h, 15 on 291h, 20 on 10th and 12 on 31st Flocks tended 1o
appear in auiumn and ¢4} were feeding with Yellowhammer and Hose Spartow at Broadstones on
15th Ociober (DM} Numibers al Scammonden varied preatly from ten on Ird August, 1o 32 on 2Sth
Sepiciober and 29 on | 1th October (JED, SH) Eight in Shepley on $2th Sepiember remained and wee
seen daily until the end of the year (DRa).

Siskin  Carduclis spinus
Resident breeder {1) Uincommon winier visitor

During the first winter perind alt recnrds were in single figures: Tn fanuary seven were at Gunthwaite on
Tth and a single was in Huddersficld Town Centre on 28th The only Febrwary record was of one in

song in Almondbury on 25th In March, five were seen at Galcar on 9th and two at Crimble Clough on
17th. At Yatehalme the five seen on 3rd April (JED) had increased 10 <30 by Sth {(PWB). Some recards
which would perhaps be questionable tegarding breeding were two in a garden al Flolmbridge on 30th
June (11Q) and six a1 Dovestones on 1s1 May which were also seen much later in the month (GMC).
Singles were seen at Blackmootfoot on 5th. 111k and 19th July (MI.D). During the second winter
37+ at Elland G P (S8'1) and on 271h ¢ 70 were by the R Dearne below Bretton C.P with another five
at the weslern end of the park. Numbers a1 this last mentioned site reduced (o around 3¢ hy 7th

December (KW ¢f af}

Linnet  ordnelis connabiva
Resident breeder {3)

A single in the Byoadstones area on 24th February (DBo) was the forerunner 1o whal turned out to be
an excellent breeding season in an area thal is emerging as a stronghold for the species Aboul seven
pairs bred and the area held 30+ adults/immatures during July, aller which numbers dropped to 14 on
3rd August. Once again Denby Dale held good numbers . 30 on 14th March had increased to < HI0 by
-22nd. these birds remaining until 261h April (TM). Blackmoprioot, as usual did nol feature antil August
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when there was a maximum of 30 on 30th, dunng September there wete 45t on two dates and i
Qclober 60t were seen vn 18th, 35 on 201h, 42 on 22nd and 20+ on 23rd These were exceplions
however and on most dales numbers were down 10 single figures, the fast being six on {81t November
(MLD) To the south of Rushy Wood there was a large pathering of ¢250 on JO0th September (JE).
Post-ieeding numbers ai Dewsbuyry S ¥ rose 1o 120 by late July and remained high during Augast
altaining a maximum ol 158 on 3rd September, flockhs ol 20 to 30 weie regutardy seen durmg November
increasing ta around 94 in December (PRIS).

Twite  Cearddedes flaverosires
Resident breeder (2 - 3) Partial oigrant

The first repont was of a single at Digley on 81h Aprit (YM) and by 10U there was a tlock ol 10 (H).
Nembers appeared 1o be considecably down on previous yeats and the only 1eports feceived were of
two al Dovestones on 20th Apnl (GMC), three a1 Oxyyrains Beek on 3rd May (JED), etght at PBeer 111l
on 20th June gnd 1wo at Wessenden Head on 21s1 {ML.D). There was a little improvement in the second
hatl of 1he year, and 35+, included young begping for food were seen at Deer 11l on 28th Aupust and
32 were present on 15th Seplember (MI.D)

Redpoll  ( ‘wrductis fliummea
Resident breeder (2) Uncommon winter visitor

Dwing the first winter petiod most reports were nf small numbers and included two at Royd Moor on
Tth January (J1:1), eight a1 Golear Tip on 11th (KW). tive (mealics) at Denby dale oo 181h and ten
{meabies) on 3ist (TM). cight ai Blackmootfoot on 24th and 30 in Bea rk nn 29th (DMO).
Several single figure reports shen came in from Butgernab Woed: Fixhy
C P managed 204 on 10th March, all of which were mealies (S11) The largest flock seen was on ird
April with ¢40 at Yateholme (JE:1)), and the final sighting was of two at Thorston Lodee on 21s1 May
{ML.D) There were no further vepotts during the breeding season During the second winter peried
numbers never atfained double ligures, there were two at Bretton C P oon 6th Octaber (M), BA),
eight at Blackmoorfoul on 18th November, then in December there were two at this location on 22ed
(ML) and two feeding on Birch in Shepley on 271h (TM)

Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra
liregular breeder (1) Uncommon passage visilor.

Two records voly of this species, the first from Dovestones on 4th April with lwae males and four
females ¢GS, GMC) and the second of a male near the The Flouch on 215t August {PC)

Bulllinely  Pyrrfuedes pyrehuda
Resident breede: (2)

Very well reported from 27 dilferent Incations during every month of the year. The largest pathering
was of 15 al Denby Dale on dth January (TM). Many reports camie [rom pardens where very ofien both
males and females were present and later a good aumber of juveniles were noled in the company of
adults
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[kawhfinch  Cocoothraustes coceothransies
Scarce to uncommon visttor

As is usual with this species the records came from the east of the Club area: Brettop C.P and Clayton
West. At the Tormer site a single was seen on 23rd Octaber aund three were present on 30th October and
10th Novemiber, three days later a single was seen frequenting 1lornbeam and Ash near the |.ower | ake
(BCo. S$G et el). The Claylon Wesl sizhting was of a bird feeding on sunflower seeds on a hird (able
(SK)

Snow Bunting  lectrophenax nivalis
Scalce winler visitor

On 1st November a male and a female flew W along the south bank at Blackmoorfoot at 0816 hrs
{h1.12) This is 1he thard record tor 1he site.

Yellowhammer  Fmheriza citrinella
Resident breeder (3)

The only reports of winter flucks came ftom Denby Dale
with 30 on 31st Janvary and a peak of 120 on 1dth March
{(TM) (this flock size equals the previons record @l Clayton
West in Decembier 1981)  The CRC plot in Shepley had ten
territories between April and June {DBa} There were at least
anolher twelve locations with one or two singing males from
March through ky Jale tune

Reed Bunting  Fmheriza schovatctis
Resident breeder (2}

January records included three from pardens. Shepley on 16ih and a ditierent garden a quarter of a mile
away on 291h, and Shelley on 271 Also in January a single was preseat at Blackmoostoot on Lath, [8th
and 2151 This latter site produced the enly February sighting with a single on 26th Birds in sang were
noted from late Mairch omwards al Deer il Denby Dale (two) and Eltand G P ( two ncreasing (o
three) Bilberry Res, Dewsbuny S ¥ Dovestones and Scout Dike all had at feast one pair in residence
during the breeding season

ADIMTION T 1995 List

Corn Bunting  Afifuwrio cabindra

A male was singing to the south of the reservoir al Breadstones on 2510 June 1995 (SH) This was the
only repon of a bird which is now ahimost extinel i the Club area.
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FIELD TRIPS REPORT 1996

Grantley Hall and Gouthwaile Reservoir
21 January

The woods at Graotley were alive with roving tit flocks, Siskin and Redpell Also scen were Great
Spotted Woadpecker. Dipper, Wouodcock and Brambling as well as a Roe Deer. At Gouthwaite we
saw a Little Owl, 2 male Green-winged Teal, White-fronted Goose, Goldeneye, Gaosander and a
Mock o Twite The day was rounded off with an acrial dual involving crows, a Buazard and a
Sparrowhawk

Around 50 species in all were seen during he course ot 1he day.

Tregaron Bog
25 Yebuuary

Quality rather than quantity regarding species today (35) Several Buzeards were seen and a stunning
male Hen flarrier before we set eyes on our tirst Red Kite [ater in e day we saw a pair of Hen
Harrier and more Red Kite including the skydancing display We als: saw Raven, Bulifinch, Soipe,
Willow and Lowng-tailed Tit and Reed Bunting We thep went ta visit a kite feeding station and an
arrival were met by the sight of around 15 kiles within a few meires of us as well as more Buzzards - a
brilhant end to the day.

Lythani-St Annes, Ribble Marshes and Seaforth Dock
24 March

At the north shote we saw several Black-1ailed Godwit and a Common Scoter At the Ribble were an
excellent seleetion of waders, ducks and geese ncluding Pintaid, Whimdirel and Rufl. An carly summer
visitor was seep in the lorm ol a Wheatear. A real surprise was a Launner Falcon which gave excelient
views - an gscape obviously.

Al Seatorth we saw ‘red-headed' Smew, Red-breasted Merganser, Scaup and a Merlin

A good day winh around 50 species in 1otal.
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[eighton Moss
21 Apnl

Steady rain all day did not stop us enjoying the visit The sea-hides had Pintail and Commoen Sandpiper
and those who walked 10 Jenny Brown's Point were treated to a Spoanbill On the reserve were plenty
ol warblers. Marsh Harrier, Litle Gull, earded Tit. Treecreeper and a perched Sparrowhawk

57 species were seen during the course of The day

Swinelleet, Blacktofl Sands and Spurn Poinl
19 May

Reduced numbers participating in this 1rip - the last before the summer recess - meant thal cars were
used rathet than the vsual coach Duspite the weather, which was generally dry but dull and overcast
with only occasional sunshine and unscasenally cold, a 1otal of 73 species were clocked up un the day
‘Birdline NE" informed us thal Dotlerel were to be lound on the Swinefleet pea fickds and se we started
our day's aclivilies at that site where a flock of upwards af 25 birds were duly tocated. This site atso
produced severat good views of Corn Bunting.

Spurn Painl could have been belter al 1his time of year but we managed to sec Little Tern, Whinchat
and Redstart among Lhe newly atriving summer visitors.

BlackioR Sands Reserve is repaving the work (hat is being put into it now and here we had sightings of
a whole hosl of summer visitors including Garganey, Green and Common Sandpipers, Greenshank
and Avocel Warblers present included Reed. Sedge and Gavden plus both Whitethroat and Lesser
Whitethroat but, for 1hose of the groop 1hat stayed unlil late in the evening the bird al the day was
probably a recling Grasshopper Warbter ‘

Warnchiffe Crag
13 bune

A good tern aut of around 25 tor the special trip (o sce Nightjar. As we wailed for dusk we saw a few
warblers, Tree Pipit and quite a few Woodcock. 11 was not until 2145 hirs that we hieard the churring of
Nightjars and eventually we all had quite good views of this strange bird af the night

Spurn Point
22 Seplember

Al last we cavicht Spure on a classic migrant day - lots of birds ¢ and birdwatchers ). No one saw all of
the rarities bul (hey incinded Wryneck, Iwo Booled Warbler, Icterine Warbber (within three feet),
Bincthroat, Fireerest and Ortolan and Rustic iunting Add to these ‘common’ hirds such as 1ittie
Stint, Redstart, Whinchat, Ring Ouzel, a selection of warblers and Spotted Flycatcher, Siskin and
Tree Sparrow and the day was indeed memorable.

Flambarough and Filey
20 Qclaber

At South Landing we saw Blackeap and Ring Ouzel and at North Landing we had good views of both
Short-eared and Little Owl (pesched) The highlight of the day was a luvely Shorelark which shawed
down Lo a few melres A1 Filey Dams we saw Green Sandpiper, but at the Brigg the weather was
turning avainst us so nller a briel slop we set off 13 Tharne to see a purported rarity - a Cattle Fgeet.
We had cxcellent views of the bird as it fed {amongst. cattle) and also in Might. A great end to a gnad
day.
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Knot1-¢nd on Sea, Rossal Point and Pennington Flash
24 Novembe

A day ol appalling weather - but we still managed (0 see some good bitds and 6.4 species Sleet and
snow preeted us at Knolt-end along with the news thal the Kentish Plover had flown oll’ five minutes
betore our aseival However, there were nnpressive wader tlocks over which a Peregrine huied At
Penninglon we saw two Long-eared Owls r00sting and as usual the feeding stations were entertaining
with Marsh Tit, Jay, a Brambiing and a Sparrowhawk

Once again a big thank-yaw to all (he birdwatchers who have attended the licld meetings this year

David Woaodhouse.
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RINGING REPORT

No ringmg was undertaken during the first winter pertod, mainly as a consequence of the inclement
weather, bul also as 1 was on a ringing expedition in The Gambiza during (he whole of Eebruary.

As wilh last year. liltle lime was available for nest finding during the summer months [t is pleasing 10
report, however, that a total of 82 pulli were ringed, this consisting of the following: Mallard (2
Blackmoofoot). Dippes (5 il Fop), Bunnock (4 Blackmoorfoot}, Blackbird (12 Blackmoarfoot), Song
Thrush (R Blackmoorioot), Mislle Thrush {4 Blackmootfoot), Willow Warbler (6 Blackmooilaot),
ChalMinch (25 Blackmoorfont), Greeniineh (19 Blackmoorfoat) and Gold(ineh (4 Blackmoorfoot)

When looking back at recoveties of passerine pulli ringed in the Yuddessfield area it is interesting to
note Lhat only a single Magpie and two Swallows have ever been recovered (several non-passerines,
mainly Black-headed Gulls, have produced recoveries). Lven more surprisingly, not a single bird has
ever been retrapped following s fledging This does not mean that the ringing of passerine pullt is a
futile operation, far from it, it simply indicates that Huddersfield ringed pulli may still be out there
awaiting 1ecovery or retrapping.

Although no extended hioliday was taken during 1he autumn period, favourable weather conditions did
allow mist-netting on most available days. As & consequence a geed numiber ol birds were handled,

including 2 welcome total of 209 Witlow Warblers.

The generafly inclement weather conditions during the second winter period were nol conducive to the
catching ol birds and consequently no birds were handled at this lime.

During the course of the year a tolal of $50 birds were ringed.

RINGING RECOVERIES
Key to Syrobels aod Terms used

Age: 1 Pultus {nestling or chick).
2 Full-grown. Year of hatching quite unknown
3 Hatched during the calendar year of ringing.
3) As 3_but still io juvenile plumage.
4 Hatched before calendar year of ringing. exact year unknoswn
5 Hatched doring previous calendar year
6 Hatched before previous calendar vear.
8 Haiched three or more calendar years before year of ringing,

Sex' M Male F - Female
Marnmner of recovery:

Vv Cavght or trapped and released with ring.

VvV Ring number tead in ficld or sight record of identifiable colour marks.
X Found dead vr dying,

X1 Foumd dead {not recent)

+ Shot or killed by man

All recoveries ol five kilnovelers or more are published.
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RECOVERIES OF HUDDIERSFIED RINGED BIRDS
Blue Tit

1336581 3) 17/07/95 titackmoortoor. near 1udderstield 53 37N | S2'wW
: \ 0-109/05 3lackmworionl
X 26/04/96 Marsh, THuddersfield S3 3N 1 18'w
o Kms NNE

BIRDS RECOVERLED iN HUDDERFIELD
Canada Goose

Two colom ninged birds from 1 ay-a-Park, Knaresborouuh (54 00N | 27'W} an 0407/95 were seen al
Bretton C P near Wakeheld (53 37N | 34" W) on 29/02/96, having travelled 41 Km S.

Black-ticaded Gull
The colour ringed bird which commuted between Denmark (ringed on 13/04/86} and Blackmoordoot
(see Buds m Huddersficld 1994) was again preseat at Blackmoorfoot an 29/08/96 Full details are nol

piven as any reported sightings between its last known visil to Blackmaorfoot (07/67/93) and 29/08/96
are not al band 1Uis hoped 1hat tull detatls will be available for the next repont.

Colour marked gnkls

Details of the colour ringed Lesser Black-backed Gulls (6) and single Herring Gull mentioned in Hirds
t Hiddersfreld 1995 have, unlortunalely, aot been fortheoming Dwiing 1996 a Junther five celour
nnged Lesser Black-backs were seen at Blackmoorioot  As yet, deils of these birds are siill
oulstanding

LOCAL RETRAPS AND RECOVERIES

In [Huddershield 1he majority of birds are ringed in places that are accessible (o the public, so it is aat
surpnsing thal a number of local buds are found eg dead on soud, killed by cat ete

A number of 1etraps are also bandled, some many years alier ringing. These are tabulated below The
top lnes show the approximate period between ringing and either retrap (Table 1) or death {Table 2).
The figures show the number of individuals cetrapped or found dead near thetr place of ninging.

TABLL | RETRAPS

vy s vy dyrs Syrs Gyes Towd

Blackbird 2 t 3
Willow Watbler 2 2
Bl Tt 4 | 5
Grean Tit 2 2
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TABLE 2 RECOVERIES

Magpic

Iar 2yrs Mrs

RING TOTALS LIST - 1990

Mallard 2
Greal Spotted Woodpecker 1
Swallow 2
Dipper 5
Wren [
Dunnuck 20
Rohin 30
Redstart 2
Blackbird 17
Song Thrush 9
Mistle Thrush 4
Sedpe Warbler 1
Whitethroat 1
Blackeap 5
Chilfchall |
Willow Warhler 20¢
Golderest 1
Blue Tit 117
Great Tin 51
Treccreeper |
Chaflinch 26
Greenfinch 22
Goldfinch

GRAND TOTAL 550

M L. Denton

Total
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Two decades of roosting gulls ag Blackmoorfaal

lFor a number of years | had been intngued by 1he number ol gulls which, during the winter months, flew
over Shepley (SE 195100) at about one hour before sunset and always in a West 10 NorthWesterly
dirgction Bt was obvious thal they were going 10 taost, bul where? The answer became obvious when,
on beconung Recorder for uddersfield Birdwatchers' Club in $994, | was privileged to lake passession
of all existng records These included  regular gull counts nade at BHlackmoar(ent since 1976 ML
Deaten had produced a book “"Dlackmoorfoot Reservou 1974 - 84" whereby all species appeacing m
that penod received some attention. For the purpse of this article [ am concentrating on guils rousting
at this location. A paper by RA.Q Hickling (Bird Study Vol 24). "Inland Winwering of Gulls in
England and Wales 1973" included data from Blackmoortoot which | found invatuable for this study.
The immediate problem was which species to include. Hickling had 1aken records ot Black-headed
{arus ridibunidey |, Common £ canns, Hernng L. wrgentains, Lesser Black-backed £ fuscny and Great
Dlack-backed £. marings and | was tempted Lo do the same However, [ found 1hat during some vears,
oul ol necessity, the Black-headed and Common Gulls had been counted collectively The analysis of
dita will iherelore concentrate on the three larger species

Having collecied the data | wished 1o establish the peak month for gach species, expecting  these o
occur at roughly the same time There are obviously fluctuations annually, bul, haviug twenty years of
data, the mean for each month should give a ceasonable estimate of the peak period.

Interestingly. both 1lersing and Great Black-backed have an almost parallel pattern peahing in January,
generally being absent between April and September. Lesser Black-backed on the othet hand are present
1hisughout the year in small numbers and peak between the end of Septeniber to mid-Octobey

The enquiry into wintering gull roosts conducied by members of the British Trust for Ornithology has
been carricd out on a ten year basis since 1953, As a winter visitos 1he numben of Lesser Blach-backed
Gulls has rapidly increased from 165 individuals in 1953 to an esttnated 70000 in the mid-80%s
(Mickling, 1986) L.esser Black-backs are basically migralory, the matn months for southerly migration
being August ~ October, but some birds begin to return north by November or December {(Cramp and
Simmons, 1982}

The explosion of gulls since World War 1 has ofien been the subject of great concern, therefore one of
the objectives of this paper is (o iy to establish il numbers have stabilised, or are they now declining As
the carliest complete figures for peak counts a1 Blackmoorfoot are for 1976 | decided to 1ake this as the
base year Subscquen years will be taken as a petcentage of that year

Merving Gull 1. argentains

LLI -7

IO T UYL R YR T/} L0 TR (U1 S & TR V(S N IR N (UL N X B b 2 2 £ n LE TN B "y s Tan ON

" i 1 w 7 A0 3G dnd 176 L9 ST LRI T ELS I S P S §
Kb ¥ S OO L VU DU JOUUPPOR NPUOH [ SO B 1 8 [ P TV S ¢ I N
dillaone 17 1 \ s 1 4 4 ? < " 3 1 s i 3 i 1
J b4 \t 1 " 1< " |13 121 25 U 9 2 |

The peakh month tor this species is, on average, January In the above table one can see the enanmaous

varation in aumbers Irom year 1o year and one could be led to believe that 1here had been a dramatic

drop in numbers By applying one of the accepled statistical tests it 15 possible 1@ state witl a great

degiee of conlidence whether this appareot drop is signiticant or not The years in this 20 year period

ate in sequence and 1hus correetly ranked, however there were two yeats whien no count ook place so
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the rankings would be from 1 te 18 Similarly the numbers counied ¢an be expressed as a percentage of
the 1976 figures and ranked from | 10 18 with the smallest percentage having a ranking of 1 and the
largest 18. The test now involves finding the difference in the rankings in each column, squaring it and
taking the sum of the squares and applying . 2

_exd?
TR 1)
The dillerence between the rankings of 1he years and the rankings of the percentape figures is indicated
by 'd".

Spearman Rank Correlation Cocflicient foimula 1 = 1 ta test the significance of the data

Sum of squares of dilferences  Ld* = 692,

As there were niy counts tn 1980 and 199! the number of data 'n’ = 18.

Substituling this data into the formula ¢, = 1 - %; 1+ 0.246,

Using the table of Spearman Raok Correlalion CuefTicient values, for n = 8 this Ngure is less than
0399 at P = 005 and less than 0564 a1 P == 0 01 using a one-tailed test and whilst it is positive,
suggesling a slighly apward trend, it is not sigmficant ie there is no significant change in the roosting
population of Herring Gulls

Grreat Black-backed Gull 7. marmny
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Once again 1he peak month for this species is January and will be dealt with in a similar manner
Numbers appear to have diopped considerably since 197G but is this drap setious ?

No counts in 1977 gives the number of data in the 20 year period as 'n' = 19 and Td* = 1031

€408 r, = 0048,

Using the table of Spearman Rank Correlation Coeflicient values. for o + 9 this figie is less than
0.388 at P = 0.05 and Jess than 0 549 at P = 0.0] vsing a one-tailed test and whilsl it is positive,
suggesling a slightly upward trend, it is nol significant. i.e. there is no significant change in the roosting
population of Great Black-backed Culls.

Substituting this data into the formuta 1, = 1 -

Each af the above resulis is much as | would have expected and it can quite confidently be stated 1hat
over the past 20 years there has been no significant change in the roosting populations of either specics.

Lesser Black-backed Gull /. fisens
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From the dala obtained, even though large numbers star bualding up in September, the peak members at
the Blackmoorfoot gull roost over the 20 year peried from 1976 10 1995 was, on average, October.
This month will 1heretore be 1aken as the base rom which the statistical caleutations are taken

As there were no omissions during 1he 20 year period there is a [idl data set. Using the above Jornwla
the lollowing results have been oblained:

Y634
T~ S 1)
. 000" "

Referring 1o the table of Spearman Rank Correlation Caefticient values, with n -+ 20, r - 0499 1s
greater than 0 377 a1 P = 0 05 and less than 0.534 at P = 0.01 using a ane-tailed lest and  is highly
significant. i€ lhere has certainly been a positive change in the roosling poputation of Lesser
Black-backed Gulls

Conclusion

I shwuld be noted that in the five years prior 10 1976 the numbers nf bath tlereing and Great
Black-backed Gulls at Blackmoostool were considerably higher than now, the deciease caincided with
the closing down ot a nwmber of (he focal refuse tips (Denton, 1985).

Whilst the roosting populatinns of 1hese two species have remained stable over the past 20 years, it
would seem that the roosting population of Lesser Black-backed was still increasing up until $994
Since then a large landfill siie, Bromley Farm Tip at Denby Dale, has been in (he process of winding
down and may nol prove as allraclive 10 1hese larger sulls. It remains to be seen whether this will have
any effeet on the toosting gulls in the Club area.

In the course of my research and concentrating on Lessec Black-backed, it would appear thal numbers at
the Blackmourfaot Reservoir roost stan building up from August anwards, fusther research could reveal
a change of pattern but the question Lo ask then is "what is the cause of this change "

Inevitably a study of this nature raises [ar morce questions than answers. |lave the birds come in to roost
from one particular aiea? where do they disperse 10 on leaving the roost? Are the numbers of Lesser
Black-backed Gulls arriving in cur area earlier than 1hey were ?

I hope that the Club will still be able 1o provide members who are sulticiently dedicated 10 count gulls in
the foture. This has not onty provided me will some fascinating statistics (o work on but could in the
tuture prove to be of national inportance.
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